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Wl~l . F . BISCHOFF, } 

) 
COill':UilJ~NT , ) 

} IN THZ CIRCUIT COURT OF 
) 

- vs- ) ~LD'!JIN COUNTY , AlABAMA . 
) 
} 

L. J . PET'.8rtS, ) I N EQ.UITY 
) 

rtZSPOl:DEJ:TT • } 

Comes L. J . Peters, respondent in above styled cause and 

for answer to bill of complaint exhibited against her by ~m . F . 

Bischoff, Complainant in said cause , s?ys: -

FIRST : In answer to the allegations of parasraph 1 , she 

says that she bas no knowledge of the allegations therein con­

tained that '.'!m . ,j
1

• Bischoff is over the age of twenty- one years 

and a resident of Chicago , Illinois , and she demands strict proof 

thereof. 

She admi ts that she is over twenty-one years of age and a 

resident of 544 Stratford .Avenue , 1:-kron, Ohio . 

s~conn : As to allegations of paragraph 2 , she denies that 

~m . ~ . Bischoff is in peaceable possession of lands therein des-

cribed, namesy, NorthWBSt quarter of Southwest quarter of sectlon 

Thirty-four, in township F ive south of ran~e Four east , conta ining 

forty acres , more or less in Baldwin County , ~labama. But on the 

contrary alleges the facts to be that she is in the peaceable pos-

session of sa id l ands and is the true owner thereof through and 

by means of mesne conveyances from the United States Government . 

THIRD : As to the allegations of paragraph 3 , of said bill 

of complaint she says that she claims to own and does own in fee 

simple the said lands . She admits that there is no suit pending 

to test or enforce the validity of such claim or encumbrance, and 

She further says that her title to the aforesaid l ands is derived 

through and by the following instruments : 



(by agreement of counse l it i s admitted that on to - wit : the 14th 

day of Februar y , 1908 one N. Layne , a wi dower , was the owner in 

fee simpl e of said lands and for convenience ~espondent i s re ­

l ieved from setting for t h the numerous conveyances through and by 

which t he sa i d N. Layne acqu i red f e e simple t itle to t he said 

lands) 

and the said Respondent c l aims to own and does own in fee 

suuple the aforesaid l ands through and by the following conveyan­

ces , namel y : :Deed N. Layne , a widower , to '.!m. 2!1 • Bischoff , dated 

Februar y 14th, 1908, f iled for record in the offi ce of the Judge 

of Probat e of Bal dwin County , ~labama , on February 17th, 1908 , 

and recorded in sa i d office in Deed Book 12 r;s pages 595- 6; deed 

from IVm . i . Bi schoff , a widower t o :::dwar d 1 . Best , dated Au311st 

6th, 1912 , fi l ed for record in the offi ce of the Ju~ge of Pro ­

bate of Baldwi n County , Alabama , October 1, 1912 and recorded in 

sai d off ice i n Deed Book 20 NS page 141; deed fr om Edwar d L. Best 

and Donna J,I . Best to James R. Hawkins , dated 1,Jay 18th, 1912 , filed 

for record in the office of the Jud3e of Probate of Baldwin County , 

.t1.labama on October 1 , 1912 and recorded in said office in :Jeed 

Book 20 rs page 142 ; deed from James .R , Hawkins and Catherine 1,1 . 

Hawkins to Louis Glendenning , dat ed December 6th , 1912 , fi l ed for 

recor d in the office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin Count~' , 

Alabv..r:: .... or Lecen:ber lOth , 1912 and r ecorded in said office iii 

Deed Book 19 NS pages 522- 23; deed from Louis Jlendenning and 

Thurza Glendenning , ijis wife, to L. J . Peters 

dated the 9th day of October 19 16, filed for record in the 

office oi t~e Jud5e of Probate of Beldwin County , =labama , on the 

27th day of October, 191 6 , und recorded insa.id office in Deed 

Book 23 :;.3 page 674 
' 

1~0 allegation herein made or u ~reement shall be construed 

as an admission on the part of the Respondent that the Complain­

ant '.Vm . n, . Bischoff is the same person as ·.:m . } • Bischoff who 

0\med said lands onl,.U;SUSt 6th , 1912 • 

. ::..nd now having fully answered the alle 6'8.tions of said bill 

of complaint the Respondent hereby calls upon tt-e said Complain-



ant to set forth and specify any title , claim, interest in or 

encumbrance upon said lands which he claims and how and by what 

instrurnent or instruments the same is derived . 

And the said 1 . J . Peters prays that this be taken as a 

cross bill and that the said '!lm . i . Bischoff be made a Respondent 

hereto and by proper process be re1uired to plead, answer or de­

mur thereto within the time snd under the penalties prescribed by 

le--w and the practice of this Honorable Court. 

And the said L. J. Eeters furt her prays that upon the fi -

nal hearing of this cause your ~onor-~ill decree that the said 

'.Jm . F . Bischoffnhas no right, title or ineerest or claim in and 

to or encumbrance upon the lands hereinabove described or any 

part thereof , and that the title to said lands be quieted in the 

said L . J. 1 eters as against the said 'Nm . JJ' . Bischoff. 

~nd the said L. J. ~eters further prays i for such other, 

f urther or different relief as in equity she should be entitled 

to . 

t>olicitors for 
Uomplaiaant I. 

'.!m . JJ' . Bischoff is required to answer every alle ga. tion of 

the fore~oing cross bil l, paragraph 1 to ~ , i nclusive , but not 

uneer oath, oath is 

Be it understood that the delay in filing this answer was 

by agreement of counsel and it is further agreed that the Respond-

ent in her answer to bill of complaint filed by Complainant and 

Complainant in his answer to Respondent 's cross bill each s~~ll 

be and hereby are relieved from setting out and specifying the 

various conveyances through which N. Layne , a widower , acquired 

the title to the lands described in the Complaint and cross billj~ 

~tl . f - 1 t d - I·T Ia. -d ~dt/f- ~,..(/ ~~ e ~n ee B1TJ1P e was ves e ~n .v . yne, a w~ ower , 4Ptl..9 year- b 

1908 .~ut, this should not be construed in~ Respondent~s 



answer as an admissi on on he r part t hat t he Wm . l!, . Bi schoff 

mentioned i n her chai n of title i s the same person as the Com-

plainant. 

So~Co~Cross 
Respondent ~m . J. Bischoff . 

','/e hereby acknowledJe receipt of the fore -so ins answer and 

cross bill and waive formal service. 

£~r~ Cross 
Respondent ~m . i . Bischoff. 



8581 NOTE OF TESTIM~O~N.:..Y~---------------------

. . ~~~~~~e .. ~~~~~9~:1'., .. q.~q.<?~. J3;i..s.~}lqff . wd. .. 

.. l.i~~!r .. ~~ - ~~ ~9~1P.f.t: · . .. .. . . . . . ... .. . . . . . . . . 
Compl: i nants • 

• • • • 0 •• •• •• 0 • • • 0 •••• •• 0 . 0 •• •• ••• •• • • • • • • • • • 0 

vs. 

c.~ .L. Peters 
• ••• •• ••• • • • 0 • • 0. 0 . 0 •• •••••• • •• • • • 0 • ••• • • • • 

'qospondent 

THE S T A'.rE OF ALABAMA, 
BALDWIN COUNTY 

I N EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURTOF BALDWIN COUNTY. 

This cause is submitted in behalf of Con.plainant upon the original Bill of Complaint, ______ _ 

~.~':t . . ~E!~.t.ri,llp.p~Y . . Qtt .•!.ti-. ~ i~hoff. , .. :- .11~\'ft.F. P.P~ ,ql=Q ·!~. p;l)..J. .Q{ - ~~13J>.O.l\d,P,I).t, . Mli . ... . 

. ~.sf..e.r: .Qf.' .CPll!Pla.innnts •.... ... ..... . . . . .. . ... . . ... . ....... . ..... . ... . .............. . 

and in b eha li of Dafendant upon . . .... .. ... . ___ __ ............ ______ ........ _ . 

• • • • 0. 0 • • • • • •• - •••• ••• 0 ••• • 0 ••••••• •• •• 0 ••••••••• 0 ••• 0 •• 0 ••••••• 0 • • • • • •• 0 0 .. ..... . 0 • • • • 0 • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 •••••• • 0. 0 . ....... .. ........ ... . .......... 0 ••••• • 0 0 0 . 0 •••• • • • •• 0 •••• • • • 

Register. 



No. __ ___ __________ _ 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA 
BALDWIN COU.t\TY 

IN EQUITY, 
CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWJN COl'.t\TY. 

··-·-··--------·-············-············--·-······--·····-·---·-···-··--··--····- . 
vs 

----------------------~ 
NOTE OF TES'l'IMOKY 

F iled in Open Court this ___ _!r __ .. ___ . __ 
day oL _______ a~~----· ·---- I9~r 
........ 1-.Q ..................... : ............................. . 

Register 

\OI OORE ~TGCO 

. · >P· 



..... , - ., -
ORAL DEPOSITION Moore Ptg. Co., Bay Minette 

The State of Alabama ( 
Baldwin County ~ 

Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, 
(In Equity) 

_______ .. _m_.I!_._B_i_S_C_h_O....:cf._:::..f--=-' __________ COMPLAINANT 

vs . 

.. i ss L . J . r e t ers , ______ RES PONDENT 

1, - --
_ . .. . rt i hel'u0ll9 

as Register and Commissioner -

have called and caused to come before me .. fu - . ....... 1 cr ... of.2 ' 

witness- named in the requirement for Oral Examination, on the _ _ l_l_t~Y of -
..-eo 

~.at the office of _JL,,....~;4t~e~I~· ..... ,-------- --- -

in a ' Mi ne tte --- - · , Alabama, and having first sworn said witness- to speak the 

h h .d \, itness , 
truth, the whole truth. and nothing but the trut , t e sal --- -----"----

_____ doth depose and say as follows: 

I • 



ORAL EXAMINTAION 

I -' · " · L i che-r s om, , ---- - - --as Register and Commissioner hereby certify 

that t he foregoing deposition on Oral Examination was taken down in writing by me in the words 

of the witness- and read over to h i rr· and h~e ___ signed the same in the presence of 

myself and 

at the t ime and place herein mentioned; that I ha ve personal kaowledge of personal identity of said 

witness ___ or had proof made before me of the identity of said witness ____ ; that I am not of 

counsel or of kin to any of t.he parties to said cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof. 

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court. 

Given under my hand and seal, this llthday of .....,e c 1 9 23 ~ 

~tfZ_~ ____.~z.__..JC._..:__....!::::_!::.._ _ ____ _ -=--( L. S.) 
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T~S~IMOriT OF WILTI AM F . BISCHOFF. 

My name is i'!illiam F . Bischoff . 

My last name is spelled B-i-s- c-h-o-f- f . 

I reside in Chicago , Ill . 

I am over t wenty one years of age. 

I am familiar with the rorth west quarter of south 

·:.'est quarter of Section ~hirty Four (34) Township Five 

south (5) ~ange Four (4) ~ast, Baldwin Cou~ty, Al abama. I 

purchased this property through Mr. H. E. Landry, as agent. 

Mr. Landry was real estate agent. All I know is that the 

name is signed to my deed. I do not know the man by the name 

of Erb or Layne, who formerly owned this property . 

Mr. Landry lives with Mrs. ID. Adams , Beverly Heights , 

Chicago, Ill . Mr. Landry handled the entire transaction to­

gether with the money for me. 

s oon af!er I bought this lar.d I came to Bal dwin County 
~~~<. rP~4~ 

and we nt out to look at the lan~but did not do anything to 
~ifAt~ ' I 

it~ Soon after I returned from Baldwin County, I gave M:r . Young 

of Fairhope, Alabama, noti~e to chop dovm the frait trees and 
~~~l4...~~~~~~....,.,....._.~ 

burn them~ as they were in~ured by the stock and the peach trees 

were wotthless on accottnt of scale and I have hot had anything 

to do with the land until April about a year ago . 

I asses sed this property for taxes each year since I pur­

chased same and have paid taxes on it each year e~a, 
a!'tEl-the Ta..x-I'd38Gesgr rifl.lee a. t e take my money t k;: s yea! tm-

aecount of it beiHg ~eia ey ~gth~r ~arty end eeifl~ an e110l in 

my 6B88BBffieflt . _Q p~ ~ ~ ~ I'P 2- 3.. · 

-:hen I vtas down here about April, a year ago, I posted 

notices against trespassing. 

I claim to ovm this property throug h B. Layne by virtue 

of deed dated February 4th,l908, who conveyed direct to me and 

through the deed from Louis M. Erb and Addie M. R.rb, his wife , 



to r. Ijayne , deed dated the 9th day of January , l908 , 

both of said deeds conveying this prop,rty and both deeds 

are hereto attached and marked ' Rxhibit A & B'. I have 

never conveyed this property to any person nor have I 

ever offered it for sale. 

-·hen I ca.1e back in Aprj 1 about a year ago, I came 

down to post notices on the pl ace and some body was t here 

on the p l ace and stated that they were just camping there . 

I will get possession of one of the notices posted and 

hereto attach same and mark'Zxhibit c ' . ':".'hen I came down 

about a year ago I found a man on the place and I asked him 

who owned the place and he said he did not ~1ow and also 

stated that he was just camping there . 

I came soon after I purchased the land to take charge 

of same and have been paying taxes on it ever since up 

until 1923 when through a mistake in my assessment , the 

cler~ woul~ not accept my money offe r ed him. 

I am past sixty-n i Pe years of age . I was a married man 

at ~ugust 6.1912 and my wife vms r.amed caroline Bischoff . ~e 

lived in Chicago. 

I have never made .a conveyance to ~lbert 1 . Best of 

this property described in this complaint now have I made 

a conveyance of it to any other person. I claim to still 

ovr.r it and at no time have I ever off ered it for sale . 

I do not know the man by the name of James ? . Hawkins. 

on August 6,1912, I was married to Caroline Behm, who _ 

is my wife n O\'l aLd I do not remember the exact year we mar­

ried but we marri ed thirty five or forty years ago. ~e were 

maYriei ir Chicago, I have al;:ays lived in Chicago, having 

lived there since 1871. My wife v:as a Chicago girl. I do 

not remember her address when we married, it was somewhere 

in Chicago . I was living on Chicago Avenue at May street at 

the ti~e I vms married. MY wife and I have never separated 

during ~t t)S.ime • I have a boy and two girls . The boy~s 



- _,. 
, -

name is Harrj L. Bischoff and one of the girls name is 

Adeline Ullirich and the other's name is Grace Bischoff. 

I have no blil.siness now. It has been al out three years 

since· I engaged in any business. I was in the engineering 

business at the time I quit. I was in the engineering busi­

ness about forty years. I was stationar~ engineer. I worked 

for the firm of ~,he peter Hand Brewery Company for thirty 

years . I worked for this Brewery Company for thirty years 

cmntinously up to the time I retired. 

I have been in good health for several years. 

I never kLew a man by the name o ~lbert L. Best nor 

one by the name of L. M. Harding. I never knew one by the 

name of Louise ~. Smith that I know of. I never knew one 

by the name of C. S. Scheffer or Schaffer . 

Defendant 's Attorney showing to witness, deed purport­

irg to be executed by wm . F. Bischoff to Elbert L. Best 

dated AugD3t 6th, 1912 acknowledge~ and same dated before 

louise R. Smith , a rotary Public, coo:·- C oubt y, Illindlis, 

witnessed by L. il. Harding and c. s. Schaf16r, recorded in 

the office of the Judge of Probate, october 11,1912 in need 

Boo'k 20 r . s. pages 141 to 142, ';';itness examined same and 

stated that is not my sigrature. It is Signed by somebody 

who knows my hand writing, looks like mine but is not . ~it­

ness comparing signature on the deed with the signature on 

copy of the rotices posted on the lands testified, that is 

not ~y hard writing , there is quite a difference in the sig-

natures . 

I assess other lands in Baldwin County. I did not make 

the assessments for taxes i n persoL, Mr. Irving made them 

for me. I do not knov1 whether I ever made the assessments in 

person. ~ach year he would send the assessment sheet to me 

and would give me the description written on it and I would 

sign it and send it back to him. I do not whether I ever 

signed this sheet, I was never asked to sign them. After I 

bought the land Mr. Mix looked over the papers and said they 

were alright and after then Mr. Irving sent not ices. 



---

I asses c.- ed e i ghty acres of land ~ a t firs t , I paid /(.;;:.y...._ 

for this pl ace about twelve dollars (.:' 1 2. 00 ) . There would 

be in the description of rorth \"est quarter, forty acres . 

I cann ot locate and mark on plat the forty acres in ques­

tion. I do n ot knov: much about Govet·nment numbers . There 

would be in the rorth hal f of the rorth ·;,est quarter, 

one hundred and sixty acres (160) . 

I am able to work and have always been able to work. 

I have not bee r sick at all , I have been up . I have been 

under the care of Dr. Lukhart. I do not know his initials. 
o-r 

I was under his c~n-e about two years-1 for a cou ple of weeks . 

He \'I~ treating me f or general run-down . By this I mean 

getting weaker and l osing in weight. A fellow by the name 

of Kerper also treated me. I do not know the initials of 

Dr. Kerper. He treated me about four years ago . He treated 

me f or the same trouble . He is not a specialist of a~y kin~ . 

Dr. Lukhart was not a specialist. No other Doctors that I 

know have tr ea ted me . 

I am assess ·ng another place near Fairhope. Mr. Irving 

assessed the land for me. He would just fill the as sessment 

sheet out and send it to me . I never wrote trr. Irving or 

Mr. MiX what lands I was assess ing, they would just assess 

from the old assessments . Mr . Irving first wr~te me that my 

title did not look right and that I had better examine it . 

He afterwards wrote me and asked why I w~s paying jaxes on 

the land when I had sold it in 1912. At this time I began 

to investiga te. I ma;r have these letters at home ~ I do not 

.kn ow. 

I swear that I ddd not sigr that deed . I S7'ear tha. t I 

have ro t been before Louise .:. Smith and signed that deed . 

That is not my signature. 

''fitne ss being shown letter dated october 26,1911 to 

~: ort hern Abstract Company testifies that is not my signature . 

!Je tter datedQctober 26 ,191 1 may hav·. been written for me and 



-­. _,._ 

signed by another party for I ddd not sign that . That is 

the signature of the book-keeper or cashier of the 

peter Hand Brewery Company. One of them is dead, the other 

is still living. He being shown letter dated October,l91~, 

says I did not sign that letter~ some body wrote the letter 

for me. He further stated that it v~s w.ritten by the Cashier 

or Book-keeper of the Peter Hand Brewery Company. Being 

shwon letter dated October 4, 1911 testifies, that is no t 

my signature and I did not si~nthis, somebody wrote it for 

me and signed my name to it. I had the Cashier of the 

peter Hand Brewery Company write down here about the land 

for me from ti:ne to time and he attended to all of the writ-

ing for me and he attended to the paying of the taxes for 

me . I write a very poor hand and would show them let ters 

that I had and tell them what to say. ~hey would not do this 

except when 1 told them to. I depended first on 1~ . Mix 

then on Mr . Irving to look after the taxes for me. I did 

not know what lands I v~s assessing. After my first assessment 

I diJ. not kno•; what lands I was assessing ,. and just relied 

on them to assess it for me . 

Witne .:::s attaches three letters to his deposition and 

marks them ~xhibits ~. & P. & G. 

I depended upon t.~r . :_i and b:J.r . Irvirg to assess my 

property for me and v:hen they sent me the assessment sheet 

it coriesponded with the numbers ~n my deed , and I would re ­

turn the sheet to them v1ith check in the sum stipulated by 

them to pay the taxes. The book-keeper and cashier would 

write letters for me. They did this at my request, because 

I was a very poor writer. 

I kno71 that the bo0k-keeper and cas ier ·{{Tote letters 

for me but I could not say positively that some other persons 

did not m-ite :or me and I iid :~ot sign this deed to ..;lbert 

1 . Best dated October 6, 1912 and 1 do not know anybody by 

this name ap )earing on this deed. 
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,:!M. F. BISCHOFF , ) 
) 

C011PLA H1 ANT , ) 
) 
) IN THA C I~CUIT COUF T OF 

- vs- ) 
) BALD'.', IN COtJ'1'TY I ALABAMA, 
} 

L. J. P~TE!.S, I N En lTITY. 
) 

R&SPOND~NT . ) 
) 

comes \',m . F. Bischoff and for answer to the 
L(.o. ( ~ f /,,'(( 

~-at9lt answer11 fild.d in the above styled cause by 

~. J . peters , respo~dent , says: 

The said ·.vm. F . Bischoff styled as complainant 

in the original petition filed herein admits the correct -
F. 

ness of the deed from r. Layne , a widower , to ~m. /Bischoff 

dated Fetruary 14th,l908 , filed for record in the office of 

t he Judge of probate , Baldwin county , Alabama, February 17th, 

1908 and recorded in the said office in need Book 12 N. S. , 

pages 695 and 6; the said ~m. B. Bischoff further states 

that he is the iden~ical ~~. F . Bischoff who purchased the 

said land from the said r. La.:ne , as per the above mentioned 

deed and that he is now the owner of the said land described 

in the said deed; that soon after the purchase of the said 

property, the said ~m . F. Bischoff came to Baldwin county, 

and V/ent upon the land taking the same in charge and taking 

possession of the same; that there was some fruit and other 

trees growing on the said property and that im nediately after 

he took possession of the same the Department of Agriculture 

gave him notice to cut down and destroy a portion of the said 

trees as they were infected with a disease; that upon receipt 

of these instruct ions .. :he said ',',rm . F. Bischoff gave instruc-

tions to !·.1r. Yonng of Fairhope, Alabama, to cut down and burn 

the said trees; that while he was not present, he received 

information by letter from Mr. Young stating that the trees 

f<. ' • 



--. 

had been cut down and burned acconiing to his instructions. 

I do not t hink I have the original letter in my possession 

a t -present but if I should find it upon my return to Chicago 

I will attach same and mark it so that it m~y be identified. 

The said W1I . F. Bischoff fur t her states that he has cont i n-

ously paid the taxes oft this p~operty each year since date 

of purchase and that there are no due and unpaid taxes on 

same; that he has paid the said taxes through his agents , 

Mix and Irwin; that each year his agent v,rould forward to 

said ',"m. F . Bischoff, a tax list showing the land they had 

assessed to him together vTith the amount of taxes assessed 

against same o.nd that said '.'.·m . F . Bischoff would then mai~ 

to his agent or cause to be mailed to his agent a check in 

payment of same and that each yea1· since the purchase of 

said property he has paid taxes on the said land. 

?he said wm. F. Bischoff hereby specmfically de-

nies that he executed or had knowledge of the execution of 

the deed mentioned in the answer of L. J . oeters, the re -

spondent and herein described as beir:g from t;,rm . F. Bischoff, 

a widower, to ':dvrard 1. or 1nbert rJ . Best, deed dated Aug­

ust 6th,l912 and fil ed for record in the office of the Judge 

of Probate, Baldwin County, Alabama, October l~t,l912, and 

recorded in said office in :Jeed Book 20 r . s. Page 141. The 

s9.id ·::m . F. BischofJ' further denies that the signature affix-

ed to the said deed is his and that it was not signed by or 

with his consent by any person for him or at his reauest . 

~h~; said i'.'n: . F . :::,i.Jchoff :..:a.rther states that he knows 

nothing of the exectltion of the deei from ·;award L. or Elbert 

L. Best and Donnah M. Best to James :::::. Hawkins , dated May 18 , 

1912 and filed for record in the office of the Juige of Pro­

bate, Baldwin cow1ty , Alabama, october 11,1912, and recorded 

in said office i~ Deed Book 20 r .s . Page 142; he further states 

that he know~ nothiiJg of the execution of the dee .i from James 

~ . Hawkins and catherine H. Ha-..·lkins to J,ouis Glendenning. dated 



---
December 6,1912 and filed for record in the off ice of the 

Judge of probate , ~alav:in County, Alabama, october 10,1912 

and recorded in said office ir. Deed Book 19 r .s. page 522 

and 523 ; he further states that he knov:s nothing of the 

execution of the deed from Louis ~lendenning and Thurza 

~-jil!!!ll!!--=:;;;::;;::,lGlettde ni...,g , hi s wi fe , to L . J . Peters , tearing date of 

do.,y of , 19 __ , and f iled for record ----------------------
in the office o~ the Judge of Probate , baldwin County , Ala-

bama, on the day of , 19 __ , ~nd re-

corded in saia office in ~eed Book P.S.,Page • 

The said. r;·m. F . Bischoff further states that Edward 

L. or ~lbert L. Best acquired no interest in the property 

described in original by deed dated August 6th,l912 , filed 

for record in the office of the Judge of' Probate , october 1, 

1912 and recorded in sai~ off ice in Deed Book 20 I . s . , Page 

141; that the said. aeed which purported to have been execut­

en. by ··:m . F. Bischoff, was not executed by ..... m. F. Bischoff, 

the ovmer of this property, and if executed at all,was ex­

ecuted by another man by this name who had ro interest in the 

said proper ty and the said ;•rm . F. Bischoff further states 

that there are a number of erasers in the said purpo1ted deed 

which i ndicate that the sa~e was and is a forgery. 

Th~t the said James P. . Hawkins acquired no interest 

by virtue of his purported deed from the saii ~dward I . or 

Blbert L. Best ard Jonnah M. Best as the said Best had no 

interest to convey; that Louis Glendenning acquired ~o inter­

est from James :"'. Haw1-:ins and Catherine M. Hawkins into the 

said prooerty described in this complaint ; that the said rJ . J . 

petl3rs acquir ed no interest in the property described in this 

complaint ry virtue of the deed from Louis Glendenning and 

~hur"a Glendenning, his wife ; the said ~m. F . Bischoff fur­

ther states that L. J. Pe ters could not acquire the interest 

of Louis Glendennirg and his wife who acquired their interest 

from James H. Hawkins and catherine M. Hawkins v1ho acquired 



• 

--' -

their jnterest from :~award L. or Nlbert IJ . Bsst and Donnah 

1~! . Best who claims to have acquired thier interest f:rom 

':tm. F . Bischo.ff , a widower, which said deed was not executed 

l::y the said ... =n. F . Bischoff, the owner of this prooerty and 

which deed has beer altered a n~~ber of times, as shown by 

ce o he sai e e • 

The said "'m. F . Bischoff states that he w11.s a mar·ried 

man ir August 6, 1912; that he has been married for some t~irty 

five or forty years . 

The said ~E. F. Bischoff, by virtue of the agreement 

between the ~ttorneys hereof is not called upon to show his 

title fnrt her than the deed from r. Layne to the said \'/m. F. 

Bischoff. The said L. J. peters claims his interest by virtue 

of a deed from wm . F. Bischoff, a widower • 

sworn to and subscribed 
before me this lOth day 
of necember,l923. 

~~'-
Notary Public, ~aldwin County, Ala. 



Vfd.. F. BISCHOFF, ) 
) 

COr.Il?LAINAUT, ) 
) Il~ THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
) 

- vs- } .ru LDWill COUNTY, AIABAJlA . 
) 
) 

L. J .. l>ETERS, ) IU EQUITY 
) 

RESPOHDEHT. ) 

Comes L. J. Peters, respondent in above s tyled caase and 

for answer to bill of oomplt\in.t exhibited a:Sl=linst her by ',Vm . P . 

Bi sc.!loff , ~olllplaint1.nt in :1~id of:! use:.- a~tys ;-

PI!\ST : In answer to the alle~t ions of pa.rs.3Taph 1, she 

says toot sho has :no k:no,ded~e of the a. lle t_';ations therein con-

teined tbat ''Vm . } . Bischoff is ove:c thq uge of twenty-one years 

and a resideut of ChiOB1Q, Illinois, an.~t sho demands strict proof 

thereof. 

She admits that she is over twenty-one years o~ a 0e and a 

resident of 544 Stratford avenue , Akron, Ohio. 

:3i~GOH.D : As to alle~tionH of pare.Jreph 2 , she denies t hat 

·~1m. i . Riscn.of:~ is in peaceable possession of lands therein des-

oribed, na.mesy, liorthw.ast quarter of douthwest quarter of section 

Thirty-four, in township ffive south of ran~e ~our east, containing 

forty aores, more or les~ in Euldwir! Couflty, hl~bama . But on tho 

contrary alle~es the faots to be tru1t ~ho is in the pea ceable pos­

session of said l unda and is the true owner t hereof through and 

by means of mesne conveyances from the ~nited ~tates ~overnment. 

THIRD: As to the alle ~tions of para~aph 3, of said bill 

of complaint ahe says that ahe olaims to own and does ovm in fee 

simple the said l ands. She admits t hat there is no suit pending 

to test or enforoe the validity of su~h claim or enoumbr~noe, and 

She further says that hor title to the aforesaid l ands is derived 

through and by the following instruments: 

. 
/ 



(by agreement of counsel it is admitted that on to-wit: the 14th 

day of ~,ebru.ary, 1908 one U. Layne , a widower, \\Ss the owner in 

fee simple of said lands and for convenience Respondent is re­

lieved from setting forth the IlU.Dorou.a conveyances through and by 

v:hich the said lT. Layne acquired fee simple title to tho said 

lands} 

.and the su.id RtJ3pondent olo.i;.ls to ow11 o.nd U.oes own i.n fee 

sL .pla tne c..:torv~s.::.d lc.J. liJ thrO.l.<}h :\nd by the followins oonveyen-

ie-oruu.ry l4t~l. 1908, filed i'or r~~cord. in the office of the Jud5e 

froJll 'im . c'• Bi schoff , a \'lid.0 • .'€;'1.' to ·'d\;t.rct L. ;3\:)f..:t, da.toci AU:SUSt 

Gtll, l ~::.; J f ~Jed fol" r.e oo rd. 1n the o.rl:ico of t l1e lotfge of Pro-

btl.t e of .Eald·.vin qounty, ... lnbu;'ls., Octooe:.r 1, l':Jl~ awl reuordod in 

said oflice lr. Devd :Book 20 I';:) pagu 141; deed f.coill. Eawar <l L. Bast 

!:!.nd Do1mc. :1 . Bflst to io.mes R . Hawkins , dated -~Y 18th, l'dl2, filed 

for :cecord in t'he of '"ice of the J~d.;e of rrol:~'1te of B&.ldHin County , 

~l~ba~ on October 1, 1~12 end recorded in seid offioe in Dead 

Book 20 !lS pa,~e 142; deed f"t"om James R9 Hawkins and Catharine M. 

Hawkins to louis Glendenning, duted December 6th, 1912, filed for 

record in the office of the Jud~e of ~robate of lClWin County , 

.t:~. labmn.a. on J)ecember lOth, 1~12 and recorded ln said offioa iJi 

Deed Book 19 .NS pages 522-23; deE!d from Louis lilendenning an<L 

-----------------------------------' ~is wife, to L. J. Peters 

da.tod the day of 19 , filed for record in the 

offioe o~ the Jud5~ of ~rebate of Baldwin County, lavama , on the 

day of , 191 , and recorded insuid office in Deed 

Book NS page 
' 

llo allegation herein made or t1. !Xeement shu11 be construed 

as an admission on the part of ·the Respondent that the Complain­

ant Wm. F. Bisohoff is the same person as Wm. i. Biaohoff \iho 

0\1ned said l ands on au~st 6th, 1~12. 

And now baving f u lly ans\~ered the alleJB.tiona of said bill 

of- compl-aint. t.he ~spond.en:t... here~ Cf:l...J..ls_ 'llPJ>n.. t,A.e_ s~ ... itl~ C~,tru>""J.{3-...,j,p...,-_ 

/ 

/ 



ant to set forth and specify ~ny title, claim, interest in or 

encumbrance upon said landa which he claims and how and by what 

instrument or instruments the sume is derived. 

And the sa id L. J. Patera prays thbt this be taken as a 

cros s bill and that the said ·.:m. } • .Jj ~ choff be made a Respondent 

hereto and by proper process be r e1uired to plead, ansner or de-

mnr thereto within the time end under the penalties prescribed by 

l aw and thQ pr~ctice of this Honorable Court. 

And the sa td JH J. l)eters further Jrays that upon the fi-

nal hea.r inJ of thi~~ IJ!.l.' _<p your Honor ,,il:r. c"'.ai}..CtJe "tl.e.:t the said 

tc or ancnl'11.H'CJ.nce npc.n the l.•Jldfl bt?roi.r.llll>O-ve d.escr ibed or any 

pert ~hereof, unc. t.b:t tlw title. to c~ :llt l~nds 1t~ -tniet~d in t he 

.tn<l t :t;e sc.:.ia. ~· J. e t ers :further p rs.ye. t :i!or :::;uch other, 

fu.rthc r or l.ilifere:nt relief a~ in e q_u it,y :~11e snoul•l he entitled 

to. 

'.:m . '• Bischoff is required t o answer every alle~tion of 

t he :fo:·u;olllt5 cross bill, parag:ca.ph 1 to ~ . inclusive , but not 

uneer oath, o~L~ i~ 

Be it understood tr~t the delay in filin~ this answer was 

by aoreement of counsel and 1 t i s :further agreed too 1; the .H.cspond­

ent in her answer to bill of compla int filed by Complainant and 

Complainant in his a nswer to Respondent's cross bill 6ach shall 

be and hereby are relieved from setting out and specifying the 

various conveyances t hrough which H. La~ne, a widower , acquired 

the title to t he l ands described in the Complaint and cross bill~ 
-k; . /).-1 .. A_/!i _J,_ I~ { 7 (Yjl · ~ tle in fee s1. .. ple waa vested in n. IL!.yne, a wido:ver, ~ yrJlr 

l90~~t, thia should not be construed in~ith Respondent8s 



answer as an admission on her part that the ·.1m. P . Bisohoff 

mentioned in her abain of title is the ~e person as the Com-

pla inant. 

' . 
Ooraplal.Wl.l.L t .u. 

~e l icitors for Complainant and Cross 
.:te s pondent .Jm . i . Bischoff . .. .. 

. le hereby acknowl edse r eceipt of the for e,soin~ answer and 

cross and waive formal service . 

Joli~itors for Complainant and Cross 
3espondent , ~m . t . Bischoff • 

• 



WIL"I.!H BISCHQf"G"" , EQ'CITY 

Com:pl::: i n~r.. t IN CIRCriT COUlRT 

vs. 0W BftLD:I~ COUNTY 

LAURA J . PETERS, 

Resj)onden t. 

It is agree~ bc~wec~ the parties to thi~ ca~se 

that sar.;e r::ay JC Jubr,J:i ttc'i for final r1ecrec j!1 vacation 

t 1 po:n the loarlir'.gs a'1d Corr.plair:r.:nt ' s e•;id!:ece. 

e)~~~ 
Solicitor for Comy.,lai n .. n t 

~h.~~ 
Solicitor for Res~on0entpr • 



8587 SUMMONS-Original. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 
BALDWIN COUNTY. 

To any s ,heriff of the State of Alaba ma-GREETING: 

Baldwin Times Print. 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, 
IN EQUITY. 

WE COMMAND YOU That you summon ...... ::..: .• - ...... :r, ............ l ....... r, ... , ... ~~..t .... : ........ t.··u:· . .;':'.:!~.:-.~ •• \t .... , .. toV·~:::;;:~·:.'·:.·· 
J .. _""•'-\J"-' ..... v . , _ l.l, ..... - - #.~ ... , ... __ -

-·-····z:::..-on;··~~:J;u-.············· ···--------·······························-··················--· .. ·····--···-··-··-·······:··························-···----------· .. ··········-···-·············---··········· 

---------------------- ..... ...... ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---.------------

·-·---··•-•-•·•••·••• ••o•o..-oooOOooooooooo·•• • •·•·••••••--- ---··-••-••-••••••••••·••••••••••••••••••-•• •••-•••••-••••••·••••o••-- -••••oo•••••••••-•••••••·•••••••••••••• •••••••••·•••••••••••••-•••••••••••-•••••·••uoooo•oo• 

····························································································································-··············································-········-------·······································-··········-··-·········· 

····--···································-······························---···················-·······························································································································-·············--··-·-··-

-------~-----------------··········--·-···-············--········-····--------------·----·····---·-··-·········-············-·----------·--------------

of ........ :-1 ••••• 1:;_ ... ;1I .................................. ....... County, to be and appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Bald­.cJu u.L J. ' 

win Ccunty, exercis ing Chancery jurisdiction, within thirty days after the service of Summons, and there to answer, 

plead or demur, without oath, to a Bill of Complaint lately exhibited by 

_ ~- "'-..-.-.z: ..... l. 4-tA.e--~-~-l'!.!'~----------·--··---··-··---------.. -------····-----·-··-----············--·····················-······-··----- - , • .~ •• , __ · J ..... "- )o~,.w ~ v.:-.- t 

___ .. ___ ..... - .. -·----

- --------······························-···························-············································································································································-············--·-····-·····-

··············--------···-····-······································--······-·-··-············--·······················-···-···············-·······························-······-··································-··········--·---------

against saiJ 

... .................................................... ,.~ .. $.,:.•~- --I4 .. -~x ........ J. .... t .. ~-~~";., ...................................................................... _ ............................................ _. _ _________ _ 

- ----.. ·-··-·-·---··-·······--··········-··-····--·······----····--··--··-··--··-··-------------·-···-········-----------------------------------·····-·······-··-··~-----------------· 

-------·-·····----------·---·-·········--·-------------------·······················---··························--··-··················-··-························---··········-··-----··········--····-······--······----·-················----

--------·--------·------···-···············-··-········································------·····································································-···················--·············--················--···········----··········-··· 

----------------------------··--·--·--··----------·-------------··---·--··----------·----··----·---------·--····-----------------·--····----···--·····---·-··---····----------------··-----------------··----········---·-··--·····-··----·---····-

-------------- --.... -.----------- .. --------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------. -------------------· 

and further to do and performWilaDaid Judge shall order and direct in that be half. 
And this the said Defendant 

shall in no wise omit, under pe nalty., etc. 
And we further command that yo u r e turn this writ with your endorsement 

thereon, to our said Court immediately upon the execution thereof. 

WITNESS, T. W. Richerson, Register of said Circuit Court, this ............ ... ;,},.~;. 0 .......... d ay of.. ...... .,J~.l:'··-4yy·· ....... . 
.............................. ....... . 192 .. 2" .. 

. ................................................. .. 

Register. 

N . B.- Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill upon application to the Register. 



Serve on____ __ . . County 
- --- f Baldwin · Court o 

·circmt In Equity 

No.----------=~==== 
-=====:S::U::M:M~O~NS _ ---===== 

•}ii;iu£ •• u / 

vs. 

··· · ······ · · ····· ··/(·(j~ 7?:.·· ;_ ~&7 .. ·-

~ ·····-··········· 

OF ALABAMA THE STATE . UNTY . 
BALDWIN C<D 

. office this_ - ---
Received m 192 __ _ 

-----------day oL ---- ------- ..... 

· ·············· · ····· ····· ····· ·········· · ········sb";rit~ 

~~~==================~d~ayof 
----Executed this ______ ---- 192 ___ _ 

--------------::ons with 
-- the within sum - py•of by leaving a co 

.......... ·· · ·····--·········-·· ········· · · ··· ·· ··· ··-··0~£~-~d~nt 

By------ -- -------------.ff ---- ------ -----D--e-p-uty Shen . ' 
I 



8572 CERTIFICATE OF REGISTER AS TO NOTICE BY REGISTERED MAIL. Baldwin Times Print. 

L -· ~ , 
........... gm: .......................... ·-··-······················ 

I, .1' ........ . 
did, on the ....... ~.£.~~Y of .............. . 

CIRCUIT COURT OF 

--~COUNTY. 
·"· IN EQUITY. 

. ................. ....... ............... ... , Register o f said Court, do hereby certify tha t I 

2-. .... - .............................................. 192 ...... , send to ....................................... . 

. -/ 12_ ~ 
·······-··············-~--~-/. ............. ~ ............................................................. . D ef e ndant ....•. 

whose address was ............. @.L..~---~-~---············-········· ···············-··································· 

by registered mail, postage prepaid, marke d "For delivery only to the person to whom addressed," a copy of the Bill 

of Co mplaint fil ed in Ibis cause; that I d emand ed a return receipt addressed lo the Regioter of t his Court; a nd that such 
A J\ 

receipt waa duly received and file d by me in thi s cause, on the ,gzZl.., .~~ •• 22:::~----.-- -

1915, Page 6 04. 



No~~-~--
CIRCUIT COURT OF 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

IN EQUITY. 

vs. 

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTER AS TO NOTICE 
BY REGISTERED MAIL. 

File d in offic on thi s ..... £/.~---·-------- --
d a y of -----· 

Reg is t e r. 

~ECOt< .b 

·1 

-· 

.. 
l 
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COM""'""'"'"' 8 

H. N. HUTCHINSON, MANAGER 
W. G. LEAS, A I IIITAHT MANAO . A 
A. 0. DAVIS . A S I IITAHT MAH AQ& .. 

t·N ... ~LYING TO THI8 L&TTI!,_ PLCA8K OUOTI 
I UDJIICT AND INIT IA L I O IVC:N 

•: 

rl/~~f~~ 
~~~ 
ifu~ ~ 4 ooa ooa 

BRANCH OFFICE FOR GEORGIA. SOUTH CAROLINA 

FLORIDA AN D ALABAMA 

ROOMS 1619·1626 HURT BUILDI NG 

{
WALNUT 3368 

TELEPHONES WALNUT 3369 

.-.O,_,C. O,...,.,GC O UIL.OIJ"O ATLANTA.GA .. Hov. 23rd, 1923. 

li1essrs. 2age & 11loore r, 
Day Minette, .t~ la. 

Pear Sirs:-

In re: 
, 

l~obt. Lee vhatnble s s . 

I return he re with Ma il Hau t e Proposal, hppli~ation and 
che~k of ~\obe rt Le e Ghambless, with the reque st t hat you 
have him ~omple te · the att u ~he d appli~at ion and send with 
flheck or money order for 'lfl5 .00 d ire~t to our i.1a il Haute 
Depart me nt in \Washington . You will note by t he a t tal1he d 
~ ir ~u lar l e t te r t ho. t t hat de part •aent wil l re ~ognize y ou 
in ~onne ~tion with t he busine s s i f written. 

Yours very truly, 

ri . l~ . HUTr:rti HSOH , it!.ANAGJ.:;R , 



JOHN F. HEUER, PA.s'T 

Brewersoj 

~~ 
ROYAL, 

~/U/~ 
wiiRZBl/RGER. 



tt . .. 

·rm .. F. :Bischoff , 
Com_~:;lr i.n.an t .. 

L . J . Pctero L.iss) 

IU ~JI:: CIRCU!T CQU?.T , 

BAWtiili COUI'"TY , ~!A . 

In F.y_uit y . 

~0 ::fi . T-tQr0'A..13T~..~ , JO-·Uf D. 'J:IGH, JUDG~ or ~. CIRCUI~ 

COu:~~ ' B__L.J.~Ir COu_rTY, .Ak.B_ .. ::..:~. .. - L J;quity. 

Your petitioner, 'Jm . F. Biscl~off , respectfully rep­

resents and sho.:s u.11to your Honor a.s follo'.•.'S : 

1. '.lh'lt your petitioner is ov<.\r the age o:: tv1enty- one 
.:.1 

yBar s and u resident of Chicago , Ill. 

'::ha t J"i ss L . J. Peters i s over the '!lge of t\"lenty-one 
./ 

years and a resident of 544 stratford Avenue , A~on , Ohio . 

~ . Th~t your petitioner .is in peaee~b le possession of 

the folloYiing described lan·ia, located in Bal'l.v.i:n county, 

Alabama , clai~ing to ov~ the same in ~is o~~ right, to-wit : 

The Northwest quarter o:f Southwest quarter, Section 

Thirty- four , To~~ship Fi~ South , Re~ge Four East, contain-

ing forty acres , mor e or less. 

3. ':Chat tb3 Defen:lant , L . J . Peters , '1.gains t whom this 

bill of complain t is ekhibited, cl~ims , or ir reputed to 

claim, some right, title oT interest in , or enc~~br@nce 

upon , tbe : ai1 above described land; that no snit is pen-

ding to test or enf~rce the validity of such title , claim 

or encumbrance ; end that. your petiti"'le:r calls upon the 

Defenda~t , L. J . ~ete rs, to set !our t and speficy ~er ti-

tle, claim, intere s't in, or enc umbrrmce upon the said lgnd 

above i.escribed , arrl how and by 1·h~t in:~tl·ument the swne 

was cleri ved ~.nd created. 

?R/' .. Y.R FOR P?.OCESS . 

The premises considere d your petitioner pr[!.ys thut 

the said L. J. Peters , Defeniant , be made party respondent 

to t~is bill of co~jlaint by the usual process of this 



Honorable court, and that sha be r~quired to demur , plead 

to or answer the same ··;i thin the time an under the penal-

ties as provided by ls~ , or that the same be forever con-

fessed .. 

?~titioner prays that upon tr.e fin~l hearing of this 

cause iour Honor will be pleased to decree the t the said 

L. J. Pete r s , the Defendant , has no interest , right , title 

or claim i n , or encumbrance upon the property described in 

this bill o£ complaint, or any part thereof, ani th t t he 

title of petitioner is good to the said pro9erty. 

Pe titioner further pray th~t i~ he is mistaken in 

the relief prayed that Your Ho~or will grant unto him 

such other, further , different and general relief as he 

may in justice ani equi t"?" be enti~Sled. , he will ever pray, 

etc . 

P \. G l & M: 0 0 R ~ R , 

~elicitors for Potitioneri. 

FOOT 1 OTE : 

The Respon~ent , L. J. Peters, ia required to 

answer each ani every ~lleg tion in full of the fore ­

going bill of comrl int numbered 1 to 3, both inclusive , 

but not under oath , answer nnder oath being hereby ex­

pressly v1ai ved. 

PAGE u liOORER , 

Solicitors for Petitioner. 
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ADiU.INE BISCHOFF, GRACE BISCHOFF, 
and lL.RRY L. BISCHOFF. 

Complain®ts 

vs . 

L. J . !"El'ERS 
Defendant · 

I 

I 

I 

D~ '!HE CIRCUIT CCURT, 
ruJD"li iT c om;TY, JJ...ABJ:. 'A, 

I N EQPITY. 

This cause coming on to be heard was subui tted on testimony 

of~'!. F . Bi schoff' , as noted by the Register and upon consideration there-

of, the Court i s of the opinion the Complainants are entitled to the 

relief prayed for in their bill of complaint. 

It is therefore ordered, adjudged and decl'E'ed that the defendr.rt , 

L. J. Peters, has no rieht,title or i nterest in, or encumbrances upon the 

lam described herein belo or ony part thereof; end the t itle oft he 

se.id ComplQinants 1 Adeline Bischoff, Grace Bischoff', and Harry I,. Bischoff', 

is eood and valid as against the said Defendant to the property described 

as follons : 

The Nortlmest quarter of the Southwest quarter 1 Section Thirty 
Four, Township Five South, Range Four East, containing 
40 acres, nora or less in B~ldi'lin Count.T, .,Uc.'oarlc. . 

It is further orde reu that th~:; Rbeister of this Court , -li thin 

said decree in the office of the J udge of Probate , nGldwin County , blabru a, 

for record therein, end the cost thereof be ta.Aed as cost in this cause. 



It is further ord red that the Defendfnt p~v the cost ot 

the court in thi s cnude~ vrhich e:iocution raay issue. 

Done tllis Lf_"""au.. of October, 193.: . 

•oo~ 
Circuit , "3aldvdn CoWtty, Alabama. 


