
.)_r 

• 

FREDDIE MAY JOHNSON, 
Comp~ainant. 

• • , . 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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CIRCUIT COURT, BALDWI.B COUNTY, 
.ALABAllA.. 

ABE JOHNSON, 
Defend&at. 

In Equ.ity. 

Comes Abe JohDSoa and ror answer to the complaint ia the 

aboTe styled cause files tnis as his answer and cross-b1~. 

The Defendant admits the allegations contained in para-

graph FIRST t &lld SECOND. 

The De~endant denies the allegations contained 1n para

graph THIRD and demand strict proof of same. 

The Defendant admits the allega~ions contained in para

graph FOURTH, except the ~ollowiag: That the defendant Abe 

Johnsoa 18 not a proper or fit persoa to care for, manage or 

have the custt~ or ooatol of the said female child; defenan't. 

demands strict proof as to this allegatiaa. 

For answer to the FIFTH paragraph of the bill of com

plaiDt defendant says: He denies that he is possessed of real 

or personal property and sta~es that his earning capacity is 

su.cn that he oan care for his wife and minor child, proTided 

they Will ~iYe with him in the home he has provided near his 

work; that he is not makiAg &D3 great amou.nt of money aa the 

fingers has been cu.t frow one of ais banda, bu.t that he is wi~l

iag and will gl.adl1 plaoe all he makes to provide and care for 

hie wife and minor child, if his wife •ill return, bringing ~h• 

child with her, and live with defendant. Defendant admits 

or states that i« tne complainant is possessed of any property 

real or personal he does not know it. Defendant states that 

he is now and has always been ready to provide tne complaiant 

and tneir minor onild with a home, care for, maintain, support 

&nQ eduoate them in the boat wa¥ possible considering khe amo~ 

of ~oaey earned by him; that he now desirea ana wishes his wife 

th• COJJlplainant in tnis cau.se to return and live with him. 

Il}JV~ Tne Defendanu furtner states tha~ he has not 

mistreated his Wife or child in any way and states the fact to 
~ .... 



; . ·- 7' - • t 
. .... 

that he is compelled to work out in ~he country and that his 

wife does not like this but desires to return to the city and 

live ad sae likes and not according to defendants earning capac

ity. De£endant s~ates that his wife has no means of support 

other tnaa by her labor and he admits as true tne statement 

that she is unavle to care for, maintaia, support ana educaLe 

the said minor child. The Dofendant is informed and bele1Yes 

aad on such information and beleif alleges the truth to be that 

the said Freddie May Johnsoa, has carried or ca~sed to be oar-

ried the said minor child out of the State oi Alabama and out 

of the jurisdiction of this court by taKing the s&id child in

to the State of Florida.x 

PRAYER FOR PROCESS. 

The premises considered, Defendant Abe JoADSoa, 

pryaa tnat tnis be taken as his oross bill and answer to the 

Original Bill of Cowp!aint filed in ~is cause, that such ordera 

and deor8e8 be made and issued as necessary to make the said 

Freddie May Johnsoa party respondent to this oross bill; that 

subpoenas issue in the regular and usual manner o:t this Honor

able ~ourt and that the said b'reddie i:Jay Joh.nsoa ,... be re

quired to answer, plead or demur to tnia cross bill and answer 

as provided by law or that same be forever confessed. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF. 

That Your Honor will cause the writ ot 1njunotioA 

to issue restraining the sa1~ Freddi• ¥a¥ Jonnson from proceed-

ing further. in this oause Wltil the· said minor ohil is brousht 
~d Test~ainiijg Qomplainant from keeping said onild out oZ the juris' 
1n thl Jurisdict1on o~ ~A~s oourt;1tnat a writ or neoeasarr or-

der be issued Keeping the said child wi~in tne ~urisdiotion of 
....<-

this Honorable Court u.ntil ta final hearing of thill oause, t 
~ 

That if Defendant, Abe Johnson, is mistaken in the 

relief prayed then your Honor Will grant unto ijim such other, 

diiferent and general relief aa he may in justice and equity 

be entitled. 
p A G E & 1ll 0 0 R E R. 

Solioi ton5 J.O.C de:x:enu.&nll • 



.H'OOT NOTE: 

The Complainant, Freddie Ma¥ Johaaon, ia required 

to answer ••ch and every paragraph of the foregoillg Complai.a.t 

on Croa.s Bill numbered "ONE" , b11t not u.nder oath, auwer 

ander oath being he~eby expressly waived. 

dtate of Alabama, 

Bal<iw1:a Co'Wlt¥• 

P A G E & 1i 0 0 R E R, 

Solicitors for Defendant. 

Before me, ~enry D. Moorer, a Nojar.y Public 

in and ~ar said County and State, personally appeared Abe 

JohAson, who, being by me first dilly and legally ewor.a doth 

depose and say: 

~nat the allegat1oms contained in the for•-

goiag cross bill and aaswer is true and correct. 

Dated at Bay Minette, Alabama, thia ~Y 
of ~ 1919. 

~~H::~ 
Subscribed and sworn to b~• this ~Z ( 

Day of ~ 1919. 



------------~-----------x 
FREDDI E MAY JOHNSON, 

C ompla inan t. 

-vs-

ABE JOHNSON, 
Defendant. 

---------------~--------x 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT-EQUITY SIDE •. 
STATE OF ALABAMA. 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

TO THE HONORABLE , THE CIRCUIT COURT-EQUITY SIDE, AHD THE HONORABLE 
A. E. G~.lliLE, JUDGE THEBEOF, IN EQUITY SITTING:-

Your Oratrix Freddie May Johnson exhibits this, her original 

bill of Complaint for divorce against Abe Johnson and respectfully 

represents and shows unto your Honor as follows; 

FIRST. 

That Your Oratrix and the defendant, Abe Johnson, are both 

over the age of t wen t y-one years, are "bona fide" residents of the 

State of Alabama, where they have resided for the past ten years or 

more. 
SECOND. 

That Your Oratrix and the defendant were married during the 

year 1906 on the 7th day of November and lived to-gether as man and 

wife until on to-wit; February 29th, 1918. 

THIRD. 

That on to-wit, February 29th, 1918, your Oratrix left the ho~ 

of the defendant which was at or near St apl eton , Baldv~n County, Ala., 

because of the cruel and inhuman conduc t and actions of the said d~ 

fendant; that the conduct of the defendant, Abe Johnson, was such 

tha t your Oratrix had reasonable apprehension of actual violence be

ing committed on her person , attended with danger to her life or 

health. 
FOURTH. 

That there has been born to your Oratrix and t he defendant by 

said marriage one female child named liattie Lucile Johnson. That 

said child is now in the custody of your Oratrix who is a proper and 

fit person to care for the said child; that the defendant Abe Johnron 

is not a proper or fit person to care for, manage or have the custody 

or control of the said female child. 
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FIFTH. 

That the defendant , Abe Johns on, is possessed of real and per

sonal property , your Oratrix is i nformed. His earning capacity is 

such that he is well and ampl y able to care for , maintain and sup

port your Oratrix dur ing the pendency of this suit , pay her reason

abl e attorneys fee for the bringing of the same, and to pay unto her 

a suitable amount as permanent ali mony. That your Oratrix is not 

possessed of any estate in her own r ight , either of real or person

al property , nor i s her earning capacity such as to ena.b:l e her to 

pay her attorneys for the bringing of this suit , nor maintai n her 

during the pendency of the same, nor support and maintain her here

after, nor care for, maintain, support and educate the said minor 

child Mattie Lucile Johns on. 

PRAYER FOR PROCESS. 

The premises considered , Oratrix prays that your Honor will 

cause to be issued out of this honorable court, according to the rules 

and practices thereof, a subpoena, causing the said defendant , Abe 

Johns on , to appear and plead, answer or demur, to this original bill 

of complaint within t he time required by law , or suffer the same to 

be confessed against him under the pains and penalties of this hon

orable court. That your Honor will order a reference to be held be

fore the Register in Chancery to enquire into the estate and earni rg 

capacity of the defendant and to ascertain an amount as alimony pen

dente lite, attorneys fees and permanent alimony , as will be suitalie 

to the condition in life of your Oratrix and their minor chil d, and 

as will be consi stent ,.,i th tee estate and earning capacity of the 

defendant. 

PRA~~ FOR RELIEF . 

That upon the hearing of the reference that Your Honor will 

grant unto your Oratrix a z~;table amount as alimony peddentelite, & 

attorneys fees ; 

That upon a final hearing of th js cause, that Your Honor will 

render, adjudge and decree that the bonds of matrimony heretofore 

existing between the defendant , Abe Johnson, and the Oratrix, Freddi. e 



Johnson, be forever dissolved and that your Oratrix will be again 

permitted to contract the marriage relation ; that your Honor will 

also decree and grant unto her a mlitable amoru1t as Rermanent ali

mony , suitable to her condition ih l ife and consistent with the 

estate and earning capacity of the defendant. And that Your Honor 

will grant unto her the custody, care, control and management of 

the minor child l.:Iattie Lucile Johnson. As in aut.,- bound she will 

ever pray. etc •• etc. , 

/ Solic1tors for complainant. 

FOOT NOTE:-

mhe defendant , Abe Johnson , is required to answer each 

and every paragraph of the foregoing bill of complaint fr om "FIRST 11 

to nFIFTH". both inclusive, but not under oa th, answer under oath 

being hereby expressly waived. 

Solicitors for Complainant. 

ns. 



8 587 SUMMONS- Or igipal. 

THE STATE OF AL_ABAMA, 
BALDWIN COU~TY. 

Baldwin T imes Print . 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALJ:?WIN COUNTY, 
IN EQUITY. 

To a ny Sheriff o f the State of Alaba ma--GREETING: 

Ab e Johnson WE COMMAND YOU, Tha t you summon ................................................................................................................... . 

o f ....... ..... :B.aldVi.ill ....................................... County, to be and a ppea r be fore the Judge o f the Circu it C ourt o f 

Ba ldwin County, exer cis ing Chancer y jurisd iction, within thir t y days a fter t he ter v ice o f Summon s, a nd ther e to 

ancwer, plea d or demur, wihout oat~, to a Bill of Complaint la t ely exhibited by ................................................................... . 

................................................................. F.r.e.ddi e ... ~-CJl .... J.ohn.s.on ................................................................................. . 

·············································································-···--················· ···············-······-··················· ··-················:·········· ················-·········. 

against sa id ......................... ............ ........................... ............................... ..................... ...... ....................................................... . 

............................................................................ AP.~----~g_@..S.9.~ ............................................................................................. . 

························::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1_ 
~ I 

and further to do a nd per form wha t said Judge sha ll order a nd dire ct in tha t behalf . And this the said D e fe ndant 

s ha ll in no wise omit, under penalty, etc. And we further comma nd t hat yo u return this writ w ith your en dorse ment 

ther eon, t o ou r sa id Cour t immedia tely upon the execu t ion t hereof. 

WIT NESS, T . W. Richer son, ~egister of taid Circu it Cou r t , this ..... ~-~~-~---······ ········· ·day of .. ........ AP.~!.~ ......... . 

....... .......... .. ... .................. 191 ... ~ .•.. 

Register. 

N. B .-Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the b ill upon applicat ion to the ~egister. 

1 
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Serve 

LX--r:~'-
~ on .. ....... .. ... . ........... . .. .... . .. .. .. ..... ..... . ......... ........ . 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, 

IN EQUITY. 

-...... ,. . ' 

No.l.ZO ....................... . 

SUMMONS. 

: ~. : .:·· ··- · -- --~-~-~~~~-~----M~Y. .... ~.O.~~-~-~- ~ --- ·---- ·-

vs . 

- -·-· · ··-·------ -- ----Al>.~ .. .. Jq_@ _S._9.!-l ............................... . 

" T~7·•··•••• • • ••••••• • ·· ·• · • ••••• •· ······· ·· ······· · ·· · •••···• •····· · · ·•·••········· 

stone and Stone. 

Solicitor for Compla inant. 

· R ecorded in Vol. . ............ ...... ....... Page .... ............... .. . 

... 

~ 
I 
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

~ BALDWIN COUNTY. 

Received in office this ....... .l.3.t.h ................. . 

of ......... k-.P.~J-~----- - - - ------------------ --- - ---- 191 .. ... ~. 

Sheriff. 

Defendant 

Sher iff 

I 


