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The State of Alabama,} ~----··· CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY 
Baldwin County. 

. 1..-- - . . • _ _ _ _____ • __ • _. _ . _ _ _ _. _. _ _ _ Complainan t. __ .. 

vs. 

Roland W French. -------- ----- _________ ... Defendant. 

Th is cau se, coming on t o be heard at th is Ter m , was submitted u pon the Bill of Complaint, d ecree pro confesso 
an d the testimon y as noted by t h e Register; and, upon consideration thereof, the Court is of opinion that the Complain­
an t is entitled to the relief prayed for in said b ill. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, Ordered, adjudged an d decreed by t he Court, t hat t he bonds of mntrimony heretofore existing 
between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby d issolved, and t he Complainant is forever divorced 
from the Defenda nt. · 

-------------------- - - ~ - - --- -- ---- - ----------- -- ----------- --- --- -- ~-- - ----- - ---------- -- --- ---------------

• 

It is further ordered, that the said . --~~~--~-Jl~~-~119.~ ------ -- ---------------·------- _ ------ ---- _ 

be, and .. . .. 8. ... he is hereby permitted to again contrac t marriage, u pon the payment of the costs of Court in this cause. 

It is further ordered , that the sa id .-----~-~~~--~:r-~n9.:tl ___ _____________________ _ 

pay t h e cost~< herein taxed, fo r which execu t ion may issu e, and if such execution is retu rned "no property found, " then 

. . . .. . Roland W French executiOn for su ch costs may tssu e agamst t h e said ____________ --------- - ---- -- -' ___ ----·- - --------------·--···-

It is fu rther ordered, adjudged and decreed that said __ ______ ?_~~~ - ~~~!?-~h ---·----- -- ------ _ 

shall not again marry except to sn id _____________ _________ !!~-~-~~-- V( __ :w~~I.f_gh _________________ ___ _ 

u n t il sixty days after t h is date, an d that if an appeal is tak en wit hin s ixty days . .. l? .. h e shall not marry again except to 

said ._ Roland V'L Jr~~-I?-_qh ,__ ______ .. ____________________ .. _________ .du r ing t he pendency of sa id appeal 

------ --------- ----- --~~~--------- - --------

Thl, __ _ 2z/-______ ... day of. _ Oo-_oll o_ .. _~ --- ----------------- .19~ 

T H E STATE OF ALABAMA, } 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

I , --

-----· iu·.;g~ -~; -,11.~~~; -~~u~cy~-

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 

_ -------- __ _____ ____ _____ R eg-ister of said Cii:cuiLCoutl. o.Lsaid County. 

Alabama, do h ereby certify that the above is n fu ll , true and correct copy of the decree rendered by sa id Court on 

the _ day of. _____ _ . 192 ___ , in the cause of 

_ -------- - - - ----------- --·--- ________ Complainant. ___ _ 

vs. 

_ -- -- ----------- -- - - ____ --------- ____ ___ ------------------- Defendant ___ _ 

as appears of record in said Court. 

Witness my han d and the seal of said Cour t, th is the . ---------- -- ------- . day of ----- -- --------------192 ___ _ 

----·---------------------------- -Re~is t('r . 



No. ___ _ ~~-~ _• ____ ______ __ _ _ 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALA. 

_____ ~ena. -~x~n_oll ______________ _ 

vs. 

-.-.--.-.R.o land-W- -F-r~neh; .---- - - - -- ·--.--

DECREE OF DIVORCE. 

. ;;<_ 9uc-
Filed in office this _________ ----·-· _ ·--------

day of. _ - - ---- -~• 192. 3 

' ________ .rJ:'..tG&_, _(_4_~~-~-~---
, Register. 

E. 0. M. . ----- ----- ---- --- --- -- -- --- ---- -- ----

r 
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I 
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SENA FRENCH, ~ 
COMPLAINANT. I 

NO. ___ _ 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BAI,DWIN 
vs. 

COUNTY, ALABAlflA. IN EQ,UI TY, 
ROLAND W. FRENCH, 

RESPONnENl' • 

·, 

TO THE f.!ONORABLE JOHN D. LEIGH, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY , ALABAMA , SI'l'TING IN EQ,UI TY: 

THE BILL OF CO:MPLAINT OF SENA FRENCH, EXTUBI TED 
AGAINST ROLAND W. FRENCH, RESPECTFULLY RFP~SENTS AND SHOWS UNTO 
YOUR HONOR THE FOLLOWING: 

1,- Complainant, Sena, French, respectfully shows 
that she was married to Roland W. French in Baldwin County, 
Alabama, November first, 1911; that she and her said husband 
are more than twenty-one years of age, a.nd she is a bona fide 
resident of the State of Alabama, and has been for more than 
a year next prior to the filing of this bill of complaint, and 
her said husband has no fixed place of residence, but is at 
present, to the beet of her knowledge, in New Orleans,, Louisiana. 

2,- In the sunwer of 1915, he struck complainant in 
the face with his fist and knocked her down and she became un­
conscious. In the summer of 1919, he again struck her, and 
caught her by the throat; in February, 1922, he struck her, 
and in December, 1922, he struck her several times. On all of 
these occasions, these blows were stricken her without fault on 
her part, and she has not lived with him since the last act of 
cruelty . She therefore charges that her said husband has been 
guilty of cruel treatment to her, accompanied by violence to her 
person, and endangering her life o~ health. 

3.- Her said husband is an able-bodied man, capable 
of making a good living and properly supporting her , and the 
complainant is without means, and will be dependent on her 
own efforts in future for a support . 

PRAYER. 

The premises considered, complainant prays that her · 
said husband be made party defendant to t his bill, and that 
such orders be made and proceedings be had as are in compliance 
with the rules and practice of this Honorable Court; that she 
be granted a decree from the bon ds of matrimony, temporary and 
permanent alimony, with an adequate allowance for solicitors' 
fees, e.nd the expense of taking testimony in this cause; and 
such other and further relief as she may be entitled to receive. 

soLI CITORSoii CfuliP:EhN ANT. 

FOOT NOTE : The respondent is required to answer each of the 
allegations of the foregoing bill of complaint, but not under 
oath, hi~ answer under oath being hereby expressly waived. 



ANSWER 

sENA FRENCH,COMPLAINAN~. 

-gs. 

ROLAND W. "FREl~C11, 
RESPmTDEN'r • 

l 

l 
l 

l 

IN Tl-ffi CIRCUIT COURT OF BAL 1JN1N 

COUlfrY, ALAJ3Al!A. I ~ "P'Q.UI TY. 

NUMBER __ __ 

NOW C OL'ES 'f "1': UEFEN 1JAN'l' U 'l'I!E ABOVE EN'!' I TL"ED CAU SJ': , 

and for answer to the bill of complaint herein, says: He de-

nies each and every allegation of the same. 

STATE OF LOUISIANA, ) 

P A..'ql St.:f OF ORLEANS • ) 

I, llJdh~ ~. Wt.ucl~ , a Notary Public 

in and for the otate and Parish aforesaid, do hereby certify 

that Roland w. French, whose name is signed to the foregoing 

answer, and who is known to me, acknowledged before me on this 

day, that, being informed of the contents of the sai1 answer, 

he executed the same voluntarily, on the day the same bears date. 

my hand AND OFF! CIAL 

In witness whereof, I h~ve hereunto set 

SEAL, on this, the /{ day of September, 

1923. 

MWct.w-
Not~ary Pu'"Oli 6 ,Parfsh ·of Orleans ,Louisiana. 



ST'ATE OF ALABAMA, ~ 

COUNTY OF MOBILE. } 

Before me, L. c. Harris, a Notary Public 

in and for the State and County aforesaid, person-

ally appeared James H. Webb, who, being by me first 

duly sworn, says that he is of counsel for Mrs. Sena 

French, in the suit for divorce filed by her against 
If 

Roland w. French, and that at the time of the filing 

of said bill, the said Roland w. French was a non-

resident of the State of Alabama, residing in New 

Orleans, Louisiana. 

Sworn to and subscribed 
before me,thie 30th.day 
of July, 1923. 

JJ/ ~ 
~ol!c,Vobile Oou iY:-­

Alabama.. 
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BAY M INET TE, A L A., 

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBL ICATIO N 

STATE OF ALABAMA, 
BALDWI N COUNTY. 

lcJ, m. ""(\!\~ ' be i ng duly sworn, deposes and 

says that he is t he FOREMAN of THE BALDWIN TIMES , a 

We ek ly Newspa per publi shed at Eay Mine t t e , Bal d win 

County, Alabama; tha t the n otic e h e re to attached of 

s .!V\f\ Q_ \:\ 1\...uV\. ~ ~q 

':\ /UJv ~. 

Was published in s aid Newspaper for -'f.- consecutive weeks. 

in the f ollowin g i s s ues : 

Dat e of first publication au%,~ ._ 
,, ~ 

'' second ' ' ' ' 

_Vol. 3£ No . J. r-
Vol. (/ No . "' '' third ' ' ' ' Vol. {I No . ~] '' 

' ' fourth ' . ' ' Vol. l £ No. ?- i_ 
Subscr i bed and sworn to before the undersigned 

thi\~~~~ 
lZ~ ~ ~c~ 

:y..____) ' Ch I ~ -6-6-'---"'----
Foreman. 



• 

SENA FRENCH, 
COMPLA!}l.AUT. 

vs. 
ROLAN~ W. FRENC~, 

RESPONDENT • 

) 

( 

) 

( 

IN T~E CIRCUI~ COURT OF BALDWIN 

COUNTY,ALABAUA, IN E~UITY. 

NUMBER ___ _ 

I , Roland W. French, the defendant in the above 

entitled cause, do hereby accept serYice and notice of 

the demand for oral examination of the witnesses on behalf 

of the complainant in the above entitled cause, and do ,., .... 
further accept service and notice of the time and place of 

taking testimony of said witnesses on behalf of the com-

plainant in this cause, and do further agree that this 

cause may be submitted for a final decree on the ~1~~------
day of 'S~ , 1923. 

WI't'NESS: 

~---------------~~ -



r 



. . ( 

· t!rhe ~eblanb ~otel 
A. H. GOODSON, MANAGER 

NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS, ~ _.? _j' 1922_ 
7 . . .. 





A. H. GOODSON , MANAGER 



' SENA FRENCH, COMPLAINAN~. )'IN ''T'l-lF CIRCUI'T' CI1JR'T' OF BALT)Wibr COUNTY, 
( 

vs. l ALABA}A. IN EQ.UITY. 

ROLANT) W. ~RFNCH,RESPONDEN'T'. 

Deposition of Sena French, a witness examined on be~alf of 
the complainant in the above entitled cause, taken at the off1ce of the 
corrniseioner, in Summerdale, Route 2, Baldwin Cou~ty,_Alabaffia, under 
and by virtue of a comndssion issued out of the C1rcu1t Court of 
Baldwin County, Alabarra, on the 28th. day of September, 1923, for the 
oral examination of the said witness. 

DEPOSI1'ION OF SENA FRENCB:. 

Ky name is Sene. French. I am the comulainant in this case, and was 
married to Roland W. French, in Baldwin County, Alabama, on November 
lst.,l911. We wer~ both more than 21 years of age at the time of the 
filing of the suit for divorce in this case, and I was at the time 
of the filing of the suit a bona fide resident of Baldwin County, 
Alabama, and had been for more than a year next prior to the filing of 
such suit, and at that time, the respondent, Rolan W.French, resided 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, and does so reside at this time. 

In the summer of 1915, my husband , Roland W. French, Btruck 
me with hi~ fist, an1 knocked me down and I lost consciousness . In the 
summer of 1919, he again struck me and caught me by the throat in a 
violent manner . In February, 1922, he struck me several times, I'T' was 
about 11 o'clock at night,and I went to see my friend, Mrs. Lowery,~d 
she praved with me until one o'clock, and advised me to be baptised 
and leave the matter to God, and I took her advice. I also informed my 

la.ndlaoy, Nrs. Shubert, about it, next morning. I did not live with 
my husband, however, for several months after this, and then concluded 
to give him one more trial, but after about two months, in December, 
1922, he gave me another beating,and I have not lived with him since. 
On none of these occasions was any one present,and I am unable to pro­
duce any witness who saw him mistreat me, l>ut I am attaching hereto as 
"Exhibit A", a letter of 1:r. Curtin, to my aunt, Mrs. Glennon, which 
will throw so~e light on the manrcr in which I was treated. This con­
tinued cruelty brought me to a highly nervous state and greatly im­
paired my health,and I was without fault. My husband not only did not 
properly maintain me, often leaving me destitute, but did not uay his 
billa and our disagreements were usually in regard to this. He is an 
able-bodied man, cauable of rraking a good living and properly su·nport­
ing me, and I am without means and dependent on rcy efforts for a support. 

--~ _J.f~. 

STATE OF ALABAl:"A, ) 
COUNTY OF MOBILE. ) 

CER"T''IFICA'T'E. 

I, Delia Nygard, the comrrdssioner in the commission 
hereto attached named,do hereby certify that I am uersonally acquainted 
with the said witness, Sena French,and know her to be the identical 
ueraon named in said commission; that she was duly sworn by me to 
speak the truth, the whole ~ruth, and nothing but the truth, and exam­
ined as above shown, a.nd that her evidence was taken down by me as 
near as mi~ht be,in her own language,and was subscribed by her ih my 
presence, on the 4th . day of October, 1923, at Summerdale, in Baldwin 
County, Alabama. I further certify th~t I am neit~er of counsel nor 
of kin to any of tne uarties to this cause, nor in any manner interested 
in the result thereof. 

Witness rr~ hand and 
1923. 

seal ,this 4th. day of October, 

0d.c ;!}_~£(SEAL). 
c&MilisSioNER. 



856 8 Commission to T ake D eposit io n s on Interrogatories. 

'· ·-....-;.... -

The State of Alabama, l 
......... .?.Q:;.__Q__!f.~.P.-... ... ...... . . .. .... County 

CIRCUIT CO U R T • 

To .. P.~)-.~.?.-.. )~.Y.E;.E;l:!9:.,........ . . ............................................................................................... ............................................... . 

KNOW YE, That we, having full faith in your prudence and competency, have appointed you Commission-

er, and by these presents do authorize you, at such t ime and place as you may appoint, t o call before you a nd 

examine ....... en~ ... ,.. .. :re.llC.b. .. , .. 

················································---- ----·························----------·-----------·····-·········----------·····------------------- ------------------------------------------------• 

as witnesses i.n behalf of ..... J.f.Q.GJ.J?.l~JH!-!:l1:t .. , ........................................................... .in a cause pending in our Circuit 

Court of ...... 1?-l.C:..l!rill ................................ County, of said State, wherein 

................... -?..1?.!:::!!-?: ... ~~r.~.D-.gh_ .................................................................................................. . 

.................................................. ................................................................ J-9. .... Complainant ... . 

and ........................... .................. ................................................. .................................................. ·································· ················ 

................................................. ........................... 7.:9.J:~.~~.4 ..... : ... 7 • • !".9J~9)~ ..................................................... i.;;__ Defendant, 

on oath to be by you administered, upon i9r&&&fa£.o:nfuf.c ... D.r.al. .. e..Y..ai.:liLL:tio.ll ................................................. . 

deposition ........ of the witness ...... .. and return the same to our _Court, with all convenient 
l>lr-===......;,;.--.......-:,.... ---=-=---==--- -

speed, under your hand. 

Witness ......... ?.~~-~ ............ day of .......... ..... .f?.~L .. :t.~-~1?.~.+. ................ 192 ... ~ ... . 

... £'~-~---·········· ··· · ····· · ··· · ··· 
, ' Register. 

Commissioners Fee $ .. ............. ........ . 

Witness Fee's $ ........... ................ . 



No ........................ . 

\["liE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

.. 
............... L .. ~!.~J..g..wJ.P. ... ............................ County. 

CIRCUIT COURT . 

. . ............ o:-. . qP.~ ... +:.r.~.l~9.h ........................................ . 

~ ........ . - --.. ··-............. ---... - .. -............. --· .. --- .. ----.... ---------.. 
Complainant ... . ... . 

vs . 

......... : ... ,Q.JJm.~ ... :I .. P.r.enc.h.+····························· 

D e fendant ..... . 

COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOS ITION 

ON INTERROGATORIES. 

COMMISSIONER: 

············· r··································· ································· 

\ WITN ESSES : 

... ......... .......... : .. 9.0~ .... ~. :(.~.P9.b. .•............................... 



- --~ ...... 

(;.J J-Mer. P . Co. 

~ The State of Alabama, County 

SENA FRENCH Complainant 

No. vs. 

ROLAND W. FRENCH Defendant 

The Complainant 

requests the ora l examination of the follow ing named witness 

on her behalf, viz.: 

Sena French 

said witnesses reside 111 the County of Baldwin 

State of A labama. 

who reside a t 

Deli a Nygard 

Summerdale, Route 2, 

BALDWIN 

Circuit Court of Mili1li County 

IN EQUITY 

is suggested as a suitable person lobe appoi nted Commissioner to take depos ition of said 

witness on such oral exam ination 

Soli ci t01£for .... C.omplai.na.nt ........................ . 



No ................................ . 

B~l1N.~N 
Circuit Court of ~ County 

Bay :Minette, 
~Alabama 

IN EQUITY 
------=-- - -

.......... .. ... S..e.ri.~ ... F.r.e.nch., ....... ..................•.......... 

.. ................... ........ Q.~_~pJ~~-!:1-~-~-~--.. ··················: .. 

vs. 

· ............ J~.9.J.~.D: .4 .... w.~ .... F.-,;.~.ng_h ............................. . 

....... -!. .................... ~-~~-P.~-~-~-~!?-:~ .. ! ..............•...... ... 

DEMAND FOR ORAL E XAMINATION 

Filed ···· ···¥.f~ .. ~.?Yc ....... 19.!. .. ?.. 

l 

1' 

( 
• . 
r , 



8581 NOTE OF TESTIMONY. 

Sena French 

v·s. 

______________ B_<?.J~~~-JY. ... ~-~-~P..~?..t ........................................ . 

) 
\ 
! 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY. 

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complainant upon the original Bill of Complain_t , ................................... . 

Answer and ggreement to submit and testimony of Sena French. 
--••···-"•••••••·••••••••-·•·••-·-••••~•-••·-•·•••-•••••••••••••u••••·••••••••--•-••••••• •••••••••••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••·••••• ••·••••••·••y•••••••••••••••••••••·•••••••••••••·•··-·· ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·--··•-

-----·-·---•••-••--·•··-•·-·---•••••-•---•••··-•-•-••·•-·------•-·•·---•·•··-----••••••••·•••-•••••·•••••••·••••••••••••·•~-••••••--•••••·n--•--••••·•-•-·•••••••••• •--

and in behalf of Defendant upon ..................... ............................................................. ..... ............. ......................................... .. ... 

.................................................................................................. ------·--·····-~_:·_· __ :·_-_:·:·:_::·::: 

- -·- ................... , ......... ] 
---·-···-········ ···· ':} 4- 1:11 .... ······ .... R•gi.t« 

I 



No . . -------------------------------

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN C_OUNTY. 

----~~----2--~----~--- -~---- ~-------

va. I -------------------------------------- ----- ------------------------------------------- I 
~ , 

J't,~- -{_l ~0 ~ 
·------ ----- --- - - --- ----· · ---~-----·--- - - , -L~---- --- -- --- - ---- '1· 

~ 

NOTE OF TESTIMONY. 

File d in O p e n C ourt this __________ _____ /c? ______ ____ __ ______ _ 
-4 3 (L -<!_.... 

day of _______ : · --------------··----------------~----------- --- ----19 ----·-· 

___________ '.L.c.t.:.e:./.1_~~ 1 

Regis ter 

.. 


