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MARY lL~TILDJ PHESSLY1 

Complainant. 

-vs-

CALVIN PRESSLY, 
Defendant. 
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IU THE CIRCUIT COURT-EQUITY SIDE 
STATE OF /IJ,.AB.AHA 

BALDWIN COUifTY 

TO TH:: H01WRABLE, TH::-;: CIRCUIT COURT OF BALD'1Uf COUNTY ST <lTE OF 
ALAB • .;J.U, :S-:'tUITY SIDE, AND ?HE HOlf. JOHU D. L:2IGH 'JUDGE 

THEREOF, SITTING IN EQUITY:- ' 

Comes your Col'Jlplainant, 11ary llo.tilda Pressly, and exhibits 

this, her bill di divorce against the de fen dant, Calvin Pressly, 

for cruelty, and shows unto t his Court us follows:-

-FIRST-

That your complainant and the defendant are both over the 

age of twenty-one years and that they are both "bona fide" r es

idents of Baldwin County, Alabama, where they have resided for 

many years, your complainant now living at Dyas and the defendant 

living at Lottie. 

-sEcmm-

That your complainant and the defendant were married on 

to-wit: October 9th,, 1918, at Lottie in said County and State 

and that they lived to- gether as man and wife until, to-wit: 

May 26th., 1923. 

-THIRD-

That during the last year that complainant lived with de

fendant that the defendant treated your complainant in a cruel 

and inhuman manner; cursing, abus1ing and striking her; that he 

has often threatened her life; thu.t on to-wit; May 26th the de

!endant sla~d complainant and also struck her in the face with 

his fist and was only prevented from inflicting further injuries 

•t!\ her . by the interference of complaino.nti daughter who was pres

ent; that the defendant commi~d actual violence on the person 

of the complainant, and thut your complai: nant, from the conduct 

of the defendant1 feared a re~ccurence of such violence attended 

with danger to life and health; that on account of such cruelties 

your complainant was compelled to leave the home of the defendant 

and to seek safety at the home of her brother where she is now. 



- page t r1 o-

FOURTH. 

Complainant shows unto this Court that she is without prop

erty of her own and is unabl e to earna living; that the defendant 

owns both real and personal property of the value of about five 

thousand dollars ( .~5000) ; that he is an experienced farmer and 

earns a good living ; that your complainant is wi thout means of 

support and is not able to pay her Solicitor's :fees for the pros

eoutionoof this suit. 

~RAYSrt ff0R ?ROCESS. 

THE PREI:ISES COUSID~R::ID : - Complaimant prays that such orders, 

decrees , notices and subpoenas be mL.de and issued as are necess -

ar3 to mE~e the Said defendant party respondent to this bill of 

comp~t , requiring him to a1)p ear and plead, ans\/er or demur 

to this complaint , within the time requird by law, under the pains 

and penal ties of t his Honorable Court. 

? R.AYJ:R FOR :\EL IEF. 

lii29'N \PW:!l FI:l-T-Ms Hl:JLdlTQ SF 9?!! 1 3 C:Atf~~. Complainant prays that 

your Honor will order and decree a reference to be held by and 

before the Register of this Court, to det ermine the extent of the 

property, bOth real and personal, of the defendant and the value 

thereof and to ascertain and fix a reasonable amount as alimony, 

pendente lite and permanehtJ and as counfel~ be paid to t he com-

plai nant for the prosecution of this suit, all of such sums to 

be suitable and commensurate with the property and earning capa

city of the defendant and with the condition and state in life 

of your complainant; and that such findings be reported bU the 

the making of such repor t that 
Register to your Honor; that upon 

unto the complainant such a
your Hibner ·will render and decree 

P
endente lite and as Solicitor~fees as are 

mounts for alimony 
·n capacity of the def-

. stent with the property and earn~ g 
cons~ , ,L 1 inallt ' ~ . . and t te in life of comp a 
endant and 6§ the cond~t~on s a 

of this cause complainant prays 
the final hearing 

That upon and decree that the bonds 
Honor will render, adjudge 

that your the complainant and the 
. ting between 

heretofore ex~s . t be co-ain 
of matrimony d that your compla~nan '""t:) 

dissolved an . 
defendant be for ever . h uld she so des1reJ 

i Eelat~on, s 0 

to contract the marr age 
per~itted your complainant a 

render and decree unto 
that your Honor will 
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suitable amount to be paid to her by the defendant as permanant 

alimony in such manner and aoount as your Honor may deem proper 

and , as in duty bound, your complainant will ever pray. eetc ., 

etc. , 

S'l' Ol'VE & STOllli. 

Solicitors for Complaint. 

~ OOT NOTE :-
The defendant , Calvin Pressly, is required to answer 

each umd every paragraph of the foregoing bill of complaint 

from "FIRST" to "FOUR7'1~ both inclusive, but not under oath, ans-

wer under oath being hereby expressly waived. 

STOlfi & STOHE . 

Solicitors for Complaint • 

• 
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MARY l.t~TJLD.'. PHE'3ST .. Y, ( 
Complainant. ( 

( 
-vs- ( 

( 
0.;\LVIN 1?HESSLY, ( 

Do fendant. ( 
• - - - ~ - - - ~ - ~ -x 

IN THI~ CIRCUIT COURT-EQUITY SIDE 
S'.r ATl~ OF 1\LABA!A 

:&.ALD • .'lll COUNTY 

TO THr' HOllOP.ABLE, THE f!IRCiTIT COURT OF B .. \LD\Vlll 001J!lTY, ST \TE OF 
ALAJJ.J&A, ~QUITY S!DS, AlfD :PilE HO!I. JOIIIl D. L~IGll, .ilJDGE 

THEREO::!,, SI'~TI lG IN W~ ; -

Comes your Complainant, llary Uo.tilda Pressly. and exhibits 

this, her bill ~~~ divorce agninet the do!'ondant, Calvin :>reasly, 
-rJJ - a;..., /,,,_ ~: 

for Ol'"uol ty./ a-..d, ~ ~., ~ ~ .t!• ... ~ r " 

-FIRST-

That your oomplu.inant and the defondnnt a.ro both over the 

age of twenty-one yours o.nd that they aro both "bona fide" :res

i dents of Baldwin County, Alabama, where they huve resided for 

many years, your oomple1nant now living at Dyas and the defendant 

living at Lottie. 

-~lECO!fD-

That your oomplainunt and tho defendant wero married on 

t o-wit: October 9th,. 1918, at Lottie in aaid County and State 

and that tbe7 lived to-gether ~"~a man and wife until, to-wit: 

May 2oth., 1925. 

-C'HIRD-

That during tho last year thu t oompluinant lived with de

fendant that the defendant tsaated your complainant 1n a oruol 

and inhuman manner; ouraing, abuaeing and stl'ik1ng hor; that he 

has often threatened her life; th1 t on to-wit; Jlay 26th the de

fendant slap ad complainant and also atruclk her in the :f.'uce with 

his fiat o.nd wa.s only proYented from infi1ot1ng f'll1~ther injuries 

ja.rhimrby the interference of ooDplainv.nt daughtor who '"as p.~:·es

en t; that the defendant o~ited aotual v1bbenae on the person 

of the oompla t, Bil.d tlu~ t y i)ur complu1 nant, from the oonduot 

of the defen~ant feared a reocourenoe of such violenae attendod 

with danger to lifa and health; th~on aaonnnt ot ouoh cruelties 

your complainant was compelled T.o leave the home of the defendant 

and to k3eek safety at tho home of her brothor where aha is now. 
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FOURTH~ 

Complainont shoWt.~ unto this Oourt that ohc ie without prop

erty of hor orm o.ud 113 unublo to eornc livinG; thl t the defencl~c.nt 

otma tt1·ch rcc.l ond pcruon.ll pro1.e:,.·t· t;f the vu.lne o~ about fi7e 

thou.JU.I'"ld dollw.~3 ( :' 5000) ; that ho ia tU1 exp!1r ianood f!lrmcr t:t!ld 

ocrnu c. f OCd liv:ng ; t hc..t :.t ou.r co!!lpl £1nant :1 Cl d tbct1..~; m - ~~n~ of 

t.hi r, suit . 

~-

to t.hia uo.·rpl n i:1.t, wi t hin tho ti•·)e }'"•t.A.i ··l b;1 luw, u n :l ·;r tbo p~ins 

r . .. ., .. ·~- ... ·~:.1 

.. - .. " t • - -·---- ------

'· 01 ,, f:'~ Li c (I ·~-:du.t : ... J t he ·rrn.luo 

; 11~.1. ~-. u.r ~..t!l1: t.;, -~t :..~.-tLJ .• ~ ~-. :~~.<.-.... s~;. ttl :\..aony, 

' ;!l;.";. ·;~l'Ge }j.,..,1 ,.;.i~~ ':·r.:~ .. fi'1"L, ___ .. c\tlr ~ecl~c ~ ... ~ . .. : ! ·co l,i~n com--

. 
~ '- I _;_ " ' 

• • •J 

~ -

, -
U-•-

. . -.. 

0 

trton.nt:<"i t'or ali.rnon~' pendente J. i t e :.md ; ..; •~lJ...s. • J ' 

~h auru~ to 
• ~t:a..:p-

.... u·n.~ lLo...; ;:21&~-

...o i n l ife 

that 

r;:hut upon i;no :final J1>-:-· :n.; .r t .i::: uu teo coop lt!!nu..'l't pru.;ro 

of matrimony heretofore exi 3tlut, bc;t\Jc en the c:ompla:.&.ni.ll.r~ und the-

rle f cndant he for ev~r J.issol'Ted a.uu th at Jour complainant be ugs iz.. 

nermi tted to c ontraot the marriage eelo.tion, chould. aho 1.::0 des ire 

that your Honor will rend.~r and dacreo unto your oomplainunt a 
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auitable 
k ~ 

unt 1:o j~~Mpuid to h·~ by the defendant as permanan" 

alimo..v 1· ·st~.eh z:1;;..n,n ''-" t.!lid "'·· o'.tr..t e..o ;rou.r Hon('r may deem propt)r 
~., 

sad, ur; .LU J-:4ty bGund, ¥i..'1.U' ccnplniu:.:...nt "'ill eve1· pru:v, ~·, 

oto., 

:~licitora for Complain~. 

• 


