
... 

--------------------x 
GEORGE T. CROSS, ) 

Complainant. ) 

-vs-
DELLA 1:ILLS CROSS. 

Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 

--------------------x 

llf TH3 CIRCUIT COURT- EQUITY SID£. 
3T~~~ OF A~AUA. 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

No. ---
TO THE HONORABLE, TIG CIRCUIT COURT OF BALD ,fiN COU~iTY, li:QUITY SIDE, 
a tD ~Hri1 .tiOH. JOffii D. L~IGH, JU.DG2 ~~RillOF, I N E~UI7Y SITTil!G; 

Comes your complainant, George Thomas Cross , and exhibits this 
his origina l bill of complaint for divorce for volunta ry desertion 
and abandonment a l?:a inst the def endant, Della Mills Cross and for 
grounds for the same respect fully shows unto t his honorabl e court 
as follows; 

FIRST. 

That the complainant is a bona fide resident of t he state of 

Alabama and has been for more than three years next immediately pre­

ceeding the filing of this bill and t hat he is over the age of t wen­

ty one years; that the def endant , Della Mills Cross, is a non-reSi­

dent of the s t a te of Alabama , is over the a ge of twenty- one years , 

~nd when l ast heard from resided in the State of :'lorida at Jalnut 

Hill. SECOND. 

That compla inant and def endant \tere married on to-wit, June 

28th , 1914, at Jalnut Hill, _,lorida and lived to-gether as man and 

wi f e until, to-wit; December 26th, 1917. 

THIRD. 

That on,to-wit , December 26th, 1917, while r esiding at Brewton 

in Escambia county, ~labama, the defendant voluntarily deserted and 

abandoned your complainant without just cause or legal excuse and 

has, since that t ime, continued to desert and abandon him and has ne• 

er returned to live with him sinoe tha t time. 

P~AY~?. 1 03 PROC2SS. 

The premises cons idered, your com l a inant prays that such order 

and decrees may be issued bJ this honorable court as to make the said 

defendant party respondent to this bill of complaint, requiring her 

to appear and pJe ad, a nswer or demur, within the time required b~ 

l aw , under the pains and penalties of this court. 

P1U.Y:3i.t l OR R3LIEF • 

That upon a final hearing of this cause , complainant prays 

that your honor will render , adjudge and decree that the bonds of 



-page number two-

matrimony heretofore existing between the complainant, George Thomas 

Cross and the defendant , Della Mills Cross , be forever d issolve& 

and that your eomplainant be again permitted to contract the mar­

riage relation, if he so desires . And as in duty bound , he will 

ever pray , etc., etc. , 

FOOT l'lOT.E :- The defendant , Della i4ills Cross, is required to answer 

each and every paragraph of the foregoing bill of complaint from 

"FIRST19 to "THIRD . " both inclusive , but not under oath , answer und­

er oath, being hereby expressl y waived. 

sol~aitors for Complainant. 



8594 AFFIDAVIT OF NON-RESIDENCE. 

................. Ge.o.rge .. Thomas .. cross, .. ......................... . 

Compl a inant. 

C01nplai1LaJLt.. .... 
vs. 

............... De.l.l.a ... M.1ll.s .... O.:r.9.S.S.!L ..................................... . 

Def endant. 

D ef end a n L .... 

'/' T! F: ' 'l.'. I '/ ' J;; 0 F . 1!;.[ B. f ,,J[ , l. 1 
l 

..................... ~~~-g..V?J~ ... .................................. Counby. j 

\ 

fOR SALE. BY G£0, 0 . OAR NARD I. CO., ST. LOUIS. 

J.N' EQUI'l'J:', 

CJHUU /1' COUB'l' OF 

. .......................... J~~+.~w;t,.:P. ............................... .. cou. v· 'r 1 • . 

Persona lly a ppeared before nw, .......... ':r. ~ .... W.! ... JU .. 9.A~.r..~ .<nL ....................... .... .. ......... ... l?.egister of said Conrt . 

ir.. and f or saicZ Count y and State ...... .. N .. . C .•.... Sto.ne ., .... of ... the ... :firm .. o.f ... Stone ... & .. Ston.e., ... a tto.rn.,. 

-.......... ~Y.s ...... 9.P~ .... o.t .... t.~.~- - -~g~_:r+.t.s ... ~P4 ... f:!.oJ ;.i, g_ ;t,.:t!.o.r.~ ... f9X .... G.~.o.r.g~ ... Tbo.m~.s .. . .O r.o.s.~ .•... tb.e ................ . 

compl a i nant . 

rt fient of Complaincw ,t .... ... w ho being rl11ly sum·n. depose.~ and snys tha l lw is infornted and reray believes that 

.......... De-1-l ..a .. ~i-ll s ... Q.r.oss ... i .s .. .a. ... non-r.e s i d en t .. .o.f ... t.h.e ... state ... of . . fi:N:r:X ... zi:la-bama. .. .and 

re f::l i de s at 1:a1nut Hill, ? l orida. 

Defm~~t ue..1:liSf,erfil:itCil~~~')J:rt .... ............................ ........ .......................................................... ...... . 

.................................. ------·· ···············------· ······················ ......... . ········ ··- ··-·-···--···················· ·················· ··························· .......... .... . 

········· ································· ·················-·············· ······ ·· ···· · .......... .......... .............. ........................... ....... ...... ........... ................... .......... . 

d t l f · , 7) j' 1 t ..... 1 ... s ........... 1·n b"linf of '~rffiant-.. over t weu t.-1'-011 e ,1 1W11'8 of a _§ c. a 11 1a sa i C•· e enr ru1 ...... " v , , u , 

....... ~~········· ········· · 

26th d ((,!f of J~nuary /.920 . 

l lcgisler . 



·' 'o ................................ . 

. //t'/t'f J) .• J I '£1' 0 /t' ·' ·o. \ '-It P:S T lJ 1~· . \ 'UE. 

-= 

'/'J/1-; ,'J'. I J'E Ofi' ,f} LI/JJA.. Jf.1, 

...... ~~!~~~-~-~ ... ................................ Crm nly. 

OJ !?CCI'!' COUR 'L', T.Y EQ U T'I'Y. 

Geo.r.g.e .. ~ .. C ro.ss .......... . ...... .. 

.... . ................. .. 0 9. mpJ_~ ~~P. :t. .•. 
/JS. 

Della .. l:i .lls Cr.o.ss .• . 

-..... 
= 

fl'iled inofficf' ... .... 2.9.'tA .............. .rla y of 

..... .... .... ·J-a-nu.-ary .... ............... J.IJ ... zo.. 
(' ' } I .,. u .. /.J...~.~ ..... 
· R egister. 

RECORDED 



/ 

2'..!.~'~1G ~ = '.,. C.RO-~S ~ 
O· mpl!!l.in .nt .. 

-VS'• .i.Y.. . l.A • 
Dr.LL(a. LlS OkOSS. 1\. LD~ !... OOU:HTY. 

)e£ert0~Mt. 

• ',l.st,n. 

o} ;din; tho fi1L'1 <t£ thi .. bil.l ant:. th ~t no ~uJ 
I 
I 

-t; y onn y(,;<;.r ~ t h:: -t~ th d. 

tn of 

ly pro-

o t on-

• 01 twenty-one , rs , 

lnut 

r.l111. ~"0 u. 

'h. t on . tc-. 1 t . -6th, ~17 , Bx .ton 

doxcn o.ni; d tld 

~- Elii ~PU. •• O nd 

.. o e~ort n .fl ... i b no? 

.r :roturnf. to li:: v~i th 1 ti;r.e . 

co:n i ' 
!1ono . r;b • (!O : "t ~ t .o sa1d 

c. f 'l!t.e.nt pa.d,y J:Ccpo ... c ·nt .• o thi bi~l cf l 

1 .... u.ndor ·c:ohe -p .... i~ls anti 1 Cllll'il tier. o... t.n .. g <tO;l>:t. 

~btl t upon a 11nul. h al"ing o:...: tllio ca.ttso • oomplaUumt prays 
• 

thnt your hono:.· . \illl ronder , ..lJtldP,e and. d.o.;,IJ:l.'OO tllat th bo dt. of 



• pago na~nr two­

tr1m0lll' hcretoforo oxiotinfl b tho c omPloino.n t • or :dto 

eros a .rmd ·the u.ofond.rm t . ,;olla. .U1ll.a Cr03!J . bo fo:roVCI' dicnol Vti 

·md tht1.t your ':umpl.ninont b tu permi ttod to c on"~>x·o.ct r.:!lr..,. 

• rclution, if bO co 1 .. .. And no 1n du.tr bouna. , h 1!11 

vor crcy, otc •• oto •• 
. ~ .... /-~/~--~ 
c::://d-z?v .-YU----

:for Co ln,.,,nt . 

00'' r..,..- '• "''ho doPon''rP:t1 .Jo:tln ··s.llti Cl'o·· .. ~ i•· :t'C't'"i-r--•J, 't,.f) lll'H:t or "'· ""~• ... ._t ...... •. ..• .. _ ~*-...i>l. ) • .. ,. IPk - • .:;. ... : . c__.. "-(\!. .... \ .. H - - -" iJ . ... 
L 

to 11 T.H!lli.~," both innl'l':Jt .• 
. ~· - / . 

L .. · ,• 

:t· O!!th, bcin""' h:aro'by C:J}.l'C'CC.l.) iSt:\.!LVO!\. • [I 

c-'~---A~ (~~~--·-c...--/2 ~ . ' .- . .-. 6----:"";---
,...-_1~. ~ 

• 

'--





8550 REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACATION. 

THE STATE OF ALA~AMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 1 
CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 

No . ............... .. .. .......................... ...... Term, 191 ...... .. 

............. r£. .. (1~····················································· H. Complalna n< ..... . 

vs . 

. dJL&a ?.nd4 ~ 
T. . ~h/f.-k.~~ .. ~ ... , 

Defendant.. .... 

In the above stated cause a Decree Pro Confesso having been taking against the Defendant, and evidence hav-

ing been taken, and th~ cause being ready for submission for final decree, and no defense having been interposed, the 

Complaiant, by 

to the Judge for final decree in vacation. 



7 
No.;l./.'J_ ......... . Page ... .... . ..... .. . ..... .... . 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 

••~••••••~•••u••••u• 
f) va. 

/1V~~~I 
I 

REQUEST FOR DECREE IN t 
VACATION. 

Filed ........... .c.2 .. ~--J.. .... (.L.,pf _____ t9h!. .. . 

..... 02 .. 2.lt..~~~.:. .. ~ ......... . 
c R . eg1ster . 

RECORDED 

Recorded in ........... ..................................... ...... Record 

Vol. ........... ... .............. Page ...................... ... . 

Register 

·' 

• 



8606 DECREE PRO CONFESSO OF PUBLICATION. Baldwin Times Print. 

-------------- TH:·~;~~~~Fc~~~~~~L ~:R~~~:~~~:;.~:~ 
vs . . ....................................•. .. ... ............... 1/?~ .. ~ ..... h.~ .. (f.~-~--- Defendant .. . .• ~ 

In this cause it appears to the Register .................... ............... ....... .................. that the or~er of publication here--
tofore made in this cause, was published for four consecutive weeks, commencing on the ... ....... . .... ?-: .. L.~ .... d a y of 

L~~· :~~ . ;. ···~~~~~-
a newspaper published in.~ .... ~.~$.~,Alabama, that a copy of said order was posted at the Court 

House door in ......... ................. ·· · · ············=T12~.County, on the ............... ....... ... .. ~ .. Z .. ~ ............... day of 

·················--~19.¥ . • ""--------------·····---····--···-················-··········· ---

And it now further appearing to the Register ........ ~t:?.:£.7.~ ........ , that the said 

....... ............................................................................. &~.k.~.~---········ ··· ·· ····· · 

having to the da te hereof fa ile d to demur, plead to or answer the Bill of Complaint in this cause, it is n ow, there-

fore, on motion of Complainant ... ... , ordered and decr eed by the Register ............... ...... .. ..................................... that the 

Dill of Comp la in t in thi5 caus e b e , and it hereby is in all things taken a s confessed agains t the said ..... ................. ... . 

/] lA~~ 
................................................ .................... ......... /V~;f.S..":.. .................................................................................... . 

This 

• 



THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 
Bald win County. 

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY 

£:;r~~ 

YS. 

YJ C~UL£-<.>~ZAL--~~ -··· .. ·---- -··. -- ------ ----------------

DECREE PRO CONFESSO ON 
PUBLICATION. 

Register. 

Recorded in ..... __ __________ . . Record 

RECO-RDED Vol. ___ _____ ____ Page ·--- __ __ ____ . 

Register . 
• 



8581 NOTE OF TESTIMONY. 

) 
A) vs. ' /) -1 - -

_____ f.{FL/-4-.. 2Z?~--·~· 
\ 
I · 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY. 

This ca use is submitted in b ehalf of Complainant upon the original Bill ~-·············· 

--;&;~c~,~~--
T---~---~----=- ~~=-~=::::::·:::= : : . -

a nd in behalf of Defendant upon ........ ·-···-·-······-·-············-······ ··-···-······--····-··-··-·-······-·-· -···-··-·-·-····- -·-·····---·--··-············-··-·-····· ··· 

·····--··-·r············f········-···-···············-········-····································· 
Register 



/ 

N o . .::b:.!..1:.c ........ . 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, I 
CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY. I 

uk.H~~mUU ~ 

NOTE OF TESTIMONY. 

Filed in Open Court this ......... ... !d. ............ . 
day of ...... &.~ ............................. tsJ.4.?. 

«.{})/~~~ 
R egaster 

l 

I 
I 



8558 DECREE OF DIVORCE. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. I No ..... 2I~r;······· · ········· 

Baldwin Times Pl"int. 

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 

· · ···· · ·· ·· ·· · · · ··········· · ··· · · ·· · · · · · ·· ····· ·· ·· · · · · ·· ·········· · ·· ·- -(~9-G-I'-~-6-·····Q~ . . (:;r-GIJS.,······················································ Complainant ..... . 
vs. 

······· ··· ························· ·············· ······················· I iel ·r·t····:-·"lll l r·· c r o s s ;;o·; ········ ··················· ···················· ·· Defendant ..... . 

This cause, coming on to be heard at this Term, was submitted upon the Bill of Complaint, decree pro confesso 

and testimony as noted by the Register; and, upon consideration thereof, the Court is of opinion tha t the Complainant 

is entitled to the re!ief prayed for in ...... ........... .. ......... ......... .. ..... ............. ............. ....... ................. .... ......... .. ................ ......... . . 

····· ······ ····· ··· ··· ········· ········································· ························· ······························h·iil·······: ............ said bill. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, Ordered, adjudged a nd decreed by the Court, tha t the bonds of matrimony heretofor e 

ex istin g between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are h e r eby dissolved, a nd the sa id ..................... . 

································· ··············-Gcro·r·-o···T···e r o B-fJ·; · ........ ........................................... .is forever divorced from the said 

··················································j)al·in···r.t:::·l:tt····ero·s·s i ..................... ~ ....................................... for a nd on account of 

· ·················· · · · ·· · ······ ·· · · · ···· · ······· ···V-olur1tt~ry···t•b"·rLd:0;·r · €!';='u·;··· · ······· · ······························································~ ··· · ······ ·· 

~ 

. .. .. ................. ......... ..................................................................... ... ..................................... as alleged in said Bill of Complaint; 

It is further ordered, that the said ............. GCiO"r:··a···'T"···c·ros l:r;········································································· 

be, and ... ....... h e is hereby permitted to again contract marriage, upon the payment of the costs of Court in this cause. 

It is further ordered, that the said ................ Ge(T!'-t'I'-G--·[I---C r-G-8-S.y··· ·· ··········-···················· ············· ····················· 

pay the coats herein taxed, for which execution may issue, and if such execution is returned "no property found," 

then execution for such costs may issue against the said ... . ··J]e·llu···· - -:~·1·1-::-~···-erObfJ-·;·· · ···· · ··· · ··· ··-····· ··· ·· · ·· ········ · ·· · ·· · · 

It is further ordered, adjudeed and decreed that said ··t}o·o-rge·· -~···-B:ro- ~f······· · · · ·· ········-····-········----········ ···· 

sh a H not again marry except to said ............... ... 1J<:rlla···. · · i-1-l-.:····erof:JIJ·;·········· ~ ·············· ·-·· · --· ··· · ···· · ····· · ··· · · · ········· · · · 

until sixty days after "this date, and that if an appeal is taken within sixty da ys she sha ll not m a rry again except 

to said .... ----········-····· ···-neT!:a···;:i lin·········Cro-st;·;·······--·-···-············--·-··----·····-··during the pe!'dency of said appeal. 



No ........ 2 .1.1 ....................... . 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

CIRCUIT COURT IN EQUITY. 

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALA. 

= I 

.......................•...... GGo-l:-f'..{}-- -~'···Cl'EH-+· -; ········ · · · · ~ 

~ 

i 
.............................. .I.r:.llD ... -.illL ... CrO.LL:.y··· 

vs . 

---

DECREE OF DIVORCE. 

. ~ 

Filed in office this ..... ~ .......... . 
day of ........ ~ ..................... 1~. I 
.... :0.{!-···'-r··"···=:~.::: ....... c .............. c ... ~ 

R egister. I; 
{. 

~~ I 
E. 0. M ........... ~······ · ···· ·· ······· · ········ · ·············· · ··· · · · :· · ·· ···~~ 

(~?j~) 
t)Vt it u.;t;:o " 

\ 

lq 
I 

,. 



GEORGL ~. CROSS, 
Con •. ~lainant , 

vs . 
DELL\ CR033, 

Roo1Jonicn~. 

D~ B UITY. 

Ill ':.'l! ' O:CRCUI'2 CC.~ lD.~ OF B LDHIN 

Inte:cror;a torieo to be pr opou.mled to C. r· . ED. :UIDS , 

above entitled cauoe. 

lat . Axe you personally ao(}:u.,,1n.tod ;i -l;h the rn~.xtie9 to this 

suit? I:f so, ho'.-; lo!lg .hc.ve y .. )U kno· .n thom? AJ.•o they 11 ving tceether 

not7? "thc1·o c1o they ro:Jide? 

2nd • Hm! long h o.o D.·. OroBs beer! li vinr, in Alab .. ~m."l, ·bo 

of t .-onty- ona y ea.:t.•a a~ t he 1)eg i m linz oi' this :~ee.r when bhie hill Tros 

filed? 

~" Aro the paxtio~ ·iio thio canso living togethor now? 

If you suy tlu;, t thoy ha vo scpru.•a"'iiod , how long N:t vo they ueor.. J.i ving 

a.pa1•t'? lias eho :t~o·tu.1·netl. to him oiuoe ohe left him in Decomhcr ~ 1917'? 

Io you1· acc.uaintanco .. i th hio ouch tltlt if his .d±'e het?l l'Oturned to 

him you ·1ou1c1 : ave known it? 

name of 

livinr; at , Alabaoa. as e ouitable 

coiDl!lisoioncr to take t:1e testimony in this ct".use of vJitness'i:ls Ec1.'\'Je.rds 

2-nd Boll, l'Ooidin.g t:.:li .Plonaton, Alaba..rna. , Ina \':itneos V.'illiama , roci,, ing 

e.t B:ro-rrton . .. \lsbo.ma• 



The St· to of alnbnm~ , 

Bcld~:in County , Ci rcuit Co~rt i n ~!uity . 

Co ·l"~ ~in· nt. 
Geo~gc ':' Uros .... /~s Dell I illE' eros .... . Dcf __ d nt . 

_ ot ion iL hereby Ill de for e. De e:re .P:.·o co ... feE so agc.LI._ t 

Dcllu llillE Crosr , Dofcm ant, i11 the c.l)ovc st._.tod cam c , on the ~round 

that , 1oro th"'n thirty days h vc clus-lcd since service by ~ ublication 

i n tho B l u . i n ~· in. s a neW'S pu or publi_ged 

,,af' had upon saio. a. !em. nt; a11d th t Laia. orv JCO by • ublicati on 

\ [l., h8d nc<·Ol·dinz ij() 1• ';! , Uld th· t S . d d fOll( ant has f i.L d tO 
/ 

e ur,ple"d to or "n er th, bill of Complaint in tl i~ c u~e 

to this anj;o/ 

~hi 5th , dcy of April ,19,,0 . . ~ 

--~---------------
Solicito:!.·c fo1 t.,o .. pl iw.nt . 
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LEON G . & W . E . BROOKS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

BR E W T ON, AL A. 

sept. 24, 1920 

Mr. T. W. Ri~hereon, 
~ay n inet te, Ala. 

Dea r Sir:-

My fee for taking the test imony in the 
case of George T. Cross vs. n e lla Crose has been paid 
to me by Mr. Rickarby, and he r equ ests that I not i fy 
you so that my charges will no t be en t er e d as a pa rt 
of the costs in the case. 

LGB/m 



8564 APPLICATI ON FOR ORAL EXAMINATI ON. FOR 5Alt OV GLO. 0. BARNARD & CO., ~T. LOUI5. - S-lf--

1'11.1!-' S1'.t11'E {JJr' .tlL .!LB.tlJ1f.tl, l 
va~ ~ .... / .. ~d: ................................................................... Coun l!J. J 

G'JHG'U11' COUR1', I N EQUI1'l' . 

~.Ee:~ ·-······· · · l Co-mplainant ..... . 

Al m "~· ~ ) 
............ "'{!.~ .......... ~--········· ···· ·· · ···· · n;;;;;a;;;;;·· 

V'o ............................ . 

,\'ow oo•ne. tho (lt?:rw~u ·· ····· -~ 
Sulit:itor of H ecord, c~ncl uwl.:cs a ppl icalion to the He[jislcr of saicl Co~u·t lo i sstw a Co ll bm ission to lak e the lcsli- I 
m ony in said ccm se, Ol' oral e. ~:antination, of the following ncunccl witness .. &, who reside within the State of 

, / lauama: 

R /'.'S f IJI'.'N('E OF 11 '1'/'.YESS. 

········ · ···················~································:················· 

Solioitor )'or ............ ~ 
T h r•. IJIJJiicclllf j'or said Oral /~'.m lllinalion i s lt creb,IJ required to g'it:e in lt'rii'ing ......... ~ ............. clay:> notice 

lltl'rcof, before /h e e.t'aJIIillafion is lake11 , fo the aclver:>e ·•;arl11 or to - s t· ·t . f R · · · ,. u' ········ .... ·· ... .. . ... ... . . o LC~ 01 •..••••. o . er:ord, 1 f etllw r 

re·icle ...... in th i• District, but if neither reside th erein th e notice m a 11 be tJ1' 0 n 11 l'' t. tl 0 d E 
· u , · "' ' ,.'/ en 'Yon te r er ook of tlw 

Clerlc. 



"'o .............................. . 
1'Hli S 1'.t1TE OF .!1L/1B.!l.J11.11, 

.............................................................. County. 

CIRCUI T COUR1', IN EQUI TY. 

/I.PPLIC/l1'ION FOR OR.!l.L 

EX.!l.AIIN .!lTI ON. 

c:z /'l 
~ ............... <!'. .. ~·············· ····· 

0 ... . e 
L .... ~ ... 22?d4 ........ ~ 

FilW. in t• tkl. ..... ~ ............... . 
day of .............. l£..~7.~ .................. 19 .. 2;?2. I 

···~v~Jl .. t/..4~:.~ 
t 1 Register. 
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Aft er 5 days, return to 
LEOX G. TIROOKS, 
:nm·:~TO~, AL.l.. 

Ge o. T. Cross 
vs. 

Della Cross. 

--------------
De-cos it ion of 
c. ""vt. Edwards a nd 
H. L. Wigg ins . 

:.1r • T • V• • P ic he rs oi'l , 

Re~ i s te r of t he C ircu it Cou. rt , 

Bay Hinbtte, 

Alabama . 

i ....... --. " ... ....... 
~· 



... 

GEORGE T. CROSS, 
Complainant, 

vs. 
DELLA CROSS, 

Respondent. 

NO. 

IN EQUITY. 

IN 'rliE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN 

COUNTY, ALABAMA. 

Deposition of ~eorge ~. Cross, witness for complainant in 

the above en~i~led cause, said witness having been by me first duly 

sworn to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 

and the parties to this cause having had notice of the time and place 

of this examination, testified as follows: 

GEORGE T. CROSS. 

I am the complainant in this cause. I am over the age of 

twenty-one years, and when this bill was filed was residing in Fair­

hope, Baldwin County, Alabama. Since that time I have moved to Calvert 

in Mobile County. I was married on June 28, 1914, to the respondent 

at Walnut Hill, Florida. She is over the age of t wenty-one years and 

resides out of the State of Alabama. We came to Alabama about six 

months after our marriage and have lived in Alabama since then and up 

to Demember 26, 1917. Part of the time we lived in ruob ile, part in 

Baldwin and part in Escambia Counties, but the actual separation took 

place in Wilc·ox County where we were temporarily staying. She left me 

of her own accord and went back to live with her father in Florida and 

has neve1' been back since.. I have seen her once or twice since then 

but only just to speak to her, and we have never resumed marriage 

relations. We have been living separate and apart since December, 1917, 

now a little more than two years. She had no just cause for leaving 

me and has never asked to come back. I am now and have been all my 

life, a bona fide resident of the State of Alabama. 

/ fJ Y~rr~ 



I, Natalie c. Torbert, the commissioner in the 

commission hereto annexed, i s sued out of the Honorable the Circuit 

Court of 3aldwin County , Alabama, in the case of George T. Cross 

ve1·sus Della M. Urosa, on the 29th day of September , 1920, 

hereby certify that under and by virtue of the powers conferred 

upon me by sa id commission I called and caused said witness herein-

before rrrentioned to come before me at 1010 Van Ant1":erp Bu~lding , 

Mobile , Alabama , on this d~; that said witness was made known to 

me to be the v>i tness named in the commission; that he was duly 

sworn by me as here inbefor e stated; and his testimony was taken 

down by me and reduced to writing in as nearly the exact language 

of said witness a s might be, and that he attached his signature to 

his depo si tion in my presence. I further certify that I am not 

of counsel or of kin to either party to this suit, not am I an 
anywise inter ested in the outcome of the sa.ri!e • 

Witness my hand this the 30th day of Se:ptembe _· , 1920. 

aa-~ vY ~~ 
Commissioner. 



COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION. - (Box 649.) MARSHALL & BRUCE CO., NASHVIUE 

The State of Alabama } C IRCUIT couRT. 

~~=~~~~~~ct- ~'v~s~~~-

or such of you as may act h erein, o[,. .. _. ... 22 .. Zd4.~ ............................. County, State of 

........ ~~-~ ........... , Greetind : 

K.NO W YE, That we, reposinJ! confidence in your inte_grity, skill, and ability 

have appo · ted you Com,missioners to take the t estimony of ....................................................................... ........... . 

................ :. ........ .............................. £e~-~ ............. : ....................................................................................................... .. 

e hereby authorize and empower you to call and caz"se to come 

bef ore you ....... ..... ............................................. £..~.~ .............................................................................................. . 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... the said 

~--H-witness .......... aJUi _ _ L~..d.ep.fl.siii&Jl, ...... =on the Holy_ Evangelists to talce, as well for the 

~~ ~S,:",;g!h~~~ r;~~;;~ ~n ~!~~c:~";J. -~},~~},~;~~:.":~~"::!: 
taken, shall be signed by said witness ......... and certified by such of you Con~missioners 
as may act herein; and you are further commanded, the deposition, when so taken, 
with this commission, to return under your hands and seals to the Clerk of said 
Court, with all convenient speed, and any one or more of you Comn~issioners, are 

aut;~:~::s t:::a:l;~:h:::1:_~qi~es.day of ~ .19fJ=D 
/ Witness' Fees, - - - $ ........................................ {l}\/1~ 

1 

Commissioners' Fees, $#Af{;;ll~ m ••• l::l,.(t_~_f/. .~~- --···Clerk. 
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DIRECTIONS: 
TO THE COMMISSIONERS IN EXECUTING AND RETURNING THE COMMISSION. 

1. If the t ime and place of executing the commission are not named ther ein, the Commissioners will subpoena the 

witness to appear before them at such time and place as they may appoint, and administer the oath to witness. 

2. Either the Commissioners, witness, or some iml)artia I persons,_})]lJSt reduce the answer of witness to writing, as 

near as may be in the language of the witness. 

3. State the caption of the cause at the beginning, ancl then the following heading or titltl :' 

By virtue of the Commission hereto anncxe?, issued from the office of t he Clerk of the Circuit Court of _____________ _ 

County, State of Alabama, we, the Commissioners t herein named, haYe called and caused to come before us the said A B, 

the witness named In said commission, on this ______ day of ____________ l 9L_, at the ____________ ; and having duly cautioned 

and sworn the said witness to speak the truth, the whole t ruth , and nothing but the truth, A B, the said witness. deposeth 

andsaitilils follows: 

Fil·st.- To first interrogatory he saith : 

.Second.-To second interrogatory he saith: 

F irst.-To first cross-interrogatory he saith: 

4. When the deposition is finished, it must be subscribed by the witness and certified as follows: 

We, C D and Ill F, the Commissioners In said commissi<>n named, do hereby certify that the foregoing testimony and 

answers, taken down and written by us in the words of the witness, A B, were read oYer to him ; that he assented, swore 

to, and subscribed the same In our presence, at the time and place herein mentioned: that we ba ,.e personal knowledge 

of the personal identity of said witness [or, if unacquainted with the witness, that proof hath been made before us of 

the identity of the said witness] ; that we are not of counsel or kin to either of the parties to said cause, nor interested 

in the event thereof. And we inclose the said testimony, together with snic1 commission and the interrogatories, direct 

and cross, to the said Clerk of the Circuit Court whence th e same emanated, as our full execution of said commission. 

Given under our hands and seals, this ______ day oL _______________ l9L_ 

- --------------- - - ----- - -- [L. S.] 

r --------------------------[L. S.) 

Next unite the commissions, interrogatories, and answer s together, with wafers or tape ; seconn, envelope all, sealed 

with three seals ; third, write each Commissioner 's name across ~nell seal; and, fourth, write on t he envelope the names 

of the parties and witnesses, and direct it t hus : 

CD v. E f 

To ............................ .................................................... Esq. , 
CL£RK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

DtPOSITION Of 

AB 

····-···································· .... County, Ala. 

~The package rnay by sent by rnaU or private conveyance. 



Lar&est Weekly Circula~ion in .South Alaban1a 

$a9 ...Altn.ette, ..Ala., 

·-
vc :~o ::: , 

c1ln - ill- ~oc , o ..,- . .:.n. !.lt. ·::.o::c · Jtonc 1 

THE BALDWIN TIMES 
ABNER J. SMITH, PROPR. 

FINE JOB PRINTING. BEST ADVERTISING MEDIUM 
PROMPT SERVICE. LOWEST PRICES. LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE 

All Billa Muat Be Paid Within 30 Days 

... o _ -- -.._, o· .. .; l.on.:.. .. o;:;ic Clh _ o·::.ico i _ 
r_:_•imon 5. 1 1::;. UCG 0:' J:..:1UO.l":· :10 i:,h D. •tl -·'CDl"U:..~:;.,~­
l2t,:1, 1. th, 1 9:-'0 

r.lu:~l l::-1 

.Jth, 

20 -\.-o _.' n :.... 1 i!o..&,.d_ ......... .. ..... . .. . .. . ... . . S:oo 



OFFICIAL ORGA N ,.OR P U BLICAT I ON O F A L L COU NTY ADV~RTISING CIRC ULATION GUARANT~ED TO BE TH il LARGI!:ST IN DA L.CW I N COUNT Y 

THE BALDWIN TIMES 
ABNER J . SMITH, PROPRIETOR 

DEVOTED TO THE INTEREST OF BALDWIN COUNTY AND HER PEOPLE 

P UBLISH ED E V ERY THURS D A Y 

Notice to Non-Residents. · 

~Gecr"'C Thomas Cross, Complainan t , 
~ ~~la Mill11 Cross, Defendant. 

The St:tt e o.f Alabama, Baldwin 
County. In Equity. Circuit 
Court of Ba ldwin County. 
Ia this cause it being made to ap­

pear to the Judge of t his Cour t, in 
Term t:me, by t he affidavit of N. C. 
Stone , one o.f the member s of the 
firm of Stone and Stone, Att orneys, 
a nd agent for George Thomas Cross, 
the complain:).n t, thu ~ the Defendant, 
Della Mills Cro5s, is a non-resident of 
the State of Alabam!l, a nd when last 
heard f r om r esided in Walnut Hill , 
F lorida, nnd f urther, that in the b~­
lief of said a ff' ant the Defendant IS 
over t he age of 21 yea r.> ; it is there­
fora or dered that pubt;cation be made 
b1 the Baldwin Times, a newsp:l]Jet· 
published in Bay lYI'nette, Ba ldwin 
County, Alabama, once a week f or 
four consecutive weeks, requiring t he 
said Della Mills Cr oss to answe1· or 
demur to the Bill of Complaint in this 
cause by the .20th day of February, 

11920, or after thirty therefrom a de-
cr ee Pro Confesso may be taken 
against her. 

This 26th daY. of January, 1920. 
T. W. Richerson, 

Register Circuit Court, Equity Side, 
Baldwin County, Ala. 50-4t 
Stone and Stone, 

Solicitors for Complaina nt . 
·- ----

SUBSCRIPTION: $1.00 PER YEIIR IN ADVANCE AOVERl iS I NG R ATES O N A PPLIC A T ION 

TELEPHONE No. 7 , LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 

BAY MINETTE, ALA., 

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF ALABAMA, 
BALDWIN COUNTY. 

ABNER J. SMITH, being duly sworn, deposes and 

says that he is the PUBLISHER of THE BALDWIN TIMES, a 

Weekly Newspaper published at Eay Minette, Baldwin 

County, Alabama; tha t the n ot i ce h ereto attached of 

vs 

Was published in said Newspaper for_l__ consecut i ve weeks 

in the ~ollowing issues: 

Vol. ::..o No. f)O 

' ' ' ' second ' ' :::>tL , 19;_0 Vol. ~0 No. t.-1 

' ' '' third Vol. ;)0 No . 5:3 ' ' ] 'Jtl" . . 

' ' ' ' fourth ' ' Vol . _ ' 1 ._. _ 1 No. __ =--

"""' Subscribed and sworn 

Publish er. 

'\ 



COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION. rBox 649.) MARSHALL &. BRUCE CO •• NASHVILLE 

CIRCUIT COU RT • The State of Alabama, ~ 

............................ .Jlal.dW.tn.,. ......................... COVNTV. ) ...................... E:::.~V..l~X ..................................... Division . 

To ............ L.~.QA .... G. ... ]:+..Q.Q.k~.t ...................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

••••••• • • .• •••••••••••• •• .••••. . •••.. . • . ....••....•.•••• • • •••••.•••...• •.•.••..•.••..••. • • •••••• • • •• •••••••••••••• r. •••••••••••••••••••• •• •• •• .. •••••.••.•.•• • .••••• • •••••• •••••.••.•......•.•. . • . .•... • .. • •.•..••....••. •••••••• •••• ••••... •••.• •••......•••••••.• 

................................................................................................................................................................................................................. ................................................. 
' 

or such of you as may act herein, of. ............................................... "f?.~.±.CJ:VJ. .i..P.: ........................ County, State of 

............................ A~abama .. , ........................................ , Greetin~ : 

K .NO W Y E, That we, reposinJ! confidence in your inte~rity, skill, and ability 

have appointed you Commissioners to take the testimon y of ....................... v ............... ; .......................................... . 

9. .. ~.w.~.g,~-~.r.9:.~ . .t.. .......... ~.P.-.9: .... ;a~J.l, ..... :r.~.~J .. c;1J.:r+K ... ~-~ .. Jrl9.~.~~-9.P..,.A~~~~~-i~~'Lx.17'..~J.4JP.:K. 
a t Br ewton , Al £< • .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

t · l ·t e s · ·t d · · Circuit rr t ma erz,a wz, n ess .. ....................... z,n a su z, now pen z,n~ z,n our ....................... ....................................................... vour 

of ........ .... ~.~-;!,_4.~?. -~.P. ...................................... County, wherein .................................................................................................................................. .. 

. ....................... .......................................... ........................ G.e.ar.g.e .... ~1 
..... C.r.a ss .................................................................................... ................................ .. 

Plaintiff ...... , and ....................................................................................................... .......................................................................................................... .. 

................................ ..................................... ................ .D.e.l .i.a .... C.~Q.!?..~ .. ............................... .......... ...................................................................................... .. 

Def endant ....... , and we hereby authorize ct:nd empower you to call and cause to come 

bef ore you .. C .... W.JU.dw.a.:r..d~.~ ........ B.~.l.l .... a:.o/~:;,;:.a.~~-.................................................................................................... . 

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... the said 

witness .. f? .. f!? .. and ...... ~h~.t~ .... .... deposition ......... on the Holy Evan~elists to take, as well for the 

.......... Q.<?.0.P+..~.i..P.:~.!l.~ .............. as f or the ....................... . ... , ......................... touchin~ .............. ~.P..~.~ -~ ................. knowledife 
of the matters and things in controversy in said suit, which deposition , when so 
taken, shall be si~ned by said witness ......... and certified by szwh of you Commissioners 
a s may act herein; and you are furth er com1nanded, t he deposition, when so taken, 
with this commission, to return under your hand s and seals to the Clerk of said 
Court, wi th all convenient speed, and any on e or more of you Commissioners, are 
authorized to act alone in the premises. 

Witness m y hand, this ........... g.?..~ .!:: .................. day of. ............................. ~-~-~Y.. .. ? .... } .. ~.?..9. .. ~ ..... 191 ........ .. 

Witness' Fees, - - - $ ...................................... .. 

Commissioners' Fees, $ ....................... .............. .. .. ..................................... ............ Cleric. 

·-. 



GEORGE T. CROSS , 
Complainant , 

no . 
n: '3 ,JJI TY • 

vs. 
DELLA CROSS, 

Respondent . 

IN ::i:EE CIRCUI T COURT OF BALD·:nN 

COU: TY , AI.a..d.BA1.:A· 

Interrogatories to be propounded to 
<X ' t 

BELL , and H. 1 . · .. 'f:::JP' v:i tnesses 

C. h" . ED··. A .... TtDS , 

for complainant in the 

above entitled cause . 

1st . A:re you persona lly acquainted \:i th the partie s to this 

suit? If so, how long have you knor;n them? .A:re they living together 

now? 'here do they reside? 

2nd . How long has I.:r . Cros s been living in Alabt'..ma , to 

your kno':. ledge? In \,hat Count ies? Were both parties over the age 

of t \Jent y-one years at the beginning of this year r:hen this bill was 

filed? 

3rd . Are the parties to this c ause living togeth er now? 

If you say t hat they have s eparated , hov: long have they been living 

apart? Has she returned to him s i nce she left him in December , 1917? 

Is your acquaintance \. i th h im such that if his v;ife had returned to 

him you v.ould .!· a ve knovm it? 

Co~lain~ests the '"'me of ~ ft.,. /~ 
living at ~ , Alabama , as a suitable 

commissioner to take the testimony in this cause of i'.'i tnesses E~':.v. ards ry,: . . 
t~..nd .aell , residing a t Plomaton , Alabama , and witness 'Ni'JA;;;s, residing 

? 

at ..B rev.rton, Alabama . 



GEORGE T. CROSS , 

C Ol~LA 0 ANT , 

vs. 
DELLA CROSS , 

HESPONDEHT. 

. . 

. . 

. . 

n; Tl!E c IRO.~ IT C<l'RT OJ 

BALD'Vr;: CaJNTY, ALABK~A, 

I ;I Eq.J ITY. 

By virtue of the comrniss ion hereto annexed, issued from the 

off ice of the Reg is ter of said Court, in E~u ity, I, the C ommi9s ion-

er therein named, have called and caused to come bafore m- t ~e 

said C. W. Ed•.vards and H. L. Wiggins, the w itness3s named in said 

commission, on this t he 6th day of September, 1920, at my off ice 

in the City of Bre .. vton, Alabama; and having duly cautioned and 

sworn the said witnesses to speak the truth, the whole truth, and 

nothing but tha truth, C. W. Edwards and II. L. Wiggins, the said 

witnesses, deposeth and saith as follows: 

: 



Witness C. W. Ed~.Vards, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

'l'c the first ir:terrogatory he saith: 

I am personally acquainted ·v ith G. T. Cross and Della 

~ross. I h a ve knovm G. T. Cross about 14 years; I have known 

D~lla Cross abou t 3 years. ~ they are not now living 

tof,"ether. G. T. Cross yes ides in Alaban:a, I do not know his 

exact place of residence. I do not know where ])ella cross now 

restides. 

To the second interr·ogatory he saith: I 
Mr. Cross has been living in .Alabama ever since I have 

known him. Both of the part iea to the suit wex·e over 21 years 

of age at the beginning of this year. 

To the third interrogatory he !'3aith: 

'l'he parties to this suit are not now 1 iv ing togethex. 

They seg!;f·ated in December 1 'JJ..7 . Della Cross has not retu1·ned 

to G. T. Cross to live with him since she left him in December, 

1917. Yes, my a.cqu a intance \lith- these part: ies is suarh that if 

his wife had returned I would have known it. 

--~hL-~---



Witness H. L. Wiggins, being first dUly eworn, deposes a.'l'ld says: 

To the first interroga.to1·y he saith: 

I am personally acquainted with the parties to this au it. 

T have known G. T. Cross for about 20 years; and I have known 

nella Cross ever sinc e she married G. T. Cross . They are n ot 

now living together. G. T. Cross resides in Baldwin County, 

Alabaua. I don'~ know where Della Cross resides. 

To the second interrogato1y he saith: 

Mr .. Cross has been living in Alabama. all of his life. 

Nearly all of the t 1me he has 1 ived in Escamb ia. County, bot 

more recently he has resided in Balc!w in County. Both parties 

were over the age of 21 years at the beg jnn ing of this year. 

To the third interrogatory he saith: 

The parties to the suit are not now living together. 

They have been 1 iving apart since December, 1 '117 • Della Cross 

has not returned to live with G. T. Cross since she left him 

in December, 1 917 • My acquaintance is su oh that if his wife 

had returned I would have known it. . 

J>7Y !t'fl.f ~ -- --:;; --------



I, Leon G. Brooks, the commissioner in saUl commission named, 

do hereby certify that the foregoing test i.mony and answers, tak-en 

down by me in tha words of the ·vitness£Js, C. w. Ed.,varda and H. L. 

Vliggins, were read over to them; that they assented, swore to and 

subscribed the same in my presence, at~ -the tima and place herein 

mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of the personal identity 

of said •vitnesses; that I am not of counsel or kin to either of 

the parties to said cause, nor interested in t:te evant thereof. 

And I enclose the said testimony, togeth3r •.vith said commis­

sion and the inter·rogatories, direct and cross, to the said Regis­

ter of the Circuit Court. inEquity, whence the same emanated, as 

my full execution of said commission. 

Given under my h~nd and seal this the 14th day of Septembdr, 

1920. 

~ cf_ /IY~· tseall 


