
1l1AlfNY S~RRER ) 
Non compos etal ) 

Complainant. J 
) 

vs ) 
) 

IDA E. H.A.RTMAlif J 
etal J 

Respondant ) 
) 

@) 
NO 

IN E <-UITY 
IN ~HE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN 

vUUNTY, ALAB~. 

TO THE HONORABLE JOHN D. LEIGH, JUDGE OF SAID COURT : -

ffuereas, by a decree of this Court, made and 

entered in the above entitled cause on the 16th day of April 

1920, an order was made, directing the Register of this Q@urt 

to execute to Ort H. Ertzi nger , a full and proper deed, 

conveying to him the interests of all parties to this cause 

in the property described in the bill of complaint, for the sum 

of NUTE HUliiDRED and SIXTY DOLLARS; and 

Whereas I, the said Register, have executed 

such deed , conveying to Ort H. Ertzinger, 

all of the interests of the parties in and to the land aforesaid 

and have received therefore the sum of NINE HUNDRED and SIXTY DOL-

LARS, out of uhich I have paid Thirty Dollars for an abstract of 

the land, Thirty Three and .. 30/100 dollars, accraed taxes thereon 

~ and Fifty Six and 17/100 dollars as costs of court, a total of 

~109.47 leaving a balance of Eight Hundred, Fifty and 53/100 . 
Dollars, which is nov1 in the Registry of this Court, awaiting 

the further orders thereof; and 

Whereas said decree further contains an order 

directing t he Register of this Court to hold a reference for the 

purpose of ascertaining the r e ~pective interests of the several 

parties to the cause and the proportion to which each is entitled 

of the net amount realized from the sale of said l and , after the 

deduction of all reasonable costs and expenses; and 

Whereas, in accfordance v1i th :said order, a refer-

ence was held by me at my office in the town of Bay Minette1fl Ala-

, 



bama, on the 29~li ~ ~No~emberf, 1920, at ten O'clock A.M. 

of which said reference due notice had been given to the solicitors 

of the parties; and the cause having been submitted to me upon the 

allegationsof the bill and answer as to the segeral relationships~ 

I reached the conclusions, which I submit as follows: 

FIRST. That the fair valuation of the "idowfs dow-

er interest is one-sixth of the value of the lands; and that the re­

maining parties to the cause, whose relationship to the decedent, 

Louis A. Sherrer, are set out below. are entitled to share in the 

following proportions: 

Ida E. Hartman, a sister,------------1/6 
Lillian Coleman, a sister,-----------1/6 
Vitalis c. Newman, son of a de-

ceased sister-------------------1/6 
Rose Wolff , a sister-----------------1/6 
Eugene H. Sievert and Edwin A. Sie­

veEt, sons, and Clara Epping, 
daughter, of_a deceased sister, 
and Victor E~ping, a grandson 
of said sist~r, each 1/24, 
waking in all-----------------1/6 

That the net proceeds of the sale, after payment of 

all costs and expenses, and subject to the division aforesaid, is 

Eight Hundred, Fifty and 53/100 Dollars. 

SECOND· That the complaintant, Fanny Shereer, the 

widow of the original decedent, is non compos and that John B· Nixon 

is her guardRan; and that Victor Epping is a minor under ahe age of 

fourteen years, for whom no guardian has been appointed. 

There was no oral testimony introduced upon the 

reference~ same being submitted by counsel, upon the a~legation 

as to relationship contained in the bill and answer. 

All of which is respectfully submitted this the 

~9th, ~ ~f November9, A. D. 1920. 

~ 
R gister. 

e 
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F AlHIY ::>HEr .ffi .. , } 
Non compos, et al~ 

- Vs- } 
COUNTY , ALAB.rJv.A. 

) I N EQUITY, 
ILA E. H...a.J.T1I.AU, et al. } 

This cause comine on to be heard upon the report of the 

Register filed in this cause on the ~ay o~~ 1920, 

pursuant to a decree heretofore made on the 16tbdRy of _A_p_r_i_l ______ __ 

1920 , ordering sale of the property described in the bill of Com-

p l aint and directing the Register to make a deed therefor to the 

purchaser and sa id Regist er having reported that pursuant to the 

terms of s aid order, he did, ~~xxxx~~~~~~~~~~ 

execute such deed and received therefor the sum of nine hundred 

and sixty dollars, the agreed purchase price, that there has been 

paid therefrom vl 09 . 47 for costs of court and proper charees, leav-

ing a bi lance of eight hundred and fifty dollars and fifty-three 

cents, which said sum is now in the Registr y of this Court, and 

further reporting tha t pursuant to the terms of the decree afore-

sai d, he held a reference in the cause after due notice to the 

parties , for the purpose of ascertaining the parties entitled to 

such funds and their respective proportions, and report of sa id 

reference having laid over for t hree days and no objections having 

been interposed thereto: 

IT IS HE?~Y ORDERED ~qL DECREEL that the sale as a fore-

said be, and it is, hereby confirmed, tha t the report of the Regis­

ter as to said s a le and as to the respective proportions due the 

parties be in all respects ratified, anu t nb t the Reeister distri-

bution of the funds in his bands amounting to y850.52 to the part-

ies or their solicitors of record as follows: 

To John B. Nixon , as euardian of Fanny :::.>cherrer, 
non compos------- - ---- - -1/6 or 

To Ida E. Hartman- - -----------------------1/6 or 
To Lillian Coleman, a sister--------------1/6 or 
To Vitalis c. Uewman----------------------l/,6 or 
To Rose NolffQ------ ----------------------1/6 or 
To Eugene H. Sievert------ - ----------- --1/24 or 
To Edwin A. :::.>ievert----------------------1/2~ or 
To Clara Epping--------------------------1/24 or 
To Victor Eppine-------------------------1/24 or 

Total .,p 

'1?141.76 
.,pl41 .75 

141.76 
141.75 
141.76 

35. 43 
35.44 
35 . 44 
35.44 

850.53 



· f/v Lone 

T cay of .,. , ..-...w~~ 

but not in open Court , this the 

1920 . 

2J 
CITCUI ~.l.l 'COU.:iT , 

ALA1LluA. 



Notice of Amount Necessary to Reed em. 

The State of Alabama,·: t 
BALDWIN COUNTY. ~ 

DenrSir: ~ 

Tho follo>ring do,,.ibod •••I "'"'' '"'""' <o.L ... ~ .... ~ ········ ·~ ..... . ... ..................... was sold to 

~~«t!f24._;_£ .............................. oa the .. /~ .. day ag_ ~ ............... ................... 19 .... . . 

for taxes for the year 19.1 a nd the costa incident to such sale, to-w~t: 

~'~'?cctf "?Y.<fJ"-<? ·))·· Ozfii:(""r<2?.0L:t.'k?-= 
cd'~ .2. .. ?.: ...... :/. ... ~ ... t.£./12.~.~---················· ·················································· 

And tbo follo.wina- is an itemized s tateme n t of the amount neceuary to redeem aaid property, to-wit: 

Amount of T axes and Costa for which property so.ld 

~-;:::; cent interest on sam e from date of aale 

$ ... -.L?-·GS······· 
t~(~./.y.~.cJ. ... ···-···········-'-~~~ 

- ....... L-t.,.§f .. L. 
.... ....... .L.t .. ?g_.\ ... 

T axes for tbe year 19.~.0 ~~ 
~ e.e_,. .:5"~ - 4....-:r 'h. CJ -

8 per cent interest on t~ o f 19.. ..... - - - -

19 ...... . 

19 ...... . 

Taxes for 

19 .. ····· 

Taxes for the year 

19. ·-··· 

Certificate of R edemption 

Total Amount Due 

.......... /r ..... ~ ..... . 

I -

Please remit in cash, New York exchange, or money orde r. 

.. ·~--
Do not send in~ual ? h :cla. ~eturn tbia state-

mont with your remittance. 

Yours uly , ~ 

············· · ········· · ·· ··· ·· · ···· · ···· ·~·-········ ·· ··· · ··· · 
-4~··~ Tax Sale a nd Redemption Record .. ..... ¥ ......... Pa;...r.fr.' 



N'l 11160 I~ 
STATE OF ALABAMA ................. '"1 "' .COUNTY. 

0. 
Office of the Judge of Probate, .. ,., ... ~-~~:~. · ._ ...... --·········County . 

.LL ........................................................................... Sale Docket.. .. .. . .. . .... P ......... _ . ............. . 

WHEREAS, on the .. .t..~f: ... day oL/~<'.n~c .... 8 . ... 19,0<1, the t·oal property 

hereinafter described was-sold, in' su~tantial f'onfo1·mity with all t ht> rPqnisitionR of the 
~ / 

statutes in snch cases made and provided, by ... \...._/'-" rz ~- .. y ~~ uyo. ... . . . .... 
/)I. _ 1 4' tf r-7D. f ~ r-

Tax Collector of said County. to .. v······'/,~ .. ~ ..... :: 7 .. / r.;;__QS) ~Z '!~ .. .. .. 

for the taxes. interests, ;>l!flalties and jo~tl"l, _!:b en (ln r anfl remainin~ unpaid on said prop-

erty; and whereas, .... ~ ... ~./..v.::?a.~ .... -~ !d.'?.t.: ~-····· ... . . . . .... .. ... .. .... ....... . 

has made application to redeem said ]and: . ~ 

Now, THEREFORE, !... .• ~~-~~ ..... ~~ .• ..... ~-~ ................... · .... . Jll(J~e of 

::: ::i:b•t~~·"LD'E1d~~r ~~~:::; .. , b~~:~ ·~ti•fi~: :•t 
is t he owner of sa~JJ operty. and has a....1·igbt t~ J'Ptlt>Pn~H' ~amC'. do hereb~· CC'r tif.r that the 

({ -~ / .f - ' 7 / 
•aid .. ..... . . . .... ~"' "'-2-' w~0 .. -~""' .. L ........... ( ~· ""P",':t•d 

\nth me, on tbiv K&k.lay of ........ ... ··-~-;X ... ~~- ...... ,,. .. d. 19:.1 q 

······ . ............... ~<,·'(~~ ~~s~--.. 71.~«'0. .. : .. . ... ······ ·······;::.. . non:''''· 

for the redemptio/f! 'f<:w~ r~l es~:t: ~- '?k../Jcc$;.~~-(jj;:-~':~: 

..•..••••..••••.•..•••••.••••. ~~:::..cl?2t;:•1~:~·-··· :••·········:~· ········~······ : 
···························· ·· ··············································································· ........... ..... .............. ·········· ····-············································· ........................... . 

....................... ·····················································-·························· -·············· ..................... ······················· ···················································· ••·· 

···············································;································································ ························ ············································ ····························· 

situated in ... ~?""¢""".6 .. "c=:-.. ~ ... ~· ............. Connty, Alahama. / ................ . 

Assessed £2~· ':!:~ .... 4 ....... !:...~ .. ~.':': ... (.~....... WI'I'NESS, .... r(q_!.l. ............... ~~- ··· ··~:~ ....... . 

Amount of Purchase Money ..... .. $.y_j-;: Jt~·;.~obate Ca of said County , t~: 
Interest at 10% ...................................... $.............................. ... .... .day of. ...... .... .. ~--~.c.<. . .,:t.,..., ........ -~· 

::~::::::::~:~::::::: :~:=~ 19~ ~rO~J, ~h~~~~<~ ..... ....... . ·j Judge Probate. 

TotaL .................................. $./.'Zf? Counlc · igoed , b:;: 

Act approved Sept. 14, 1915. . .................. ····-··· ~4. ..... /l..V.: ... .?:.. .......... ~........ . ..... . 
Code 1907- 2318. ~"l'miittrer. 



858a:=MON~~ 
········ t-··· · ··········· ·····················L.~----- - · ····· · ··· · ······ ·· ··· · ····· · ·· ·· · ········ 
· ···············-~--~---··· ··· ····· ····················· ··· · ··· · ··· ····· ··· 

n ~~ ---~~---··········· · ······· · ·· · ·········· · · ···········'···~'·····r···:m::: 

) 
\ 
I 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY. 

This caus e is submitted in beha lf of Compla ina nt UJ:On the original Bill of Complaint, ................................... . 

~~~=: · :.:-~ :;:?~:£~=~ 
------·-··--·- ····~--~·······-····-······-·-··~-----·-···--·-·-··-·--------·····················-----··----·······---·-······· .... ····-··· .. ·--------·······-····t··-······························-··-

•• r-' ' \ ---·-------·-··- ------··----··--··-···-----·---·-··--- --······-·--····-·······-·······- -··-·-···-····-·-- -·······-···-··-··-· 

~ / 

and in behalf of Defendant upon ....... ~ ........................... ················-······· ··· ···· ··· ·· ····················· ··· 
.I . ' '· 

-············-······- ······································································································ .. ·········"·············-·························T························· .. ········"·······•··· .. ············• ::7 ~/ fZ._ (/1...-~~r-:..---"f 
.......................... ?.::::':..r. ..... 1(..- ................... ···· ···· ... -- .... ---··--.................. . 

Register 



F.ANNY SCimRRER, ET .AL, ) No. 
( 

Complainants, ) 1N EQUITY . 
( 
) 

-Vs- ( IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
) 
) BALDWIN COUNTY• ALABAMA. 

ID.A E. HARTMAN, ET .AL, ( 
) 

Respondents. ( 

I, Irma v. Pope, as Commissioner, under and by autL6ritl' 

of the attached commission issued to me in the above styled cause, 

pending in the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, hBreby 

certify tha~ pursuant to the instructions in said commission I 

caused to come before me at my office an the Baldwin County Bank 
hereinafter named 

Building witnesses for/ Complainants, who having been by me first, 

sworn to speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 

upon examination by Complainants Solicitors, respondents waiving· "J 

right of cross examination,testified as follows: 

FRANK E. NYRART~, t estified as ·allows: 

I am a resident of ~ay Minette, Baldwin County, Alabama. 

and have lived in this county for three years. For the past seven 

years ~ have been actively engaged in the Real Estate business, 

handling Baldwin County lands, and consider t hat from the nature 

of my business 1 am familiar with the value of lands in Baldwin 

County, especially in the southern and South central parts. I am 

acquainted with the lands described in the Bill of Complaint, 

namely: 

North half of the Northeast Quarter and the Northeast Quarter 
of the Northwest Quarter, Section Twenty-eight, Township Four South, 
Range Three East. This contains about one hundred twenty acres and 
is situated about six miles South of the villiage of Stapleton. 
This traot is wild land that has never been cleared. 

I made a sale of some land in th: s Section of about the same 

grade last year, and obtained either six or six dollars and fifty 

cents an acre , to the best of my reccollection. There is not much 

demand of land of that character. In my opinion this price that I 

got for the other tract would be a fa ir one f or this, and I would 



-2-

consider an offer of eight dollars per acre cash for this land as 

a very g ood price for same, and if it were mine ~would not hesitate 

to accept this at once. as the land can not be farmed without ex­
pensive clearing, and is now bringing no revenue. 

With the present difficulty about getting labor it is 

difficult to find purchasPrs for wild land at this time. These 

lands can not be 

• 

OSCAR JOHNSON\ testified as follows : 

I have been living in Baldwin County for the l ast twenty-two 

years, and am engaged in business at Silverhill, Alabama. During 

this time I have handled real ~ state extensively, both buying and 

selling for myself, and buying and Pselling for other, and am well 

acquainted with l and values in central and south Baldwin. I know 

the North half of the Northeast Quarter and the Northeast Quarter 

of the Northwest Quarter of Seotion 28, Township Four South, Range 

Three East. This one hundred twenty acres is raw out-over land, with 

no improvements, and will need to be cleared to be a available. 

In its present condition it is entirely unremunerative, and it 

would cost about thirty dollars per acre to get it ready for farming 

under pre sent prices for labor. There are not many sales for raw 

farm lands at this time and in my opinion a cash offer of eight 

dollars an acre would be a good prioe, and one I would readily 

acoept if it were mine. I consider this a very good price for the 

land, and if as I understand, is the case , it is owned by non­

residents, who do not expeot to use it themselvew,it woul d be 

very muoh to their advan age to sell it at the price offered rather 

than hol~ it and continue t o pay taxes on it without get ing any 

returns. These lands can not divi~ 



1. M. ·.'!ETZEL te stifled a s follows: 

My name is L. M. Wetzel. I am a resident of Baldwin County, 

Alabama, and for aboutfif~eeB~ years I have lived within five 

miles of the North half of the Northeast Quarter and the North-

east Quarter of the Northwest Quarter, Section Twenty-eight, 

Township Four South, Range Three East, Baldwin County, Alabama. 

I have frequently ridden over these l~nds and am t horoughly 

familiar with their locati on, and with the character of the 

land. The lands are rolling and somewhat broken; are inclined 

to wash, and are not well adaptable to farm purposes. The 

greater part of timber, or practically all the timber has been 

out from the land. Expense of putting these lands in cultiva­

tion would be extremely heavy and as 1 have before said, they 

are not well adaptable for farming purposes, owi~ to their 

location, and that they are rolling and broken, and could not 

be equitably divided. 

The lands are not fenced. There is no merchantible timber or 

turpentine timber on the land, consequently the lands are 

unremunerative. Eight dollars an acre is a fair value for 
th i s land, 

and I should thi nk it would be to the interest of 

minors and persons of uns ound mind owning this land, or an 

interest therein that it be sold at this price. 1 know of no 

lands of the same character in th i s vicinity selling for 

more than Eight dollars an acre. 

ct'~-~-



-1--__: ( '/ 
W. C. BEEBE~ tz---a 

I am a practising solicitor residing and practising 

in Bay Minette, Alabama. My firm represents the Complainants in this 

cause. Some weeks ago our firm was informed that the Sche2r er heirs 

had received an offer for the purchase of the one hundred and twenty 

acres they own in Section 28, Township 4 South, Range 3 East in 

this County and after some negotiations, conducted through the State 

Bank of Chicago, which looks after the int erests of some of these 

heirs, the matter was referred to my firm for advice as to whether 

title could be given provided a satisfactory offer was received for 

the lands which were unproductive and only an expense to the estate. 

We advised that this could be done and were then advised to take charge 

of negotiations. The offer came through a responsible real estate 

firm, but the name of the person to whom the deed was to be made was 

not given us until after the bill was filed. We were informed that 

the money would be forthcoming as soon as a deed could be drawn. We have 

since . learned that the title is to be taken in the name of Mr.~~ 

, who would place in the Baldwin County Bank the Nine 

d Sixty Dollars required to pay for the land. as soon as no­

tified that a decree was signed, that the Register was authorized to de­

liver a deed and that we were authorized to draw the deed accordingly. 



ST.A TE OF .AL.AB.AM.A,) 

BALDWIN COUNTY. ~ 
I, Irma Pope, Coruwission~r in said Commission 

named, do hereby certify that the foregoing testimony and 

answe rs taken down and written by me in words of the witnesses, 
and W.C.Beebe 

F. B. Nihart, Oscar H. Johnson, and L. M. Wetzel/, respective-

ly were read over to them, that each one assented, swore to 

and subscribed the same in my presence and place mentioned; 

that I have personal knowledge of the identity of said wit­

nesses; that I am not of counsel, or kin to either of said 

parties for said cause, nor to the attorneys appearing there-

in, nor am I interested in the r e sult thereof • .And I inclose 

the said testimony together with the said commission to the 

said Register of the Circuit of Baldwin County, Alabama, 

whence the same emanated as my full execution of said com-

mission. 

Given under my hand and seal this t e 2~h day of 

March, 1920. 



STATE OF ALABAMA , ) . ) 
BALDWI N COUNTY ) 

In the Circuit Court of said State and 

County. 

lN ~QUITY SITTING. 

To Irma Pope, who r ""sides in Baldwin County, State 

of Alabama, Greetings. 
Know you, that we , r eposing confidence in your in-

tegrity, skill and ability, have appointed you Commissioner 

to take the testimony of Frank B. Nihart, Oscar H. Johnson, 

/
and. w.c Beebe 

and L. M. Wetzel, materia! witnesses in a suit now pending 

in our Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, sitting in 

equity, wherein FANNY SCHERRER, et al, Compl ainants, and IDA 

E. HARTMAN e t al are defendants, and we here by authorize 
' 

and empower you to call and cause to come before you the 

said witnesses, and their depositions on oath to take, as 

well as for the plaintiffs as for the defendants, touching 

their knowledge of the matters and things in controversy in 

said suit, which depositions when so taken shall be signed 

by said witnesses and certified by you as such Commissioner 

herein; and you are further commanded that the depositions 

when so taken with this Commission to return, with your hand 

and seal, to the Register of said Court, wi th all convenient 

speed. 

'• ITNESS my hand and seal this 25th day of March, 1920. 

COI~ISSI ONERS FEE , $5 .00 

WITNESSES FEES, $4.50 

~~~~ 
' , 

!{EGISTER. 



Assessment Book No . ....................... Page ..... / 

No. 4_073 ....... Beat. ... . . 192 ... 

Received of. ~-t~~~,.,r .. .,e,, 

the sum oL ... ........ Dollars, 
in full amount of axes due the State of Alabama and County of Baldwin, 1920. 

Total Value of Real Estate, $. ··· ·"'··· ... . 0...... Total Value of Personal Property, $ .. 

100 

!axR~te,~~~~er$!00 V~~t=lo=n~======~=============== 

Total State and County Tax ........................ ~ ..................... l . .. .. , 

Tllf) .. ........ ...... ........... ... Fee ............. ................. ................................ i ························ ··-········--

1 I.nterest .............. .. ............ .................................... ............................ 1 .......... .............. ........... . 

Printer ........................ ]udge ........................ N otic e...... ..... ............ . ............ ........... ........... . 

Aggregate Amount ............ ........... ......................... ........................ ........... . 

,: ·-·-·· ·············· ··· ·· ··········· ·· ·· ···-······· ····· ··········· ·· ·-
Tax Colledor, Baldwin County, Ala. 
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Hon . T. W.Richerson, Re gister , 

IN ACCOUlifT WITH 

W .c . Beebe , 

To Abstract l§_nds o:.'de:.1 ec1 sold in the ca. JSe o-· 
::-an·,ie '" chel'J.er , et ~.1 , vs ICI.a. :B: . Fartman • • • • • • • • • :··30 .00 



FANNIE SCT-IT'~~~ , et !:l.l , ) 
Complairants ) 

vs 

IDA E .H~T~::.::N , et al 
Defendants 

) 

~ 

\ \ 

CIRCUIT COURT BA"LD I N COFl TY , 

.ALABAJ1[ • I N EQUITY. 

Come the res:_)ondents in the ab ove styled c&use nd 

move the court to have an abstract made to the lands 

ord~red to be sold and to tax the cost the~efor in tm costs 

of tre cause . 

l!1 .c . Beebe , Esq-ai r e , is hereby aut~1orized an, cdirected 

to make an abstract o.r the lands descri.ll d in t he bill of . l IJ'f .. 
complaint in the ab~ve styled cause an~ · fi~~ ~arne in 

the Court on or befo;~e the 1... ~ day of __ , , 1920 . 

Thi s the U da;v of tt {I92 • 

· If'~ 
~~ 

Came VT . C. Be"be , 'i'squire , and thi s day filed abst··act 

of the l ands describe" in t ho bill of Complaint and presented 

his bill th~refor . 

This t he ti da-; of 

""' e P"i '" ter . • 



8550 REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACATION. 

./ 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 1 
CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 

No . ............. ... . . ................. ...... .......... Term, 191 ....... . 

w~ ~a- - # ....... , .................................... d~--····-·- · ··········-··-··f-·-· · ·· ·· ···· ·~···---- --- - - -- -- - --- - - - - ------- - ------------ - -- · -·-·-·-- · -- ---- - --- - Complainant~--
vs. 

To ·- -~h ... ~---·-----·-- -- ---··---------- - - - - ----• Regis ter : 

A, },,,_,~,._ "'A " , 
In the above stated cause a ~o~ ~Qefe11~t, and evidence hav-

ing been taken, and the cause being ready for submiu ion for final de cree, and no de fense having been interposed, the 

Solicitors of record, now files with the Register of this Court this written request to deliver the papers in this cause 

to the Judge for final decree in vacation. 

--------~---
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.I!'.ANNY SCHERRER, ET AL , ) NO. 
) 

Compla inants, ) IN SQUITY . 
) 
) In the Circuit Court of Baldwin 
) 

-Vs- ) County, .Alabama. 
) 

I DA E. HARTMAN, ET .AL , ) 
) 

Respondents. ) 

Comes the Complainants by RICK.ARBY, ~ZER, & BEEBE, so­

licitors of Record and make application to the Register of said 

Court to issue a Commission to take the testimony in said cause 

on oral examination of the following witnesses for Complainants, 

namely: F. B. NIHART, who resides at Bay Minette, .Alabama; 

USCAR H. JOHNS ON, who resides at Silverhill, Alabama; and L. M. 

\'i'ETZEL, who resides at Loxley, .Alabama.·:'/ . C. Beebe, who resides 
at BayMinette,.Alahama • 

.And Complainants suggest the name of 1RN~ POPE, who r e sides 

at Bay Minette, .Alabama, in said County as a suitable person to be 

appointed Commissioner to take the t e stimony of said witnesses, 

this the 26th day of March, 1920. 

SOLICITORS F 



TO THE HONORA5LE JOH:'T. D. LEIGH, JUDGE OF THE 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COID~TY , ALABA!..IA; SITTING IU E0UI'IY: 

come FANNY SCSERRFR, non compos, who sues by John B. 

Nixon, her guardian and next friend, and VICTOR EPPING, a minor, 

who sues by Jonathan Bliss, his next friend, and by this t heir bill 

of cotJ.plaint exhibited against IDA E. HJ\.RT"A}T, LILLIKJ COLE~AN, 

VIT.ALIS C. NEW11AN' , EUGF:TE H. SIEVERT, EDWIN A. SIEVERT, CLARA 

EPPPTG and ROSE WOLFF , show unto your Honor : 

let. That CcEplainant , Fanny Scherrer , is the widow 

of Louis A. Scherrer , is insane, a.nd resides in t he city of St. 

Joseph, ~ichigan, and John B. Nixon, of the said cit y , is her legal 

guardian; th "t Victor Epping is a miner under fourteen years of 

age, resi.i ing i n Davenport , Iowa, and here sues by Jonathan Bliss 

of Loxley, Alabama, his next friend; that all the Defendants,above 

named, are non-residents of Alabama, and over the age of twenty- one 

years and reside as follows: Ida E. Eartman, Lillian Coleman, 

Eugene H. Sievert and Clara Epping in t'1e city of Davenport, Iowa; 

Vitalis C. Newman in the city of Louisville, Kentucky; Edwin A. 

Sievert in the city of Donahue, Iowa and Rose Wolff in the city cf 

Chicago, Illinois. 

2nd. That the part i es plaint i ff and defendant to 

this cause are the only heirs of Louis A. Scherrer , deceased, who 

died on July 4, 1918 , intestate, owning property in several states , 

including Alabcuna. 

3rd. That the property ovmed by the dece-

dent t he title t c which, accor1i ng t o the laws of inheritance, is 

vested in the parti es hereto, is~ 

The Uorth Half of the Northeast Quarter and the 
Northeast Qu('i.rt e r of the Northwest Quarter of Section Twenty­
a i ght , Township Four Soutll~ )}.a.p_g~- Three East , St. Stephens 1!e­
ridian, i n Baldwin Count~mately, one hundred twenty 
acres. "' 

That letters of administration have been taken out 

upon the estate of decedent an1 the debts of decedent pai~ 
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4th. That the propert y, in Baldwin County, above 

described, was the only property owned b y the decedent,and by the 

parties hereto, in the State of Alabama; that same is wil d, out­

over, pine l and, in ita present condition, not only yielding no 

revenue, but on the contrary, an expense on account of paying taxes 

on s~ne; that the several owners , resiling in different states , and 

all non-residents, are not in a posit ion to utilize same in any man­

ner; and that the size of the tract,and the varyi ng i nterests of 

the several heirs are such that same can not be equitab ly SJ.bdivided 

e..n:ong the parties entitled thereto. 

5th. That,for the reasons aforesa id, it is to the 

interest of all parties concerned that the tract, above described, 

b e sold for division among the parties in interest in the propor­

ticns of their respective shares a s deterrLined by the l aws of in-

heritance. 

6th. Tha t Complainants have r ecently received a bona 

fide offer,from a responsible party, to purch~se said land at the 

price of eight dollars per acre, net, to the owners thereof, except­

ing only the court costs of the legal proceedings necessary to pass 

title of all part ies in interest to the purchaser; that said offer 

is the only one that said owners have been able t o secure, and, to 

the best of Complaints' belief, is a f ai r and reasonable price for 

the l and, based upon the price at which other lands have been sold 

in that vicinity; that said land is not likely to soon increa se in 

value;and that it is to the interest of Complainants that said offer 

should be accepted and a sale of the land made. 

THE PRE!AISES CONSIDERED~ Complainants pray that Ida 

E. Hartman, Lillian.Coleman, Vitalis c. Newman, Eugene H. Sievert, 

Edwin A. Sievert, Clara Eppi ng and Rose Wolff be, by the appropriate 

p rocess of publication, made parties defendant tc this bill of com-

plaint and required t o answe r same within the time prescribed by law. 

Complainants further pray that upon t he hearing of this 
./\ _ 

cause , that your Hono r;adjudge that it b e t o the interest of Complainants 
~J'' 
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that the offer of eight dollars per acre f or the land herein de­

scribed be accepted; that upon payment of the sum of nine hundred 

sixty dollars the Register of this Court be authorised and instruc­

ted to make deed t o t he purchaser conveying tc him the interest of 

all of the parties hereto; that an order of reference be made, re-

quiring the Register, after proper notice, to ascertain the propor-

tionate interests of the several parties t o this cause and upon the 

findings of tha Register an order of distribution be made requiring 

payment to the parties hereto of the amounts to which they may be 

entitled,by law,after deducting all proper costs and charges of this 

proceeding; and that such other f~her and different relief may be 

granted as t o equity may seem meet;and as in duty bound Complainants 

will ever pray, etc. 

The Defendants are required tc answer each paragraph 
of the foregoing bill, but not under oath. 



STft TE OF ALABAUA1 

COUNTY OF MOB ILE . 

) 

~ 
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Before me , the undersigned Not a ry Public, 

personally appea red th i s day Will i am c. Beebe, who , being sworn, 

s a ys tha t he is of counsel f o r Compla inants in the above entitled 

cause; and tha t al l of the Defendants in s a i d cause a re over the 

age of 'twent y- one years and non-res i dent s of the St a te of Alabama, 

their respective addr ess es be ing as f ol l ows: 

I da E. Hartman , 3110 Rocki n6hatn Roa d, Davenport, Iowa, 
Lillian Col eman , 3110 Rockingham Road, Davenpo rt, Io\va , 
Vit a lis c. Newruan , 411 We s t Liberty Street, Louisvi l le, Ky., 
Eugene H. Sievert, 2323 Jackson Avenue, Davenpo r t , Iowa, 
Edwin A. Sievert, R. R. . No. 1, Donahue, Iowa , 
Cla r a Epping , Davenpo rt, I owa, 
Rose Wolff, 259 Uorth Hoyne Avenue, Ill. 

Subscrib ed and sworn t o befor e me 
this t he lo day of March, 1920 . 
II' . 
fJ~~~e..~ 

.:Piot a Ey P'l:l.b:tie, 'Sa.l QJ.vi l=l Count y , Alabama. 



STATE OF ALABAMA 

COID~ TY OF BALDWIN 
ss. 

FANNY SCHERRER, ) 
a lunatic, ET AL, ) 

Complainants ) 

vs. 
IDA E. HARTMAN, ET AL, 

Respondents 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

NO . 

IN EQUITY. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN 

COUNTY, ALABAMA. 

Come IDA E. HARTJMN, LILLIAN COLEMAN , VITALIS C. 

NEWMAN, EUGENE H. SIEVERT, EDWIN A SIEVERT, CLARA EPPING and 

ROSE WOLFF, respondents in the above entitled cause, who for 

answer to the bill of complaint, show unto your Honor: 

1st. Respondents admit all of the allegations of 

the first paragraph of the bill of complaint. 

2nd. Respondents admit all of the allegations of 

the second paragraph of the bill of complaint, and, for further 

answer thereto, say that the relationship of the parties de­

fendant to the deceased Louis A. Scherrer are as follows: 

That said complainant, Fanny Scherrer, otherwise 

known as Frances Scherrer, .~-; ' is the widow of said Louis A. 

Scherrer, deceased; that said Victor Epping, the other party 

complainant to this suit, is a minor and a child and heir at law 

of Carrie Epping, who was a daughter of caroline Sievert, who 

was a sister of said Louis A. Scherrer, deceased, both of said 

parties, carrie Epping and Carol~e Si~ert, having died be­

fore the death of said Louis A. Scherrer, deceased: that said , . ~,.~· 

Ida E. Hartman is a sister of said decedent and istB divorced 

wife of Severin Hartman; that said Lillian Coleman, defendant, 

is a sister of said decedent and the wife of William Coleman; 

that said Vitalis c. Newman is a child and heir at law of 

Mary Newman, who was a sister of said Louis A. Scherrer, de­

ceased, and who died before his death; that said Eugene H. 
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Sievert, Edwin A. Sievert and Clara Epping (wife of George 

Epping) are children and heirs at law of caroline Sievert, 

who was a sister of said Louis A. Scherrer; deceased, and 

who died before his death; that said Rose wolff is a sister 
~~~~ 

of said decedent and that her husband's name was William 
~ 

Wolff. 

3rd. Respondents admit the allegations of the 

third paragraph of the bill of complaint and the correctness 

of the description of the land therein set out. 

4th. Respondents admit all of the allegations of 

the fourth paragraph of the bill of complaint. 

5th. Respondents admit the allegations of the 

fi~th paragraph of the bill. 

6th. · Respondents admit the allegations of the 

sixth paragraph of the bill as to the offer to purchase the 

lands described in the bill at the figure named, and further 

admit that the same is the first and only offer that has been 

received relating to the purchase of said lands. Respondents, 

however, are not acquainted with the value of lands in Baldwin 

County, and are unable to say whether or not the price offer­

ed is a fair and reasonable value for said lands. Respondents 

for futther answer say that they admit it would be to the 

interest of all parties to sell said lands, provided that the 

full value of same can be obtained, but as to the amount of 

said value, demand strict proof. 

Having thus fully answered, respondents pray that 

complainants be required to make proof of all of the allega­

tions of the bill not here expressly admitted, and that on 

failure to do so said bill may be dismissed, and that they may 

be permitted to go 

behalf expended. 
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FANNY SCHERRER, 
a lunatic , ~TAL, 

Complai nant s , 

vs . 
IDA E . ::ART!.:AU E :' AL, 

- espondents. 

NO . 

I N E~UITY . 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALD·,·; IN 

CO UNTY, .. ~LABAMA . 

Come the respondent s and waive notice of the 

issuing of commission to take complai nants ' testimony , 

of time and ~lace of taking same , of the right t o cross 

examine complainants ' witnesses , and of the right to 

introduce testimony in the i r ovm behal f , al so notice of Ref-
erence . 

Resuondents further agree that this cause may 

be submitted Vii thout further no tice for final decree , 

either in t erm time or vacation , upon the pleadings and 

complainants ' evidence . 

Dated this the 17th day of 

Solicitor\ for 
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FANN;oSCHERRER, non 
co os, et al, 

Complainant 

vs. 

IDA E. HARTMAN, 
Respondent 

NO. '1-- 1-7 
IN EQUITY 

I~ THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
BALDWIN COUNTY, AL»>AMA 

This cause coming on to be heard upon the bill of com­

plaint, the answer of a.ll defendants, the evidence submitted in sup­

port of the bill, and the agreement of counsel and upon consideration 

of cause it appearing to the Court that the parties to this cause are 

the sole owners of undivided interests in and to the lands described 

in the bill of complaint, viz., 

The North Half of the Northeast Quarter and the 
Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section Twenty-eight, 
Township Four So~~p~ ~~e Three East, St. Stephens Meridian, in 
Baldwin CountyJ;~roxfmately, one hundred and twenty acres. 

And it further appearing that said property is unremu­

nerative and that it is to the interest of the Complainants that same 

be sold. 

And it further appearing th~t Complainants have re­

ceived a bona fide offer of Eight Dollars per acre for said property, 

which is the highest and best price that they have been able to obtai~ 

that same is a reasonable and fair value for the land and that the a.c-

ceptance of this offer will be to the interest of the Complainants and 

to the parties respondent as well and that such sale should be made and 

confirmed to the purchaser. 

It is hereby ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED by the Court -

that the Register of this Court execute to Ort H. Ertzinger I 

the proposed purchaser, a full and proper deed conveying to same all 

of the interest in the property above described, now legally and equi­

tably held by all parties to this cause, upon payment to him of the 

sum of Nine Hundred and Sixty Dollars, which sum shall be held in the 

Registry of this Court subject to such further orders as may be made 

in the premises. 

. ~ .. . ~·~ 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, that after the payment to him 

of the purchase price last above named, the Register of this Court 

shall hold a reference, the time of which he shall give notice to all 

parties, or their solicitors of record, as provided by law and at 

which reference be shall ascertain the respective interests of the 

several pa rties to this cause and the proportionate amount of the 

fund to which each is entitled and report his finding thereon to the 

Court for further orders in this cause. 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED this 

April, Ninetee1Hundred and Twenty. 

IX_ 
;L.- day of 


