
-

incompetent and immaterial. 

A In my opinion, the signatures on 4909 and 4910 were the same 

as that on 4906 and 7. 

Q Now, will you turn further back to 4971 and 4973, 74 and 76? 

A That is six and seven you are comparing with? 

Q Yes, sir. 

A In my opinion, ti1ose were written by the same party. 
I 

IBY MR . JENKINS: 
, Respondent interposes the same objections to the intro-
1 
duction of these particular receipts as heretofore made to the 

introduction of the book of receipts; and on the further ground 

that the testimony of the witness shows that it was written by 

more than one person, and is not for that reason the same hand . 

~ Now, will you please compare 49?9 and 4903 and 4 and state 

whether, or not, they are written by the same hand? 

A In describing these, I think it well to say the duplicate of 

receipt. The duplicate of the receipt numbered 49?9 was signed 

by the sarae pa.rty who signed the duplicate of receipts numbers 

03-and 4904. 

Q, :Mr. Rosson, will you look at that paper th 
at I hand you, which 

_ j 

bears the signs of having been wet, and 
is on a printed blank , 

I 
I 

which has 
printed at the top u Assessor's Book for 1906, Taxes 

/

for 1906, State of Alabama, Baldwin Countyu 
, and which appears 

to be a tax bill addressed to Mrs Mary J 
· ames,- please note 

the signature ''H. H. c L 
1 ooper" at the bottom of th · 

1s, and state 
whether, or not, in your 
I opinion, it was written by one 
the other of the two or 

men whose signatures 
you have just discussed 

and if so by which? ' 



BY MR. Jli:NKINS: 

The same objeotions as heretorore made to the introduction 

of the book of receipts, the Respondent makes to the intro

duction of this purported tax bill for the year 1906; and on the 

further grounds. first, that it has not been introduced in 

eTideme; second, on the ground that it is offered merely 

for the purpose o£ comparison with extraneous matters not in 

I evidenoe hereto.fore in the case; and on the further ground 

I that it has markings of havi~ been torn and pasted together, 

/ and for ought it appears from the bill, it may be parts of two 

bills, one for some year prior to the tax year 1906, with the 

name H. H. Cooper written on it as Tax Collector of Baldwin 

County torn off and appended or pasted on tax bill for the year 

1906; and on the further ground that the same appears to be 

!mutilated and bears on its face all the ear marks of incompetent 

evideooe. 

A In my opinion, the signa'tUI'e on the paper just described was 

written by one of the two whose signatures appear on the dupli
tax 

cate/receipta record heretofore referred to; and it is further 

lmy opinion that the signature on the paper submitted was written 

lby the same party who signed the duplicate receipt on Number 

49~9 contained in the book referred to. 

Q Mr. Rosson, have you made a careful comparison of this signature, 

\the disputed one on the receipt, and the acknowledged one in 

tb "' ~>oak before rendering your opinion? ....._ , 
A ~es ,LI have made a oareful comparison of this signature on 

with the signatures contained in the / the paper, the tax bill. 

\book. V 



-

s. 

Q Now, will you state upon what features of the two signatures 

you particularly base your conclusion? 

BY MR. JENKINS: 
Respondent objects to the question, and also to the prior 

one, speaking of comparison of the signatures, on the ground 

that the evidence is incompetent and irrelevant, and is con

trary to the law of evidence of submitting differ~nt writings 

having no connection wi 'th the matter at issue, being submitted 

purely for the purpose off comparison; also, upon the further 

ground that none of the papers testified to by the witness, 

either the dispu. ted receipt, or the receipts in the memorandum 

or stub book are lXOdt in evidence in the case; and on the 

further ground that the witness has not shown to have any 

knowledge of the handwritings of the parties who signed the 

receipts testified to • 

.A. Upon a close comparison of the signature shown on the bill, with 

that shown on the duplicate receipt book, folloWing out the 

outlines of the two signatures, and based upon my knowledge 

of penmanship and handwriting, I find that in the main the same 
)<. 

characteristics exist in the signature on the tax bill with 

that shown on ·4979. There is this differenae, howeT4r, the 

signature on the duplicate tax receipt was written with pencil, 

the carbon showi~ the impression, and, therefore, being heavy,-

J 
w .... ...u.....--~~ature on the tax bill was written with a pen. 

r _ __,ay opini.on, the signature on the duplicate tax receipt book 

I 
was written by the man when sober,- the signature on the tax 

bill was written by the same man when in a condition of ine~ 

briet.y or some other mental con~ion that disturbed his sight 

h 



and the faculty of controlling his fingers with a pen. ] The 

beginning s'bl:lke on the first "Hi' in the tax bill differs some

what from the first stoke on the dupli~ate tax receipt. The 

"C's" have the same genaral oharacteristics. The double "o" 

are somewhat similar. The "p" is similar, exoept that in the 

tax bill it has more of a slant, and the "e" and "r" look very 

much al ike. lt will be noted that on dupli~ate receipt No. 

14925, the signature on the tax bill, with the exception of 

the two"H 1 s" is ver.y similar to that on the duplicate of the 
l . 
1 
tax receipt. My scrutiny reveals the further fact that the 

\ tax bill was written out by one of the two parties, the one 

whose writing is shown on receipt 49~5 and recejpt 4906, while, 

in my opinio signature is that of the party who wrote 

llo. 4979. ,. 

BY MR • .TENKI1 
Respaodel ~ake~ the same objections to the testimony, 

as testified to by the witness as to the signatures, that he 

made on the introduction of the stub book; and on the further 

ground that the signatures offered as standard in said s t ub 

book cut of which he has testified are not shown to be the 

genuine signatures of any one person or persons, nor prove a 

sufficient exactness as to be offered as standard by which to 

compare the disputed tax bill for the year 1906 referred to by 

!him in his testimony; and Respondent moves that all the evidence 

that tbe witness has testified to about the mental condition 

of H. H. Cooper,or other person who might have signed his name, 

be exol uded, on the ground that it is imp rope~ to int ro duo e 



a. 

evidence that may prejudice the Court or Jury on any matters, 

when other means are obtainable or available, and that said 

statement is a mere conclusion of the witness, and has no 

relation or bearing upon the question of expert testimony of the 

signature therein invol~ed. 

Q Have you &ny personal experience of a variation in signatures 

I as wide as between the two just discussed by you due to difference 

I in condi tiona uDder which written? 

A Yes~ sir. Sometime ago I sustained a severe accident, consisting 

I of~ fractured ankle, and sever~l days later attemped to WTite 

my signature on a check while in a state of pain, and the sig-

l naturer while showing in some particulars the same characteristics, 

was so decidedly ~fferent from my usual signature that I oan

oelled the oheOk, and a few days later was able to write my 

signature so correctly as to obviate any possibility of it being 

disallowed by the ~ank. I was in such a nervous condition, due 

to the pain, that I was unable to write my signature in the 

usual manner. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
By Mr. Jenkins. 

Q You do rot mow, as a matter of fact, of your personal knowledge, 

jwho signed that purported receipt there? 

A No, sir, I have no personal knowledge of the identity of either 

lor any of the purported signors. 

Q Either of the carbons of receipts testified to or bf the ta.x 

bill purported to be signed "H. H. Cooper"? 

A !No, sir. 



Q Y0u did not know Mro H. H. Cooper during his life time? 

A No, sir. I do not recall ever having known him. 

Q You were not ever in his office? 

A No,-- he was Tax Assessor at Bay Minette? 

Q YesY 

A No , I have never been in his ofrice. 

Q And had no correspondence with him that you can recall? 

AI No. 

9. 

Q ' 

I 
And in your testimony, what you testified as to his signature 

was on comparison with the bill as shown by the Attorney for 

the tax year 1906, and these carbon duplicates made in this 

tax book? 

A Yes, my opinion was based upon comparison, aided by my expert 

knowledge of handwritings, and from my experience as an expert. 

Q Now, you said, though, in your testimony that it is possible 

for a man's signature to change with his mental or physical 

condition, is that right? 

A It is not only possible, but from my own experience I know 

it to be an actual fact. What I mean by changing, is that this 

change will make the signature appear entirely different, but 

a alose expert scrutiny will disclose aertain fixed peculiarities 

to them that will not be disturbed, while, as a whole, they 

look entirely different. There are certain features about them 

that cannot be changed as long as they can handle a pen. 

Ql It is also possible that a signature aan be feigned or copied? 

AJ It is not only possible, but it is frequently the case that 

signatures are forged; but I will Sa¥ this, that in all of my 

I v 



10. 

experience in the examination of what were charged to be 

forged signatures, there was a more pe~fect attempt made to 

imitate than there appears to have been made in this signature. 

I would state it as my opinion that that signature on the tax 

bill, in my opinion, was not an attempt made by someone to 

I forge the signature on the oa.rbon. 

Q lt is also possible that a ma.n'a signature changes on account 

of mental or physical oondition? 
~ 

A Yea, sir, a men tal or physical condition different from that 

oondi tion in w.hi ah he was at the time he signed the signature. 

Q And it is also possible that the signature of R. H. Cooper in 

the year 19~6 might have been different from his signature in 

1907, tf he was laboring under one of those conditions? 

A Yes, indeed. There is this difference, however, Mr. Jenkina. 

Q 

I If a man's hand writing varies by reason of sickness or ill 

health, or nervousness, it becomes worse instead of becoming 

better as it goes on, while in this case these signatures that 

I have examined, dated in 1907 and 1908• are clearer and firmer 

than that oont ained in this bill. 

1907 and 1908 are clearer and firmer than the The aignatur&:! in 

contained in this tax bill for 1906, and you have already I one 

ff in the two signatures, by giving expl.&.ined the great di erence 

as your opinion that the man who signed R. li. cooper to the 

tax bill was either drunk or suffering from some physical or 

men tal afflioti on at the tie he wrote the signature.-{ 
. 

A I would like to state a little more clearly that he was 
/ 

!,./ 



suffering from some mental nervous dis-order at that time, 

that is, sane temporary dis-order. 

11. 

Q That is the only explanation you have for the remarkable 

difference between the signatures in this purported tax book, 

and the signature of H. H. uooper on the tax bill? 

lt was due to some temporary nervous dis-order. 

As a matter of faot, the signature on the carbon testified to, 

on one of the carbona testified to, is in an up-right, free, 

I easy and legible hand,- that is right, isn't i tY 

A Yes. 

Q And the signature on this tax receipt shows a nervous, broken 

down, fallen, and illegible hand, does it not? 

A Yea. 

Q A very inferior writing to the one in the duplicate,- that 

is patent on its facer 

A I Oh, yes. 

Q You explained that? 

A xes, and, of course, if you like---

Q I am just taking your own statement about 1 tY 

A I was going to sq-· 

Q I think you brought all that out in your first statement, but 

l want to get it olearly in the record, the way I understand 

A res, sir. 

Q I believe you stated you do not know whether those writings 

are genuine, or not, and that all you stated was by comparison? 
I 

A !Yes, sir, by comparison. 

I 



Q You spoke of working in a bank once, and that you had the 

occasion to examine signatures,- how long has it been since 

you worked for the ~ank of ~. P. Miller & Company? 

12. 

A 1 t has been forty-five years ainoe I left the bank. 1 will 

sta~ e further, that for the last twenty-two years I have been 

a Bank Examiner, and have examined, scrutinized and passed on 

signatures of oustomers on the papers and checks of the bank, 

land notes or'tl»l bank, so that I am thoroughly fQll'liliar with 

the question. 

Q But, ian• t your special duties as accountant more with 

studying account, and correcting and scrutinizing accounts, 

than that of scrutinizing signatures,- isn't it a faot that 

you are paid for tha. t, and that is what you. are hired for? 

A Yea, but my duties do not end there. My duties are not simply 

to add up the figures and ascertain the oorreotness of the 

accounts, but to detect and ferret out irregu.lari tie a, and in 

that capacity I have had on a number of ocoasioDs had to com

pare signatures and ascertain their genuineness, the same as 

we are now do ing. 

RE DIRECT EXAM. IN AT IOJJ 
By Mr. Rickarby. 

Q 'In the oourse of your experience as Bank Examiner, have you 

!had occasion to investigate any considerable number of forgeries? 

BY MR . JENKINS : 
Respondent objects to the question whether the party who 

signature appears on this tax receipt looked like a forgery, or 

not, or having the apJB arance of a forgery, on the ground that 

it calls for irrelevant, immaterial and incompetent evidence; 



-

-

and on the further ground that it calls for t he opinion and 

conclusion of the witness, not as expert testimony, but as 
mere 

his/belief about what someother person would or would not do. 

And on the .t!rther ground that none o:f the specimen of 

forgeries testified to by the witness have been offered in 

evidence, and is merely his statement as to his experience 

i n some matters pa st remote, i r relevant and immaterial of the 

matters in issue in this case. 

A No, comparatively few, but I would say that those I have pro

nounced forgeries have bea1 proven to be suoh. 

Q well, is it, or not, your experience tha t a peraibn ·attempting 

to forge a signature endeavors to follow the correct signature 

with particularity and special oare? 

A Yea, on all oi the signatures that I have compared, and which 

have proven to be forgeries, grea t care appears t o have been 

exercised in folloWing the signatures. In some instances it 

~ was so close that nothing but a magnifying glass or the camera 

would show the difference in it. 

Q I n yo ur opi nion, would anyone atte mpt ing to forge Mr . Cooper• s 

signature make as clumsy am effort at the gEil'Iuine signature as 

that app3 are to be? 

A I should sau not. 
NOTE: Objection to first-redirect question is understood as 
interposed to ea ch subsequent one. 

/ 
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C E R T I F I C A T E. -----------
a Notary Public, and 

I, C. A. Strain,/the Commissioner named in the 

attached agreelaent between Counsel, do hereby certify that in 

"" a certain cause pending in said Court, wherein Maggie Roberts 

is the Complainant, and Buchmann Abstract & Investment Company 

is the Respondent, under and by virtue of the power conferred 

upon 1ne by said agreement between Counsel, I caused the said 

· George T. Rosson, who is known to me and who is knovm to me 

j to be the identical witness named in the attached agreement 

between Counsel, to come before me at the time and place 

' hereinafter named, that is to say, I caused the said George 

T. Rosson to come before me at his residence, at No. 1003 

Palmetto Street, in the City of Mobile, Alabama, at three 

o'clock in the afternoon of June 14, 19.21; that said witness 

was first duly sworn by me as stated; that he was then examined 

by E. G. Rickarby, ~sq., Attorney for the Complainant, and 

I cross-examined by s. C. Jenkins, Esq., Attorney for the Res· 

pondent, and testified in response thereto as it is herein 

. I above written; that his testimony was by me reduced to writing 

as given by him and a s near as might be in the identical 

language of the said witness. 

I further certify that I am not of Counsel or of kin 

I to any of the parties to the cause and am not in anywise 

interested in the result thereof. 

Witness my hand this the 15th day of June, A.D., 1921. 

Notary Public. 
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DIRECT IONS F OR E XAMIN AT IO N OF W ITNESSES UPON I NTERROGATORIES. 

I. If the lime and place of executing the Commission arc uamcd therein, or in a notice appended thereto, the testimony must 
be taken at the time and place desig-nated: if no time and place arc des ignated, the Commissioners will call the witness before them 
at s uch t ime and p lace a s they may appoint, and administer to him an oath to speak the trut h. the whole truth . and nothing but the 
tru th. iu an~wt•r to the int nrn{!atories to he propounded to him. The tinw and pla re of exnmining witne~ses should he s tated in the 
··apt ion 0f the tlt-pnsit ion. 

Th,· eapt i .. n and rl,·p.>sit intt shnultl lw .t ~ fnll 011 s : 

Tilt·: ST\'1'1-: ClF . \L\ 1:\\t \, 

..... Cuunty. 

Deposition of Richard Howe, a witness sworn (or affirmed, ns tlt c ca~e may be) on thc .................... day o£.. ............................. .19 ........ , 

at.. .................................................. in said State and County, under a nd by ,·irtue of a commission issued out of the ........................................... . 

Court of.. ........ :··············· ································· ... in a ce rtain cause therein pcndin cr between James jones, the p laint iff (or complainant) . 
and Samuel 1 o_ung. defendan t (or respondent ) . T he said Hichard J lowe. being fi rs t duly s wo rn to speak the tru th, the whole 
truth, and nothtng but the truth , doth depose and say a s follows: 

'l'o the first interrogatory he sa ith : tl !ere write the answer of the witness as nearly as mar be in the lang uage of the wit-
ness, using the fi rs t person where he uses it). ~ _ 

J'o th~.sccond direct in terrogatory he saith: ('Vrite the answer to thi s in terrogatory, and a ll others, as directed above) . 
If there arc cross or rebut t ing interrogatories, go throug h with them tn the same manner, thus: 
To the first cross inte r rogatory he saith, e tc. 
To the second cross interrogatory he saith, etc. 
To the firs t rebutting interrogatory he saith, etc. 
;..rc ither party s ltoul<l be permitted to put to the witness, during his examination, any Yerbal qu~s tion or sugg·es tion; and if 

a nything of the kind is done by either party, the Commiss ioner s hould write it down in the depos ition just as it occurred. 
T he testimony may he written down by any one or more of the Commiss ioners, by the witness h imself, o r by any disinterested 

third party in the presence o f the Commissioners, and be read O\'Cr to the witness if he desire it, and mu st be subscribed by him. 
3. The Commissioner s must then add their certificate, as follo ws : 
\\'c, {or I, if on ly one acts) , the unde rsigned, Commiss ioners in said commission named, hereby certify that we arc no t of 

counsel or of kin to any of the parties to this cause, nor in a ny manner interested in the result thereof; t hat we a rc personally 
acquainted with said witness, J---K---, and know him to be the identical person named in said commission (or have had proof 
made before us of the personal identity o f the witness, and that he is the ide nti cal person named in said commission); that he was 
sworn and examined as abo,·c s tated: and that hi s cddencc was taken down, as ncar as might be, in hi s own language, and was sub-

sct·ihcd by him 
I L. S.l 
LL. S. j 

in our pres ence on thc ............................ day of.. .............................................. l 9 ............ , al the place above s tated. 
E. F. 
G. H. 

Commissioners. 
them that he is the If the Commiss ioners arc not personally acquainted with the witness, they must have proof made before 

identical person named in 1 he commissio n, and so certify. 
l f the witness c la ims for h is attendance, the Commiss ioners s ho uld stat<' in their certi fica te the number of miles traveled, tht• 
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( 
:'II a iled the ................................................ clay oi. __ ... .......................................................... 19 .......... .. 

E. F. 
G. H. AB 

YS. 

CD ( 
To (give name and style of Clerk, Register, or Judge of Probate, as the case may be), 

Depositions of J K and L :'ll ) ........................... County, Alabama. 

If sent by pri,·atc con ,·eyancc, should be e ndorsed: "Forwarded by R .\, the ............................ day of.. ..................................... .l9 ......... .. 
'l'hc package must be delivered to the ofTtcer to whom it is directed. The person bringin~ t he depositio n will be required to take an 
oath that it has not bee n opened or altered s ince he received it. 

The Commissio ner must r eturn the commiss ion. 
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' ~~ ~sgjd Register, hereby certify that the foregoing 

testimony was taken down in writing by ........ ~------ --· .... ·······------· ··············-------------------·--·-------------···········-·-----

in the words of the witness, and were read over to .. ~ ... , that th/ assented, swore to and subscribed 

the same in my presence, the ... -~ .. day of .~- ------------ ············· ............... , 19:;v, at ... ~ 

······· · ·---~---··· ······ ..... , Alabama; that I have personal knowledge of, or had proof made befor€ me 

of the identity of the witness, and that I am not of counsel or of kin to any of the parties t o said cause, or in 

any manner interested in the result thereof. 

And I enclose the deposition, together with the IntelTogatories, Direct and Cross, and the documents which 

were deposed to, in an envelope properly endorsed and sealed and placed the same on file in my office. 

Given under my hand and seal this the ... ;L 6 ~ ... day of . -~-----·-· ........... ...... , 19 ... ?.:-/ 

····---4-- ......... ...................... ,~r. 
WITNESS FEES.~-u--;~~~ ........... ---_..._ 

I hereby certify that the following named witnesses are entitled to the amounts stated below: 

.................... f .. ;;; · ··· ~:<::.- -""" ............................. days' attendance at $1.50 per day ........... $/ .... ~ ... 

........... ....... Q ·---~~---······ ..... .................. ... . .......... days' attendance at $1.50 per day ............ $ .. ./.: ....... . 

.................... ... . ................................ ........................................ days' attendance at $1.50 per day ..... - ....... $ ............... . 

··· ···· ·· ···-~-~--~-: ... -~-- days: attendance at $1.50 per day .............. $ .............. . 

-······· · -~------- ..... ~?;------ .......... days attendance at $1.50 per day _________ $ ... ........... . 

··-- -~----.±:4.,-t---~, ... 6... ... ~- --:-:-:. ........ days' attendance at $1.50 per day ____ ...... $ ............. . 

... :t;~-1-----~---~---~-- -· .................. days' attendance at $1.50 per day ________ . . $ ............ . 

........................................................................ ................... ...... . .. days' at tendance at $1.50 per day ________ . $ 

........................................................................................................ days' attendance at $1.50 per day ____ ....... $ ............ ~--

........................................................................................................ days' attendance a t $1.50 per day ________ __ $ ............... . 

............................................................................................ . ........... days' attendance at $1.50 per day __________ .$ ............... . 

II .......................................................................... ............ ... . . ........ days' attnedance at $1.50 per day ___________ $ ............... . 

REGISTER'S FEES . 

.................. . ... days at $1.50 per day $ .. ·········· 

........................ words at 20 cents per hundred ..... . ..... . $ .. ·······-···· 
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MAGGIE ROBERTs. 
Complainant. 

vs 
BUCHMANN ABSTRACT &: IN• 
V~STMENT COMPANY • 

Respondent • 

No. 251. 

IN EQ,UIJX)!' 

IN TEE CIRCUIT COURt' OF 
BALDWIN COUNTY,ALA. 

T:Hll D:il?OSITION OF MRS. MAGGill ROBERTS. A WITNESS FOR THE CW 
PAIN ANI' IN THE ABOW STYLED CASE. 

The said witness, havini been first sworn to tell the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth. upon examination by 
me upon the attached interrogatories and c~oss-interrogator1ee, 
testifies as follows: 

TO THE FIRST INTERROGATORY SHE SAYS: lty name 1a Maggie Roberts, 
my age fifty-one years and I reside at #8920 Exchange Avenue, 
south Ch1cago1 Ill. I am complainant 1n thls suite 

2nd Inty: I am the daughter of t he Jate Mrs Mary James\ who 
for.merly owned_the wt of the NEt and the~ of the N\Vt of ~ection 21, 
Tp.6 s.R.4 E. in Baldwin county. Alabama~I· lived on this l.and 

l and am the present owner.) ./ 

!rd Inty: MY mother lived on thi s land for a number of years 
and until her death in 1905. Her husband died before she did. 

4th Inty: I was living on this land in 1905 but after my mother's 
death I did not remain much longer but went to Chicago where I have 
since resided. I left t he land ln Mr. Cooney's charge to look after 
in a general way. I let one of my neighbors far.m a part of it a year 
a f ter I left. 

5th Inty: In 1906 this land was at ill aeaeseed to my mother. 
Mre. Ma,.y Jame a, but the bill wa" sent to me in Chi oago and I paid it 
in February of 1907. 

6th Inty: After my mother's death I pat,~ the tapces on this land 
for aeveral years, through 1~09, perhaps longer. 

7th Inty: ltr mother. and I after her death. paid taaee on this 
land from 1904 and before through 1909, posRibly 1910. This ~ncluded 
the taxes for 1906 which fell due on october f ir~t of that year . 
In 1908 there were no other lands a~sessed to Mrs.James other than 
these de~cribed -above and which was our home; Later on th1~ Jand was 
a~l3eaaed to me and taxes on it paid with a small piece that I owned 
already. This was included in roy tax bill for 1909 for which I have 
receipt now 1n my l awyers ' r.ands 

8th In~Y.J, Aa I have already stated I paid all taxes on the 
land inquired about for 1905.1906 in th~name of MY mother who 
owned no other land in Baldwin county. I also paid on other land 
that wal3 assessed to me. I had previous y bought a small tract 

\ not f ar from my mother• a but that stood in my name ~ I do not now 
remember whether t he 160 of roy mothers was assedeed in my name in 
1907 or not or i n 1908 a s I have not the tax bills before me. but 
it wa~ a~aessed to me a nd pa id by me for 1909 witb my other lan~ 

/ 



-2-

9th Inty: When I paid the 1906 taxes on this land I 
wa~ living in Chicago. I received the tax bill through the 
mail in either January or February 1907 and returned the bill 
with the cash to pay it in a letter addressed to Mr. Cooper, 
Tax Collector, Bay Minette, Ala. This payment wae made in the 
latter part of January or first part of February and shortly 
after I received the bill. 

lOth Inty: As I stated before, I encloaed the tax bill I 
recelved in ~he latter with the money, and ln a sh~rt time 
received the bill back by mail signed "H.H. Cooper" ~\'hi ch. was 
the s~e name that had been signed to several prev oue receipts. ) 

11th Inty: I kept this receipt with my other papers for 
several years b~t in 1918 when Mr~ Cooney wrote me that my 
land had been sold for failure to pay 1906 taxes I sent it 
to h~/to uee in atr~ightening out the m~tter. ~He turned it 
over tb.1the lawyers)...he had engaged for III an'd they)aent it to 
me in 1919 to be attached to the deposit on that I made then. 
\~en it came back to me it was in the same condition that it 
was when I got 1t back from the tax office and is in the same 
condition now except that 1t bas been folded eo much it 1e 
creased. The stain in it is due to it having been in a box 
in my attic which leaked and got my papers wet. It has been in 
the possession of either myself,Mr. Cooney and my lawyers . ever 
since I received it • 

12th tnty: I have handed the receipt I am speaking of to 
u r. BUrke, the Commissioner, to be marked "Exhibit B" and attached 
to this deposition • 

• 

j/ 



uROSS•IMTERROGATORIES. 

CORSS•INTY 1: I waa examined in this case before in 1919 

and gave my evidence beofe Mr. Burke as Commissioner. I 

remember what I testified to him. 

CROSS•INTY: 2; I stated then that I left Alabama in 

1906 end have not been back there since. 

CROSS•INTY: 3:I do not remember having seen Lr. cooper. 

former Tax Collector. much less having seen him aign his mame. 

CROSS•INTY: 4: I do not ~emember having been 1n Mr. Cooper's 

office or having talked with nis eons; nor do I knovr tne names 

of any of his clerks or men in his office. I do not know who 

signed the ~ eceipt for the 190 6 taxes- only that I received this 

bill in the ea~ly part of 1907 and sent it back to Bay Minette with 

the money and in ~eturn received the paper receipted a~ it is now. 

I have no imfor.mation about the situation in the tax office that · 

would effect my test 1mony 1n t hie case. 

CROSS•INTY: 5: The 'husband of Urs. :Marjt James was my father 

and Ellen Mo-rrie and :Mary Buell are my sisters. ¥Y mother died 

1n ~ 6 .-# of19 /!!r. 

. ~SS•INTY: 6: I did not eithe~ fail or refuse to pay 

taxes on the property for aeveral yea~s after 1906- just how long 

I do not remember. I stopped paying after the property was 

1n litigation. The tax ~eoeipta for subsequent yea~9 a~e in the 

hands of my lawyer~ in Mobil~. who can and willproduoe th~ if 

necce9sa~y. I sent them to Mr. Coomey, my agent • and I under-

stand he turned them ove~ to the lawyers. I do not know anytn1ng 1 

of my own knowledge. about "being al.Lowed11any r efund of taxes 

paid by me". 

CROSS•INTY: ?: As I previously 9tated. I have been 

away from alabama e1noe 190e. 

CROSSiiNTY: 8: I do not know anything more about tax 

reoeipt marked "~hibit B" now then I did at the firste I di4 

not receive paper in question until the ea~ly part of 190?. and 

soon after its receipt sent 1t back with the money to the Tax 



---
Collector at Bay Minett.e, a9 I have teat if ied before. \Vb.en 1 t c!iUIIe 

back it wa~ in condition it is now as far a9 writing is concerned. 

only then it was fresh ahd clean and not torn and ~tained. The stain 

happened while it was in Mr. Cooneyta pos~ess1on. It was dated 

1906 at that time, and if I noticed it at all 1t was only 

to think that whoever ~igned it put the wrong year ae people 

frequently do in the early part of tbs year until they have become 

accustomed to the change in date. NoboQy baa suggested ti ne the 

date when I received that paper or made any other ~uggeation, aa this 

is a simple question of facts of which I know more than anybody 

else. I know as mu ch about it now a9 I ever did. MY answere are 

the same now a~ before and there is nor one in Chicago or any where 

el9e telling me what to testify. I know very little about the 

details of thie matter except that I paid the tames on my place 

1n Baldwin County regularly for a number of years both before 

and after my mother'9 death. '..L.' he Tax Collector wo ... ' ld send me a 

bill 1n th.e early pal't of. the year and l would promptly send him 

money and get receipt baCk in due course of mail. I paid 1906 

taxes ju~t as I did before and since and dld not know that any

thing was WTong for a number of years thereafter. After I found 

8omeona e1ae was trying to claim 11J3 land. Mr • Cooney • rrzy agent • 

wrote me for my tax receipts and I mailed them to htm. I have 

no paper suggesting anything to me except one letter from the 

tax office relative to the 1905 taxes, which I marked "Exhibit C" -- ......__ 
and attached as showing that I was careful .~ ~~receipts$ The 

othe~ receipts are in Baldwin County. 

CROSS•INTY: 9: When I left Baldwin County it was to go 

to Chicago, an1 I left my p~operty in Baldwin in the hands of 

Mr. P. Jc Conney to look after and he has reported to me regularly 

a oout the matter ever since and hae been in poeeession of s~e 

in my name. 

CROSS•Il~Y: +O: ! do not know po~itively when the tax 

year begins and when it ends bUt presume that it runs with the 

cal4ndar. I know that taxes for any year tal~ due about Oct.let. 

of that year and I generally got bill from Tax Collector 9oon after 

~ 



the fxst of year following. as ie shown by my receipts. I 

have not been WTitten to and po~ted as to what to testify to 

by anyone. and what I nave here wtated 113 of my own knowledge. 

MY Attorneys have not said or writ~en to me anything to make 

me thi~ different answere~ are expected from what I testified 

to before. MY recollection to clear on all matters I have 

testified to in thie and I do not need anyone to tell me anything 

else. ~or instance - I know that I received the receipt ~arked 

"Exhibit B" in the early p art of 190? because I kept my receipts 

together and this wa~ in pro~r order between those of 1905 

and 190?. 

CROSS•INT¥: ll; I do not now remember whether or not 

I paid taxes for 1910 and su of.lequent years. XL know that after 

awhile the bill~ stopped coming and then I learned that the 

pro~erty wa~ in litigation. Ae I eai n before. all receipts I 

have are in the hand~· of my lawyers. 

ClmT IFICATE. 
I. Squire s. Eurke. CQmmi~sioner named in the foregoing 

commia~ion. l e~ued out of t he Circuit Court of Baldwin County,Ala •• 
1n a case tnere1n pending whereln Maggie Robert~ is Complainant 
a~d the &chmann Abstract & Investment Company is Defendant, 
do hereby certify that under and by birtue of power oomferred 
upon me by said commission. I caused the said Maggie Robe~ts 
to come before at my office #9233 Commercial Avenue. Chicago.Ill •• 
on June 21. 1921. she being the witness named in the ~aid commieeio~. 
and who,being first duly sworn, testified in resp§nse thereto as 
it 1s hereinabove written; that her teet~ony •qs by me reduced 
to writing as given by her and ae near as might be the ldentical 
language ofe~Jd witness. and that after her teatimony aad been 
reduded to writing, it was by me read over to the said witness 
who a9sentedto and ~igned the same in my p~esence. 

I fu~ther certify tbat I am not of counsel or of kin to any 
of the part1ee to the cauae and am not 1n anyw~se 1nte~eeted in 
the reeuJt thereof. 

WITNESS my 'hand and seal as 
June 1921. 

Commi~sioner th1e 2,; J~ay of 
(d;t 
~,;! ();mk (DAL) 

)f Commissioner. 
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Mao-n-ie Rulierts 

Compla.in:mt . 
va 

. 
\ 

no 251 -~ 
) 

) 

Bu~hrnan Abstr~ot &) 
I n the Circuit Court of Bala~in County 

) 
Inve s t ment Company • 

In Equity • 

Comes no 1 the r~spo11dent ,._.u. c r oss- C017ipla. ina1lt an c~ now objects .<1nd moves 
' 1n evid.ence against the following documentary evi:tence proposed to be ofiered"by the ' 

complainant in her note of eviaenoe 

It Objeota~nd moves to exclude the certHiea copy of patent to Simon -" 
Jjrewton to lands involved in this 

cause 1st Because sa1a certi!'ied copy 
was not filed in the time limited by the 

by the complainant in this cause 2nd BecAuse the responden t anct cross com 

plainant did not have legal notice from the complainant of the offering ~ 

court for the taking of evidene 

said certi!ied patent in evidence ~ 

Q3 lt Objects to and moves to exclude the certified copy of deed of Simon -
/ 

Brewton an1 wife to Ray Brewton let because said copy was not filed in 

the time limited by the court for the taking of evidence by the complain

ant in thi s cause 2nd because the copy fail s to show that the deed was ~ 
~~ 

ecuted suffici ently or proved sufficiently in order to admiss ible 3rd 

Because the copy does not show the deed to have passed title to the lands 

here concerne@ to Ray Brewton 4th Because it is irrelevant; 5th because 

it is immaterial 6th because the respondent .and cross complainant did not 

have legal notice from the complainant o!' the offering of s a id oerti:tied 

COpy • ~ \\ 

t. 
1 

1 t objects to a uu. moves to exclude the certified cepv of deed of Ray -

Brewton and wife to Thomas s James:- let because said copy was not file 

in the time limieed by the court for the taking of evidence by the complain 

ant; 2nd because it f a.ils to show thet Ray Brewton owned the land concerned 

3rd because there is no evidence th~ t Ray Brewton WP.s in the posaeesion ~ 

the land gr any of it 4th because the cepy is irrelevant 5th because said 

iJ 
copy is immaterial.6th because lega.:: notice of its int_·oduction wa.s not given 
It objects to and moves to exclude the deed on file of Ellen Morris to 

Complainant Maggie Roberta :- let because said deed w~s made after complain 
a:gt had fl~ed her bill in this cause a.nd while the suit was pertding 2nd -

ecause does ~ot appear that Ellen Morrris owned the land or any p~tof 
it concerned 1n this c~use 3ra, because it does not appear that ~llen Mar~s 

was in pos ee<=> sion of this lend attempted to be conveyea.. by said deed 4th 

~ecause it is irrelevant 5th because 1 t is in1ruaterial 6th because legal 

notice was ~ot given by the complain~ to the respondent and cross complain-

ant of the introduct ion or offering in evidence of said deed. 

v 
•A 
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It objec to and moves --to exclude the de~d on file of Mary Duell ~-·~ 

John P. Duell to Maggie Roberts j- let because seid deed was made afta: 

complainant had filed her bill in this c auee and while the suit was -

pending 2nd because it does not appesr that Mary Duell and John P Duell

owned the land or any part of it concerned in this cause 3rd because 1~ 

does not appear that John P Duell and Mary Duell were in possession of 

this le.nd attempted to be conveyed by said deed 4th because it is irrel

evant 5th because it is i~ateriel 6th because legal notice was not given 

by the complainant to the respondent and cross complain~nt of the introduc 

tion or offering in evidence of said deed. 7th because said de·· d was rot 

filed in the time limit e fixed by the court for the evidence to be offerc 

by the complainant in this cause. 

~ lt ob jeots to and moves to exclude the certified copy of the will of Thomas 
~1, 

s. James - let because it does not appear to have been jurisdictionally~ 

J probated 2nd, because said cepy was not on file and filed within the tim~ 

lin:its fixed by the court for the off· ering of evidence by the complainant in 

this cause 3rd it is irrelevant 4th it.e ie inm'laterial 5th because it does not 

appear by competent evidence that Thos. s. James owned the land conoern«tl 

herein covered by said instrument purporting to be his will. 6th because

legal notice was not g iven to the respondent and c ross complainant· by ~e 

complainant of the introduction or offering in evide-nce of said copy • 
· t objects to and moves to exclude the certified copy of Tract Book Entry 

United States to Simon Brewton; let because said copy was not filed in te 

time limits fixed by the court for the offering of evidence by the complain 

ant in this cause 2nd because legal notice was not given to the respondem 

an~. cross complainant of the introduction of said copy in evidence by tle 

Gomplainant 3rd. it is not evidence of title in Simon Brewton or in any 

one 4th because it is irrelevant 5th because it is im~aterial • 

1t objects to and moves to exclude the ~official receipt for taxes for year 

l9o4; -1st because it w?s not filed in the time limite fixed by the court to 

the compla,inent in which to of f er her evidence in this cause 2nd because -

legal notice was not g iven the respondent and c ross complainint by the ca u.

plainant of the intro~duction of said receipt in evidence 3rd because it is 

irrelevant 4th because it is immate r ial, not being a receipt for th year~aoc 

1906 . lt objects to and moves to exclude the official tax receipt ~or_taxee 
f or the year 19o8:- let because it was not filed in evi~ence w1th1n the 
time limits fixed by the court in this cause for the taking of evidence 
2nd. Because legal notice wa s not e iven to the respondent and cross o~ 
plainant of the introduction or offering in evidence of said receipt 3rd 
because it is irrelevant 4th because for l9o8 or any other years than l9o6 

ie immaterial • 
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1t objects to and moves to exclude certified copy of assessments 

of Mary James for year 1~5 and l9o6 .- let because it was not filed 

in the time limits fixed by the court for the introduction of evid7nce 

to the complainaant 2nd because legal notice was not g iv ·n to the reeponden 
c. t' tl..cxf 

, and cross complainant of the introduction1 ~f said aasesments for said years 

~ 3rd 'Cecause they 
to the yaar l9o6 • ....___ 

1t objects to and 

are irrelevant~~ because they are i~aterial exceptas 

moves to exclude , the Official Tax Receipt Book for lb7 

!or Baldvtin County: let because it was not on file in the time limuted by 

the court in this cause for the introduction of ev idence 2nd because leg& 

notice was not g iven to the responaPnt and cros s complainant of the intro

duction or filing of said book in evidence 3rd because the offer or off~ 

ing in evidence of said book does not designate what if any pages of th~ 

book containing something like(loo bne hundred pages or what part of the

book is offered and very much of it is immaterial and irrelevant to the

issues in thiscause 4th because this book i s ~~shown by the evideno~ 
at 

so far as the evidence identifies it~ll, to be a part of the recorua ~ 

paluwin County, which cp~ be offered or received in evidence 4th because 

it is irrelevant 5th because it is in~aterial 6th because, if offered to 

compare handwritings, the p roper predic at e has not been l a id for that 

purpose; 7th because there io nothing in it by which to shed any light upon 

the question raised as to whether the receipt for t he year l9o6 atterr.pted 

to be ofi"ered in evidence is such a receipt. 8th because the receipts in 

said book show on their fece to have been written by more than one persm 

ana for that reason are not in the s ame handwritings 9th because said r~-

ceipts in said book appear not to be originals but carpons and the abaeua 
of the original receipt is not accounted for as the best evidence of the 
handwritings ~h~reon loth because said book i s not such a record as is k~ 
by any of ficer or isphown to be officially kept.llthbecause seid book con
tains extranecue writings which have not hereto:rore been offered in evi-
dence .12th because it is incompetent in order to ins t it~te comparison of 

signatures to introduce extraneous writings not heretofrere introduced s 
Svic.ence in the case 13th because if saia book is oftered as a standard 
:ror comparison t he standard itself has not been suffi c iently i dentified 

as such by any predicate laid heretot·ore for its introduction as eviden~ 
or by any evLenoe offered with it • 
It objects to and moves to exclude the letter of H. H. CoOper, Tax Co~ 
ector to compla i namt, dated May?ll9o6and ~ched to Mrs Roberta depositim 
let beca.use it was not filed in the time limletd by the court to the com
pleinant for the introduction of evidenoe~2nd because legal notice was n~ 
given by the compleinant to the respondent and cross complainant of the -
Introduction of the sem e in evidence 3rd because it has not be n proved 

4th because it does not p~port to be signed in the same or a similar hsd
writing as that on the so called tax receipt for the year 19o6 4th becau~ 
it does nor purport to show that the taxes for the yearOtax yee r) 19o6 wre 

p9id or a receint giYeD fgr them, prior to the sale of the land for non
payment ol taxes Tor l~oo; th becau~e this letter if written by one of 
-uhe sons of a.n..:t agent a of t hl former tax collector has not be ··n i denti:Uai 
as such and no opportuni ty o cross examine as to this has been had 
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·-- --6th because beirg dated May 21st, 19o6 it shows on its face to have been 

inreference to taxes for the prvious yea~ or a receipt for l9o5, as the 

taxes for the year 19o6 would not be due until October ¢19o6 ;it is mere 

ly a statement acknowinging a money order for some money not stating how 

much,without showing what it was for, and showing he had mailed her are 

ceipt for it and is entire ly irrelevant and im~aterial to any issues in 

this cause. 7th because this letter does not show or purport to show that 

it referred to the taxes for t he year 19o6 8th because it is irrelevant 

9th because it is immaterial. 

lt objects to and moves to exclude the"certitied copy of complaint in 

suit of BalQ~in County ve H. H. r,Ooper as principal anQ the United States 

Fidelity & Guaranty Company, as sureties, in BAlcwin C~rcuit Court " 

le t because this was not filed in the time limited by the court for the 
c9m 

introduction of evidence by thejplainamt in this cause, 2nd because legal 

notice was not given by the complainant to the respon ~ ent and cross com 

plainatt of the introduction i n evidence of the same 3rd because it 

as no probative force sufficient to show tha.t the taxes for 19o6 were pan 

or that the tax collector violated hie duty as such concerning those tax~ 

and the sale for the nonpayment thereof 4th because it is immaterial 

It objects to and moves to exclude the"certified copy of judgment renderec 

in the Circuit Court of Baldwin County in f f:I VOr of the state of Alabama 

and against H. H. CoOper and the IDnited States Fidelity & Guaranty Compa. 

ny as surety, upon his official bond as tax collectorn;- let because this 

was not filed in the time limited by the court in this cause for the takine 

of testimony by the complainant 2nd because legal notice was not g iven w 
re EpOnd.ent and erose compla.inant of the offering of the same in evidence 

~ 3rd because this has no probative ferae sufficient to show that the taxes 

for 19o6 were paid. for that year or that the collector violated hie duty 

a.s such concerning the taxes and the sale for the nonpayn:snt therof 4th 

because it is irrelevant 5th because it is i~aterial. 

l:) 
1 

It objeote to and movee to exclude • the certif ied copy of Indictment foud 

in the Circuit court of Balc~win County against H. H. Cooper: let because 

this was not filed in the time limite fixed by t he court in this cause for 

the introduction of evidence 2nd because legal notice wee not g iven by tB 

complainant of the offering in evidence of the same to the respondent and 

the erose complainant 3rd because it is not probative evidence eufficien1 

to show that the taxes for the year 19o6 were paid for that year or that 

the collector violated hie duty as such concerning those taxes or the ~• 
sale for the nonpayment thereof 4th because it is merlexparte proceedings 
and ~here is no evidencethat s a id 6oope r was convicted of the charge e 
aga1net him made in e&id indictment or indictments preferred • 



-It objects to and moves t o exclude " the certified copy of judgment 

renaered in the Circuit Court o! Baldwin County aga inst H. H. cooper and 

the United States Fidelity and Guaranty Company as surety upon his offi-

cial bond as tax collector" let bec f' uee it wa s not filed as evidence in Ji 
cause 

the time limited by the court in this~e for the introduction of evidence 

2nd because legal notice was not given to the rep sondent an_ croeecompl~ 

a~t by the complainant of the introduction of the same in evidence 

3rd. because it has no probative force sufficient to show that the taxes

tor 19oo were paid for that year or that the collector violated hie duty a as 

such concerning those taxes or as to the nonpayment thereof 4th because ~ 

is irrelevant 5th because it is imrraterial • 

Q.; It objects to and moves to exclude " certi!"ied copy of complaint in the

suit of State of Alabama vs H. H. Cooper as principal and the United Sltea 

Fidelity & Guaranty Co mpany as surety, upon his official bomd ": - let 

Because it was not filed in the time limited by the court in this cause ir 

the taking of testimony 2nd because legal notice was given by the complah -any to the respondent and e rose complainant of the introduction of the • . . 
same in_ evidence 3rd because it has no probative foree auf! icilent to ahov 

A.-

that the taxes for year 19o6 were paid or that the tax collector v~lated 

hie duty as such concerning those taxes and tha~· he did so as to the ~e 

for the nonpayment therof 4th be e it is immat e rial 5th because it ~ 

irrelevant 

~ , lt objects to and moves to excludee~ ·actly as the same has been offered 

\I~ each document for evidence purposes by complainant after the time limited 

by the court for the submission of evidence in this cause !ixed by the -

Court in its order of May 25th, J.92l:-A.becauae these documents cannot nOt' 

be gotten in evddence under rule 64 of chancery practice which conve~e -

proof at the hearing of exhibits and documentary evidence : B there can 

be no occaasion for submitting "ora at the hearing, as by the ·rule as fix

ed by the court,the whole cause with all the papers in the case was to ~ 

sent to the judge to be decided by him in vacation, the evidence to oo 

taken within certain limit e harned by the court in its said order of May 25tt 

1921. These proposed filings of documentary eviaence come too late, being 

aft er the time so limited by the court fo r t he taking of t est~ony in the 
~ ~ 

cause • 

;t:-
vre this Li.' day of 

Hl2 l acknowledge 
the above stated 

rkk- j:. /h l ~ 
____ <? __ ~~~-~------------

Solicitors 

Au~ust , Complainant 
service of a copy of 
motion and motions 

f or the ijesponaent and Crose 



Maggie Roberts, I IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
I 

Complainant. I 
I MOB ILF., .ALABAMA. 

ve. I 
I 
I 

Buchmann Abstract & Investment Co., I 
I 

IN EQUITY. 

Respondents. I 

Personally appeared before me, 0. F. Met.z, 

CommisBioner aprAinted to take the deposition of F. J. Buchmann, 

witness for the respondents in the above entitled oause, F. J. 

Buchmann, who being by me first duly sworn to speak the truth, 

the whole truth, and nothing but tile truth, deposes and says:-

Olt' 

My name is F. J. Buchmann. I am forty (40) years 

old. I live in Cullman, Alabama, and I am president and Manager 

of the Buchmann Abstract & Investment Company and have been ever 

since the year 1904. The respondents. Buchmann Abs-tract & Investment 

Company, purchased the land in question, described as follows:-

The West half of the Northeast Fourth and the East half of the 

NOrthwest fourth of ~ection Twenty-One (21), Township Six (6), 

South of Range Four (4), East, being 160 acre tract, known as the 

James tract, in Baldwin County, Alabama, 

the taxes on said land siaee that ti~~ 
"" this land and there was no one in actual 

at a tax sale ~nd have paid 

In June 1910 I looked over 

pos session, it being partly 

cleared and an old house on it but no one living on it, and none of -it was in cultivation. [ I saw one W. F. Rcgere, a neighbor, ard 

informed him that this land, which joined him, was owned by the 

Buchnmnn Absctract & Investment Compahy ani asked him to look after 
. "'< - r this land for them as agent, which he agreed to do; and a gain two _... 

yea rs later, 1912, I made anothe r trip to Robertsdale, Baldwin County, 

Alabaua and went to see this land and there was still no one in 

possession, and none of it was in cultivation; and~ made a contract 

with the said W. F. Rcgere in June, 1912, which contract is hereto 

attached marked "Exhibit A", the same having been afte1wards reduced 
......... 

~~ writjng and da ted July loth, 1912:J ~hie nan Rogers put up the 

ts and one wire around the fence as shown by a latter attached 

:rete marked "Exhibit B". He pastured it some as shown by l e t t er 

Mtt ached marked "Exhibit c•:J 



(;his letter shows that he had cut the cypress posts off this land, 
L.... 

and that others were trespassing upon it and he stopped the~ The 

said company was the owner of said land at the time of the filing 

of this bill in the Chancery court and has been since its purchase 

at a tax sale in July, 1907,[and has paid the t~xes t~ereon and no 

one has eTer disturbed its ownership or possession~ Respondents 

did purchase under a tax sale made by the Tax ColJector of Baldwin 

County, Alabama on the Sth day of July, 1907 for the year 1906, the 

said real estate in question, and received a certificate of purchAse 

from the Tax ColJector dated said day, and thereafter turned in said 

certificate to the probate Judge of Baldwin County, Alabama and the 

said Judge of Probate executed a deed to respondent for said land, 

[ and under said deed respondents have held said land up to the time 

of the filing of this su~ wi thc·ut anyone interfering or claiming to own -said land. Respondent claims and owns said lar.d,Lput up a notice 

with the numbersc of the sarre printed thereon, directed to trespassers, ( 

J and appointed an agent, who lived adjoining the land, to e~ercise 
such acts of ownership as shown by the letters of said Rogers as the 

character of the land admitted of, the house being old and dilapidated 
___, 

and could not be rented to anyone. ; On my visit in .June, 191~. , I 

examined the tax records of Baldwin County, Alabama and found that no 

one was as sessing or claiming this land except the respondent. 

s~orn and subscribed to before me this the 15th day of August, 191?. 



.......... 



/I 

r 







STATE OF ALABAMA. ) 
) 

CULLMAN COUNTY. ) 

I, o. F. Metz, the commissioner appointed by 

the Register of the Chancery Court of Mobile, Alabama, to take 

the depositions of one F. J. Buchmann in the case of Maggie 

Roberts vs. Buchmann Abstract & Investment Company in said 

co~nission named, hereby certify that I am personally acquainted 

with the said witness, F. J. Buchmann, and know him to be the 

identical person named in said commission; that he was duly sworn 

by me ~o speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothirg but the 

truth, and examined as above stated, and that hie evidence was 

t&.ken down by ne, as near as might be, in hie own language, and 

was subscribed by him in my presence, on the 15th day of August, 

1917, at my office in Cullman, Cullman County, Alaba~. 

And I further ceDtify that I am neither of counsel 

nor of kin to any of the parties to this cause, nor in any way 

interested in the result thereof. 

Witness my hand and seal this the 15th day of 

August, 1917. 




