
TO THE HONORABLE JOHN D. LEIGH, JUDGE OF TEE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA : SITTING IN E~UITY: 

Your petitioner,,JENNIE M. RUSSELL a resident of the 

town of Fairhope, Baldwin County, Alabama and over the age of 

twenty one years respectfully showw: -

FIRST:- That she is the widow of Albert . T· Russell 

sho died JQne 19, 1919 leaving his widow, your petitioner and 

three children, t wo of whom are of age and the t hird Mildred 

Russell who was born Ootober 23, 1901, over 'the age of eighteen 

years. 

SECOND:- That the said Albert T. Russell at the time 

of his death was possessed of sixty acres of land in Baldwin 

County of the value of ~pproximately Five Thousand Dollars and 

dying intestate said property passed to petitioner and her three 

children and is substantiall~ .all property in which the said minor 

has an interest. 

THIRD:- That Mildred Russell is well educated, intell

igent and oapable of managing hGr own affairs. She is a resident 

of Baldwin County but at present is at 122 Main Street, Three 

Rivers, Michigan to which city she recently went to take a 

course in special training the better to fit her for the profes-

sion of ins tructor. 

FOURTH:- That the condition of the estate in which 

the minor is interested makes it desirable that said minor should 

be freed of the disabilities of non-age that she may join with 

petitioner and her adult brother and sister in disposing of the 

realty above described which since the death of the father can 

not be managed and cultivated by the heirs to advantage. 

THE PREMISES CONSIDERED, the petitioner prays that 

notice of the hearin~ of this petition be given the minor by 

registe~@d mail, that an order be made forthwith·prescribing 

the manner in which proof of the minor's competency shall be 



made and setting a date for hearing, and that upon said 

hearing a decree be rendered removing minor's disabilities 

o~ non-age and granting her the right to contract and con

duct her own affairs as fully as she might do if of=full age. 

~~-"a~ 
solicitOr for Petitioner 

(} t' ") - ~-~ -' ~ # fl ( /) _.-_: f-:<1§·r /•_ . .j "' ~ 
PETITIONER. 
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STATE OF ALABAMA I 
J 

COUNTY OF BALDW IN I 

Before me, the undersigned notary public, in and for 

Ba ldwin County, Alabama, pers onally appeared this day Mrs. 

Jennie M. Bussell, who is known to me, and being by me first 

duly sworn, deposes as follows: 

"I am the mother of Mildred Russell and recentl~ .. 

in her behalf filed a petition t~ have her disabilities of 

non-age removed. My daughter will be nineteen years of age 

on the twenty-third day of next month, is well educated, and 

is capable of looking after her own affairs . She recently 

went to Three Rivers, Michigan, there to take n special course 

in music to fit herself to teach it. lly husband died last 

summer, leaving but little property other than a sixty acre 

farm out from Fairhope. My two older children are married 

and I cannot look after and operate this to advantage . VIe 

have recently had a chance t0 sell it at a figure that we 

are advised by responsible part,es is an advantageous one 

and I am advised by my la~yer that the children and myself 

cannot make a n acceptable deed until my youngest daughter, 

Mildred , is of age unless we go to expensive and tedious 

court proceedings . It is desirable that we should accept 

this offer promptly for fear of l osing it and my two older 

children agree with me that it would be to the advantRge of 

all of us to sell at this time as I cannot manage the place 

alone. My daughter, Mildred, agrees with me on this and,as 

she has always shown a good head for business, I am of the 

opinion that it would be to her interest to have her made of 

age as she i s as capable in a business way now as she will be 
I) 

a year from now. My older children agree with me about this. 

-9-~Ju.tt:~~~ ~ 
Sv.-orn to an& subscribed before me 
this th~ .lf - day _of Sep~ember, 1920 

-&tad ,0 e b-t Lr (L 



STATE OF AJ~BAMA f 

' COUNTY OF BALDWIN f 

.... 
' 

~· 

.'i . . 

Before me, the undersigned notary public, in and 

for Baldwin County, Alabama, personally appeared this day 

A. H. Mershon, who being by ma first duly sworn, deposes as 

follows: 

"I am a resident of the town of Fairhope and have 

lived there for many years. I am a merchant and in active 

business there. I have been personally acquainted with the 

Russell family for a number of years and know Miss Mildred 

Russell personally. She is a well educated, intelligent 

girl and, in my opinion, has as good judgment on business 

matters as the average woman of twenty-five. I think her 

thoroughly capable of managing her own affairs. Her 

mother is a widow and lives in Fairhope though Miss Mildred 

is at present away at a technical school taking a special 

course of training. 

Sworn to and~ubscribed before me 
this the 2 f _ day of September, 1920. 

---------



STATE OF ALABAMA 0 

' COUNTY OF BALD~INt 

Before me, the undersigned notary, personally 

appeared this df\y William Mcintosh, who is known to me, 

and being by me first duly sworn, deposes as follows: 

"I am a resident of the town of Fairhope, 

Alabama, and have been living here for several years. 

Prior to that time I lived at .~ in 

Baldwin County. My occupation is bnnker , and I am cashier 

of the Bank of Fa irhope and £resident of the Daphne State 

Bank. I am also the present mayor of the town of Fairhope. 

I have been personally acquainted with .Miss Mi ldred Russell 

for a number of years and knovr her mother and was acquainted 

~ith her father up to the time of his death . Her father died 

last June, leaving a widow and th£ee children, of whom Miss 

Mildred is the youngest. She is over the age of eighteen 

years. Mr . Russell at the time of his death left sixty acres 

of land in Baldwin County and no will. Miss Mi ldred Russell 

is well educated, intelligent, and capable of managing her 

own affairs. She has be en living in this place with her 

parents up to this summer when she went to take a special 

course of training in music and in my opinion she is amply 

capable of looking after her own interests and,from \,hat I 

know of her parent ' s affairs, it would be to her interest 

to have her disabilities of non-age removed." 

f~~~~ 
Sworn to and s~scribed before 
me this the '1 day of September, 
1920. 
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7'1~~~.1~11.1~.1, Co~nty. } ,\'o .~~.~~RCU~T .~O~::l~A' ~~~IT;,,,, lB .. 2<J . . 

I n the .1£ attor of the P;:::on of... .~j:;·")21 ..... /[~dL ........................................................ .. 
1'o R elieva.;{,.on?J U! isa ilities of ,\'on!.l}_ge. . 

This cau se coming on to be hea rcl in ..... ~ .. ~ ... .. ..... .. .................................................................... . 

I• a in g bee~ subm:;;!; .. ':;t::;:;;~::::;_d:;;:.:;;:.::::t~~ . 
Ul1ereupon, upon consicleration thereof, it is ordered, acljndged and decreed by the .. ..... ~ .......... ............. .. 

be and he is relieued f 7·om th e Disabilities of .Yon-Age, a nd l1 e is vestecl with the righ t to su e and be su ed, contract 

and be contractecl with, to bu y, sell a ncl convey R eal Estate, ancl genera lly to do and perform all acts which such 
~ 

m in or cotdd lawfully clo i f he were twenty-one years of age, ~ ................ ......... ....... ........................................................ .. 

·············· ····------·-· ·-·· ·· ··· ·· ·-·····-············· ··· ···· -······· ···· ····-·· -········-····· ······· ··· ··· ··- ···········-·········· ·· -·· -··· ·· ·· -········--···· -······ ·· ······ ·· ··· ···- ·· ·-· · ······· ····-··--·-
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I t is fw ·ther cleol'eed that the saicl.. .. t~ ... /.}1.. ... /1:::.~.~ .............................................. .... . 

::: ::::O"fiS ~W/fs-~L"!;O;[L u .<J~ u 4~•mmum.Judg,, 
f~ - p 



,\'o.26-5................ Page ....................... . 
= ---=-= = - = - = =-o--==~ 

'J.'IIE S1'.f11'E OF .rlL/l B/l.H.1, 

B 1- . ..................... .a O..W.l..n ....................... Cow~tu. 

===-=----

CI RCUI1' COURT, D t EQUITY. 

PE1'I1'IO.V' OF 
Jerlliie U .iussell to remo~e 

disabilities of non - age of 

DECREE RELIE fi'IJtO ,iliJJVORS FRO,,Jf 

DJS.!l.BILI 'l'IES OF NON-.!IGE. 

JHE S'l'. t:l'E OF .!lL.!l.B.!lJlf .ll, 

................. Baldw.in ........................ County. 

I h ereb!J certify that the within Decree 

was received in this office for record 

.... .......................................................... 19 ........ .. 

at ........................ o' clocJ.v ............. U ., and re-

co1 cl ec~ in .............................................. R ecord 

1'ol ................................. Page ........................ .. 

.............................................................. 19 ........ .. 

antl e.~.:amined. 

JLtdge of Probate. 

--:J Regis~er Fee,$ ...................... .. 

rr~~~-

I 



8581 NOTE OF TESTIMONY. 
---=-11=,... 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNT Y. 

. This ca e is submit,t ed in behalf of CoL~gi~ 'ein! .................. .. ........... .. 

-.!~=: ·-··- -'·····- -··-·······-············& t .... -... /.1.: .......................................................................... ~·· ····· ···· ·"····· ···· · ···· · ..... ···············-······-···-
~-~~.qt.--0'-«~ .. <C •....................•.............. 

---- ----·--··---·--·-··-·-·-··-·------·- - --·-··-··············- ···- ·····-·-···-········-·-······-·······- ········--

a nd in behalf of Defendant upon .. ............ .......... ..... ............... .................. .................... ················-·················· ·········· ··············· 

---····-~~--····-·-·-··-······ ·············---·· ·:·········--···----· ····-·· -····-···-···· ···· ···· ····· ·· ·· · ······ · ······-· ····· ·················· ·· ·· ··-········ ·· · · ···-················ ········· · ·· ·· ····· ···· ····· ··· ·········-······-



No ........ .................... .... . 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY. 

va. 

NOTE OF TESTIMONY. 

Filed in Open Court this ....... ~ ....... . . 

Register 

.J 
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In the Mutter of 

inor 
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I N E~UITY 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

BAJJDWIN COUNTY 

' This matter coming on to be heard upon the petition 
of Jennie M. Russell for the removal of the disabilities of 
nh- ge of her daughter, Mildred Russell, a minor over the age 
o ghteen years, nnd said petition praying that a day be set 
f r earing same upon the merits and that a further order be 
m prescribing the manner in which proof may be made of the 

egations thereof: 

IT IS HE~Y ORDERED that said petition be set down 

/
for hearing upon its merits on Saturday, October 2nd, 1920, at 
2 P.M., in the office of the Circuit Clerk of Escambia County 
at Brewton, Alabama, and that testimony in support of said pe-
tition may be adduced in the form of uffidavits of two or more 
responsible parties personal ly acquianted with said minor . 

IT IS l!'URTHER OF.DF...RED that as said minor is at present 
a non-resident, notice of the time and pl ace of hearing and a 
copy of the petition be served upon her by the Sheriff of Baldwin 
County by registered mail, he to make return for t hwith of his 
action in the premises to the Register of the Circuit Cuurt of 
Baldwin County. 

Ordered out of term time, but in open court, this the 
25th day of September, 1920. 



.-,... 
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• 
t 
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CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, 

IN EQUITY. 

IN RE : MILD!iED RUSSELL, FINOR· 

0 ' R D E R 
· n~ I 

Fixing Hearing and ~ of Proof 

., -
__....,. . ~ 

Rickarby & Beebe , 
Lawyers . 

~,,~r~ 1 ,~ 

J 



In the 11atter of 

l.:ILDRED RUSSELL, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

a Minor OF BA.LDWI N COUNTY , ALABAMA 

IN EC:UITY 

Received September 27th, 1920, from the Register 

of the Circuit Court of Bal dwin County certified copy of 

petition filed in the above s tyled matter and pursuant to the 

order made by the Honorable t he Judge of the said court I 

sent said certified copy together with notice of the date of 

he~ring of t he orig inal petition on October 2nd, 1920 to Miss 

Mildred Russell by registered mail enclosed in an envelope 

addressed to her a t 122 Main dtreet, Three River~ :~~h~~an, 

with postage and a re§i stry fee ful l y prepaid. ~ 

r eceipt fo r the papers thus sent is att ached hereto . 

'lWJ;]l!ESS my hand a t Bay .Linette, Alabama , this the 

day of October, 1920 . 

Sher±ff Baldwin County , Ala . 



<:;;;}. ~ \ 
~ - '--

H f E(UITY 

CIRCUIT COURT OF 

BALDIIIH COUUTY , .lLAB.~.:.A. . 

In re 

:MILDRED RUSSEJ..L, 
Minor. 

Sheriff's return of 
service 



r OR SAI.C BY CEO. D. CAHNARO l. CO., ST. LOUIS. 

CI RCUI T COUR1' OF 

~ . ~ . j 
······ ·········· ·· · · ······~··········· ····~···························· 

--- --- --------------------------------------------COUJYTY, 
IN' EQUITY. 

I , ___ ____ _j(__ ______________ __ ----- ----- ---- -- ---·----------------------------------------- --- --------- ---- ----Register of said Court. do hereby certify that I 

did, on the ............. !b:.Z~ .... da~·····················~ ...... 19.?:.,., send to ..............•........................... 

~-~ ' . ~ 
'~~~~~~:,::; =: ~~~ 42~ :•f•=nt 

by registe1·ea mail, postage prepaid, marlcea "For delivery only to the person to whom addresseit," a copy of the 

Bill of Complaint filed in this cau,se; that I demandeit a retu,rn receipt aditressed to the Register of this Court; 

~n~ t:~~·=~Y'·eo·:::d fikd by ww in th~ oa-.,, on the L~ ooy of ' 

W itness my hanit, Utis. ___________ ____ /_~ ____ day of- -- --···------~-------------------- - -- 19~--

,r1cts 1915, Page 604. 
---------r··------- ------- --------------- ---------- ---------------------- -------- ---· 

Register. 



No.aL,4:. .. 7 ......... . 
('JRCUJT COURT OF 

~ .. IcY-G ........ :; ................................. COUNTY, 
f.?{ EQUI1'Y. 

vs. 

C'ER1'JFIC.IJTE OF REGISTER liS TO 

.Y01'ICE BY REGIS1'ERED .JifAIL. 

Filed in ofli ce-!J ti..W ....... /~: 
day of ........... ~L. .......... 19J.::.~. 
~~~-!:-::~ .... ~ ... ~-~-... -- ~ 
( R~~~\ 

- - ===='--====-' 



RETURN RECEIPT. 

Received from the Postmaster the Registered or Insured Article, the original numbe~ 
of which appears on the face of this Card. 

0 5-illl6 

----------------~f~dd;,~;.-.-.)------- --------------- ---- _ _ _ _ --- ~------(s1gnatur~e ~ ~ . 

~ '-..... ! ___________ : ________ _ 
--- - - ---;;;- . ------------------ttfi.tr ad~ g ------- ----------- a "-.!. 

,- ~, Date of delivery, ___ '_{ _ j_ ____ _ c'-----
; I 

Form 3811 r 



Jitst ®.ffitt l~purtttttul 
OFFICIAL BUS I NESS 

REGI~EREYRTICLE 
No. ___ ______ Z_ ___________ ______ ____ , 

INSURED PARCEL .. 
--------~t;:;;::; N~ m m ([;\ O O -===-----

Return to _'f/,__/1!_ ~~;-;."o•m __ --- ----

Street and Number, t ---------------~-- -----;----------·-n:·--------------~~ or Post Office Box, f -- ----- I r~ ~ - -
post Office at.___________________ -------------------------- _ _ _ _ ___ _ 

St --··············-·-· -~· 

AND DATE OF DELIVERY 



8587 SUMMONS-Original. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 
BALDWIN COUNTY. 

To any Sheriff of the State of Alabama-GREETING: 

Baldwin Times Prin t. 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, 
IN EQUITY. 

WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon . .... :LJ.~-~-:!,~ ... J!.~Y.t.~---- -....................... . 

of ---~~~-;:~-~~~-~ ----~-~-~-~-~-~~~--~-~?'--~-!~~~2 •be and appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Bald-

win County, exercising Cha nce ry jurisdiction, within thirty days a fter the service of Summons, and there to answer, 

plead or demur, without oath, to a Bill of Complaint lately exhibited by ............ -----------------.. --- ----- -------------- -----------------------

Lou is B Davis , 
-··· ····-··· · ··· · ··· ····-···· ···············-~---··· ····· · ······· ········ · ··· · ······ · ··············· ··· ··· ····· ········· .. ·······························--········ .. ·······························--

-------------------------------------------------------.. ·--------------------------------·----------------------------------------------------------------

-·•••••••••••-•-·--·-••-••••••u••••••••••••••••--•••••-·--·---•••-••-•-aooooooooooo-••••••••••••-••••u••••••••••••••-•~•••--••--•--•••-•••••-••ooouo•oo••••-• •••••••••••••••-•••••-•••••-••---

against said ------------------- -----------------------..... ... .. ....... .. -------------- ------ ------.. ·------------------.... ·------- ------------ .......................... ..... ~--- -- -- -- -------

Li zzi e Davis , 

and further to do and perform what aaid Judge shall order and direct in that behalf. And thia the said Defendant 

shall in no wise omit, under penaltyJ etc. And we further command that you return this writ with your endorsement 

thereon, to our said Court immediately upon the execution thereof. 

WITNESS, T. W. Richerson, Register of said Circuit Court, 1 his __ _______ g_7_t_:Q._,. _____________ day oL ... O . .C.:t.O.b.e.r . ._ .... 

__ ___________ __ , __ __ __ ____________ ... 192 .. 9.~ 

Re~tiater. 

N. B.-Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill upon application to the Register. 



~~~' 
Serve on __ ----------·-- ---- _____ ) ____ __ __ · THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

BALDWIN COUNTY 
.;- Circuit Court of Baldwin County 

In Equity 
~===========-~====~-===~~~= 

1 Received in office this ________ __ ______ _ 

~o. ___ ___ __ ______ _ _ 

SUMMONS 

~~AR~ 

vs. 

jl : n .. ---
~~--~ 

Rocorded in VoL ____ _____ Page ___ __ __ __ _ 

> day of __ __ ____ ___ ____ ___ __ ____ _____ _ 192 __ _ 

Sheriff 

Executed this __ ____ ___ __ _________ day of 

____ ______ _________ _________________ 192 ___ _ 

] by leaving a c opy of the within summons with 
• 

······ ····· ······;;.: ····----···-------------······ ·······-----------------------······· 
Defendant 

Sherif/ 

~Y-------- - --- -------- - - --- - --------------
Deputy Sheriff 

J 



~ .. 

STAT~ OF ALA.BAllA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

) 
) 
} 

IN TH~ CIRCUIT COURT, 

BALD\IIU COUNTY , ALA. 

TO TH..: HOl~ORABLE , JOHN D. ~IGH , JUDG_~ OF TIC CIRCUIT 

COURT , BAJ.~DWIN COUNTY , ALA .... -In aqui ty . 

Your Orator , Louis B· D~vis , rospectf1lly rQpra

sents and shows unto your Honor as follows : 

1 . That he ha4 bean a bona fide residont citizen of 

thg county of Baldwin, State of Al~bama, for ~ period of 

mora than tho last twelvo months , naxt proceeding the fil

ing of this bill , residing at h abon , in said County and 

that hQ is over tho age of twonty- ono years . 

That Lizzi e Davms is a non-residant of the State 

of Alub~a , residing at Mari ana . Fla., Route TA , Box 50 , 

and is tho wifG of the s aid Lous B. Davis . 

2. That your Orator and th o said Lizzio D'vis wore 

lawfully married about June 20th, 1920, and lived togothor 

until a short timo ~go, at which time your orator discover

od that tho said Lizzie D~vis wu s pregnant a t tho time of 

marriage , and that this was without his knowl edgo or agency. 

PRAYER FOR PROCESS . 

Tht premises considored , your Oratrix r Qspeotfully 

prays that tho said LizziQ D~vis be made party respondent 

to thi s bill o« complaint~y tho usual process of this Hon

orable Court , and that sho bo required to d&mur , pla~d to 

or answer the samg within the time allowod by law , or that 

the same ba forovar confessed . 

PRAYER FOR RSLI~F . 

That upon the final hearing of this cause Your 

Honor will grant unto your Orator an absolute divorce from 

the said Lizzie D~vis . 

That if your Orator is mistken in tho r oliof pray

ad then Your Honor will grant unto him such othor , differ

ant .nd general reli ef as xkaxwax ha may in justice md 

equity ba antitled , ha will ovor pray. 



FOOT NOTE : 

Tht Rgspondant , Lizzia Davis , is requirod to 

answor oach and QV&ry paragraph of tho forogoing bill 

of complaint from L to 2, both inclusive , but not un

dor oath, ~swar under oath b&ing horoby expressly 

waivod . 

P A G F. & M 0 0 R E R • 

Solicitors for Complainant. 


