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In 1905, 1906. 1907 and 1908, he was a physically strong 

man. He signed hie name simply one way all the time, and 

did not sign it in a shaky hand-writing, e.e if he WflS 

weak or sick. He never in his life signed his signature 

like that signature on that receipt. 

I am thirty-nine years of age. and my father was 65 

years of age at the time of his death. I do not know 

who wrote that signature "H.H.Cooper" on that tax receipt. 

It is not my hand-writing. It is not in the hand-writing 

of my brother Wilton. I do not know in whose hand-writing 

that name •as signed on that receipt. I do not know the 

hand-writing. I know that it is not my brother, Wilton's. 

It ie not the hand-writing of any of my brothers. 

We did not collect the taxes for the year 1908. We 

went out of office when we collected the 1907 taxes. We 

did not collect any more after that. We quit the office 

about July, 1907. 

~. Now up to the time you quit, and for the years,- take from 

1901 to 1907 in?lusive, I want to get you to tell me the 

names of every person in that office who was authorized to 

be there to act as an agent o~ deputy of your father, the 

Ta~ Collector, and authorized to receive tax monies? 

Complainant objected to all testimony, other than as 
to the years 1906 and 1907, as being irrelevant and 
immaterial. 

Q..Cont'd • .Answer the question the best way you can,- taking 

each year. 

Ana, No one was authorized to receive taxes, except my brother 

and myself, and a great many times, Kesser in the Court 

House. would go in when I would go out, and receipt a bill 

and turn the money over to me when I came back. 

Witness Continued:-

There was never anybody turned into that office, or to me, 

or to my brother or my father, tax money for the year 1906 

on this assessment to Mary James; had there been, they would 

have had a stub receipt for it. The taxes for the year 
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to ·ur6 • Mary James ,,.-ere not paid. 1906 on the assessment • 

If they had been paid, it would not have been sold for 

taxes. 

As to whether I notice any peculiar things about this 

receipt attached to Mrs. Roberta' deposition,-- it seems 

to be torn acrose here, but that does not amount to any• 

"F b 1906" He could not have t~ing, and also the e ruary, • 

paid the taxes for 1906 in February, 1906. He oould have 

paid 1905 taxes in 1906, or some previous year. He 

could not have paid his 1906 taxes in February, 1906. 

1906 taxes could have been paid in 1907. If the 1906 

taxes had been paid, they weuid have been paid in 1907. 

Those taxes were not due until October. 

not due until October, 1906. 

1906 taxes were 

In February of any year, there was no way whatever for 

the Tax Collector, or others, to know what woule be the 

amount of taxes for the State, or the amount of taxes for 

the County for that year. The amount of County taxes 

would not have been levied for the year 1906 in February, 
I 

1906, and there was no way whatever for anybody to know 

in February of any year what would be the taxes for that 

year. 

That tax receipt is not signed in the hand-writing of 

anyone authorized to collect tax money. 

CROSS EXAMINATION, 
By Mr. Rickarby, 

I have, ir. the first six weeks of a year,, in writing 

the date, written the date of th 
e previous year,-- I have 

done such things. 
It may be a very common trick with 

everybody. 
That bill there was not made out until after 

dated that receipt 1906, ante-dated it. 

after the first of January for the taxes of 1905. 

the first of January, and th1's b'l 
l l shows it was sent out 

Whoever 

was a natural thing for them to put the 1906 there, &11 I 
As to whether it 
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have to say about it is that whoever forged that name there, 

oaw "1906" up here, and datea that from the year the taxes 

were due. They were not on the job~ that is all. 

My father's term of office, in whidh the year 1906 

was included, ran out July let, 1907. Fe served from 

1900 to 1907,-- you know one year, he resigned. He left 

in July, 1907, but he served from 1900 to 1907. Hie 

term v~s not out when he resigned. 

That office was pretty well run by myself and my 

brother, Wilton Cooper. My f~ther would be there in the 

office, but nearly all the clerical work was done by myself. 

The receipt books that correspond with the stubs for the 

regular bills were not destroyed. They were not when we 

le~t there. We kept them in the vault for future reference. 

We kept those things five years. 

In the regular course, when an assessment was made , 

a receipt was written in a regular stub book, and a carbon 

copy of that was kept, and from that carbon copy, we entered 

t~ our cash book, and made a report every month. 

It is not possible that this money might have been 

sent in by Mrs. Roberts, and the bill receipted and mailed 

right back to save time, and that this money got into the 

cash and I failed to give the proper credit for it. 

I do not remember whether Mrs. Maggie Roberts paid 

the taxes for 1905 for Mrs. James. I have got no papers 

showing whether, or not,she did. The property was not 

sold to pay the 1905 taxes, tut I do not ~now whether those 

taxes were paid, because I have got no records to show that. 

This is a correct bill for the 1906 taxes. but was 

not the correct bill for the 1905 taxes. I do not know 

whether Mrs. Maggie Roberta paid subsequent taxes after that 

year, of my own personal knowledge. I remember something 

about a double assessment on some of her property. I 

believe it was assessed to her and also assessed to Mrs. 

James. ~nd we marked it an error, but I don't remember just 
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~. I don't want to bring this up. but as a matter of fact, 

didn't the bondsmen of the Tax Collector pay up part of the 

taxes for him during the term of office? 

Respondent objected to the question on the ground that 
it was incompetent and upon the ground that it was 
immaterial. 

Ana. I don't know a thing about whether he paid up any, or not. 

~. Did your father account during his term of office to the 

State and County in full for all taxes collected by him? 

Respondent objected to the question as being in
competent and immaterial. 

Ana. He should have. 

~. Did he do that? 

Ana. Certainly he did; until the robbery came up.- if you are 

referring to that. 

~. Yes. Ana. Yes; he did until that robbery came up. 

Q,. Didn't his b-ondsmen have to make good for the amount of 

money that was taken in that robbery? 

Respondent objected to the question on the same 
grounds assigned in last preceding objection. 

Ans. I never heard a word about that, if they did. 

Respondent ale o objected to the answer and moYed to 
exclude same on the same grounds. 

~. You never knew anything about any such proceedings? 

Ana. I never knew anything about it. 

Witness Continued:-

I have looked at duplicate receipt No. 4906 

for the taxes of 1907, and that is in my own hand-writing, 

and I receipted for that myself •• Duplicate stubs Numbered 

4909, 4910, 4971. 4973 and 4974 and 4976 and 4979 are in 

my hand-writing. No. 4977 is in W. A. Cooper's. 

All the signatures in this book are either mine or Mr. 

Wilton Cooper's. 
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RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION, 
By Mr. Cobbs. 

Q. Tl:lia book that Mr. Rickarby has examined you about 

the signatures in it, containing carbon co)d~ e of certain 

tax receipts for the tax year of 1907,- was tl:lat like the 

book for 1906,- that is to say,- it was a. book made up of 

tax receipts in the form of bills receipted and having ones 

due in it, as Shown now in certain instances when such 

receipt marked "original", and the other underneath it 

marked "duplicate",-- was that a County book,- was that book 

furnished to your office by the County? 

Ana. It was furnished by the County. 

Witness Continued: That book became County property, and 

was part of the County records. T~at book, which is 

labeled on the outside "Tax Receipts 1907, Baldwin County, 

Uanufaotured by Roberts and Son, Bir.mingham, Alabama,~--

tha.t is the book for the year 1907, o~ one of the books for 

1907. We ha.d similar books of original and duplicate 

receipts for the year 1906 furnished by the County, and 

they also became County books a.nd records. 

what became of that book for 1906. 

I do not know 

Some of the receipts in this book upon which I wa.s 

examined this morning, for the tax year 1907, are dated 

as late as February 28th, 1908; they would become delinquent 

on the first of January, 1908,-- the 1907 taxes would. 

When I would make out a. .bill, I wo.uld ,, rite on the 

original with a carbon sheet inserted between that and the 

duplicate, and a.t the same time Iweuld make out the original, 

the duplicate would be made. 

The purpose of that was ndt to send the original to 

the tax payer, because we had some separate bills for that. 

We had those bills like this attached to that deposition aa 

a. sta. tement, and when they rami t ted the money, we would go 

to this book, and tear the original receipt out. 

Q. Your custom was then to take the bill book and make out 
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the bill from that, and send it to the tax payer, and then 

when they remitted, or sent or pa.id the money for the taxes, 

you would go to this reoeipt book and sign up the tax receipt 

just as is shown by this book here this morning? 

Complainant objevted to the question, and to prolong-
ing the exa~ination along this line for the reason, first, 
that the matter inquired about has been fUlly oovered 
in direot examination, second, because it is not in 
rebuttal, not having been touched on in cross-examination. 

Q.C:ontinued: Signing the original with a carbon sheet be-

tween the original and duplicate, so that when you signed the 

original the carbon would snow the signature? 

Ans. Yea sir. 

Witness Continued:- That was the invariable way in Y< hicil 

the thing was done. Of oourse, those books were made up 

before October lat , - before the taxes were due, and the bi lls 

were sent out after January lat, after the taxes beaallie delin-

quent. These tax receipt books were never made up after 

Ooto ber first o We made them up during the month of 

September<~ That is the tax reoeipt book. I put the i teu.s 

ready to have the receipts signed in this book,- the tax 

r~ceipt book, and that was in September, before tee taxes 

beoa.me due. 

We never sent out a tax bill such as this attached to 

Urs. Maggie Roberts~ deposition until the ta.x~s became 

delinquent on JanuaYy lst, beoause they had until January 1st 

to pay them without a oolleotor'a fee. It was not the cus-

tom nor the habit, to sign receipts exoept in the duplicate 

r eceipt book. 

· As to what use we made of the original and duplicate 

receipts,- one was for the tax payer and one for ou~ r eGOrds. 

Ever7 month I would go to this book and take this amount and 

enter it on the oaah book,-- that"page 52" represented the 

page on the caab book. Tiat ~ah book would be oomposed of 

cash entries of monies collected, and at the same time , we 

woul d take our assessment book, and mark it paid. 

As to what is written in the memorandum on the paper 
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attached to Mrs. Roberta' deposition in this case,- "Assessor's 

Book of 1906, page 302",- the "502",being in pencil, referred 

to the page. Whenever the taxes were paid, we gave them 

a receipt on this stub, and at the end of every month we 

would go over each stub, and mark it paid, and the tax pay

menta would not be entered on the assessment book until the 

end of the month. If the taxes for 1906 were paid, that 

would have appeared on the 1906 tax book. I would have 

made those entries, and I kept those entries. 

When I apeak of the stubs, I am referring to the du

plicate in this receipt book about which I have been ex~ined 

this morning. 

_____ ... .,.. 
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WILTON A. COOPER, a witne ss oalled on behalf of the 

Respondent, after having been first duly sworn, testified 

as follows:-

DIRECT EXAMINATION, 
By Mr. Cobbs, 

UY name is Wilton A. Cooper, and I am a son of Hr. 

H. Ho Ooo:per, former Tax Oolleotor of Baldwin County, Alaba.ma.o 

Off and on, I was in his offioe as one of his deputies during 

the time he was Tax Collector of Baldwin County from about 

1901 to 1908. 

was in and out. 

I was not in the office all the time; I 

I was outside collecting delinquent 

taxes. I did not stay in the office as much as my brother 

Van Cooper 

Q. Here is a book, called fTax Receipts, 1907, Baldwin 

County, llanufa.otured by Roberts & Son, Birmingbaru, Ala.bamaV 

upon which Mr. Ricka.rby this morning has examined your brother 

Van, concerning signatures in it,-- I wish you would glanoe 

through that book and see if your signature is signed pn any 

of the originals and duplicates for the year 1907? 

Ans. (witness pointing out signature on "tbook) Tllat is mine. 

That is mo. 4925. 

Witness Continued:- The following numbers are also mine: 

4927, 4928, 4929, 4930, 4931, 4933, 4934, 4935, 4936, 4937, 

4939. 4940, 4941, 4942, 4943, 4944, 4945, 4946, 4947, 4948, 

4949, 4952, 4953, 4954, 4959, 4960, 4951, 4962, 4966, 1967, 

4970, 497'1, 4979, 4981, 4982, 4983, 4984, 4985, 498'/, 4988, 

4990, 4991, 4998. 

I was familiar with my father's signature and his name, 

I ~ have often seen him write it. l was one of his depu-

ties, and Van, my brother, was his other deputy. My faber 

did not have any other deputies in 1906, but he had had thenL. 

I had a brother-in-law in 1901 or 1902, but not up to that 

time. My brother-in law's name was L. Bo Stapleton. Uy 

father, so far as I know, did not have any other deputies 

besides myself and brother, Van, in 1907 • Van and myself 
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were the persons, his deputies, who stayed in the Collector's 

Office at Bay Minette during 1906 and 190?, but Van would 

be there most of the time. He was the offiae man. 

Whenever Van was not there and I was there and bad oaaasion to 

go out, I never did authorize anybody else to reaeive tax 

monies. So far as I ~now, there was nobody else besides 

myself and my brother Van, who bad authority from my father 

to colleot tax monies at Bay Minette, or anywhere else in the 

County. He did not have any deputies down in different 

precinots to reoeive money and give an official receipt. LOts 

of people might have reaei ved money, but they aould not give 

an official reaeipt for it, unless it was signed by him or 

his deputies in the offioe. 

I have examined the paper, marked Bxbibit "B" to te 

depesition of Mrs. Uaggie Roberts in this oase, purporting to 

be a reoeipted tax bill for the taxes for the year 1906, 

and the bill, except the signature, appears to have been made 

out by H. V. Cooper; that is my brother, and also the descrip

tion of the land, but this signature is not his signature, nor 

is it my !"ather' a. It is not my signature ei tber. I do 

not know who wrote that signature "H. H. Cooper" on that paper. 

I have looked at the date "February, 1906", and I oannot tell 

in whose band-writing that was in, but that looks to have been 

done by the one that signed the name. It is not Van's 

band-writing, and is not my father's. Uy father did not 

write a. ahaky hand; he wrote a. fir.m, heavy band. Ift tn os e 

years be was not a. siok man,- he was a healtby man. 

As to whether I bad anything to do wi tb the making up 

of the lists of lands for advertisement for sale,- I would 

aa.ll off from the books the names of delinquents to my brother, 

Van, and he would put them down on the list. He and I would 

write up the lists. We always aheaked the list over before 

letting it be advertised. We made up that list to ·be turned 

over to the JQdge of Probate before he would ever order taxsaies. 



l5o 

My brother Van, and I always oheoked over this list before I 

turned them over to the Judge of Probate, or to the ne wspaper 

to be advertised. We would get our information, by which 

to make up the lists, from our stub books. Thatbook there 

is the r eoeipt book,-- the Tax Book of 1907. We •ould 

take that and oheok up the oash book, and then make ou~ lists 

from that. 

There was no way for us to know in February, 1906, what 

would be the amounts of money to be paid by the tax payer for 

that year 1906. TLI.ere ,,as no way to know in February, 

1907, what amount of money would have to be paid by a tax payer 

for the year 1907. The County Commissioners generally met 

sometime during the summer of eaoh year. They usually met 

pronLptly, and alwa)ls met sometime in the summer and made the 

appro pria.tion, and levied the County taxes, and up to that 

time,- the time they met and levied the taxea,-we would not 

know what the taxes would be. 

I never did know of an instanoe in which taxes were 

paid in advance,- before they were due. 

As to whether I notioe anything peculiar about this 

paper whioh is attaohed to Mrs. Roberts' deposition as Exhibit 

"B",- I notice that it has been torn there, and put together. 

I do not understand that. 

about t bat. 

However, I don't know anything 

As a usual thing, Van, my brother, got the mail from 

the POst ~ffice , and attanded to the mail. I never reoeived 

tax mo nies for 1906 from Mrs. Mary James or }.{rs. :Uaggie Roberta 

or anyone else for them, that I know of. 

that I dido 

I do not remember 

If there was a tax reoeipt for 1906 of if there were 

a tax bill signed in my father's name in my hand-w r iting, I 

would reoognize it. Those tax receipt books were stored 

away in the vault there when we were done with them. T.Ua.t is 

the last I knew of thEIIl. I suppose when we got through with 
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them, they would be in the custody of the man that succeeded 

n:y father in office. I do not know about that. Those 

were books furnished by the county. 

When the tax payment was made, we never receipted the 

tax bill that was sent out to show the tax money due, but we 

had a page in the tax receipt book, and we would go to the ta.x 

receipt book, and get the receipt, and throw this bill in the 

waste basket, and sign the receipt in the book. We always 

signed these receipts in duplicate; so that when we signed 

the original, the duplica1B would also be there to showthe 

signature. 

It certainly was not the custom to sign bills like the 

one which is attached to the deposition of Urs. Roberta, and 

I never did it. That aignat~e of rL.y father's name on that 

exhibit attabhed to Mrs. Roberts' deposition is not my father's 

signature, nor is it mine. It is not my brother, V&n's, 

either. It is not the signature of anybo<W that I know. 

· So far a.a I know, I have not got any p:i.per with my father's 

signature on it, but I would know his signature wherever I 

would see it. 

Q. If Mr. Rickarby will show you the tax papers which he 

has with the name of H. H. Cooper signed on them, will you 

say whether it is the signature of your father, or not? 

Ana. I will, yes air. 

Q. And will )Q)u ask .Ur. Rickarby to fumisn you any such 

paper as he has here now? Ana. Yes sir. 

Defendant's Counsel asked Mr. Rickarby, Counsel 

for Complainant, if he will furnish witness with 

such papers. 

Complainant's Counsel, Mr. Rickarby, objected to the 

request of Defendant's Counsel, as being improper and 

imuaterial, and also irrelevant, and Complainant's 

Counsel declined to reply. 
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~ Defendant here asked the Co~misaioner The Solicitor .l.Or 

to note that the Solicitor for Defendant here asked Mr. 

Ricka.rby to furnish any such _Iapers as he ma¥ have in 

order to show them to the witness on the stand, in order 

that be may be able to testify concerning the signatures 

on them, as he has stated he is falliiliar with ~is father's 

and th..,.t Mr. Rickarby did not furnis.n the signature, .. 

,papers. 

SoliQi tor for Defendant also stated that the purpose of 

this was to have the witness compare the signatures on 

those papers with the signature on the Exhibit attached 

to the deposition of Mrs. Maggie Roberts. 

Q. Your brother, Van, in his testimony, said-----

Complainant here interposed objection to -~he 
Defendant's eolicitor telling the present wit
ness, who has been put and kept under the rule, 
the substance of what a previous witness has 
test! fie d to. 

Q. Continued: -- something about a robbery,--- was the Tax 

Collector' a office robbed• 

Ana. Yea air. 

Witness Continued:- I do not remember about when it occurred 

I cannot even recollect exactly what month, but I know it was 

robbed.. , 

or 1907. 

It was either in 1906 or 1907,-- I believe 1906 

It is too hard for me to recollect, although I was 

there at the time~ ·lone of us ever did find out or know 

anything about who did the robbery. I never knew, and 

nobody that I knew of. I do not remember now just how 

much money was stolen, but it was several thousand. I 

don't rem~mber exactly what it was, but it was up ~n the 

thousands. 

I do not remember whether it was at a time when collec

tions had been made in large a~ounts or small amounts and kept 

over, or whether it was at a time when collections had been 

made in large amounts. I do not remember how that was. 
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We were accustomed to depositing ~oney in the bank. I do not 

kno~ how often we made our deposita. My brother Van attended 

to that. He would come to Mobile with the money. I had 

nothing to do with it after it got to the office. There was 

a bank at Bay Minette at that time. I think the robbery 

o ~ourred between one deposit and another; in faot, I am sure 

it was. I do not know how often we made deposita; my brother, 

Van, attended to thato 

CROSS EXAMINATION, 
By Mr. Rickarby, 

We were depositing in a bank in Mobile, although there 

was a banK in Bay Minette at that time,-- I am pretty sure 

of that. As a result of that robbery, my father resigned 

abort ly after it. He was not able to make his accountings, 

and hie bondsmen had to ma.Ke it good. :Ur. Van Cooper 

knew about that at that time,-- I suppose he did. Both of 

us boys werethere at the time, and both of us were there at 

the time my father resigned. Van knew about the robbery, 

and he knew that somebody had to make that good. He also 

knew that my father did not have it to make it good witn,

that is, I guess so,- and he knew that the bondsmen had to 

make it good,-- I guess he did,- that is the supposition. 

My brother Van was right there in the office the whole tim~. 

When the robbery was done, the safe was drilled, and the bur-

glar was a very able one, and like mostall robberies, there 

were some strange features about it. It was a mysterious 

robbery all right. The safe was drilled, and all I remember 

is seeing that the vault was broken open. I could not 

swear whether the look was drilled from the inside of the 

door rather than from the outside, or not. 

I have looked at the receipt here in that book,- stub 

No. 4915 in the tax receipt book for 1907, and tAat is 

Van's signa~ur~ on ito The signatur~s on the following 
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stubs are also Van's signatures: los. 4906, 4909, 4910, 

4971, 4975, 4974, 4976. The signatures on stubs 

numbered 4979 and 4977 are mine. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATIO~, 
By Mr. Cobbs, 

I do not remember right now ·whether the safe indioated 

that dynamite was used, or not, or any other explosive; it 

has been so long ago. 

inside of the building, 

was a large one. 

It was a large vault built into the 

It was put there by the County, and 

__ __ ._._..,.. 
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H. VAN COOPER, was thereupon recalled as a 1Vi tness 

by t he Respondent, and testified further as follows:-

DIRECT EXAMINATION, 
By Ur. Cobbs, 

I do not remember in whiah year the robbery occurred, but 

I believe it occurred in 1906. I remember that the robbery 

occurred in the Fall of the year; it occurred after October 

lst, when the tax monies began to roll in, and it occurred be-

tween times of depositing in the bank. At that time I was 

making the deposita myself, a.nd lilY father kept the a~counts 

in the Peoples Bank of Mobile, and had been doing so for years,

that is,-- not altogether, but he had been keeping it t~ere 

tor a good while,- the maJority of it, and he kept some in tne 

Bald~in County banko 

This robbery which has been spoken of was done by the 

vault being drilled into and the door opened in that way. 

We could not tell whether any dynamite or other explosive had 

been used. We learned of the robbery the next morning when 

we went over there. It occurred at night, and we found out 

about it the next morning, We were never able to find out 

or .kno•• anything about who did it. ! do not remember about 

how much money w3B lost in that robbery, but the Examiner 

checked us up on it. I do not remember the amount. 

Whenever we would get a little too much money on hand, we 

would make a tri~ to Yo bile and deposit it. We made 

our runs and tr:E d to get everything checked up in November, 

and we would then have a good deal of money on hand, and as 

soon as he would get it checked up, we would make a tri» to 

Uob1le and deposit ito That was about the latter part of 

November, and that was our custom. I don't remember about 

how long we had been depositing in the Peoples Bank. I guess 

about four years. I do not now remember about the date of 

the robbery. I am not certain about the year but I think 

it was in 1906o It must have been the latter part of 1906. 
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rn the Fall of 1906, but I am not sure of thato l&y beat 

reaolleation is that it was in the month of Nevember. I 

know it was ~fter Oatober lat. I never failed to make 

a deposit for as long a period as from Febru~ry to Oatober, and 

we Nere making settlement of tax moniea all the time,- every 

month. 

CROSS EXAMINATION, 
By Mr. Rickarby, 

I do not remember how much the robbers got out of 

that robbery. I never did see a stat ement of it. 

robbery praatiaally crippled my faner finincially. He was 

in the turpentine business, and also had a shingle mill business, 

and he lost all of that; he had to sell it. I was Chief 

Clerk and gener~l office manager for hiro up to t he time he 

resigned. He resigned notlong after that robbery• The 

robbery crippled him so that he couldnot aome aaroas with his 

settlements, and his bondsmen had to make it up. I do not 

know how muon they had to make up o I don't know anything 

aoout thate I helped the examiner check up the books. 

The examiner was a fellow with the Fidelity Company, and Mr. 

Gorman, I think, was with himo The Fidelity Company was 

on my father's bond. Nobody asked for my father's resig-

nation; he just resigned* 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION, 
By Mr. aobba, 

I do not remember about when he resigned,-- immediately 

after they got the books checked up. We finished that year 

1907 taxes, and Oscar Hall taken charge in 1908. He was 

appointed. My father was in office from 1900 to 1908. 

He got out of offiae in July, 1908. The robbery was 

ahecked up by the Examiners in December, immedi ately after 

it occurred. 

-----
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E. A. COOPER, a witness called on behalf of Respondent, 

after having been duly sworn, t.eatified as follows:-

DIRECT EXAMINATIOW, 
By Mr. Cobbs, 

My name is E. A. Cooper. I am a eon of Mr. H. H. Cooper. 

I knew hie signature of his name, and I have seen him write 

it many times. 

1 am 34 years old. I have examined the paper, 

marked Exhibit "B", attached to the deposition of Mrs. 

U~gie Roberts if.n this case, purporting to be a receipted 

bill for the taxe for the year 1906, and I ha.v e examined 

the signature on it. That is not my fa. the r' s sig~ature. 

I do not know in whose handwriting that signature is. It 

is not the hand-sriting of my brother, Van Cooper,-- it is 

not the way I have ever seen him write it. I t is not the 

sign~ture of my brother, Wilton. It is not my signature. 

I never made out a tax receipt in my life. 

I won't say whether it is the signature of any of my 

brothers. I know it is not Van's or Wilton's handwriting,-

neither is it my father' a and it is not mine, but tLe others 

have never had any occasion to sign any receipts cr anything 

like that, but I am not so familiar with the others' hand-

writing as those I am so closely connected with. None of 

the others stayed in the office,-- they did not live there. 

1 did not stay in the office, and had nothing to do witn it 

Nha.tevere In 1906 I was here in Mobile going ~vto school. 

IH 1907, I was in MObile, a.~tending the Medical College, and 

I certainly do not know in whose handwriting that signature ia. 

-- ----



CERTIFICATE --..._..,====-::::::::::::::: 

I, ...................... J3.e. .. n;.o.x.9.. ......... ~ ...... J.~r.l..i.P.: ......................................................................... , one of the commissioners named in 

the foregoing commission which issued out of the Honorable the ..................................................................................................... . 

..................... :Jir.cni:t ...... Jo.urt ..... o.f .... :.:o."::1il.e ..... ;..o:nn.t. ..... , ............ l.~ .. b .. c~n.2,.~ ........................................................................................ .. 

do hereby certify that in a certain cause pending in said court, wherein ...................................................................................... . 

.... .......... .:.:...:.s ...... _:a.gg.!.s ... H.o.:.2r.t .. _. , .... D::......... ....... ................ .. ...... . ............................................................... ...... ............. Complainant 

and ................ R!J:.G.4m.~.~-~J ......... k ...... ~.l'L . .: .. t. ..... ?. .. 1t~l .... 1.r.:Y.t..!L...Q9..L.P. .... ~ ...... J~.e ............................................................................................. . 
Defendant under and by virtue of the power conferred upon me by said commission, I caused the said 

~ ...................................... ;g.!! ..... Y..@ ..... 9.9.:;?.J?.9..± ... .... ~=.t.J.t..9.!:!-..... ~.9..9J?.t?..~~ ..... ~.!.l:4 ..... !~ .. ! ...... A .. ! ....... ~ggp_~~ ........................................................ . 

········ · ······················ ········································-·············-····························-·······-····· u ... . ............................................ . ............. .............................. .......................... ...................... . 

who ............. ~ex.e .... ~w.e ........................ known to me and who ......... .\-;'.C,..~-~~ ....... ;~d.e ........................ known to me to be the 

identical witness e rnamed in the ................................................. Q.O!',ll:l.;i.s .s.i.c;)n, ................................................................................................... . 

to come before me at the t imes and places herreinafter named, that is to say I caused the said 

................. g .. ! ..... ¥.t¥.?.-. .99.9.:P~-~ ... ....... '.:i.J .. ~.?..b .... 9.9.9.P..~.=1: ... an~ ~ • .. :>-. ..-. .. Q9..9..P.~X ............................................................ to come 

before me at _g_~-~i9! ..... 2.f Cj~:J::.~.t4 ..... ~ .... ]q_;t.'1.Jn.. t. 203.... 0119. _?~: -~;!Aat Mobile, Alabama, 0~ ~g~-tt 
................... J.~ ...................... day of .......................................... ..!.~~~~ ... :!~.L .............................................................. A. D. 19.~.~ .... ; and the said 

.......................................................................................................................................... at 

on the .................................... day of ............................................................................................................. , ...................... A. D. 19 ............ ; and the said 

.......................................................................................................................................... at ........................................................................................................................... .. 

on the .......................................... day of ............................................................................................................................... A. D. 19 ............ ; that said 

witness w first duly sworn by me as stated; that ........................................................................................... w then 

examined 

and testified in response thereto as it is herein above written; that ............ .t'"e i r ................................................. testi-

·t· · b ·'-hem mony was by me reduced to wn mg as g1ven y .............. ._ ...... ~ ........ • ........................... _. ............ and as near as might be in 



The State of Alabama, Mobile County 

Mrs. Maggie Roberts, 

vs. 

Buchmann Abs tract & Invt. Co., 

) 
I 

Circuit Court 
IN EQUITY 

AT MOBILE, ALA. 

) To ___ c<_. _ _!!_.__~!'o~llll' ~-~ ,__]l_. __ ~-' _!l_!iF_ l,~_n 

_____ litJipJlfUl_n_~.I:li_~ -- -- ----------------

______ ----- · - ----- ______ -- ---- ----- - --------------- _____ _____ - ------- __ ____________ _ Esq ., Greeting: 

KNOW YE, That we in confidence of your prudence and fidelity, have appointed you, and by these 

presents do give you or either of you, full power and authority to take, upon oral examination, the deposition Sof 

-----~ar1~~-~~~r~------------------------ - ---------- ------ -- ------------- -------- -- --------

----------.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

' -·----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------··---------

e---- ------ __ ------ ------ ____________ ___________ ___ as witnesses on part oL __ p_~f~n~-~!1 t ___ ______ __ __ __ _ _ 

--... .J . .., . 

in the above entitled cause, and therefore we command you or either of you, that at such time and place, or 

imes and places, as you may appoint, of which you will give _____ .o.ne _______ __ _______ days' notice to all the 

t. th . 1' 't f d . 'd . t D L~~ __ Qp_QPS s n Jenkins partes, or etr so tct ors o recor m sat cause, vtz: o ___ -~-~'./:Z};t;) -------- ----'---------

Sollc.it..or.s._f.or_.J).af..en.d.:.m.t.., __ e.nd_.RLQKaJ.:QYr~-~·-;e.!l_~~~~_, __ t>_q,~j..-~J-~~-~~--~-~~--------

{}eBrp~~i~~t---------------- ---- ----------------- ------------- --~-------- ------- ------ ----------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
you do cause the said witness es to come before you, or either of you, and then and there 

examine_---- - ___ j;_l1~_1l}_- -- - - ---------- ---- ·---. -- on oath, on the interrogatories and cross-interrogatories, 

vr ' "\y be then and there prop()unded to them by the said part i es . And that you or either of you, do 

.g aeh examination, and reduce the same into writing and and return the same annexed to this Writ. closed 

~tnder your seal , or the seal of either of you, into our said Circuit Court, with all convenient speed, that the 

,ume may be read in evidence on the trial of the cause aforesaid. 

WITNESS: JAMES A. CRANE, Register of our said Court, at office 

· 12 March 9 • thts ____ ____ ____ day of ______ _____________ __ _____ t9t ___ _ 

ATTEST: -}r~-a-~ --Uf~_(E.f.L ~ --:Reg;ste~ --



,, 

TO THE COMMISSIONER : 

In executing the within commiSSIOn, you will please be particular in observing the following rules: 
Your certificate must show that you caused the witnesses to come before you at some specified time and place, 
or times and places; that said witnesses are known or have been made known to you, and that they were duly 
sworn by you; that they testified as it is set down; that the testimony was by you reduced to writing, and that 
it was subscribed by the witnesses in your presence after having been first read over to them. And further, that 
you are not of kin nor of council to either party to the suit and that you are not in any manner interested in the 
result thereof. All the papers returned by you should be attached together, all enclosed in an envelope; this 
envelope should be sealed up by you, and across the seals of the same you should write your name or names. 
The title of the case must be endorsed on the outside oJ the envelope; also the names of the w itnesses examined, 
and whether for the complainant or defendant. On the commission itself must be marked the amount of your 
fees, and if paid, by whom. The package should then be directed to the Register, Circuit Court Mobile County, 
Mobile, Ala . 
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MAGGIE ROBFRTS, 
Complainant . 

vs. 

BUCHMANN ABSTRACT & 
INVESTMENT CO'IiP ANY , 

Respondent. 
~0 ::::. t.). C • ..Ie:::d:us , 

NO. 

PT EQUITY 

II THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BftLDWIN 

COUNTY, ALABAMA. 

Please take notice that upon the submission of this 

cause the Complainant will offer documentary evidence, including 

th ~t already introduced, as follows: 

1. Certifie~ copy of will of Thomas James. 

~. ~~ of patent to Simon Brewton to lands 
invol ved in this cause. 

~. ~f deed of Simon Brewton and wife to 
Ray Bre ... vton. 

4 , ~ &£ deed from Ray Brewton to Thomas 
S. James. 

5. Deed ot El len Morris to Maggie Rooerts. 

6, Deed of Mary Duell and John P. Duell to Maggie 
Roberts. 

7. Certified copy of Tract Book entry, United States 
to Simon Brevrton. 

8. Official receipt for taxes for year 1904. 

9. Of!icial receipt for taxes for year 1908. 

10. Certified copy of assessment of Mary James for years 
1905 and 1906. 

11. Off icial Tax Receipt Book for 1907 for Baldwin County. 

12. Letter of H. H. Cooper, Tax Collector, to Compl~inant, 
dated May 21, 1906, and attached to Mrs. Roberts' deposition. 

13. Cert i fied copy of T&x Collector ' s report to the Probate 
Court made May , 1907, as to taxes for tax year of 1906, and decree of 
Probate Court on said report. 

14. Original Delinquent Decree Docket No. 5 pertaining to 
report of Tax Collector ani decree of Court for 1906 taxes. 

15. Certified copy of compla int in suit of Baldwin County 
vs H. H. Cooper, as principal, and United States Fidelity & Guaranty 

Y Company, as sureties, in the Baldwin County Circuit Court. 

16. Certified copy of compl aint in suit of State of 
Alabama vs H. H. Cooper, as principal, and United States Fidelity & 
Guaranty Co~pany, a s surety, in the Circuit Court, Baldwin County. 

0 
17. Certified copy of judgment rende red in the Circuit 

Court of Baldwin County in f avor of the State of Alabama and against 
H. H. Cooper and United States Fidelity & Guaranty Company, as surety, 
u/ n his official bond as Tax Collect;:-

' ~ 0 I ~1 



. 
(" 

18. Certified copy of judglllent rendered in the Circuit 
Court of Baldwin County against H. H. Cooper and United States 
Fidelity & Guarant y Company, as surety, upon his official bond as 
Tax Collector, 

19. Certified copy of indictment found in the Circuit 
Court of Baldwin County against H. H. Cooper. 

r_ 
' 

20. Affidavit of Henry D. Moorer as to filing deposition 
of Cooney and Wolf. 

21. 

-~~ 
/•S~o~l~i-citorsltor Complainant., 

We hereby acknowledge receipt ol a copy of th0 foregoing notice 
this the thirteenth day of August 1921. 

b~-
Of Counsel for 3esponaent. 
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} No. 

\ 
I 

I N E Q U I T Y • 

CirtCUIT COURT OF Br-LDWIN COUNTY. 

MAGGIE ROBErtTS , 
Complainant. 

,a 
BUCHN~ AB$TRACT & INVESTMENT 

COMPANY, Responaent . 

6~:PLAINANT ' S 
NOTICE OF ;PnO:POSED DOCillffiNTARY 

:p1VID..£NCE. 

" .. 

~ I 'Z;J OlA.. /) 2- ( 

~ 

RICK;~BY & BEEBE , 
Solicitors for Compl ainant 

-···· 



\. 

!Jllggio ~.obarto , 
Complainant 

VB 

Buokmann A'lmtr ... ct rl 
CO!!tJ?B.llY, .Dcfonfumt 

} 
) 
) 
) 
) 

I:1Voctment) 
} 

Ci~cuit Court ,Ballirrln Cottnty, 

~ .. labar.u::.. In Equity 

. c. Jonkinn ana · Hogan : 

lninc.nt .:1d 0 o:::: - .. con on-fotico :i.e hol .. cby ~ivon 
in oirilloncs 

cJ.ont , ~ o.sgie .. obcr·cs , 1:n i.:he a.bo".ro otyloC. ca.u.:Je .,_ 111 off'or/ at tho 

he 1.r.i~ o:r aeid c .uao tho :..oll .rl.r.:c < "] .cnta.:ry cvie'.ancc: 
~ ~ 

J - ' \: . .... . .(;.. >c·u nt u • .., . tn :1"}01'\ Jll.'r.ntc~ .c._-..t d .P:U[;u.ct l0t..! ,l89~; j 
- . -·. . ., -· ue f '.. , ) :U~onton . 0 .. '!!::~ :.Po . t.o:n v au ·tr--J. 

t} .. 'Wll~ .?.! , lJOO; oe~ '='•- dobd: from ~.s:J iJro;;ton ·:; ~-~·JD.O .,...-
Jv.mcs , , at.ot Deo ~~6·~~5. "':lo u. cop~i o~ '!ill o:l ~horu , 9if 1 Jezneo dti,toaoot Z, ltJ02 , tUJ.y awn.i.tto to proh.'l.·te Ju.ne 6 ,190-C.; 
Deed :i!l:om E:!.len . ~o~: :d.o to l.QCC:lo .obcr ·o , datcii. Scp·i.i G , 1916; 
o:fficial receipt for \:axon 1909 of !JSe;t;io .. olJo:rts , . o. W03; oi:f:icinl 
t~.,. rt:\ooi 'lta o"!' Iia.Z ·l.c ..rJbo:cta :'?or ·I nOli :"";r~-<te.ft, nun'borr, ".. 24~5 
azul 2'11-8; oc1·t:i.fied o<Ypy of tmo bill e""a.inot R.n. cooper, iilolt Oct 
30,1~08; ClJ~t:t:I:ic copy of trtte bill .ca:i.nst ::.I!.Ooc• er . t!:4J.c ii Oct 
30.1908; co1•tii.' .eel cop· o:e com >1 int of :&"l.l,,.m.u Cou..'lty , "lcrfn.ts 

'/ n n:ry !!.Cooper end ·'·ho u~u-~od ·b .;co _.i<lolj_ .. (Jy en~. Gu.e.ranty Cor.zpa1y; 
oor·tified oop;.,- of Juaeomont o.e'Jimt l orr:.:y L. Ooopol' (Jlld United 
.S.tet.q.a.J.i..dal.i.:tY 1ct Gn~t~· Como, -~-, ronB.c~o d in Oiroui t Coll!'t 
of :B U.t.\71.n Ooml'L-y , i.:Inrch 2 ";1909; co ·t:1 . ·. . ... : T ot .uoo!l 
Ent:.:-y of u·u ted ste.tco to -i on :Bl·crrton, ::ur J.rn.llo uoso :!boiL -In 
tho bill ot complrdnt; cert :~-i G copy o~ . oeosn'!!antsof & ~Vrioo 
:J~or ye ·~s 19oo ·n.ua. 1906; doe :fl.'OJl a·;; :.OU.cJ.~ G~lit Jol"-'?! • Du: 11, 
dated Juno 27th,l92l; l'ooo:i.pt 'fo1 .. ·ca."toO asoeoaoCl. to iTacy Jomoo 
l.O.} Yf:la.I' lv06; cor·~i.d od co_ y of' -~1u:~ · .'lJ:'t of. o1:i.11auo~ · t~·lC.. U.ooroo 
Dockot )Jo . £> ,pci·ta~.ni!J3 to • . u:cy JCI. as 'ro- JOl'i;y, :9eea l'--2; ~>olinquent 
and doo!"oo lJocJ-:nt no 5 , iucnti · ·• i ... C · )<.Cit·· on. of r- .-:.1n • • · v~ltz. 

~~~~~~~~ 
nocci vo8. co-yJy o:~ fo ·oeoillg , AUf.)"UCt 81.:: , 19Cl. 

" 



MAGGIE ROBERTS~COMPLAINANT, 

VS 

BUCHMAN ABSTRACT & INVESTMENT 
COMPANY,RESPONDENTS AND CROSS
COMPLAINANTs. 

) 
) 
) 

~ 
~ 

NO. 326. 
IN EQUITY. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF MOBILE COO NTY;ALA. 

Comes the Complainant and moves the Court to re

open the cause and modify the !ina.l paragraph of the de

cree of April tenth, Nineteen Hundred and Eighteen, adjudg

ing the Cross-Complainant as the owner of the land~upon 

the following grounds: 

FIRST:: Because at the hearing of the cause, Complainant 

was prevented from offering in evidence her tax receipt 

showing the taxes were paid for the year in which the lands 

were sold,by the statement of the Court !rom the bench to 

the effect that the one issue was one of possession and 

that should said receipt seem to be material, Complainant 

would be allowed to reopen said cause~ and make proper proof 

of the authenticity of said reoeipt,which Complainant was 

ready and willing to do. 

SECOND: ieoause from the finding of the Court as expressed 

in the opinion, the possession of both parties to the cause 

was a scrambling possession, Which would not sustain the 

cross-bill any more than the original bill. 

THIRD: Because evidence of Respondents 1 alleged possession 

was dependent upon the admission of its tax deed which was 

not admissible under Chancery Rule 64. 

~b~~~ 
Solicil)'s for Complainant. 

·•fe acknowled ge r eceipt of a copy of the the 18th 
day of April 1918. 

l ,6vlk, 
Solicitors fo r Respondent a nd Cross-com-
plainant . 
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No . 326. G \. 

• 
1Iaggie Roberts , 

vs . 

Buchman Ahatr£.ct & Investment 

compsny. 

Motion to modi~y decree 

of April 10 , 1918. 

.· 

j 



Maggie Roberts, ) 
Complainant) 

VB ) 
) 

Buchman Abstract & ) 

Investment Company.) 

no 251 

In the Circuit Court ot Baldwin County 

In Equity. 

Comes now the respondent and erose complainant and mo~ee to exclude -

the paper purporting to be the certified cepy of assessment of' Mrs. Mary 

James for the year l9o5 up~the ground it ia irreleva~,i;~egal and_t( 
2') ,L) ~{(A_'-t..J-- t ..fL ~u. ~ ~~ ~~ )'- ( 1,!. ..... 'j .J-.•1-k..#--()-t-7 " 

~~ftr~;~ ~;;_'/4- f:- .t;;_c~c (/ : ., ~;-7 f } I d t./... ) 
j/::. ~....,.._, ____ d_ ______ r----------

Solicitors for respondent & Crose Complainan~ 
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Maggie Roberts. 

Complainant. 

VB 

Buchman Abstract & 

) 

) 
) 

) 

) 

~ 
+nveatment Company .) 

No 251 

In The Circuit Court of Baldwin County 

In Equity • 

Comes now the respondent and oroes- complainant and moves to exolure 

the papers numbered 326, No (21) 326 and ltbioh'1 ' wete purporting to be 

certified copies of Indictments from the Oirouit Court of Baldwin Cowty 

against H. H. Cooper upon the following grounds let beo~use e~i~ in~io1men;e 

show on their faoe to have been for alledged acta and doing of H•H• QDper· 

in regard to the tases for the year 19~7 and for failing to pay ov~ the 

taaa which had come into his hands for the month of vctooor, 19o7 and the 

month of November l9o7 2nd because they are illegal, 1rrelevent andmma

terial 3rd. Because they are absolutely foreign to all the issues in t~ a 
cause and are 

evidently offered for the purpose of predjudicing the¢ -

court 4th because the introduction of such foreign matters oan only ee~ve 
to multily the issues in the case and mUddy the stream of justice 5th because 

there is no evidence offered in connection with said indictments there ~any, 
~~~.~ ~~ev t r"7 ~;c-oon?"i c tion under e 1 the,:- of i>hem • t;:::" c-.--- P... -~~~ (/_. ,_ z/6 . ] .f__r,.-c_j 

ami' . L r ~ ~-~£Rc..L...rJ ~ h-.t-· n;(:.,N e:- / .# A--'# 
. --~~ ( . J. ,z_'- -- /. 'j - '- v . 

, f 

"--/ (: l (_ "--\. ( ~ 
------------------~-------------

Solicitors 
for Respondent & Cross Complainant. 
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Copy forM~ . s . C. Jenkins; tmy 8th., 1916 . 



MAGGIE ROBERTS, COMPLAINANT, 

VS 

BUCHMANN ABSTRACT & INVESTMENT 
COMPANY, RESPONDENT. 

NO. 11,710. 

IN CHANCERY AT MOBILE. 

Comes the Complainant and moves to amend Paragraph 

3rd of the Bill of Complaint, heretofore filed in this cause, to 

read as follows: 

"3rd. That no suit is now pending to enforce, 

teat or determine the validity of the claim, interest, title or 

encumbrance of the respondent or the title of the conplainant." 

----==- ..J 

a;_~ a~za.; r7~ ~ 
Solicitor~or Complainant. 

I here\vi th accept service of a copy of the foregoing 

motion and waive further notice of its filing. 

,<l/S~~~6~ 
/ / c '\A 

'J:' ~. -fLU-/~ ' 
Solicitor for Respondent. 
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No. /11, 71~ 

In Chancery a t llobile , Alaba llfl. 

Maggie Roberta, 

va. 

Buchman Abstra ct & lnveatment uo 

d ------------------------------------
AMENDMENT TO BILL, 

AND WAIVER OF SERVICE OF NOTICE. 
~---~----------~-------
~/ ~~/fl r 

raJr i-4 i; It 

. -

J":veJ ~ c! ~ (!_ ,_:;;f 
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Assessment Book No. __ ___________ J ______ .. ____ Page ........... · - - -~----·--
No . .. .... .. J..G.H9 ................ B ............... .192 ...... . 

R 

Total Value of Real Estate, 
Tax Due October 1, 1923 

J 
c{ 
z 
C) 

a: 
0 

Total State and County Tax .... t ...................... ---~----· .... $...~ .. 1-... Y 
'T' --·* t--.t.Ol .. _............. --·If·~ 

Fees .................................................................................................... ··----....................... . 

............. - ....... ...... - ............................ --------··-................. - ..... .................. _ ... ! .......... .. 7 --
Total State and County Tax ..................................... , .. -1;---lf 

Interest ............................................................................................... - ................ / . ~-7 

25578 MARSHALL & BAUC£ CO., NASHVILLE 
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.. ~~\C~:~ IE R•J: ~?.' S , 

~· C! 
1..1 

c ··r.:?J_,AI ~:A::l' , ra . ___ _ 

I~~ TI:E CIRCUIT COUR'i.' QT.' 3Ar-g::;::: C m:!TY , 

3TJC] . .IA:·~~ A · ~~ 'l'R. 'J T Ji: 
r::; :G T:.-rK:'r GO: ::P 1~~-~ , 

I] E c~UI'rY . 

RESFO::~DEH·'i' . 

DEPOSI:':!:O~~s •JT' :-rrL':·-:s ... t:i.:s Pt)R ... ~S~'J~TDE?:-:T TAKE:~ ----- - -
--.. - .._. ...... _ ..... J--- _ ..... , .... - ~ ...... , _ _. .... -----

-·~·· ·-- ···- --~--v .. vv- ~ - - · · · ~"IR.Cui':' COTJRT r· --- -- ---
SAID CAUSE . SAID r~POSITIQND -~-------
n~~T"~ OF· J~S"R ~ II')"·\~ · J ___ · J 'J 1 ) .:.:J - • ~. \.TJ -• ' TA!-;' A:TTWERP ::riTJDI TG , 

,.Q_, _ _ T::' •-f..-,r.••r, - ~~- "'D"n' .1"'t'l-r ·DA-rn= JTITV 1:::!21 
.A! _. !.. .!..!....J-l , P.~ ...... -,.~_ .... J~, - - ~ ~ _____.::: ~- ~"": ' ___E_ . 

RT'JHARBY & BEEB ~, J '.' ~oun~.:;e l 'or Comp lc.::im~nt, 

SN.!UP.L C . JEniG:lS A:JD J EflSE F . HOGA:T, o I' counr.;e1 

::' o r R e s o :~·y1 s r~ t . 

C:-=.P.RA B . CROS~:A:-:J, Co t...i: i'Jne!' • 



C B R ~ I ~ I C A T E . 

I, C lar . Crossls.:.', f"'!or.11 iscioncr unrlt:'r the uomu:i.s-

on t'J .. .· ~ ~!dC~rc~it Court in s~id c~~~~, 

.. ceJ:•ti 1..1 ............ 

o ::: c~ ~u~;erl 

_ tn0s ' ... es Jr t:"'"' rv 

r ~,...." ,.. 

depos.i t,i0~:E, to c 

'tT~ ~ .. t\!lt-:t::!'p B~i 

l':'Zl· u ..... . l .. er w i !"' 2 t C. ~ll:r • 'j!'j~ ,. 

that t.l3 • ·ur Y\ ••u:i.ned "o·:• T<:lliot G. Rich roy·, :::; :;. . , and. 

J,..,.,., 
-.J .... ' 

<· 
.::l'.l. • .. 'J li 't')r:: .p'Jr co: ~ l(nant ant r ondent> d 

::. · )ns .... t~~tJrato "+ v ... r r t!.r.t 

t .. eir n .r rit:5.r.- n t:::..:n"l, en 

r '"·:.. ') in t' e irt-•nt"'.cc..l lrn,....ur~""e of' said \li tnesses, and 

t! t (" '-m .. tur' ') .. t .. id ~itnessesto t~eir ~enosit~ons nd 

·~ "e r ":!.ng o: t.1e teL -4. i 1n~" ~o t reu'!'e.! -ive u~.tnesses, wer e v·ai ·ed 

l·w C 0 '.l ;~ ' } ,0!, t ..... ec+-; ~ T'lartie to tile '3'1 i t . 

I ~~r~~er ccc~ify thB~ T ,m not oP counpc l or o~ kin 

t-o L.~1.f •J n t~~e ~~·.i·tie~ to t ·IJ c·:use, a.nd am not in nny ~ise in-

ter··~·ted in t~~ rec~lt t~er•o~ . 

'it ""-· t!'lecs rn~r ilf.!ld. thir the \ lay o~ Aucust, il . D. H'::·l . 

_cl~~-~~G-~ 
• ,.. 

·wm.is .~r . 



!A,'!'"!T '}'.,~l"'S , 

··s 

p l~':!. nc: " , 

'"'')" rnT~ '~I·.· A:TT '• 

R Ji~C• ... .....- .. l 

·or_"''!¥ 
- ' 

'JliDE:i':' . 

~:ow come R:~ CJ.<~ rby 

.. ,.0 . -

-r ;~ 'r"T"i' ""IRC1!'::.' C'"'ijRT 0.., :1I T;rw_T': CI)'J:T?Y . 

I~: .L~U;:r_·.- . 

"' o·- 'JOU!·)S.H1:!:. . 

. :-"' b...; / ' Es=1 . . , soliaitors ~or co~-. 

:ld fi~ !!l" 'l 
,., 

T n::ins, ES}.' a.nd Jesse"" · Hog~:.,n, E!J J.. ' .. 
;:;Q i!~ i-;:, .:!'~.; -:'Jl' r.Jsoondc!'!-'.:., a.r.d r..~re thct t~e d~~ositionL 0 :· l.J' . 

J . R~~ers ~~r~ct \1 • ...; 'I ositi ,::;. "'"'r . \, . Boyles, $~il tr.es. cs 

t, '.L:'! ''il\3d. in se.i·l O' ".lSe•:ithO'J.'t .. ir.~ ·)c dl1 r eed 

o·l·-.,;r ~'Jrr•m:.t ssio!'l.cr to s'"' id ;::i tnes:.- ~s · nd r:i tl. 1""..: t "einG si~ned. 

j' sr .. i':l .;i ~nes .... t1.., l .. .J~p9Jti"'Tel~,..- ; r:d t s "cit'Jr 0 r the c OJ;'" 

plr...in -.nt t..~ t:.!'~s .. 1·· _') "'!l~r ·~io~s to oach ~n sn~~ d3oos!~i1ns 

;j :.· t:.c -·~il'.!r ... o tl~& co:r:mi·:s5.oncr o reed ovar sa~d dcro-

S i ti 0 :::s "tO :l . .J r 1Sfeoti7u ,:i tneb...;us and · e said ·::!."tnes-,es u: -:e 

.o t s i _2"~ed t~~~r !'~s~~otive depositi1n~ . 

~~-,~ 
L. J~ t • 

~----'---' -

~/fl-r~ 
Solicitors 0 0r RcspondJnt . 



T. 

-_:y nfi..r..e is J . R gers B, rget . .:y preser.t ositi on 

is assistunt ee.sllier c.. t the Peo les Bank of · :o"b ..:. l e . I hu.ve held 

tht.&.t :posit.::.; -ror .hree year& , Prior to thu.t I s paying teller 

Prior "'vo t .• at I as 

e :c • ._ :. r~ mld :r.ote teller t -t: •• " P o ' ::; p,a!"..k . Durir; 'thi :Peri od 

o · tir:.e I •• e.. e b::; l e p~ ... i snc& o exar. ining signa t11 r es o ' var i::>us 

peuple . Durin~ this peri od I he Lad a r-1·eo. ~ de 1 to do i ... h 

identi ':'.:. sir:r~r..tures . The •.urk a~ peyi~g teller has lr ost 

ntirely to do with the r ecognition and Ide~ti~ic5.~ion o ·sign 

.ar ~. 

Q. 

Ans. 

Q. 

Q. 

lus. 

Q. 

A .s . 

' r. B reett I hand y0u a paner 1 rked 
,. ts...i rAe ipt "or• l u'' r.d l r s"' l .._o 
. ic..ry Jones -h~ch pur po r ts to '"l ~ f :i.:-:1 ,d 1 y 
~! . . C o:per, T C :r ::' in 
Cv1·:r1ty, lat d ..,e'1r·· r · 1906. ,.. .. i 1 1 vo·· plec..se 
examine that s ig~ture of H. H. C oopel ~ 

~I .l v.. iJ-. vV V J... r dL.d h i1r. <.. nd 
exami r..ed i t . 

T.: ~ ·· .... ,..0.... e r i ·n" t'lre 0, L:r . d o 

. Co oper, as I remember it "'el.ng u; +'-: 1 e u. IJ 

t _ _ .,.. . }:-l .;s "") J . . I k now :.~r . H . H . Cooper's 
signatu r e. 

::r. ]· .... r s e tt , I arn .. a nd i ng ~rou no 1 Hh. t :;?Ur 
ports to be a 1uplica te t a·<. r eLl;; :.x't ·) o Jk 'o r 
E. : ,.i'""' C J~. :- tJ· , ;r6 .... 6, : · .... : ..... :. J :.1u'b ... l t.S r s 
: 11 ...! .L~n:r. Abst r a Jt I n1re s tmer1t Com"Qany , f i .lec 
J f.;,nut.r :r 0 , l 0 '3J , nd s i gned b y J. A. Crane , 
Regi~ter . I e~ll you r u t t~ntion es~Lci~ J 

t ote l~r 1 ~ ~ ~J · a~ .... ip~ ~4~ r~ , wu~ ~~ pu~
po.c t o l,u ·· ..._ c..:.,: ·-:,.:..d ' y T-. !T. C JJ~ .... r . Will 
yo· · please e .. ~amine t ha. t s i~ l'2E tt.r e '? 

· i t11es.., too:.: sai rl pe.per ha1~ded .. iL a..:d e ~u. .. in .... d 
:.t . 

T~ t is not :1r . C JOper ' s sign -t·J.re a I e -
.. e: Jr ::.t · ei1:.: o:r.. .i.l the Peopl. ... -r- n . 

Hr . Bur·gott , .ill you p l e •. se coL1p .. 2·e t ... e b · g
r-~tt-.re ')~ tte t~~ ·~ill :U.e I h ~e pre ri'J'.lsly 

r '\j. i. t h tl.e si,...:l""t·J.re 0 . . d':.l"'licft.~~ rec..;i t 
!ld sta.":e ... ether i:1 y1'lr opi1ion t.~e 

s·:.e rJs 01~ .... ' -'- ')ill 'or l 6 r~ -:.ten 
-'J,- ,_,'· ,., ') !!!.'.d. ~ :.e s::. ""n"' ~·.1r or.. t .. e t --
r~' .... f1lt ''497~ . 

T ~· opi!lion it ts not . 

rou 1 3 s"' st t8 y.0ur res. so .s P Jr t.l:i.!'2: -;_ "!g 
~.le v'~l) sir-net·.lr8s ar. not. _t> by t'.e 
ar~ r; 

"T:... :tn;.ra l1:y I 'lO not thi:!k theu' · rc ~he s~.:r .J. 



Q. 

_ !' _ 

~le 0rmi~~ o. the hrnd~riting i s not 
t .. e same . I r. !!!~r op i nion the \"lr i "ti:>1~ 
is alto e:;ether d i 1' 'e r e:1t . 

Ptt·0 •"1et:1er or no-r. , ass·J.mi?:C that 
·v .• e i ~na tu r .~ sho m on the tax rec eipt 
~ -=!: ::7 i.. .. a st nd.arrl signti. t·1re , the si;::;n .... -
ture atL- J~8d to the ta: rJJe i pt ~or l 06 
i s sucl! t " ...... t 1·· it .t:~re rJs,__ntdd at tl..e 
·, ""~' it J ld o 0 ac !epted a• genuine 

~ :;:.< ture . 

An s . 3ot with !!lJ ~ t the pa~· ing teller winiowv·-.-~-~ 

.,, W. BOYI.ES , ·.itncs::, c '- ll~d on beh[,l~ of tne es:pon-

"..... . 
" ... tJ r in"' "irst 1'-!ly EH'Jrn , testi ~ied as ~o llo· " : 

!iOt!fc:'T . ESQ. 

~~ .. r n !!le is rn i llia!!l. \'alter Boyl~:>S . I n.!J u.s istant cc.::,hier 

~or th2 oeQples _ ' nk of' · 1':>' ) i le. I !la ,.e hel1 '4-•• is position 'or ah ou:. 

thr .. e ]ea..r::o . Be or e t!::;,t I Jao ... '..ld i tor o"' the neo] 1es Bank o ": 

ooile. I held this !)'JSiti:m .POl' a':li")Ut "ourt ":!n r:onths . ....,rior to 

t~ ~ ,\. ~ •e.s bookkeeper fo r tuo years . "Prior to that I 1as indi ·:id-.Ial 

q. 

Q. 

Ans. 

. 4r.s . 

'·r . Boyles, I m 'ani in~ y')u · hat :PUrports to 
oe & ta-- 'Jill ~'Jr lS~o, Bo. l d i n Cm.!nty, ·hi.Jh 
:p".:r por"L"' ·~..o-.J ·" e signed 'Jy H . !I . Coo!;)er und 
da t'3d. ....,c".J r ry l'JJ6 . ,..i ll ·ou ,.., leas 8 e.~u.n:ine 
that sig!'.t>-ture? 

• itn0s s t ov\ s&id 1aper han1 d h i~ and e~aki~ed 
it . 

I am n0 hanrlin: you a '~"'lie' t + receipt 
~49n in \.!:l .... : t, :r;urpor-r.s t"o ,e a 1)00k o"=' ta:: 
r~ce ipts .or 1907 , ~~ ll i n County. rill you 
:plec;;~.~e exanline thu . i :.:;ne. ture on the trt: 
rc·J~ipt ;· 4(')7 ~ , e.!:.d ~o .. :par - t'-.E... t sie;na ture 

i tb. t..1e s izno. tur e to t.. to.. o i 11 · ~i ch I 
h~ve just handed t o you? 0 t c te whe~her in 
•our opiL~on they were made ~; thu saLe person . 

~0-~la:na!:.t I)OjSCtS tO tte vVid•!lUJ OP the 
• i·tnes s upon t .e ··r·ound th.at :il d:l ha:: not been 
sho·:-n that il ~s an expert i und t o each o~ 
c...:r..d. ~;.;VC!7 ans .er .. o ul:!. 1ue tions as ca 1 li!lg 
'or ta8 opinion J. an hsn1 r~tinc expert . 

I :.:!ink th y ·1ere made by ci i rent :persor.s . 

"'t te Hha t ti f' ~e re.,.tce . 

I :J" n s e no cO! ...... r :'.. 
o': ·;-_·:a l..~tters . Th 
in th tro si~n~t~r 
di_ 'erm!t \:ay . 

G.. ~n t_e .,..orr..i!l.c: o" a~t 
c JrresDonding l8tters 

>:rn to . ror,. .. ed 1 ::1 a 

Str....t~ \.het:er, in y 1!r 012r.2on, -+:. . • e ii. ·crence 
0et een t"lc ·~ o slenaturcs could · 8 e :plainect 'l y 
u.: 1!r.:"ing t a t ,{jy t!re ,..d.e , J t .. 8 sa .. e .J0rson ; 



Ans . 

Q. 

Q. 

Q. 

Ans. 

Q. 

Ans . 

~ · 

h s . 

Q. 

~. ~ ;:L~rt;r;,~ <. 
Ans . 

Q. 

Ans . 

A::1s. 

Q. 

A· .s . 

Q. 

-~-

and t .. 1 ~ ··::. en ':e ~a i.e t!:e s:gn :.".!re to t:.e ta "":. 
bill he as d r ul!l(, ~ick, or su · 'erin:; ·r om 
s0m~ n0rr)~S disorlJr J r i unt l . rit tio~ . 

I do not th:nk it C':>uld b •, "!11•."' • -i+ m s 
-pre•r. ~-· t ted to sh)'J t.':'le irrE::gul'".rity. 

~"' . 'Roy le , :i 1l y l.i ple s...: e-<:n.mine 1 l ic :...t~ 
t .... -: ru1'i tf.l '4JJ3, .J . .A, '4925 , ·n<l00 pre 
th-.!Le s t ;-_n .... , r es vi t th'"' sign t'.l rc '.lpon . 1e 
ta"t ·ill r l"l 5; ar.d the pleal;;)e st te 
·.rhet'.er JI' not, in your opinion, the <; i gm ... ture 

:1 t' t - .:.11 .:o.s r.:.tten oy .-· e ... o "')erson . 

G. rn:c·~ A11- Y, -;;c-0 . 

:!r . :-o.; .. cs , · r.:l ;0.~ .... a ili~r i"' t ...... a a·H rg ... mcc 
"ror.'l :.:.8 no rmc...l i n sig ... t .rGs of' Len ho ,. re 
dl'U~ .. ? 

I . . ~J ceJn t!:e ... 3r~- 0f'1 n. I l1 ... 1 ... •• e ~r '-Jeen 
cF.lled to ~v.:: 'l"'On onu . 

You -~a -e ne ... rcr be 11 tc ller, .. ~~..~ r :a r JU? 

I La,. 1 YlO t . 
~t.c tlll ler. 
unlors-Jment~ 
l[..ily 1u'ty. 

-·~· "-or'· "a" a4lter t:1ey re nes ed 
I :passe·t :1pon t.l ........ i.r;n t· r •s ar.d 
· nth~ ·'1 nk •Jle ri:1:s . Tha.t :!.s 1 .. y 

Rd~erri~g to ~he .~estion o~ 1runk.n sicn~~~re 
are ·ro · ,os i t",i e tile- t t .... e sif'r. '..lre on the t ...... 
r~co :.pt .. e.s ::1 t ;rttten · ; ........ ., · ~ er tu~::: 

::.n 'lu •nc ~ , ' so~e i~1to ·ic-nt, or st!'o.,... e .aitc:
l .. Jr:t, 1 .o .. i;_;ned. the n'll. e 'J'"' H. :r . Cooper to 
ta~ re~oipts ~4J66 1r f4~79 . 

I c ~! u'">t s ~"' tho. t these sirrna tur es Rere ;r:_ tt :!1 
' ) ~r t::: e s ... 0 :;. rty . 

C 1uld it iJ e :pass ~ -., 1 •t:1a: 't:...o~r .... re i ttu by 
t::: ~ .. rr.• pe.rt· 0!1 t th.ory t~ ..... , t!le .·icnG.u:lre 
on the tax receipt was an et er~~-.!d ~isgu·se? 

It mi~ht ~~ premeditated, ~ut no let-ers coffipur~. 

D you f ind ~:...ny re~ 3mb lance ::n :.h • l oop 0 ' t.:1e 
''C" inC p r':' I -t:.er e ::J oint 'J.,. rese!r.bl-~1Ce 
in t,~ dlev~v i'Jn o the' ooP ? 

T.1e :.:;eco nd 11 o" i? uesti on 't s i gnat·1 r e 
look 1· '.J an "a . ''X ,..,!:J 1 etters :n ''41'l66 are 
'ier:· 1iuti.1ct . 

''ould J. ·.1 s y t'.d '' p'' in c ')Op er i s si1 ih !' or 
d · ss~· ' ' .r? 

I o u. 1 ::: · it ""r ~ dis s L . .i. _ r . 

'"'hen yo .. v ... 

by di" J r ent 
4la0t O! ;. :r 

t .a~ the sign t·:.res ere ri t en 
en do you stat. it as u positiT~ 
p i nion? 

I t is only my opinion . 

Are yo· p repar ed to sa; "'hey weee not .r itt n 

~y the same person? 

··o , t-ut !nj-' opi:'l.:..on is t at ~hey 
ry -t·:. 'er ent ..,:'S0!1B . 



..l --~ . 

~· 

A:1E . 

/ :1s . 

Q. 

Q. 

. A.~s. 

Q. 

Ar..s. 

Q. 

Ar:s . 

Q. 

-4-

I 1::10\.:' h ' r.., lJut not inti11.11tel~r . 

Do ~·o·c. kno , .n-,t~lj_n:- o ' !:ib stL.ndi:-1[' as & j~d[;t:; 

o: c. i::-n . tilrL~s" 

I do not . 

DJ :rot;. b:0 ·.et.·.P.r or ::ot te :las '!Je ' long 
j_r: tt.e et.--1'1:7 o""' ·t 1~n+ h nk? 

I ::e ··e _,~e rd 
loi~g !. • 
CLn n ... t sa:· . 

0~ 'im nar yo[ rs, 
r. c':':::..~ ct .-1 

Is ~-our --: :::i:!.:i. .ri t./ .. i t,n ha:r.d ;ri t:.n"" ·c~s d. 
}iv?l r st·;.dy 0-~ C.AirJgrq.l:~' :....s b. sc::. .;:.cu Gr 

is ~t ~rectic-l c~ sr:.-~ce at t.J n oplab 
~--.::k? 

Pr~c~ic11l a:perier..ce . 

Do v·:n.:. kn ·.- ·n~'t 1 .in~ ')f' tll }Utt.liT.,il!f ... ions o.' 
'T. r~ , rg<) ~ - ~.JSSen? 

T 1 .~o: nottinc o"" ·:r . R'Jseen's .hi1it:' in J..r.k
in,.,. cor.rs..riso:'1s o' "" i~""2i"tl.J.rL "" . I 011.1~, l:no·. ~-::.1 
~~ :i3 r_)u~tion es &n ~udi~or . As to his 
to :per·v kno.~1,_,ige ot: h~.nd ritinc I kno :not .. i:1g. 

Is ~is s~ nding ~igh? 

Pe~vondcnt 61'1 Jects to th_ q1.:cs·c.··.J:: · por: ~-- r 

'Jllowvinr- Sl;.):prra e ~.:-:.:sever l t:.r~·.:2.d~ : T "v is 
~rr·ele"a:n't, ±11 s .1, a~.O. il .v..ter .:..~ l· :1' c .... 1 s 
Por a· rc-ay: j t c~ lls t;'or t .eo:pin ion o" the 
\1i tnass • 

l.: t is. 

Resror·le'1t n.o • s to ej,clu.d~ the O::nf .. er t:J_)OYl 
-:.he grollnds c .. s igned "~~' · e.y • ~ o·:J~ Jt-: ;n to 
tLe ~ues ticn . 

I n your ODin~on is t~e disputed si:~ ure .r::.tten 
')~r c. r. n t!1· t .. , s. :-... o~'J r, r i"'l r-oor. 1:ea 1-t.!:, or 
'h:' o:r:.J · :_:; -S i1:to ::.c .• •cl J~· ;.:.nder b . stro::g 
-=- .0 i ·.,er.er. t" 

I t>ee no iml· ct tion o ~ ny ~1 rv )t:sness · ht.-t o .r~:.or . 

-~ . ~oyles, i the 
J~ ... - v .... ~ J. r-vt 

· r.:. t::. n J!: · . t 
c.. .: · _ i: to . i_c ted, 
S"!_t,CLl ..... ti .r? 

,,.0. 

·:-pr8s ion o~ "Jpi:nion ... :::: '",o 
-i::: ..... ,. r· o .. c:_ ac ·""_ ..... t-! o2:e 
,.., ~ lJ "'Jr 1906, .ritter. 1)y 
~ ick or ncr -;ou~, :. i&~· 1:· 

I s fA-~1 opin.:.)n fbot:.t h..;JlCI' .)r not a sign ture 
L1lCh : . t: c O"l in .._· ~r:. "'-ion 'by l!!P.n · i. I ~ 
. ic...: , i:::tr ·:ic· t~;; 1 or :t.:.[h1y ncr '0\!S c r t~ in 
or :-c !'t' 5r.C) 

A '"J.le r0u Cfd1 ·"'ir.i. SOI,P. similC:.:'."i1ty 
n t,·rcs ·, t\.e n .. clr· .... nke::~ or t-ick :p .... rso 
t:.eir nor' .• 1 signa t~re . 

in sig
e.:c:d 
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1'H H S 'J',r/ 'J.'H OF .d L.l /3 ,il.AU1, 
'--r 

······················:Ut:···~tl\·.:~_.:;_1-·········· · ······· .. .. 0011111 !1· J 
ClHCUI'l' COUR'I', 1.\ ' EQLTIT. 

'l'n 

li'XO"II · l '/:'. '1'/wl tt·c. ltat'int,i full j'rtillt in fJOIId ' prtulcn cc c111d cmttftcletlC!J· !tare ntlfluitlled /fill/ Co111111is.~i"" 

et·s, and by these fll't'St'nls clo authori::e you. T1,..ftltl,tf tm:&-l:tf'-fit<H'fHt/ -.lj(>ttr.at lj /l ch t i111 e and tJiace as youma!J appoint. 

to roll before y o11 rwrl e.t·amine .... -:.·.0 . . e::-.... :• TI.J.~:i. .. _,.e.:~.t .•... ~J~~:t;.e~ ... W: :-:-.~_Qyl ou., .... :-:-.~ ...... ::-. ::-.:-:-.• ,j __ c __ (La."l., 

...... :-:.:-:::: :::::-.:: :::::-. ::-.~_Q,:x.:_ O:V:.eP.. .•.... :-:-.:: .:: ... :::::-.:- :-::.:::-: .::P.1.J.;:t~: ~ ..... _._.: .Ll .. '-1. On .... J~.Q.v. .... Ql~ .• . );~~-Y ~.ll ... O.o.o ._ ... Cl:., ............ . 

Al1 d.:: Uoo Gl'. 

rts ll'iln essc.~ i n /Jc/1((/j' oj'. .. ......... ~:.0.~.:~9-~lcl.Qn~l,i .. , ............................................ .i tt a. ca 11 sc fltnditt fi in Olll' Circ11il ('ottrl of 

.................... ~gJQ;',.,;"x,L ....................... ...... .... f 'ounly, of said Stale. ll'llercin .. ................... . .......................................... .. 

:.~ ie - obu.'·v .................... ...... .... ................................ ........................................ ······················' ··································--····························· .................... . 

.......................................... ·············-·····················-·························································································-··························-·················· 

............. -···· .................... .. ........ . ....... ... ........... . ....................... ········ · · ············ ···· · ················· ·························i .. c:.! ...... ( 'OII'b]J/ Cli II Q llrf .... . . 

(/ lid .. ············-··········· ········· .............. ....... ·············· ·········-·· ............................ ............................................................................. 

............ ------------~~~--~~~~~ ... !1:. ~-~-~ -~-~~~~-:~ nu. .!.nve~ t:.1cn·t. Co n·T 
•· ·• ···•····•· •... ······ · ··-· .•...•. . ........ ~ .. !' . . . ! .......... ................................. ............. .......... . 

....... ................................... ......... ····· 
············ .............. ········· ·· ·····-·· · . ························ ··············· ···········-·············--··· ·································· 
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1 . a converu cn .speed, 

II llrfl'l' fJOII /' ltruul. 
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DI RECTIONS FOR E XAMINATIO N OF WITNESSES UPON INTE RROGATORIES. 

1. l f the t_ime and place oi executin~ the C_ommission are na111ed therein, or in a norice appended thereto, the lt:~timony m ust 
be tak~:n at the tune and place destgnated; tf no tune and place arc designated the Commissioners will call the witness before them 
at sncl~ time and place ~s they may _appoint, and administer to him an oath to ;peak the truth, the whole t ruth. and nothing but the 
truth. 111 answn to the uttnrogaloncs to he propounded to him. The tinw and place of examining- witnl·s~es should hr s tated in thr 
•·aption of tlw lkposition. 

' Tit\· •·apti"n and licpositil>ll shoul d l11 as i .. llo 11 .; : 

Deposition of Richard llowc, a w itness sworn (or affirmed, a~ the case may be) on thc .................... day o£.. .............................. 19 ........ , 

at.. .................................................. in sa id Sta te a nd County, uuder and by vir tue of a commission issued out of the .......................................... .. 

Court of.. ........................................................ ...... in a certain cause therein pending between James Jones, the plaint iff (or compla inant) . 
a nd Sam ue l Young-, defendant (or respondent ) . The said Richard llowc. being- firs t duly sworn to speak the truth, the whole 
trut h, and• no thi ng bu t the truth, doth depose and say as follows: 

To the li rst interrogatory he sa it h : ( llerc write the answer of the witness as nearly as may be in the language of the w it-
ness, using the ftrst person where he uses it). 

To the second direct interrogatory he sa ith: ( \Vrite the answer to this interrogatory, and a ll others, as di rected above) . 
If there are cross or rebutting interrogatories, go through with them in the same manno:r, thus: 
To the first cross interrogatory he saith, etc. 
To the second cross interrogatory he saith, etc. 
To the tirst rchutlin~ interrogato 1-y he sailh , etc. 
Xcither party should be permitted to put to the witness, during hb examination. any verbal question or s uggestion ; a nd if 

anything of the kind is done by either party, the Commissioner should write it down in the deposition just as it occurred. 
The 'testimony may be written down by any one or more of the Commissioners, by the witness himself, or by any dis interested 

third party in the presence of the Commissioners, and he read over to the witness if he desire it, and must he subscribed by him. 
3. The Commissioners must then add their certificate, as follows: 
\ Ve, (o r J, if only one acts), the undersigned, Commissioners in said commission named, hereby certi fy that we a rc not of 

counse l or of ki n to a ny of the part ies to this cause, nor in any manner interested in the res ult thereof; that we a re pe rsona lly 
acquainted with sa id witness, J---K---, and know h im to be the identical person named in said (:ommiss ion (o r have had proof 
made before us of the persona l ident ity of l hc w itness, a nd that hr is the ident ical person named in said commissio n); that he was 
sworn a11CI examin ed as above s tated; a nd that hi s evidence was taken down, as ncar as mig-ht he, in his own la ng uage, and was sub-

!'crihcd by him 
I L. S.l 

in our presence on t he ............................ day of ................................................ l9 ............ , at t he place above stated. 

l L. S.J 

] f the Commi~s ioners arc no t personally acquainted 
iden ti cal p<·rson nanwcl in the commission, and so t•trtify. 

G. 11. 
Commiss io ne rs. 

with the witness , they must ha\·c proof made hcfore them that he is the 

If the witne~s daim~ for his attendance. the <.'omu1i~sioncrs shoul1l statt· in their ccrtiliC'alc the number of miles traveled, the 
numher of d:t) ~ the witncs~ attended. ferriage paid, if any, rlc. 

4. 1 i auy <·xhihib. "ritin~s. <lr paper~ ar,• prolhtc,·cl aucl lhe<i as n·idt·nce hy the witut·s. , tlll'Y , hall he annexed to the deposi
tion to \1 hich th\'Y rl'lak. an,( :-hall he idcntiticd hy suitahl,• il-tters or marks. 

If the k~timony cannot I c t:tkcn in one day, t11t' ('ommis,ioiH·r:;. noting the same, may con tinue from day to day until com
pleted. 

5.-'J.:J\ ~ .. ~<»• ·- w.iU~feld-the...<lcp . it ions, commi.,.siou. iulcH.ug~lo•·<e:yaud eKbjl.it"" i~a.c.ket cmle<l w-it h-thl'~ls-. 
They ''ill write t hdr name or names across ea<"h seal, and direct thus: 
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:\!ailed the ...................................... ........ clay of ......... ·-····-···-················································19 ........... . 
E. F. 
G. H . 

To (give name and style of Clerk, Register, or Judge of P robate, a s the case may be), 

........................................................................................... County, A laba m a. 
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