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FRANK AUSTIN , 

com:plainant . 

- vs-

HEI'RS AT LAW OF LUS
GROVE AUSTI N, Deceased, 
1-..J.L.LIE AUSTill FIELDS , 
Deceased , 1\l.A.RY AUSTll' 
JORDAN , Deceased and 
JENl!IE JlliSTIN ADAMS , 
Deceased. Defendants . 

) 
) 
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IH THE CIRCUI :_r COOW.P- E QU l~'Y SIDE. 

S T A '.l!E OF ALA.BAEA • 

BALD' TI~ COUNTY.. 

.No . __ _ 

'1'0 THZ HOI O~JWLE, 1'HE CIRCUIT OOlJR'l' OF HA.LIJ.~ IN C~Ul:TY, 
S~ATE OF A.LA.l1AMA. , AND ~Hti .tiO ORAH.LE JOHH D • .L.ciiGH , 

JUDGE 'l'HEliEO l!', SI TJ.' TIH7 lli EQ.u lTY:-

l!'rank Austin , a resident of Baldwin County, Alabama , and over 

the age of twenty- one ~ears"t ~~1ngs this h i s b i l l of complaint a

gainst the hei rs at law of h~~g:rove Austin, Deceased, the heirs at 
. at l aw 

l aw of l.r1.illie Austm li'ielAs. Deceased, ~thB heirs/ of Mary Austm Jard-
~ ... , .... 

an , Deceased , and the J;t-eirs at law of Jennie Austin Adams , deceased, 
.. ' 

and thereupom your orator compl ains and says :-

1 . 'J!hat l(lusgrove Austin , Mi l lie Austin Fields , Mary Austin ... 
Jordan and Jennie Austin Adams are dead; that each of them died i n 

testate ; that the names of the ir heirs at 1 ~1 are unknown to Orato r 

and cannot be ascertained on diligent inquiry; that each of said 

heirs at l aw , Orator believes , are over the Eg e of twenty- one y ears 

and Orator believes that each of them reside without the State of 

Alabama and that he sues them herein as unk:no.m defendants . 

2 . 'l'hat your Or~tor claims to OWE! in his ovm right and has 

been continuously for more than twenty years and still is , in the 

peaceabl e possessi on of the followi ng descri bed lands , always claim

ing to own them, namel y :-

'.the l~ortheast quarter of the Southeast quarter and the 
East half of fue .Northwest _quarter of the Southeast 
quarter of Section .L'".venty- eight in '.L'owrshi:p ]•our south 
of Hange ~·wo .t!.iast ( l~Et of SE± and Et of J.IIVf ,_ of SE-..._ of 
Sec. 28 ~p . 4 S. R. a ~ . ) Bald7in Uounty, Alabama~ 

3 . 'l'hat eac h of the defendants clai ms or is reputed to c l aim 

some right , title or interest in , or encumbrance upon , the said 

lands, and your urator hereby calls upon each of the d.efendal ts t o 

set forth and specify his or har title or claim, interest or encum

brance upon tbe said lands or any part thereof , and hoyr and by Ihat 

instrument the same is de r ived and created. 

4 . ·.that no suit i s pending to test the validity of such 

title , claim or encumbranc~ asserted by the defendants or ei.. therorm£"' 
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- page two-

or by anyone else , tbere being no pending litigation involving i n 

any way the title to said lands; 

'l'Hi!;fu..l!'Oill. , J.'EE Pl:<R..~ SJ!;S CUl~ S IJli:!;RbD, ~our orator respectfully 

prays the uourt as follows :-

.tRAYEH .J:i·OR .t>ROCESS. 

~hat the heirs at law of ruusgrove Austin , Deceased, the heirs 

at law of ll'l.i l l i e Austin .ll1 ields , Deceased , the heirs at law of Mary 

Austin Jordan , Deceased and the heirs at l arv of Jennie Austin Adams , 

Deceased, be made p erties defendant to this bill of complaint and 

that they all be brought into court by 1'ublication, or such other 

process as mfW be appropriate in the premises . 

PRAYER FOR R~iLl EF. 

That upon a final hearing of this cause that it be rendered , 

adjudged and dec reed that the defendants , and none of them , have 

any r ight , title or interest in or hold my lien or encumbrance 

upon, the lands hereinabove described , or an·y part thereof, and that 

as ag ainst the said defendants, and each of them, your orator has 

a good and perfect ti.. tle to all of said lands , and tb.a t his said 

title to said. lands be forever quieted as against the said defend

ants and each of them . 

Your Orator prays for such other , further and different re

lief , if he be mistaken in the above , as he maybe equitably enti t 

led to receive , the premises cansidered, and , as in duty bound , he 

will ever pray , etc., S~OH~ & STOHE 
Solicitors for uomplainant. 

l!'OOT HOTE :- '.i.'he defendants , and each of them, is required to answer 

each paragraph of the fore going bill of canplaint from "1" to " 4" 

both inclu.sive , but not under oath , answer under oath being re reby 

expressly waived. s rl'ONE & STOHE 
Solicitors for Complainant. 



S1'A'.rE OF A.L.Al:!Al\J.A. 

BA.LD~'/ll~ COUl\fTY. 

Before me , ~ Z:£~,c. ~ a Notary ~ublic in 

and for said state and county , personal ly appeared ..!!'rank Austin , 

whO is known to me and who , being duly sworn by me ace ording to 

law, deposes and sa.vs under oath that he is the complainant in 

the bill of Uomplai~t to which this affidavit is annexed , bein 

the Bill of Complaint in the cause of l!1 rank Austin, Complainant, 

-vs- 'l'he He irs at lgu of lvlusgrove Austin, Deceased, the heirs at 

law of ll'lillie Austin ~·ields , Deceased, the heirs at law of M.ary 

Austin Jordan, Deceased, and the heirs at law of Jermie Austin 

Adams , Deceased; that the names of 'the heirs at 1 aw of 1'11Usgrove 

Austin , Deceased , I:iillie Austin ll'ields, Deceased , M.ary Austin 

Jordan , .Deceased and Jennie Austin Adams , Deceased , are unknown 

to him and camot be ascertained on diligent inquiry; that he 

ht..s made diligent inquiry to ascertain the same ; that their res-

idences , after making diligent inquiry to ascertain the sa1.~e , are , 

as he believes , 1!Sa!l not in the State of Alabama; that he believes 

each of them to be over the age of twenty- one years and tm t he 

has· made them unknown par ties defepdants to the foregoing bill 

of ccmplamt in the above named cause , because tJ:?.ey are 1-ee;essary 

.parties and he has been un6ble to ascerta.~eir names a~d resi-

delJces . (,-tz.~c. ·x ~~ 
~~~Q~n . to and subscri~ before 
me - th~s aug ASt f': - , 1923 . 

~efit-CAC d.-~-
l1otary ..l:'ublc, ,tjald'"'' in uounty . 

::>tate of Alabama • 

..._.;1 

~~''--



ITl TI ··~ TO N 11- R ~ ID :ITS. 
Frank Austin, Complainant, - - - - - - - - - - -

No.400. ve 
He irs at law of !'tnor,rovo 
ustin , .uocoosod , Lil"2. 1o ustin l:'ields , 

Douosea~!ary Auatin,Jorda .Dcuoasc~ , nd 
Jennie Aust i n , t..da.":ls , eceasod , efcndunts. 

In t is oa.uoe it being modo to o.pp a.r to the . agister of thio 
Cotu·t by tho ff1J.&vit of' tho Cor.~pluinont !'rank uotin, tho.t tl o 
efcndnntt~ , Hoi:t..'B a.t JJaw of i.utv·roYo . aotin, _Jooeur~ocl . ifti"~lio .• u~tin 

Fields • oceased , '1ary l.:.Ut'tin Jordan, ec•,auoJ, and Jmmio Austin 
.L;.domo , oooaood are unJ no· n to hir~ and cannot be 'locortained on 
i lli <Jll~ 1nqui:ry;the.t ho hP..E.i Ti'.acln dilligont inquiry to c;.socrt inc the 

EXlmc ;anc1 t1mt their rooidcnoos ,as h bolioves HJ.' . not in the to. to of 
Alaht?.Ina i tho.t ho believes thorn to be over tho o.::·o of 21 yoo.ro ; and t at 
be har.: made th m unkn wn pru.·tias dc.~.ent'tunts to his 'hlll of Complt~int ,in 
tho above atatad cuuee beoa.uoe tho,; are nocoEmnry o.rtioa , and he 
he.~ be n una.blo to ascertain t1.oi1· na.mos f.lnd roeidonoes • 

nd 1t o.u'Oon.iz.g from the said ill of Complaint that tho Cor plainsnt 
al.ai t' to O\m,and is in tho pcaooblc poo;;.es~ion of tho followine· d scr i bed 
lancla, uo.mely: 

The Northonat quo.rtol· of tho .. ou h a.nt ouarte.r: and tho at t hulf 
of tho ·;orthwost quru·tor of tho . outhoaot quarter of , action 

T:.mnty -oi ht in '!'o\'?~ 1hip ~'our outL o:f Rv .. ngo T·1oP1 .n t (1~ of ~·pi-
unci ?... of ur.:t of .... ,_. of ,...oo . ~0. Tp 4:. ~ ,H. :?. , ~ .) Beluwin Couuty , 
Alnb~a. 

Tha.t e o.oh. of the dofondante olalmo,or is· roputou to claim, .lome right, 
titlo or intorost in, or onc'Ul!lb!"nnoo ;tr..at tho COinJ:llainc.nt aalln upon 
oc.c:h <lof n unt to ..:vt ... :.rth nn,~ ap0cify hio ti tlc , claim, intcr~st 01~ enc.:u . 
-brance upon the sai lu.nd.e , o~ any part thereof , nnd how ana by \7hat 
i11utrument tho ~·~ in dorivod end created, a:1d prv.y .. that his title 
to th,) oaid. lando he qu.ietod as a ainot tho dof 'lll untenn each of thoro; 
t t .:.. t bo ducre .... u t!~n.t Co .phdnantt!l hae a ood and per ect ti t:te-
to all of . .,ni d lando ea a ·s.inct the d _ondanto .. W.!d ouch o_. thom, 

o.nJ. it bo further dcorcod tho. t nonu of the doi~cndnnts :r..a~.ro any rip;ht 
title o1· iuterost in, or l~old ony lion or cnoumbrunco u :,on , tho . e.id. la.ndf: . 

lt 1:; , tht::.l'cforo or· .rod thet ubl:i.cn1;:lon h0 m.1.d. in tho nl win 'l\irau!3 , 
a newspnpor publisbe~ in o:y Lt iuetto ,in Buldwin County, .la1a.ma ,onoo a weak 
for four oonaooutivc • 0 ·ks reouirin th. tlcf.'t.ndt.nte tr 'uid 
Hoirs at tr..\; of ~:usn-ro\"o .lu:--tin, Deoea..ned , ... :iL. ic Just in, ·lttl~ll~ Fields, 

ec a dd , .•ar:r. ut:tin Jo:rdun . veu ;a.nod , ond Jennie Au: t1n .tde.ms , ocaa•·od. 
to answeJ.· or demur to tht! ill of Complaint in thi:.::: causo by tho l iJth . day 
of Sopt mbor 1923, or after thi:rty da~s therefrom u decrG. pro confo Bso 
my be tak ll arainat thom. 

Dono .na ordered at Bay l.linctto . 1 ' r;.1a, this lOth day of u uat,l92Z. 

Stono tone 
' tty's for e mp;.ain-nt . 



8606 DECREE PRO CONFESSO OF PUBLICATION. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

Baldwin T imes Print. 

Frank Aus tin, 
······· ············-·································································· ············· ·· ·· ·· ······ ·· · · · · ······~-;;;.~--~· ·············· Complainant ..... . 

va. ···· ---~~-5-~-:t3:~~4/~~:r:.3&~ii-~~-~j~~e-~~~-~~-~~i.~i.~---~-i~~~n~ant ... .e 
: .. dams, u M:ic~~sed , 

In tbia cauae it appean to the Regilter .............. ..... . .............. .................. ....... that the or~er of publication here-

tofore made in this cauae, waa publiahed for four conaecutive weeka, commencing on the ..... l?..~~-~.':': ......... -....... day of 

' August 23 
····················································· ···············• 19 ........ , in the Baldwin Times ·························-------·······················- ----------------····--········-------------·--· 

a newspaper publiahed in . .J~~Y.J~~ ~-P--~.~-~~ ....................... Aiabama, that a copy of aaid order waa poated at the Court 

Houae door in ........................... ... ~~J-.9-.W.~.P. .......................... County, on the ............. ~?~~~-~-~-~---··· ··- ·· ·· · ···· ······ · · ··day of 

~,"!-~g .............. .':':.~~f~::". ::" ............. 19 .. ?.~. , and 

And it now further appearing to the Regiater ..... ~!\ w.~.R:tqh~X.~.9.R .......................................... ~ ~ ~.f-

.. :;~:r::~~~~~u~~=ii~:~l~:;;~::q~~~~~:=~~:~~!:a!:::: 
and~nnle uust1n Adams deceased, Defendants ........... :tf .................................. ·· ·· ······························· · ·· ··· ·················· ·· ··· ··· ······· ·· ·· ·-~ ·-······ · · · ·· · ·· ··· · · · ···· · ········ ................................... . 

having to the date hereof failed to demur, plead to or anawe r the Bill of Complaint in this cauae, it ia now, there-

fore, on motion of Complainant ...... , ordered and decreed by the Regiater ..... .. .... ...... .. ...... . ............... ................. .. that the 

Bill of C omplaint in thia cause be, a nd it herebx ia in a ll thing taken a) . c~_nfesaed against the aaid .................... M • • • 

a.eceaseo. - .:c;r~-,-. 

Heirs at Law of Musgrove Austin/ 'llie Aust1B-Fields, dece ased ,~~~ 
... iiar·y···Au.stiii···3c;·:r·cfuii:·a:e·ce·as·ed:· ~·ana; ann i ~~-f~· -·&I&tt~·-·:A:crama· ·;·a·e·cease·a:·, 
.V.ef .end.an.t..$. ., ..... ......................................................................................................................... ................................ : ........ . 

T his ........... .. .... . ~_2n_d ....... day of .............. ... ..... Qc.t .O.b.er.,.l9.23.,., 19 ...... . 

.... . ;f'lr;t?~ '0:~~':cc ............. . 
Reeiater. 
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 
Baldwin County. 

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY 

------------ --------- ---- - ----- -------· ------------- ----- 4 

vs. 

A;~ s t i n .• de.c.ease.d., .... ___________________ -

DECREE PRO CONFESSO ON 
PUBLICATION. 

Issued __ ~- -~?to?_E!!._ _ ?-~~A.t .. ___ 19 __ ?;3 

J/Y?f~~---r ._. '" ·-- -- ------ ----- ---- --------------- -----~ 
Register. 

Recorded in __ .. ______________ Record 

Vol. __ _____ __ ___ Pa~e ______ ____ --- · 

Register. 

.. 



FRANK AUSTill, 
Complainant. 

-vs-

Heirs at Law of Mo.shrove Austin. 
Deceased; Millie Austin Fields , 
Deceased; Mary !.ustin Jordan, Deceas
ed and Jennte Austin Adams. Deceased. 

Defendants. 

IN THE CIRCUIT C•JURT-IN E;.tUITY 
STATE OF ALABA.I~. 

BAID'.VIN COilllTY. 

This cause is submitted in tenn time for fihal decree upon the 

Bill of CompiAint, Affidavit as to defendants, Order of Publication, 

Proof o~ yublioation, ~oree Pro C'nfesso as noted by the ~agister; 
' 

and the court being o~ the opinion that the aomplainant is entitled m 
for which ~he prays in his bill of compla.int, 

IT IS ORD3RED, ADJUDGE'D MID DECREED by the Court that none o~ the 

defendants, namely, the Heirs at Law of 1!\l.sgrove \.usti:a., Deceased, the 

heirs at law Of Millie Austin Fields, deceased; the heirs at law of 

:uary Austin Jordan, deceased an! the heirs at JAw of Jennie ~ustin Ad

ams, deceased, have any right, title or interest in or hold any lien or 

encumbrance upon the following described lands, namely; 

The northeast quarter of the B·Outheast quarter and the east 
half of the northwest quarter of the southeast quarter 
quarter of section twenty eight in t ownshi four s outh 
of range two east (NE4 of SE-i and E-~ o:f m'i4 of SEt of 
Sec. 28, Tp. 4S. R. 2E.) 3alctwin County, Alabama. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, .ADJUDGED A..TID 1> ECREED by the o onrt that the 

title of the complainant in and to the said land is gooe and perfect 

as asainst the defendants am ea.oh <Jf them; that a certified copy of 

this decree be recorded in the office of the Judge of Probate of Ba.ldwi 

County, Alabama; that at the expi;ation of one year, this decree, un

less sooner vacated, shall become absolute as against the defendants 

brought in by publication, who have not appeared and that the complain-

ant do pay the costs of this oause for which let execution issue. 

This December J f!::: , 192 3. 



FR~ • ..TJ.{ ~~u Si:I !J I 
Comp ltl.in.'lrlt • 

-va-

He i:l:-~! o,t J,a.w of l!ushrovc Au.otin. 
Dec ~~c .... c1 ; llillio !MIG'tt n I!'iolO.a , 
'Decsaoed; '~a l'":f -'~1t :i't:>.:n. ,'T,)rti.G.n, lie~Jea.::-.
ed a :.1a Jc:l:.:lfi<a 1\.up-~;i.n Anum~ . Ilt.:'l~e~.so~ .• 

DP. :fond ~n ts. 

I N TJU!l CIROUI~ COURT ... IN EQUITY 
ST!~·l'h u'!J AT·ABt\Il& .. 

:31\JJ)t,'IH COUilTY. 

Thic cauna is sub1:li ttad in t9,.m til-:10 fur :final clocra-..1 upon tJ~ 

.Bill of Ovmp\n~nt 1 Affloav:!.ii as to t1efu:1c1anta, Qj,·a~r of_.Pu.hlica"lil~:~~ 

E'r~O"..? :;:f }.mblicatj on. 1)eo:o:-au P r." Conf'oaRc HA nnt:e<1 1)y t.he :-iee:!r:ter; 

anc ·the aolll''ii 1:cing i'.)f, the opini.on 'i;hr:~.~ t:he or.r.nrJlalnar.it 1 s entitled b 

for whloh ~he prays in his l)ill of comr>laint, 

I :r IS omnu.,J ... , ADJUliG-i·~ll AliD D:>~ORJ~m by t;!e ·~ourt t .hat nm1e vi' t~1e 

de!'ea1ants, namely, the Heire at I.!!.W o:l' Mtt:.?s:;rcwa Austin , JJeceassd , the 

h~i:ra at ~WI of 1Si11io An.eti :n Fielda ~ Q.e~aocd; ·:jh<1 heirs at law of 
I 

..!ary A!lstin Jol."(l.an , docA~sco anJ the hai:re a'~.; law ~f Jerm.ia .Auntia .Ad ... 

ama , docea.e.3il, b!lve any :.~ :tght, ·~ .t-~lo o:r. i.:r~croat i::J. or htJl<1 u.ny lien or 

enov.mb:ranoa upon tho f-ollo-Ning Jeao:z.·iuod lUl.tdG , .'1W.1ely; 
~ 

~h<.\ IlOr ~houst qua.rte:L' of -~;;he ~~o~tthoaa~ Cf.J.urter an<1 the ea~ii 
ha.li' o:f t ho no rtbwo s t qn z1rter o£ t ite o oa thoa.ot quart or 
t!"U.arter ~f sootio.o twenty eight in t()Wl:ll!hip j o11r south 
?f :can9e t'.vo e~st (!f_~~ of. sF.,; sm<l,.,Jn- of JJW-} o:t: :lE-J- of 
!jOe. 2U , Tp. 4S. ~. 2 t- •) B3..1ctU.in ,4<>ttnty, ~\J.ah~mth 

IT IS FURTffi.{R ·OHDER7~D , AnJ1,n)fJJ-.."D A!fn D l~Ol?ERD 'by ti'~ oon.rt t.het the 

titl ~ of tho oom9 lainant .in and to ·bhe saiu land ia gooa and IJOr:feot 

ae ~ :~ainat the dof'endat'lto all'l eaoh or thom; ·thAt ~ ooxtifi~d oot>1 of' ~~ ~ . 

t h i s dooTfie b~ reoorde{f. in the offic:e o:f the Judge ot rXCb3.tG of B!lldwif 

Cou.nty, Alab~a; that at the ex.piration of one ye!lr, thie d eorao, un. 

1e sa a ooner vaoa tel\, shall hecome aba clu ta "" a g.:. ina t ''!lo it a:fcnaanto 

brouBht i'' by publioatton , l'!bo l!a~c llo t appoBI'(;d am that the oom,olain.. 

unt do pay t he c oe to o :f this oa uce :for wh 1ch 1 et fll:S3ut ion 1gsne. 
~hia ... ,eocmbe.r 

1 
1923. -

c.TuiJge. 




