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STATE OF ALABAMA [ IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
BALDWIN COUNTY i ATL.ABAMA., CRIMINAL DIVISICN
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF

RUFUS HOWARD HARDEN FOR WRIT OF
HABEAS CORPUS FOR BAIL.

TO THE HONORABLE HUBERT M. HALL, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA:

The petition of Rufus Howard Harden, who is over the age of twenty-one
years of age and who is a resident citizen of Baldwin County, Alabama,
respectfully shows and represents unto your Honor:--

First: That he is now illegally restrained from his liberty and is
imprisoned in the County Jail of Baldwin County, Alabama, at Bay Minette,
Alabama, in said County by the Honorable Taylor Wilkins, Sheriff of Baldwin
County, Alabama, as such Sheriff of said County, the said Sheriff, as said
Sheriff of said County, restrains your petitioner under a _co_n_:.miﬁrr_;ez_;t issued
pursuant to an Indictment heretofore filed in the Circuit Court of Baldwin
County, Alabama, on to-wit, the 5th day of October, 1954, charging this
defendant with murder in the first degree, full and complete copy of which
said Indictment is attached hereto marked for purposes of identification,
Exhibit ”A‘f and incorporated herein as fully and as completely as though here
set out, and your petitioner says that he is being held without bond and that
no bail has been allowed to him; and your petitioner further says that he is
entitled to reasonable bail; that he is a2 man who owns no real or personal
property of Substantlalvalue and is without income while incarcerated.

WHEREFORE PREMISES CONSIDERED, your petitioner respectiully
prays that a Writ of Habeas Corpus be issued and directed to the said
Honorable Taylor Wilkins as Sheriff of Baldwin County, Alabama, commanding

him to bring the body of your petitioner, Rufus Howard Harden, before your




-2
Honor at the time and place to be,by you, appointed,together with the cause

of your petitioner's detention .

STATE OF ALLABAMA }

BALDWIN COUNTY |
Before me, the undersigned Notary Public in and for said County in said
State, personally appeared Rufus Howard Harden, petitioner in the above and

foregoing petition, who being by me first duly sworn, says that the facts stated

in the above petition are true. ;—; g 7
. / ! %“ﬁfﬂ,w’ 7

Rufus/f—lowardHarden,

Sworn to and subscribed

_{ﬁay of

STATE OF ALABAMA {

BALDWIN COUNTY  §

TO TAYLOR WILKINS, SHERIFF OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA:

You are hereby commanded to have the body of Rufus Howard Harden
alleged to be detained by you, whatsoever name the said Rufus Howard Harden
is called or charged, with the cause of such detention before me, the said
~ Hubert M. Hall, Judge of the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, on.the

: é 0 day of Deéember, 1954, at the Court House at Bay Minette, Alabama,
at 10:00 o'clock A. M. to do and receive what shall then and there be considered
concerning the said Rufus Howard Harden.

Dated this the /77 day of December, 1954:

4 /WM Wi D bl —

CIRCUIT JUDGE.

I, the undersigned, Kenneth Cooper, Solicitor of the Circuit Court of

Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby acknowledge service of copy of the
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- above and foregoing petiton and Writ of Habeas Corpus and waive all other

, o
or further service thereof on this the /4 day of Pecember, 1954,

/ /ﬂ//%/f/ff/ éjﬁy

Solicitor Circuit Court of B/zfdwin
County, Alabama.

I, the undersigned, Taylor Wilkins, Shefiff of Baldwin County, Alabarda,
as such Sheriff do hereby acknowledge service of copy of the above and

foregoing petition and Writ of Habeas Corpus and waive all other or further
|

Lol

win County, Alabama.




INDICTMENT FRINTED BT MOORY PG, CO,

The State of Alabama,

, CIRCUIT COURT,._.OCTOBER SPECTAL SESSION, 19.5L
Baldwin County : e e

The Grand Jury of satd Ceounty charge that before finding this indictment
. Rufus Howarc Harden, whose name is to the Grand Jury otherwise
unknown, unlawfully, and with mallice aforethought, kiilled leroy Miiler,

by shooting him with a pistol,

acainst the peace and dignity of the State of Alabama.

Kenneth Cocoper

Solicitor of the Twenty-Hight JTudicial Cirenit.




STATE OF ALABAMA ) IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BATDWIN COUNTY ) BALDWIN COUNTY, ATABAMA
GRIMIMAL DIVISION

LN T WATTIR OF THR FETITION OF

Wo& Bm

RETURN OF TAYLOR WILKINS 70 THE URTT OF HABEAS CORFUS.

Now comes Taylox Wilking > to whom the writ of habeas corpus in this case
was directed, and who has been duly served therewith, and for return to
- said writ shows to the Gourt that he detains and holds the said Rufus

‘Howard Harden by virtue of a committment issued pursuamt fo an indictment
heretofore filed in the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, on to-
~wit, the Sth day of Ogtpbér 2 ;951&; charglng the petifbioner_ with murder
m the first degree, a correct 'gbpy of which is cffered in evidence before
this ﬁonorable' Court herewith, and a copy of which was offered in evidence
_ oefore 'hhe Couru by the pe titioner when the writ of habeas corpus was
| filed.’ And he herewith produces the body of the said p;etitioner and sub-
mits him to the Jurisduction of the Hp‘no:able Hui_)ert M. Ball, Judge of the
G:.rcurb (_._‘vquz__'t of Baldwin County, Alabana, the judicial officer issuing the
writ -i_z; 'thi:s case.

Dated at Bay Minette, Alabama, this U th day of December, 195).
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S Cmcwi Court

;Baldw:.n County

,'5-'-5@‘ w*s_}’; ss%byile Je ﬁumphre?‘i
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I,the undersigned Circuit “olicitor for the Twénty—Eighth
Judicial Circuit, State of 5labama, acting on behalf of the State of
Alabama in the cause now pending in the “ircuit Yourt of Baldwin
County, Alabama, wherein the State of Alzbama is plaintiff ang
Howard Harden is defendant charged by indictment with murder, do hereby
certify that I have served a copy of the above and foregoing motion
upen the Honorable G. Ernest Jones, attorney for said Defendant Howard
‘Harden on this 8th day of December, 1951, by mailing a copy to him,
first class United States mail, postage prepaid by stamps affixed

thereto, properly addressed to him at his last known postoffice

address, viz: 204211 Massey Building, Birmingham 3, Alabama, on this

| /mmﬁ

v

gth day of December, 195.4,

Circuit Solicitor,

28th Judicial Circuit.




Plaintiff,

‘Defondant






