
STATE OF VIRGINIA, }s.s. 
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH. 

1, E. THOMPSON, Clerk of the Circuit Court of the City of Portsmouth, in 

,6-y day of 

19}/ ' 
administrat ___ of the estat o ~ - deceased, 

'and that the said ~ ~ ·~-· duly qualified b~~re said . 

Clerk, by givi 

--?"9;~a..c:...-'2.. ..... ~ ~ is duly authorized to discharge t!ie duty bf 

administr~s aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof 1 

thi s ·/~ day of 

19f!../. in the /Y&4( 

• 
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gsz-yg ~u~ &:j~llOC) ll!MP{Rg 
•• • • • 

"'VIV '3Ll3NIJ/\I A'V8 l-1! 
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8558 DECREE OF DIVORCE. Ba ldwin T imes Print. 

The State of Alabama, t 
Baldwin County. ) No • ....... ~Q~.L............... CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY 

· · ·-··-············ ········ -~P.,f?.9.m ... ~!.tJ1.?:~~~-- - · ····· · · ·· ······ ······ ·· · · ·· · · · ·· · ··· ·· ---- Complainant .... .. 

va. c 
I 

.................................................... ----··-············---·····M .t.J.,!';! .... ~!.'b.J:.J:.'bgm_~-'-···················· ·· ····· ··· ··········-· ··· ····· Defendan t .• ,;_ . 

This cause, coming on to be heard a t this Term, waa submitted upon the Bill of Complaint, d ec ree pro confesso 
and the testimony as noted by the Register; and, u pon consideration the r eof, the Court is of opinion that the Com
plainant is entitled to the relief prayed for in said bill. 

IT IS, THER EFORE, Ordered, adjudged a nd decreed by the Court, that the bonds of matrimony heretofore 
existing between the Com plainant a nd D efendant be, a nd t he same a re her eby dissolved, and the Complainant is for· 
ever divorced from the Defendant. · 

. 
···--·-···············---------------- --······ ···-··------··· ························ ············-

It is further ordered, that the said ... ... ... . . ~.P.-.~.QTJL.~{.t.1J.:\:~~~-L .................... . 

be, ancl .. - ....... h e is hereby per mitted to again contract m arriage, upon the payment of the costs of Court in this cause. 

It is further ordered, that the said ................ ~.nS.Q.IIl ... :~~-:jJ.,.:ht.~~}.~~-L-................. ···----······: ....... _ ...................... . 
pay t he cosh herein tax~d, for which execution may issue, and if s uch execution is r e turned " no property found," 

then execution for s u ch coats may issue against the said ..... }~_'t_'t~ ... !.•_ ,:h~~~-?.-.~~-'-·· ·· ·-- · 

It is further order ed, adjudged a nd d ecreed that said .. .. ~.:?.-P.-.f?. .<?.D! ... ~'-' .. :!:;h;h~-~-J?:l:~.L 

sha ll no t aga in marry except to said .................................... . ..... . ~-~-~-~--- -'-1. ?.:~~-~-~-~~--'··· 
until sixty days after t his date , an..l th t 'f 1 · t k · h' · d h h Y' a I an appea u a e n Wit m s1xty ays .... e s a ll .no t marry again except 

to said · ·-··- --· · · ·--· -- ···· · ···-- ----~~t-ie-- -,.:i-l-1-i-€-m.S ., ............... _ ......... .......................... during the P.e ndency of said appeal. 

-- -- --- -- ···················--·--- -------------------------- ······ ··········--·--· -··············· 

·· ········-···--··-·················--·············· 

T. 1 71~ hu .......... ......... .... day of 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

······------------······---------········· ······ 

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 

I, 
·····--· ······--····--· ··:--··········· ---- ·· ········· ····--········--··-- ··· -- ··--··········· ··· ··-· ·-····Registet· of sa id Circuit Court of said County, 

Alabama, do hereby cerhfy that the above is a full, true and co.-re ct copy of the de d d b 'd 
cree r e n e re y sa1 Court on 

th e ... .. . . ......... ............ da y of 
...... ....... .. ........... .. ... .. ............... ................... ..... .... ........ ..... .. ..... .... ............ .. ~ 92 ...... , in the cause of 

·····-····-··--------··········---------··········-··· ··············································--- .. - ---·····-··· ·· ··· ·-···-· ··-------·--- ----- ·· ····-·--·· ····------
V &. 

· ·· ···-·····- -················--··-······--·-······· 
as appea r s of record in said Co~;:.··- ................ . .......... . .. .. ......... . .......... .. .. ..... ...... ....... .. .. ...... ... .. ... .. ........ . 

Complainant ..... .. . 

D e fendant .. ... .. . 

Witness my hand and the seal of said Court, this the ...... . ... ... .. ... . ............. day 
of ···- · ········ ·· ·····--····--···· ·· --···---- 192 ...... . 

······--· -··· ····-············-·· --··············-·· ---------······--- -········· ·-················· 
Register. 



No. . ... ;?.Q:~.~- · -··· · ··-·· ·· · · · 

THE STATE OF ALABA MA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

CIRCUIT COURT IN EQUITY. 

BALDW IN COUNTY, ALA. 

m iiilliams ·················· ·········· ' ········································ 

V s . 

........ ::?..~.:19 ... :.1.11J..t.~.!JJ.§.~ .................................... . 

DECREE OF DIVORCE. 

R egister. 

E . 0. M. ···············-········· .. ·········································· 



.. 
8587 SUMMONS-Original. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 
BALDWIN COUNTY. 

To any Sheriff of the State of A labama-GREETING: 

Baldwin T imes P rint. 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, 
IN EQUITY. 

WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon ··:t~··ti-.:···:,i~:.x:.t: ··T····:-4·········:········ .................................................. • 
• I 

--------- -~---······ ···--~---············-~------················----------·········-····-···········--·-················--············· ··········· ······- --- --········-····--~----······-··········--·········· -··-····- : 

---------------------- ------.... ------------------------------------------------------------~----------------------------------------------- --------. : : 
·-••••••••-•·•••·•-•••••••••• •••·••••••-•••••••••---··-----••--••-•••••••••-•--•-•••••••-•-•••-·•••••••••••••-•••••--•••••••••••••••••••-••-•••••••••••••••••••r-•:••••••••• ••~•·•-•••••-~• ••••••••••••---·-

-------~--------·-------·-··············· ········· ··········· -·············-·····-···---·-····-----················ ···· · ······· · ···----··-·--··-·-----·----· 

oooooo••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••~••••••••••••••••••••••oooooooo•o•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••ouoo.oooooooooooo•• ••••• ••••••oo ooooooo•o••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••uoo-ooo o••-•••••ooo•oooooooooo••OOO OOO-

of ........................ ................ ~, to be and a p pear before the Judge of the Circuit C ourt of Bald. ·· -.:_:;_o;;·······i1it - ioc. ·--
J-urisdiction, within thirty days after the service of Summons, a nd there to a nswer, win Co.unty, exercising Chancery 

plead or demur, without oath, to a Bill of Co~plaint lately exhibited by 

----·---·-·----·-----·-· -----·-·----····-·--·-···-·--·········-·--··-······---

.............................................................................. : ............... i~riso···: ····-r1I.itr·1a·;· ................................................. .. 

•--·-·--•••••-•--•••••••-••-•-•·-·-·-----•••~-=•-••r-•••~•••••••--1-·•••••- •·~••-••••-••••-••••••-•••---•••••••-•••••••~••-•••••••••••~•••••••••••• •••••••• •••-•-••••••••••·-·-·--

············-·········--···-········································-··················- ·--------···---·········-··---------·-······-------······-···········-···-·············-···········································--······· 

-·•-•••·--••••••+U••••-·•~•••••••••••••••••••••·•••••·-~-••-••--••••·-••--••••••••-•-•••••~••-••••••••._•-•-•••--••••••••---·-•••••••-••··· -••--·••••~-~•••••-•-••·•••••••••••••••~•-•••-••----

---------------········· ··- ················"<""•·······························--··············-····--···· ········~·-··········-···-·········-····-···············----·······················-················ · ···-···········-·-

a gainst said ······-----··············---·····-·········-·····-·-···························--------·····--············ ····· ····················· 

· ·······-····-········ ·······························································~··r;i·e····,···il:ttatu:r;--· ········· ···· · ···~········-· · ·········-··········· · ·············· ········· ··· · ·····-·-·· ·····~·-· 

--··················································-4·····-----------·····----- -···················································-----·······-······-······················································-···········--·-················-

-· -·•••••••-•••• ••••• •••••- •u•••••••••• ••••••••• •••••••••• ••••••••••• -•••••••·--··-•••••-••-••-•••••-••-••••••-••-·••••••••-•••• ••• •-••-•••••••••••••••-••••••••--••-••••••••••-••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~•----

······ ················· ····································· ··· ··························· ·· · ····· ········-········ ·····-··----------~----······· ·-·········-······ ·················· · ·············· · -·········--·~·-·············· ····----

-----·-----------· ····-· ············· ·················· ···-·············· ···········--- ---------·········· · · ·---·-·········-········· ········ ·····-----········---------········ ········· ········----------~---····--· 

--···-···· ····-~··· ·-·········-······-········--·----·-··············· ········ ···-··· ·······················-----····································································· ·· ----·····-··················· ················· ···-

-------·····································-···-···················-······-----····················-·······································-------~---········--~----- ···············-~----················--········-··--·-

---·-·····--·-···--·················-·······························-······-·········-·····································-······································································································---------

--------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
and further to do and perform what. said Judge shall order and direct in that behalf. And thia the aaid Defendant 

shall in no wise omit, under penalty_, e tc. And we further command that you return this w rit with your endorsement 

thereon, to our said Court immedia t ely upon the execution thereof. 

WITNESS, T. W. Richerson, Register of said Circuit Court, thia =_ ......... day of .............. _ r! • ··· 
.. (. ....... ........................... 192 ......• 

/ I. 

Regis ter. 

N. B.-Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill upon application to the Register. 



~ ~ ~~--~--- - -- - ---------- --~==~----~~· -------------------
Circuit Court of Baldwin County 

In Equity 

,. N ·.. o. ____ ____________ _ 

SUMMONS 

-m~-!f~m 
. . ····· ··-·-- --- --------·······---------------·-· ····--------·-···--···················· . 

vs. 

Rocorded in VoL _________ Page ____ _____ _ 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

Received in office this ____ __ _________ _ _ 

day of_ __ ___ _____ __ _______ ________ __ 192 __ _ 

SheJiiff 

Executed this _____ _______________ day of 

____ ______ _______ ____ ___ ______ _____ _ 192 ___ _ 

by leaving a c o py of the w ithin summons w ith 

Defendant 

Sheriff 

By-------- -------------- ------ ------------
Deputy Sheriff 

,. . 



I 8587 SUMMONS-Original. 
~ 7===7----- Ba ldwin Times P rint. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 
BALDWIN COUNTY. 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, 
IN EQUITY. 

To any S'heriff of the State of Alabama-GREETING: 

WE COMMAND YOU, That you s ummon ··· - ---~-~-~-~ .. Y.?::1)-__ t_~~-L ............... . 

of ... }:~.<;:1-~-~---;?.,:!:~j; __ ).~;i,_§_~- '-·····················:-Coantr, to be and appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Bald-

win County, exercising Chancery jurisdiction, within thirty days after the service of Summons, and there to answer, 

plead or d emur, without oath, to a Bill of Complaint lately exhibited by ................................................................. .......... . 

···············------------·----------------·-····--·--·-··--------·---·-·--------···------J3.ans.om ... !.v.iLliams., .............................................. _ _ 

----··-··---------------------------------~--------------···------ -----·-··-----------·---····------·········-·------···· ·······-------····------- -----~----

- ·--·•-•••·••••••••• •••••••••• •• •••• •••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••• ••o••-oo uo••••• ••• ••••••o.oooooo oooooooooooooooooooooooo ooooo••••••••oooo.ooooooooo oooooooooooo o oooooooooooo•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-•• • ·•••••••••••-•• • - ·-

--·--·---· •••••••-• • • ••••••••••••• •••• ••••••••••••••••-••• U•• ••••••••-•••••••••••••••••-••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••• u••••••••••••••••.o••• ••• • • • • • ••••-• ••••-•••••••• • • • • • •• ••••••••• ••••••••••.-•••••••••• •••• •••••••• • • uoooooooooou-

=:=:=::= : :: . :: =:=::=:=~ . :: : ::::: -:: : . -:~=== 
against said .... 

·········-··················-···-···········-····· 
········································ 

-- -------·- - -·-·· -··-· ··-- ·---- - - ---·- -- ----···-- -- -- ----- - - ----- ---- - --- - ------ ------~.t.J.~ ... J:!.;i._JJ.i.SJ:m§_~--- -- ·--------------·-·---- ----·---- --·-- -··- --···· ···- -- ----···································-···-······--

--·························································-
···················-·················· ··············- - ·········· 

- ·-·······················-··············· ·····-·········-·······-·····-······-·····················-···-···········--

···········-············-······---------·-···············-···· 
·-·-·····-··········· 

··-··············-·········-- -··· 

~==: ===-=:_·_ ~:::: :_: =·:_=~=:== =: =::==: =:= ::~~- · ==~:=::~~= 
-----.. ·-·-··- ·····-······--··· 

--·-··-············ 
·································-·····---·-······-···············-···- ························· 

·············-------------------------·-············-································--·-·--·----·--------·-·------------·-············------··-·-·---

······-·······-····-········----------·--··············-·················· ····-···-······- -·-·· 

------------ ··························---

---------------------- ---
and further to do and p erform what_ said Judge shall order and direct in tha t behalf. 

sha ll in no wise omit, under p enalty;, e tc. 

thereon, to our said Court 

···················-·········-······· 
----------

------- ----------------

immedia tely upon the execution thereof. 
And we further command that you r e turn this writ with your endorsement 

And this the said 
Defenda nt 

WITNESS, T. W. Rich erson, Register of sa id Circuit 

··············-······ ················· l92 .. l .. 
Court, this ........... .A?."th, ............. d ay of ..... . AJ).'J:.i.l .,. ........ . 

N. B.- Any ,..,,, ddond• nt 1, ••lillod to a oopy of "'• •m upon Register. 

application to the Register. 



c~~~t~ 
r= &I -Serve on ___ ___ _________ ____ ____ ______ ___ _ _ 

Circuit Court of Baldwin County 
In Equity 

No. _________ __ ____ _ 

SUMMONS 

vs. 

Solicitor for Complainant 

Rocorded in Vol. __ ________ Page _____ ____ _ 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

Received in office this _____ ______ ___ __ _ 

day of_ _____ ________________________ 192 __ _ 

Sheriff 

Executed this ___ ___ __ ________ ____ day of 

____ _____ _____ __ __ __________ ______ __ 192 ___ _ 

by leav ing a copy of t he within s ummons with 

~ 

-····················· ············ · -··········· ·~~---···········- ···· · ················-

............. t .•.. ~--~~--,-1~--l----~-----· ·· ····· -··········· · 
~ ~ l ~ ~ Defendant 
r\~ ~ ~ 

~ ~t'J~ :j ..... ·······-sl.;;ut--

By - --- - ~~-{;:>- _i ___ ----------------------
Deputy Sheriff 

\ 



S ·EwAR T BROO r<. S B F"' M M I L.LAN .J R 

i!h n n l ~ ~; .:\· ..:!ih ..:tii i lln n 
-~l"rlll. lll' !..!~; nt l!.:ntu 

~Hn hill' 

Mr . T. W. Richerson, 
Bay ~ina tte , Ala. 

Dear Tom: 

Apr. 4 , 1921. 

Ranson _!Yil liams !.• Katie Willia!I§ . 

We enclose herewitn ~he defendant's an~wer denying the 
allegations o~ tne bill of complaint an~ waiving forms and 
notioee , et o., 1n regard to depositions. ~lease i~sue and 
send to us a commission to take the tee~imony of Ranson 
Wil liams naming s. H. Bailey of 
~hie plaoe as oommiesioner . 

JJIJ.o}ljJ . 
Bnol. 

Ver1 trulJ yours, 

189!7(~ 



RETURN RECEIPT. 

Received from the Postmaster the Registered or Insured Article, the original number 
of which appears on tlie face of this Card. 

(Signature or name of addressee.) 

(Signature of addressee's agent.) 

Date of deli~ery, -------------------------• 191 
For:m. 3811 .,. ~ 



ifnnt ®ffire i.epartment 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

REGISTERED ~TICLE 

No. ________ 9 ____________ 3 _____ _ 
INSURED PARCEL 

No. ---------------------------------

PENALTY fOR PRIVATE USE 
TO AVOID PAYMENT OF 

POSTAGE, $800, 

POSTMARK OF DELIVER INO 

OFFICE 

(NAME OF SENDER) 

Street and Numher,} 
or Posl Office Box, 

Post Office at. _________ {) __ ~ffi-~------
~, 

0 ll-iill6 State --------------------------------------------L-



A,.TER FIVE DAYS RETURN TO 

T . W. R ICHERSON 
C LERK OF THE C I RCUIT COURT AND 

REGISTER IN C HANCERY 

BAY M INETTE, ALA . 

Return rece i nt de~anded ) 

Deliver to ndu resseo only . 

\ , 
\ 

q ~j 

Kat ie '.lillio.ms 

- ·o~a )e in'B ,-

~ 

• 
' 



I' 

......... .,. ~ 
•j•l,.,~ 
f ~f)~~ \ 

~ ,.,~ '1 

~ ~ 
. 

N 

'~ 
N 
' 

-· 

Hon . T. w. Richerson, 
Register 1n Chancery, 

~ay M~nette , Ala. 

I· ~ -



•• 

.z atto,: a s,:·mmoo 

\~77?~~ 



o> EWAR":" BROOKS B F"} MI~~AN ..o 

I!h n nl~ ~; ,'\- .:!iir .:!lt i lln n 

)\thn- ll l' !_! ~; n t lC lllU 

..:tii ll [,ill' 

Mr . T. W. Richereon , 
Bay Minette, Al~ 

.Uear Tom: 

Ranson Williams .!• Katie _!Vi lliam&. 

Apr. 21, 1921. 

I wee unable 'to get the witnesses before the oo mmission
er ~ere and ~herefore want to take the testimony of Ranee~ 
Williams and George Griffin, Jr., before ~allace Kilcrease 
at Stockton. 

I am enclosing herewith a demand for oral examination. 
Please file it as of da'te you issue the commission. 

I sent you a note by Ranson Williams 'to-day asking tha't 
you send this commission to me througn to-night's mail but 
I neglected 'to put the demand for oral examina'tion in the 
letter. 

I understand that Kati~ Williams is sti~ at Moss E~t, 
and wish you would send ano'ther registered letter to her there, 
in which enclo~e copy of the bill of complaint. I think she 
will now go 'to the post-office- and get it. 

M.o)AjJ. 
&lcl. 

v~~ 
I 



S TEWART BROOKS B F" M MII...LAN .J R 

In rlHl h ~-. ,'\· ..:!iir ..iii illn n 
-~ t- ~ 11 n tt' U ~; n t 1!.: n m 

~iill [, i !,, 

Ron. ~. W. ~iaherB on, 
Bay ~tnette, Ala. 

l)ear Tom: 
nango~ ~~11iams ~. ~tie Williams. 

Apr. 19, 1921. 

Answering your poetal of April l~tb . I ha;e heretofore 
sent you the derendant's ~Qwer to the bill 1A Uhanaery we 
fil ed aga~qt Katie William~. 

Under the oiraumav~uos wa uo~ieY~ ~hut thi~ will oe 
~uffioient to en~b1e the Court to proceed to final deoree and 
therefore you need not ha;e publiaation made. The answer i~ 
exeauted berore a ~otary Pub1io whiah I think will be ~ uffiaient 
evidence o! its au~hentioity. 

Very truly yours , 

~u..~--~ -
• 



STATE OF .ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

* 
* 
* 
* 

IN THE CIRCUIT C CURT OF SAID COUNTY. 

TO THE HONORABLE JOHN D. LEIGH, JUDGE OF "SAID COURT: 

Humbly complaining your orator, Ransom Williams, as com-

plainant, brings this bill of complaint against Katie Williams, 

as respondent, and respectfully shows: 

ONE 

Complainant is a bona fide resident of Stockton, in Bald-

win County, Alabama, and has been such resident for more than 

five years last passed and is over the age of twenty-one years ; 

the respondent, Katie a illiams, up to a few years ago was a bona 

fide resident of Baldwin County, Alabama , but complainant is in

formed and believes, and upon such information and belief states , 

the fact to be that she now resides at MOss Point, in the State 

of Mississippi; and she is over the age of twenty-one years . 

TWO 

Complainan t and said respondent were married t o each other 

about nineteen years ago in Baldwin County , Alabama, and they 

lived together as man and wife for years thereafter, during all 

of that time residing in Baldwin County, Alabama , but they have 

not lived together for more than six months last passed , having 

separated from each other in Baldwin County, Alabama,~hich separa

tion was not ocoassioned by t he fau~t of complainant, but was fOr 

the reasons stated in the succeeding paragraph hereof. 

THREE. 

After the said marriage with Complainant ,the respondent Katie 

Williams became unduly intimate with a man by the name of Richard 

Lawrence,and afterwards ran away from Complainant and went with 

the said Richard Lawrence and lived with him in a state of adultery 

at Moss Po~t Mississippi,and Complainant is i nformed and believes 
the respondent 

and upon such information and belief states that she is now living 

with said Richard L&wrenoe,and Complainant charges her with adultery 



2. 

The premises considered complainant prays that your Honors 

will take jurisaiction of the cause maae by this Dill of complaint 

ana by proper process iseuing to her from this Honorable Uourt , 

that the said Katie Wil liams be made a party respondent hereto and 

be required to answer tne cnarges herein made against her in all 

t~iags as required rules and practice of this Honorable ~ourt . 

~ompa±nant rur~ner prays that upon tne ~ear~g of ~~ 

evidence your Honore will decree that uhe bonds of matrimony 

heretofore existing between complainant and. respondent be for

ever dies olved and that 'the S"aid complaiuant be permitted to 

contract another marriage should he so desire and complainant 

further prays for euoh other , fQrther and di~lerent reliat 

as in equity and good conscience may be due him in the premises , 

ana in duty bound oomplainaut will ever pray , etc . 

--~-~~--
Solicitors for Uomplainant. 

Note . 

Tne respondent , Katie Wil liams , is required to answer each 

ana every allegation and paragraph og the !or~~oing bill of 

complaint , out her oath thereto is nereby expressly waived. 

~ftz-~~---
Solicitors for Oompla1nant. 

State of Alaoama, ) 
) ) 

County of Baldwin, ) 

Bego~e me, /1-(f ffl ~ 
ti. .Notary :Public 

in ana for saJ.d State and. ~ounty personally ap18 ared 

Baneon Williams, wno is xnown to me and wno being ·b,v me duly 

sworn says o.u oath that the allegations of t!le iore~oing bill 

of complaiut are true. 

Sworn to and subscribed b f e ore me this 2. /, day of March 
1921. 

---~i1v __ ~~ 
Notary :Public, Baldwin Co~t;~Al~. 



RANSON WILLI~S , } 

~ 
) 

Complainant , 

v. ) IN THE CIRCUI T COURT OF BALDWill COUNT¥. 
) 

KAT I E WILLI AMS , ~ 
aesponueni . ) 

Anct now comes t~e r esponuent , .ana answer ing the oill of 

complaint in this cause , this responcie~t denies the allegations 

t~ere of ana. demands strict proof thereof . 

Respondent . 
-5__,) ?:;! 

Dated this ~~~day of March 1921. 

'· 

And now comes , Katie Williams , the responuent ana agrees 

that the complainant may take his evidence and submit the cw.se 

for final decree without further notice to this respona.ent. 

~nis respondent hereby waives al l forms ana no~ices. 

Respona.ent • 
.hc:t.. Dated this ~, ~ay of March, 19211 

State of Mississippi ,~ 

Coun~y of Jackso~,. ) 

I~~L.J/- ~~--------' ... · a Notary Public in ana for 

said State ana U.ounty hereby certify that Katie Wil liams , 

wnose name· is signed to the Ioregoing waiver ana wno is 

known to me acKnowledged beiore me O.Ll t~1s a.ay that be mg 

miormed. of the contents she executed the same voluntarily 

on the a.ay the same oears date. 
~ 

Given uuo.er my hana. and. seal tnis ~ -n.ay of ~rlfh, 

1921. _r ..;;_ 
~~(rtl ~~ ~-
~----------------------------- - -
Notary 2ublic , Jackson County , Miss . 



O-Il 

~~ Wn DW I N 
/1 ntt State of Alabama,HIIIf'County 

BAIJJWIN ~SON WILLI AMS, Complainant ( 

Defendant) 

Circuit Court ofJNIH County 
No. vs. 

IN EQUITY 

The Plaintiff 

requests the oral examination of the following named witness 

on !lis behalf, viz.: 

Banso~ 1i lliams and George Grif~in, Jr . , ~tookton , Al abama 

• 

sa.id witnesses reside in the County of .:Bal dwin 

State of Alabama. 

lallace Kil crease 

who reside at Stockton, J&.l abama 
- > 

is sug·gested a.a suitable person to be appointed Commissioner to take the depositio~ of said 

witness ae on such oral examination 

Solicit or for ... C.ompl ainallt • -----------------------· 



No ........................ . 

........ lUNB.O.N. .. iiiLLIAMS.r··················· -I 

vs . 

..... ~.l.lLW~LLIAMS~-----------------------· 

Demand for Oral Examination 

Filed -~d_-~:?,--::~192_1__ 
{/j / . 

___ ./. ___ -----~-· ··-················-········--··· · ·-· · -·-··-·-
( 

Register 

POW Kft:S PRINTIN O CO. 



Ransom Williams, Complainant • 
In Circuit Court of Baldwin 

-vs- • • .. County.,Ala.bama. In Equity • .• 
Katie Williams 1 Respondent. : 

• 

Personally appeared before me, Wallace Kilcrease,the Commissioner 

named in the attached commisaion.,Ransom Williams and Geor&e Grif

fin Jr,material witnesses for the Complainant in the above entitle 

Cauae,who bein~ by me first duly sworn,depoae and say as follows: 

Depos,ition of Ransom Williams, 

Firat. Ky name is Ranson Williams. I am 40 years old. I live at 

Stockton,In Baldwin County,Alabama and am now and for the last 21 

years have been a bona fide resident of Stockton,Baldwin County,Al 

abama, I am Complainant in this suit, 

Second, The rrespondent Katie Williams is over 21 years old. She a 

is about 40 years old. Up to a few years a~o she was a bona fide 

resident of Stockton,Baldwin County,Alabama but she now residea at 

Moss Point in the State of MiQsiasippi. She is a mile or so out 

from ~OBS Point,but that is her present post office. 

Third. The reapon~ent Katie Williams and I were married to each 
other at vStockton,In Baldwin County,Alabama about 19 years aiO• We 
lived together as man and wife for a ,ood many years after we were 
married,all of the time reaidin& at St ockton, in Baldwin County, 
but we have not lived toiether for more than six months before the 
Bill of complaint in this case was filed. we were separated more 
than six months before this bill was filed in Baldwin County~la 
bama. The separation was not i~ any way due to my fault, 

Fourth. After we were married the respondent Katie Williams became 
unduly intimate with a man named Richard Lawrence. This was while 
she,reapondent was livin& with me as my wife. Lawrence had been 
boardin& at my place and it was while he was livin& there as a 
boarder that he first became intimate with my wife)the respondent 
While he was boarding there my wife left my home and went to stay 
with the sister of Richard Lawrence in ~obile county for awhile 
and while she was at hie siaters Richard left my home an~ went to 
hie aietera too. It was then that I first became suspicious of tha 
them. Th'y then became bolder and the people in the nei&hborhood 
were talkin& about ~eir improper relations with each other. I &Ot 
afto% tho responden~ about it and she admitted that she had been 
livin& with Lawrence in my home while I was away in a state of 
adult.ery. ' 

FIFTH. After l discovered the improper relations of my wife 
and Lawrence,they loft Stockton together and came to Mobile Coun 
ty where they lived to&ether in a state of adultery and later they 
went to ~osa Point to lived and at the time this sill of complaini 
was filed and for a lon& time beforeJthey wore livin& there togeth 
er in a state of adultery. I did nobo~ tJJ:I/l,e)/711-a . 



Deposition of Geor&o oriffin Jr. 

My name is Goor&e Griffin Jr. I am over 21 yeara ol4. I live at 
Stockton, Alabama. 

I know the parties in this suit and have known th·~ many ... _ years. I 
know they have not lived tocether for • more than six montha. They 
are both much more than 21 years old. 
Th Con•~lai~~t 

o rtiMi&~a&lxllsidos at Stockton,Alabama and has resided there 

many ycara. The respondent Katie Williams did live at stockton 

up to about a year a&o but she is now livin& at Mos s Point,Mi Jais 
ippi •• 

I lived next door to the parti es to this suit for five years 

before they were separat ed. I know that for a con siderable while 

before they were separated tha respondent and Richard Lawrence 

wer e unduly intimat e with each other. Lawrence is a man and the 

reppondent is a woman and the two were together almost all the 

timo while Ransom Williamd was away from home. I never did see 

Lawr ence and the r e spondent in the act of havin& sexual inter

course with each other but have seen them together under very 

compromisin& conditions a nd their improper conduct with each 

other was commonly talked in the community. 

some time about a year a&o Lawrence and tho r e spondent l eft 

stockton toi ether. I know that ~hey wer e later livin& to&ether 

at Moss point Mi ssi JJippi and understand they are livin& there 

now as man and wife. 

The complainant is an honest hard workinl man. I know that ho 

~~ + rl.· cht while she was with him. For s ome time treat ed rospo~en~ • 

before respondent left complainant she did not seem to care any 

thin& fo r complainant nor for any body elso ~~ept Richard Law 

ronco. She did not seem to care what she~nd Lawrence did nor 

what peopl• said about them • 

.· 



COMMISS I ONER ' S CERTIFIC~TR . 

I, Wal lace Kiloraase , the c omm~sioner named in the attached 
.. 

cownission, do hereby oertify that I have been made personal l 1 

acquainted wi~h Ranson Williams and George Gr iffin, J r., witness 

es in the above case , and know them t o be the identical pereons 

named in said carumission ; that aft er be ing by me first dul y 

sworn to ~peak the tru§h, the whol e truth and nothing but t he 

t r uth t hey t estified as above stated and their evidence was 

taken down by me a~ nearl y aq mi ght be in their owA l auguage , 

and was reaa over by t hem and wa~ subsuribed by ~hem in my 

presence on the-1--~.J-f.-.qay of April, 1921. 

I further certify )hat I am nei~her of counsel nor kin 

to any of the parties 1io this suit n or in anJWise interested 

in the resul t thereof. 

Witness my hand and seal ~hieJY~~y of £pril, 1921. 

~-1(~-'-~~--t~~sl) 
CommUt sioner , 



COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION. 
(Dox 049.) · 

MARSHALL&. DRUCE CO., NAI HVILI.I' 

The State of Alabama, ~ 

-···············B.~.ld.._in. .......................................... COUNTY. ) 

' CUrtCUIT COURT. 

-. . .., 
............ .l!!nuJ..L..y ................................................... Division. 

To .1 :.:. 1 ~.ac e ...Cilcre se .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

·································································································································································································································································-

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

or such of you as may act herein, of .............. ..tJe··li·····i·ll-························································County, State of 

............. Al.{<.b.r.P.k ...•...................................................... , Greeting: 

K .NO W Y E, That we, reposinl( confidence in your intejfr'ity, skill, and ability 

have appointed you Con~missioners to talce the testimony of ........................................................................ .......... . 

.......... ~·Af::1.9.~ .... ~.~-~J.~~-~m.~ .... §.~4 .... §:§.9..~.:.:g _____ gx~.f.;:,.~.P.:. , .. ~.~-~- -~ ·············s.~~~.o.c:.:t.on ... ,{ .. l~, .................................................. -

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

.................... -................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... .. 

.................................................................................................................................................................. ...................................................................................................... -

t · l ·t es · ·t d · · Ci rcuiJ-ma ena WL ness ........................ Ln a suL now pen LnJ1 1-n our ................................... ~ .......................................... Court 

of ........... B.c.lh . .\. .. Ln.. ........................................ County, w her·ein .............. J.w •. ns.om. .... \1.il •.. i$; .. ms ......................................................... . 

................................................................................................................... -.............................................................................................................. ~ ............................. . 

Plaintiff ...... , and .. ..... ~ .. t.ie. .... !Li.l.l.i..~-. .ms. .. , ...................................................................................................................................................... . 

·································································································································································································································································· 

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Def endant ....... , and we hereby authorize and empower you to call and cause to come 

before you ........... : .. ~--~~g-~~ .... ·.~. :::.~~-~-~! .. ~.~ ..... ~.~~ ..... ~.~.r:?.~.' ..... ~ ..... ~:: .. ~.~·.:~.~.!!. .... ~.~~-~-- ~········· ······················· ··· ··················· ··· · ············· ···· 

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................................................................................................... _____ ,,, ........................................ . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... the said 

witness .. §.f!?..and ...... ~.~~-~.i.:.~ ...... deposition ..... -.. on the Holy Evangelists to tak e, as well for the 

+' • th t h ' ·c·'.el l' 7 l d .................................................................. as 1 or e ................ .......... ........................... ouc Lnlf··············'"''"'································ ,cnow e l(e 
of the matters and thinjfs in controversy in said suit, which d eposition, when so 
taken, shall be sijfned by said witness ......... and certified by such of you Commissioners 
as may act herein; and you are further commanded, the deposition, when so taken, 
with this commission, to return under your hands and seals to the Clerk of said 
Court, with a ll convenient speed, and any one or more of you Commissioners, are 
authorized to act alone in the premises. 

Witness my hand, this ........ ?,.'f,XAf., .. ~ .................. day of. ................. ~:;;u;:t.J ..... ~ . .:J:..~.~-4 ............... 191 ......... . 

Witness' Fees, - - - $ -····································· , 
................... 4 ... ······ ··r···· ..... ~~--~ ....... ~ ......... :..:~ ......... Clerk. Commissioners' Fees, $ ...................................... . 
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DIRECTIONS: 
TO THE COMMISSIONERS IN EXECUTING AND RETURNING THE COMMISSION. 

1. If the time and place of executing the commission are not named therein , the Commissioners will subpoena the 

witness to appear before them at such time and place as I hey may appoint, and administer the oath to witness. 

2. E ither the Commissioners, witness, or some lmpnrtin I persons, must reduce the answer of witness to writing, as 

near as may be in the language of the witness. 

3. State the caption of the cause at the beginning, an d then tile following heading or title: 

By virtue of t he Commission hereto annexed, Issued ft·om the otli.ce of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of _____________ _ 

County, State of Alabama, we, the Commissioners therein named, hnYe called and caused to come before us the said A B, 

t ile ""itness named in said commission, on this ____ __ day oL ______ _____ J 9L-, a t the __ _______ ___ ; and having duly cautioned 

nnd sworn the said 1vitness to spenk the tt·utll, t ile whole truth, and nothing but the truth, A B, the said witness, deposeth 

- and saith as foll-ows . 

First.-To first interrogatory he saith : 

Seconcl.- To second interrogatory he saith: 

First.-'l'o first cross-Interrogatory he sai th: 

4. When the deposition is finished, it must be subscribed by the wi tness and certified as follows : 

We, C D and Ill F, the Commissioners in said comm isslvn named, do hereby cer tify that the foregoing testimony and 

answers, taken down and written by us in t he words of the witness, A B, were read over to him; that he assented, swore 

to, and subscribed the same in our presence, at the time and place herein mentioned : that we bave personal knowledge 

of the personal identity of said witness [or , if unacquainted with the wi tness, that proof hath been made before us of 

t he identity of the said witness] ; that we are not of counsel or ldu to either of the parties to said cause, nor interested 

In the event thereof. And we inclose the said testimony, together with said commission and the inten ogatories, direct 

and cross, to the said Clerk of t he Circuit Court whence the same emanated, as our fu ll execution of said commission. 
GiYen under our bands and sea ls, th is ______ day oL _______________ l!)L_ 

---------- ---------------- [L. S.] 

--------------------------[L. S.] 

Ne.-..::t unite the commissions, interrogatories, and answers together, IYith wafers or tape; second, envelope all, sealed 

with three seals; third, write ench Commissionet·'s nawe across each seal ; and, four th, write on the envelope the names 

of the parties and witnesses, and direct it thus: 

t 

C 0 v . E f 

To ........................ .................................... .................... Esq., 
C LERK OF TH£ CIRCUIT COURT. 

DfPOSinON Of 

A.B 

............................ ....... County, .!lla. 

~The packag-e may by sent by mall or private conveyance. 



Postmaster, per -- --- - -~@-~-



8550 REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACAnON. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY . 
No. ~·::Ul~~~~::.m, t>b.f 

. ~ ... ................................. ... ................... . .. ................................................................................................................. Complainant .... .. 

vn. 

.. 

Defendant ...... 

Reg ister: 

In the above s ta ted cause a Decree Pro Confesso having been ta king against the Defendant, a nd evidence hav -

ing been taken, and the cause being r eady for submission for fina l decree, and no d e fense having b een interposed, the 

A~~~ 
Complaiant, by . ..... .. ............. .. /~ ........... ........... ..................... .. .................... . .............. .. .............. .................... . 

Solicitors of record, now files with the Register of this Court this written r e quest to deliv er the papers in this cause 

to the Judge for final decree in vacatioi\. ·. ..,,
4 '4. ... . 

.... . : .~ .. ·· ;;{ 
. ....... l .. ~.(.!i.9!Z:.( .. (.:f.~. 

Solic.itor for Complainant. 

J \, 



No.~-~---···· · P age ........................ . 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 

·--~--~ 
·····--······················· ········ ............................................... , 

vs. 

REQUEST FOR DECRE E IN 

VACATION. 

'"""'"""'--· .t.Y&. t s~/ 
..... ?.. ................. ......... ·---~---· · ········ · ···-··· · · · ·· · ·· ·· --· -·· · ··· 

Regis t e r 

Record ed in ·····-- ··---·-·-·········-············-····-------··--R ecord 

Voi .................... ......... P age ......................... . 

R egist e r 



8581 NOTE OF TESTIMONY. 

........ & n.s.o: ..... Vill i .ams.,. ............................................... . 

vs. 

Katie ti .l liams 

) 
\ 
I 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY. 

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complainant upon the original Bill of Complaint, ....... ........ ........... . ........ . 

!ne~Y.S:l.r. .... Q.t: ... .d..~.f.9.n.U2-.n.:t ... \?:XJ.d .... t .. G.s.t.:L~1Qn.Y. ... Q.:f. ....... P.L£1IJS.Olf-. .JZilliams. .... end .... G.e.o.r ... :.e .............. - ... 

G.:r.:-! •. f:..in.,..J.r .•.. ~ .................................................................................................................... ~ ......................................................................................... · 

···----- .. -·-·---·--·----------·---......................................... ---·-···-·-.. -.. -··-·-··········-

and in behalf of D efenda nt upon ... .......... ..................................................................................... _ ................... ....................... . 



NocP .. ~ .. Y .......... . 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY. 

Y.} _ k ( I 

.... ~...~ .......... ~ 

. I 
..•....•..••.......................................................................... I 

r· -·--
.. .................................... ............................................ ~ 

NOTE OF TESTIMONY. 

-
Filed in Open Cou rt this ....... <~~r.: .. ~ ............. . 

\ Reg is ter 


