
8 581 NOTE OF TESTIMONY. 

------------·····---.J.ohn. .. Dani.el .. B.all_,_ ____________________________ ___ _ 

vs. 

_____ ___ ___ ..N.ell.i.e ... .Gr.ay ... liall ........................................... . 

) 
\ 
I 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY. 

This ca use is s u bmitted in b ehalf of Compla inant UJ:On t he original Bill of Compla int, ------ ------------------·-----------

- - -·-- - ------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

and in b ehalf of Defenda nt upon ... anawar. ... a.ncl ... C.r.Q ~.S ... b..:i.l.l. ..•. d..~,P.O. .~_i_J;_t9.rt .. __ g_:f. ... W..:ht.P:~.e.~.~-~-'---· ·· 
as follows : T .M.Green, George Green,Mr s . Nellie Gray Hall , Ernest Biggs, 

Dewitt Drew, Mary Wil s on, 1rrs . John L Gray,Joe King,John Langham , 
-~·•••••oo . ...,,.. ..... --·••••••...,••••• •·••••••••••• •••••• •·• • ••••••••••••·•••••••••••• ••••-•••- ••-•• • •••••••••••••••-•••••••• •••••••••••••• •••••• •·•••••••••••·•-••••• ••••••••••••• •••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••o•oOoOOooooooouooo--•·-

R. M.Chambless 'l'homas .N Gentry, F • .l!' .Little . 
- -··-··-·---·-·-·············-\--,········-············--····-··-·····---··-·········-······--··--··································-··········-····························································· 
Als o a greement Sbetween Solicitors l!'iled ~y 29th ;920, and -~ 
record in the c ause . . .................... ':f.. .. ~- ··· · ····-···---······-········--········ 

' Regist e r 



No .. ?.~.?..~ ................ .... . 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN EQUITY, 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY. 

John Daniel hall , 

va. 

Mr s . Nellie Gr ay hall . 

NOTE OF TESTIMONY. 

File d in Open Court tbis ..... f!.~."t.:P.. .•......................... 

day of . ......... J.U....lY. ......... l~?.Q..L ........ ....... l91 ...... . 

Register 

I 

t 



JOHN DANIELL HALL, 
Complainant. 

-vs-

NELLIE GREY HALL, 
Defendant. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT-EQUITY SIDE 
STATE OF ALABAMA 

BALDWIN COUNTY 

No.~ 

TO RON. T. W. RICHERSON, REGISTER IN CIRCUIT COURT-EQUITY SIDE. 

In accordance with that certain agreement entered into between 

the Solictors for Complainant and the Solicitor5for Respondent this day 

a1d t~is day filed with your office, you are hereby requested to forth
publish the testimony and 

withjforward all papers, orders, decrees and testimony in the above sty-

led cuase to the Judge of this Honorable Court for final decree. 

July 28th., 1920. ~~ -: .~ 
~~/~-

' Solictor for nepsondent 



~- U2 
1iliQUEST FOR SUBMISSION 
fN VACATION BY AGREEMENT. 

Fil ed in this office this 

July 28th • • 19 20. 

fl~ 
' ( 

Register. 



-

-----------------------% JOHN DANIEL L HALL, ) 
C omp laina.nt. ) 

) 
-vs- ) 

) 
NELLIE GREY HALL, ) 

Defendant. ) 
) 

-----------------------X 

--

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT-EQUITY SIDE 
STATE OF ALABAMA 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

No. 217. 

Agreement between Soliotors for Complainant 
and Respondent. 

It is hereby mutually agreed between, Stone & Stone, Solici-
"flh 

tors for the complainant, John Daniell Hall, and Samuel c. Jenkins~1 1 
Solioitor ~ for the defendant, Nellie Grew Hall, as follows:-

That the original Bill of complaint in this cause filed be 

and the same is hereby amended by striking therefrom that portion of 

the prayer for relief that reads as follows; 

" ••• that your Honor will render, adjudge and decree that 
the complainant have the custody, care and control of said 
female child, Eva May Hall." 

and that the answer and cross-bill of the respondent be and the same 

is hereby amended by striking therefrom that portion of her answer as 

is designated paragraph "Fifth:" and that portion of the prayer for 

relief in the answer and cross bill on last page of same which reads 

as follows; 

"" •••• and that said complainant may be required to pay to 
this respondent alimony in accordance withnhis ability and 
the condition and station in life of the respective parties." 

The triie·' intent of this agreement being to withdraw on the 

part of the complainant all demands and prayers for custody of said 

child as named in bill and that defendant and respoddent withdraws all 

demands for alimoP,y "pendente lite" and attorneys fees and for perma

nent alimony as against the complainant. 

IT IS ALSO AGREED that all of the testimony heretofore taken in 

this cause by the Register in pursuance of order of reference of this 

court, which testimony covers matters properly coming up on the reference 

and also by agreement the merits of the case, shall be disregarded as to 

the portion thereof relating to alimony, both pendente lite and perma

nent and attorneys fees but shall be accepted as the evidence in the case 



---
..._ -page two- i""""--o. 

inso:... .... r as it rela'tiea to the merits thereof; .. hat same to be aonsidered 

as if taken by a duly appointed commissioner on a duly appointed time 

for the taking of testimony as to the merits. 

It is further agreed that this cause be submitted for final de

cree in vacation and that the Register be requested to forthwith forward 

all papers pertaining to this cause to the Judge of this Court for fin-

al decree. 

Dated this July 28th., 1920. ~d'~ 
SOLICTORS FOR COMPLAINANT. 

• - J.~-rq ,_. 

lr::! f 'J f- ;u;/V- r / . r g o/k 
SOLICITORS FOR DEFENDANT. 



AGREEIIIDNT :BETWEEN 
Solictors for Complainant 

a.nd 
Soliotor for Respondent 

Fil ed this July 28th. , 1920. 

Jf 
' Register. 

( 



8587 SUMMONS-Original. 

THE S T ATE OF AL_ABAMA, 
BALDWIN COUl~ITY. 

T o a ny Sheriff of the State of Alabama-GREETING: 

Baldwin Times Print. 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, 
IN EQUITY. 

WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon .......... lie.l~i.a. ... Gr.ay. .. .b.all .,. ......................................................... . 

··· ········································---------·--·········--· ··-···························-· · ·-----····-···········-····· ·········· ··············· ·······--·- ·······--------·········--·········-

of ........... .. WJJ.G.Q.~---··············· ······· · ··· ···· · ·· · ····County, to be and appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of 

B a ldwin County, exercisin g Chancery jurisdiction, within thirty days after the service o f Summons, and there to 

an&wer, p lead or demur, wihout oat~, to a Bill of Complaint late ly exhibited by .............................. .................... ................. . 

.............................................................. J.Q.~_p ___ pgg_:h~_;l,. ____ .ft_~;;:!, J. ..•..................................... - .................................................. . 

agains t said ...................................... .. ..... ............................................................ ............................................................. .......... . 

................................................................ N.~l.li.~ .... G.t§:Y .. .Hall., ........................................................................................ . 

and fur ther ~~d perfoJ:.~XL.what said Judge shall o>'de and direct-in bar behalf-. - And fhis the said Defeo a nt 

sha ll in no wise omit, under penalty, e t c. And we further command that you return this writ with your endor sement 

there on, to our said Court immediat ely upon the execution ther eof . 

WITNESS, T. W. R icherson, ~egister of said Circuit Court, this . ...... .. 2.'Zth., ............. day o f ... J-&n-Ua.~y..1 ....... . . 

............. .... ..... ... ... ......... ... 19 1 .... .... . 

/'\ / / ' I 

--· -- -- -~-~----Y.-. .. ~!. .. ,~ --v..~7:":.'!.::.:. ... ~ ................... . 
Regis ter. 

N . B.- Any party defendant is ent itled to a copy of the bill upon application to the ~egister. 

I 
-· 



copy on Nellia Gray ·Hall . 
Serve jn ......................................................... ...... ...... . 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, 

IN EQUITY. 

No ............ ...... ...... ........ . 

SUMMONS. 

............ J.o.hn .. n.an.igl .. .li~.l.l ........................... . 

············ ·················--···-··············-------:(::-:-:::":"'.·.: .. ~.--: .. : ........ . 

vs. 

................... -N.~~~-~-~---·gE~i!. ... ~~~-~--~ ---················ 

····· ·······-----------··········-----·-·······-·---·····-----------······-··········· 

............. s t .o.ne ... and ... ::.t.o.n...~. ~---··· ···· ················· · 
Solicitor for Complainant. 

Recorded in Voi ........... .... ......... ... Page ........... ... ..... .. . 

tf!. --:~ ( 
, ~ 1"-VV .. ,..( '/? P?'l /f:C..~ ~i-' V-:-t.e( 
~A...cU-Cc~~ ~ c 

f 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

Received in office this ... .. ... ............... ........... . 

d ay of .. ................ ........................................ 191 ....... . 

·························-····································· ·· ····· si:~~iif: ·· ·· 

z:•outod ~hi• Jf . doy ; 

. ... 7.4 ................................................... 1~---· 
by leavin g a copy of the within Summons with 

.L.+..d.!.u. .. ct!~ .. L.':~ ........... . 
Defenda nt 

____ w_a __ lr .. ??i~~-f~---············· · ············ 
Sheriff 

By ······························································· ················· 
Deputy Sheriff . 



JOHN DANIEL HA.LL , 
Complainant. 

-vs-

NELLIE GRAY HALL, 
Defendant. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT-EQUITY SIDE. 

' STATE OF ALABAMA. 

BALDWIN COID~TY 

Comes the compla inant in the above styled cause and for answer 

to the Cross Bill of the Complainant in this cause filed, sayeth:-

FIRST:-

Tbecomplainant denies each and every paragraph of section Six 

from one to three inclusive and de~ands~~: 

Solicitors for Complainant. 

' 



---------------------x 
JOHN Dli1'IELL HALL , ) 

Compl ainant. ) 
) IN T~ cr-.CUIT COURT- B4L.D,;IU COUrTY. 

-vs - ) ST-~T~ 0..:' ~b.l.rb.-H~ E>ctUI:'Y. 
) 

!i~LLI ..... GRAY &LL, ) 
· Defendant . ) 

No. ------
---------------------x 
TO THill HONORb.BLE , THE CIRCUIT COU T , BALDWI N COUHTY , S-tUITY SIDE , A.l'W 
TIU HOIJOMBLi JOllli .D. !..~IGH , JU.JG....: T!Lil:1.&0F , H. E""UITY SITTII?G :-

Comes your complainant , John Dani el l Hall , and exhibits this 

his bill of compl a int for divorc e for adult ery a~ainst Nellie Grey 

Hall and for grounds thereof respectfully shows unto thi s honorable 

Court and unto your Honor as follows :-

That your compla inant is a bona fide r esident of Bal dwin 

County, Alabama , where he has resi ded for the past n i ne years next 

i mmedi ately preceedi ng t he f iling of this bill of compl a int and is 

over the age of t went y-one years; tha t the defendant, ~ellie Bray Hall 

is over the age of t wenty-one years and when l ast hear d from r esided 

a t Cal edonia in the State of Alabama . 

d .• WO.c'.J. 

That your compl ainant and the defendant were married ·on to-

wit- .tl.Ugust 17th, 1914 , at Camden , 1/ilcox County, Al abama , and lived_ 

to-gether as man and wi fe until about to-wit; sept ember 2nd , 1919. 

THIRD. 

Tha t s i nce the marriage to the ~ omplainant of the defendant 

the defendant has become a lewd and i mmoral woman ; that she has from 

time to time notoriously lived in adultery with men ~ithout the knowl-

ed.re of t he complainant and has often left the home of the compl a inant 

and went away with other men ; that complainant has , on several occas-

1ons fo r given said defendant and t aken her back; that while he v•s 

confined to his bed with severe sickness during the fall of 1919 the 

said defendant committed several ac ts o! adultery with different men 

among whom was one George Green, the names of the others bein~ ot her 

wise unkno~m to complainant; that the said George Green came ~he 

house where the c ompl ainat was sick and took the defendant away and 

,, it~ him to his own house where they committed adultery ; that compl ain 



-two-

ant , when able to l eave his bed, went to the house where the defend

a~ and the said George Green were living to- 7 ether ~o get the defena

andrbut was not allowed to ent er the same; that your compl ainant has 

never condoned or forg iven said defendant for the said last acts _of 

ad.ul t ery. 
FOUR H. 

That there was born to defendant and complainant by sai d mar-

ria9'e one female child named Eva ~.:ay Hall tlho is nov1 of tender age. 

That the defendant , because of her lewd life and immoral habits and 

disgr aceful life is not a fit and proper person to have the care , 

cus tody or control of said child but that your complainant is a man 

of ripe age and i s a f it and proper perron to have the care , custody 

and control of sa i d child and is well able to care for and maintain 

t he same in a manner suitable to its condition in life , which the de-

fendant i s not able to do. 

PRAYER FOR PKtc~ss . 

The premises considered your compl a inant prays tha t your 

Honor will make an~ ent er and cause to be made and entered such order, 

subpoenas and decrees to the said defendant as are necessar y to make 

her a party respondent to this bill of complaint , requiri ng her to 

appear and pl ead , answer or de mr to the same within the time required 

by l aw under the pai ns a.d penalties oft .is court. 

PRAY.&R _,OR RJLIEF . 

That upon l f inal hearing of this cause t hat your honor -will 

~@fijere , adjudge and decree that the bonds of matrimony heretofore 

exi s tin? between the complainant and t he defendant be and that the 

same are forever dissolved and tha t your complainant may be agai n 

contract the marriaP.e relation if he so desires; that your hon~r uill 

render, adjudge anddecree that the compl a i nant hve the care, custody 
' 

and control of said femal e child, Eva Kay Hall . And as in duty bound , 

~/~ 
~rs for Complainant. 

he will ever pray , etc., etc. , 

FOOT NOTE : -The defendant is required to answer each and every para
graph of the foregoin~ bill, from "FI:tST 11 to FOURTH" , both inclusive , 
but not under oath, answer under oath bei~ e~ waived. 

3~~~ f~~t. 



8558 DECREE OF DIVORCE. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

John 

Baldwin Times P rint . 

I No ................................ . CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 

Dani e.l :..:: 11 
...... ..... .... .......................... ..... ...... ....... .... . ..... ......... .... ......... .. .. ..... ...... ........ .... ....... . . ... ..... .... ... .. . . ... .. ........ . . .. ...... ... Complainant . .... . 

He 11 i e r r y va . F.· 11 
.................................................................................................... ..................................................... ...... ................. Defe ndant ..... . 

i. v t i vn 
This cause, coming on to be heard a~waa submitted~pon the Bill of Compl.gint, j - ;a;gp-ppkfl'f 
, ns er nu. rosa Bi ll of: ::eell!e."" -!:*t , C'> ~e;eu 1 ! .. '=:: !_.,...,. ... on 

J: efcnJc,nt 
and testimony as noted by the Registe r; and, upon con£ideration thereof, the Court is of opinion that the ~~ 1.-

. . . . n~:-r , , i d ana ver < nd C ro ,;;..; Bi ll C?,;t:I!ttll>1 a hrt 
ts e nhtled to the rehef prayed for m ......................... .. .............. .. .. .. ............ ..... ... ........... ......... ..... .. .. ..... .. .......... .. ............... ... .. . 

··········································- ............ .. ..................... ~·-·· ····· ··f·i-leu:-· ····~-0- · · ·· ·······················-'············•aid bill. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, Ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court, that the bonds of matrimony heretofore 

existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are h e reby dissolved, and the said ....... .... ~:-~.~-~-~ e 

......... r. .. r--·-y·-····~!5·1·1-.. ······--············· .. ········· .. ····· ............................................................... is forever divorced from the said 

Jolm Dan i e l E <> l1 
....................... .. .. .......... ............ .. .. . .... ....... .. ... ... ............. ..... ......... .............................................................. for and on account of 

C' r uss 
............... .. ........................................ ... ................ ....... ................. .......... ................ ............ .. a s alleged in sai~ill of Complaint; 

. . r e 11 i e r.- r · y P.a.11 
It I S furth"r ordered, that the satd .............................................................................................. ..... .... ... .. ................... . 

be, and .. Ah.e.Jie is h ereby permitted to again contract marriage, upon the payment of the costs of Court in tltis cause. 

It is further ordered, tha t the said .......... J~f'.:n···---D.a~-i~l-l ...... H;:;.l,.l.-........ ... ................ .. ............ 7 ...................... .. 

pay the costs herein taxed, fo r which execution may iasue, and if such execution is returned "no property found," 

then execution for such costs may issue against the said .... j,_~_J,JJ.~ ....... Y.?;'.LY ...... P.~~-:J:~ ............................................ .. 
It is further ordered, adjudeed and decreed that said ........... 1.,-e·:.c.·±-i -0--·--·C.J:! ... y ....... h .. --1-l ........................... .. 

. . J uhn r n i e1 H'l 11 
sh ::dl not agam marry except to &atd ........................... ................................ .................... _ ................. ............ ......................... . 

until sixty days after this date, and that if an appeal is taken within sixty days she shall not marry again except 

John Da1: i e1 H<U.l 
to said .............. . .. .................. ...... .............. ........................ ........... ......................... ............. during the pe!'dency of said appeal. 

... ~-~-... ~.( ..... f~E~.t:~-~ ....... ?.E9:~.E~-~-~ ....... ~-~-j-~?:I.~-~ ...... ~~~------~~~-~.:-~-~ .. -~?. ...... ~-~-~- - -· .. ·~ -~~~~ .... :-.~~-~-~ -- the 

Cll~t.od.y .... c.f ....... the ....... f.em.';l~e ...... ::::.hild .. F.v.a ........ f-.Y. .. 1~a.l.l ... :0:-....... ~:1s.~.~-~-4 ... :\i.9 ... ~-~-~- - - 9:.~.f~.~9-an t 

This .............. ................. . day of ...... ... ............ ....................................... 191 ..... . 

Judge of the Circuit Court of Baldwin County. 



No ... ..................................... . 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

=--==== -=--=--=== 

CIRCUIT COURT IN EQUITY. 

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALA. 

·····-·--- ----·-· · -- ~ -~ ~-· i_~ ... +.:.Y ....... f~.c.l..*········-----

V & • 

....................... . JChll. ..... .i:: .. r.iel ...... ?.,E;.L ,. ........ . 

DECREE OF DIVORCE. 

Filed in office this ....... ................... ............. ........ . 

day of ............................................................ 191 ..... . 

R egist e r. 

E. 0. M ........................................................................ . 

J 

1 



T. W. R ICHERSON 
C LE RK AND REG I S TE R C I RCUI T COURT 

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALA. 

BAY MINETTE . ALA .. July 3lst,l920. 

Hon.J.D.Leigh, 

Dear Judge. 
Enclosed find file in cause of Hall vs Hall, 

I enclose 2 baank decree's en that i f the one Sam filled in for your 
convenience do es not suit you can use the other. 

With best regard I yours trp.ly. 



'rhe !:)t to of 1l.lt1bama, ) 

------ - - -

vs 
oompl~ nant 

l~ellio Gru.y Hall, 
nespondcnt. 

I n ~quity, Circuit 0o1.1.rt, 

Baldwin Oourtty ,Ala.bB.ffiD. • 

Complu.int. 

~h s o'lusa oominfi; on to be ·ou.r i.li va cation was 
submi tto u por, tho bchll oi C'JlltplairJ L olll boht. lf . of compla inant and 
in boh<--lf f dofonda.nt t..ns :or and cross bill do . .}roo _pro con- fesso 

.. nd tho doposi tions of ti tnos::~es for (.j,nd ~eha~f oi tho. Rospond~nt 
ao follo\'Js ; T • .i.J..Groon , George Groon, .J.rs.J.iellJ.o Gr .... y ~11 , .c.rnoot 
Bigo-s .Jtmitt Dre\'t Mary ./iloon,.u.rs. John L Gr~y ,Joo Klng,R. l.i. 
CllC~ ~bl,~ss J ohn LanO'hum ~hofll{ s 11 Jontry und .i . F. ittle, r nd testimony 

• t:l ' • h f tl '\ t ~1 s noto u by tho Hor~lstor; ·-nd upon considorutJ.on t oroo 1e ~.,our 
ls of tho :J inion th t compl inl..nt is not mtitloJ to thL. rollef 
pr~yod for in his bill of complaint, s nd it i~ thorofo~o ordorod, 
uo. j ud~o and docro d by the Court th t th6 s ...... J.d complu 1.nant bo tlo
-nio the ~ lief pruyo for in hio bill of compl~ int. 

On consideration of tho rosgonnents answer cross bill 
and deposition t...duo.o in her behalf th Court is of tho opinion 
t hat sho is onti tlod to tho roliof prayo d for in hor a n s 1or a nd 
cross bill; it .i.s t'l .Jrcfor~ orc.Lrod , adju.tigo nd doorocd t 'L...;.t 
hollio Gr' y Ht 11 is roliovo t'L of tho bond of matri• .onv horoto.Loro 
existing botue n tho s-. id John .uuniol L. 11 .... nd herself a nd th') s me 
so :ra r a~ thoy .~.·elate to tho s .... id .1ellio · r y Hal l bo and t' "Lo., .... ro 
h"roby disolvod and tho l:it...id I ellio -~ ru:y liall i s forevar divorcod 
from John ~· niel fu ll for and on ac~ount of the oxtrame cruolty of 
L· i John Duniol e ll to tho sa i cl 1.ollio L} ray ~ all. I t is f urther 
ordered that the s ::...id !.ollie G-rl...y hr ll bo nd :3ho ia horoby pe rmitted 
to oontruot m.a.~.·riu~o ugo.in • .Lt is further ordered , t hat the oaid 
J olm .I)Uniol lli 11 pe: y tho costs heroin t .... xod, for t7hich execution m .• y 
issue , t.nd if such oxecutior1 is rotu.~.·no no property found ' . then 
execution fo.~.· such costs rn!..y il.suo against the said rlellio Gray 
HL 11. 

•t is further ordared, ndjudgo ~na decroo 1 th t s: id !.ollie 
1r £Jy Hr.ll shall not marry Oi'tol\pt to tbdld John Danie l Hull until 
sixty tu.ys after this , ... to , an a th t if WI ppeul is t.J.J-.on .1 i thin 
sixty cuys sho shall no1. rr/J.rry a.gta.in oxoept to suid John Duniel H.t .. ll, 
durin~ tho pendency of sa·d u.p.poul. 

I t is further ordorod. a djud[l;od and decreed th .. t on u coount 
of tho mact that it Th s boon fully proven to tho 8~urt that the n~id 
John Lniol n 11 is a man of bad ch ... r~c~or tUld not ~fit person 
to h~vo tho custody und oontrol of tho ohi l d bo ·n unto t hom,but u ~on 
tho o~ho r h~nd t ho Court is of tho opinion tat ~ho said lellie Gray 
~ull ~s ~\ f1. t person 1,o h ~vo tho centro 1 and ous to dy of ~·VU. • .tJ.y Hall, 
~t is t t•ofo..t.·o o.:dorod,adjudgod , nd doorood by tho Court tl at tho 
c~stod~ ou.ro, m:..n. 10L1ont ancl centro 1 of tho said t~va .n.y } l l be 
g~ven ;:;Jlutely to ..,ho s id l ollio ~ ray Hul l . 

~ e a t Brewton Al bama , thiu the }.!4th, d y oi' Do comber , 1920. 

r he .:>t to of .lil lb&ma' 
B. l d\Jin County. 

John D Loi~h. 
) 

Ju<l..Re of tho Circuit 0ourt 
0ounty , o.l l• b .... mu . 

) 

of Baldwin 

--- ------------------ Circuit Jo1rrt in ~quit • 
I. '11

• . !Uol1o r son, •. ogi st~.; r of t"":U.itl "iroui t Court of 
a iti J o nty, LL b~m~. do 1, '3by certify th.t t ho a bovo i~ a f ull, truo 
nd cor:oct copy of the ~cocrec rondorod by s u id ourt on tho 2 th 

d y of ocombor, 1~20, in tho cu .... u.se oi: John _ ... niol I 11, 0orrt 1 in~.nt, 
vo llo llio Gr uy null, Rosp mdont , as :.. ,;~.oars of rooord i n G ... icl 'ou1·t. 
itno i.:i:, qy h n<.l and the noal ...of t1Uicl Cou~t. t ",J .. tho B7th,(lc..;r of 
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA, .. ~~;ldwi.n ................................. COUNTY. 

IN CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY . 

......................................... ~.1?.~~-- -P.~~~-~-~---g~J:l.t ....................................... Complainant 
vs. 

------------- ......................... .N.ellie. ... Gxay ... Hall-.,--------··------·-···············-------Defendant 
On Reference heretofore made on June lst,l920 by the Judge of the Curt 

nd' Oral examination before the Register of the following witnesses: 

..... ?.?.~~---~~~g-~-~-!-~-~-~-~-9-~-~-~p~~-~-~-'-- --~-~-~~-~~--!P-~~~-"fy__ ,_~-~-~~ -~-~:ttJ.~- '----- -- - · · · ··· ··· ······· ··· -- ------ --- --· 

................................................. o------------ --------- ............................. o ................. ----· ....................................................................... ( 

h 'd 0 AI b od . . b 0 d t d . Bay Minette AI b f w o res1 e m a ama, sa1 exammat10n emg con uc e m............ .. ............................................. L ..... a ama, 
said examination being continued fro 

on this the .... J~~1:;P,_, .. day of... ............ oJ:AA~ ...... l~_?..O .. ./ .. ., and there being present..... _my_~_elf.. . 

6,1 920 
June/ 

. ______ .H.on .•. ~ .•. C .•. Je.nkins .... , Solici.tor .... f .or ... D.e.fende.nt ... and ... Ho.n.,N ... C • .Sto.ne .... ,.Sol-i -c-i or 

__________ f.Qr. ___ Q_ g_m._pJ,_a:i,._p._~pt -' --- -------- ---····--·-···--·--· ·· ----- ---·--···················--------·--·--····--·····--···----·--····· ·····--·--··--····· -- ··--·····--·- ··· 

The said ....... ~~-~-~o~ -~.f?-~o~ .... being first sworn to speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 

testified as follows: 

(OVER ) 

•.. ......... ........................ ···············································--·-····················-···························· ............. ·- .............. . 

······························ ······ ···················-·-·················· . ·········-·································································. 
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·· ·· · · - ---·•· ·~- N . ........................................................................... ......................................................... ....................................................... ............ . . I 
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. .................................................................................... .. .. 
....................................................... ....................... ............................. .................. . 

................................................. ........................ -..................... .. 
. ....... ........................................................ .. 

.................................................................................................................................................................................... _ ............................................................................ -.......................... .. 

................... .................... ......... ......................... .. ......... .................................................... . 

...... ...................................................................................................................................... ................................................................................................................ .......... ~ 
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.................................................. _ ....... ......... . ~ 

.............................................. , ................................................................................................................................................................................................. .. 

I, ... T. W .. Ri che.r son, __ ---------------· ________ ---···----·-·· ., as ......... Reg is.t er~ .......... ...... ......................... . 
( 

J hereby certify that the foregoing deposition.S .. on oral examination ..... w.as. .. taken down by me in writing 

in the words of the witness ... e.~ and read over to ____ ___ t.b.e.m ...... and .... :t.ll~Y---····· ·signed the same in the presence 

oL ----- - - -----------mY~-~J,;f_, ___ ........... .................................. , at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have 

personal knowledge of the personal identity of the said witness ---~-~. or had proof made before me of the identity 

I of said witness~~---; that I am not of counsel or of kin to any of the parties to said cause; or in any manner 

interested in the result thereof. 

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court, and placed the same on 

file in my office. 

Given under my hand and seal this the ........... 26.th .. day of ........ . 

1'/h/ ........... ... CL f .r 

June~ ..................... , 19 .. 2J . 

WITNESS FEES. 

I hereby certify that the following named witnesses are entitled to the amounts stated below: 

···············································-··········--·--·--·· ----·····------ __ ______ ... days' attendance at $1.50 per day__ .. _ ... $ ..... ---------· --------

--------------··· ----------·----- ·----·······--·-·········-···---···----- ---------- ............ days' attendance at $1.50 per day ............ $ ___________________ ____ _ 

------------------··························------·-------------- ---------------- -- ______ ______ days' att endance at $1.50 per day... . ...... $ ....................... . 

---·····----···································-····-····--- ------------------------ ____________ days' attendance at $1.50 per day ........... $ .................. ____ _ 

_____ -----------·····--··········· ··-----------··--·------------- ---- ---- --------·· ............ days' attendance at $1.50 per day__ _ ____ .$ ....................... . 

--·················----------·----·--···· ................................. -------- .......... days' attendance at $1.50 per day .......... $ ....................... . 

--------- -- --- ------------·····---------------------------········------------·----- ____________ days' attendance at $1.50 per day___ _ _ __ $ ---------------------

····----------··------·--------·--·--------·····-----------------······--··--------· ............ days' attendance at $1.50 per day ____ ........ $. ----------------------

----------------- ------------------------- ·-····--········-------------------------- ________ __ days' attendance at $1.50 per day ___________ $ _____________ -------·--

REGISTER'S FEES . 

........................ days at $1.50 per daY-----------------------··· ···-------- -------------------········-··-- ----------- ---· ·····-----------------$ ..... -----------------

------------------------words at 20 cents per hundred·-·-·····--------------------------······--·-······------------······· ---- ·--------········· 
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. lt ~z~~1'h> 
Conti~uamcefrom June 16th,l920,~f the oral testimony 

in the cause of John Daniel Hall vs Nellie Gray Hall. 

------------------------------------~-----------------------~-

John Langham ,witness for Deft test i fied as follows:-

My name is John Langham, I live at Lottie Baldwin County,Alabamaa. 
and have liveQ there for fifteen years. 

I know Mr and Mrs J.D.Rall when they lived at Lottie,Alabama, 

I know the general reputation of ~rs. J.D.Rall in that communit~ 
and have never heard anything against her if ahe was doing anything 

wrong I have never heard of i t and do not know it and have never 
heard anydody else accuse her of doing wrong. My knowledge of her 
reputation I say that it is good I have never seen anything to the 
contrary. 

I was never in their house in my life.&& .. &•&&•&& 
I know the general reputa tion of J.D.Hall in that community,it is 
genarally bad, On cross emamination witness testified a s follows: 

I base *J~ knowledge of Mr . J.D.Halls reputation on what 
the people say about him ,I have peole discuss him,! have M2 Geo1se 
Green ,Tim Green , discuss him , Mr.and Mrs Hall lived not quite 
a half mile from me. 

On re direct examination witness testified as f ollows:-

Mr. Hall is an able bodoed man able to work, he is a good hand 
to work ,o~e of the be st ditchers I ever saw, he cut a ditch for 
me last winter. 

If he would work steadily ,like wages are now he would earn 
$60.00 or ~76.00 per month. I think that if he would give his 
wi f e ~'30 .00 per month i t would keep her up. 

When Mrs Hall lived in that community she took in sewing ,was 
a smart woman and would work.! have no ill feelings toward Mr. 
Hall and no partioular friend of Mrs. Hall. 

On r e cross examination witness testif ied as follows:-
! do not know 1tt. Hall's earning capacity nor,nor I do not know 

what he is wotth. 
On redirect examination witness testified as follows:* 

Knowing Mr. Hall as I do and h i s reputation in the community,! 
do not consider that he would be a fit person to· raise a female 
child or have the custody of sa~e. 

&&&l&& If it was not for my wife I would not think I was a fit 
person to raise a child, myself. 

Subscribed and sworn to befor me this 
26th, day of June,l920. 

-------------------Register. 
-· 
I ; 

' ... , . ,... 



Mr. R.M.Chambilss ,witness for Defeniant t estified as follaws*

My name is R.M.Chambless I live at Lottie,Ala, 

I know the reputation of Mr. and Mrs. J.D.Hall at Lottie~ Ala 

the community in which they lived the repuation of 1as. Nellie 
Gray Hall is good and the repuation of J.D.Hall is bad. 

I heard him make a statement at Church one time claiming he 
was a better man than he used to be and in this statement made 
about three years ago he said he used to steal chickens and they 
never got too high for him to get them and he was supposed to 
be preaching at the time • I have passed by the house where Mr. 
and Urs Hall were living and freque~7saw Mr.Hall sitting with 
his feet i•opped up on the p~~Ahdoing nothing and ~~s .Hall 
seemed ti ousy around the house and was frequently sewing an the 
sewing machine. 

Mr.Hall is an able bodied man and according to the way wage s 
are now ,I am not posted on wages or public work.~e ought to make 
from $40.00 tO $50.00 per month.the way things are now it would 
take from $36.00 to ~35.00 per month to support her. 

On Cross exar~lination witness testified as follows:-
I base my knowledge o£ Mr. Hall's reputation on what people in 
that Community say,I have heard Mr. J...angham,Mr. Geo Green, Tim 
Green talk aboutMr. Hal l,I do not know what Mr. Hall is worth, 
I do not know what his earning capacity is now,when he made that 
statement he did not say how long ago that he used to live that 
life, 

Subscribed and sworn to 



Thomas Gentry witnes s for Defendant t estified as follows:-

My name is Thomas Gentry, 1 have lived at Lottie,Alahama, about 
12 years ,I know the reputation of Mrs. J.D.Hall in that community 
and it is good. 

I know the genera l reputation J.B Hall and f rom what other 
people tell me it is bad. I live about a mile of them,l worked 
in about 75 feet of his hoae~. I heard Mr. Hall cursing and 
abusing 1tts. Hall from time to time s~B&e while 1 was working there , 

I never did see anything but what I heard between the two, 
I saw a bruise on Mrs. Hall's neck ,l saw the finger prints of 
a ha~d on Mrs. Hall's neck where someone had choked her. 

On cross examination witness testiied as follows :-
! heard the general comounity at large talk about Mr. Hall, 
I heard 1tr. Gee Green, ~im Green talk about l~ Hall's repuation, 
No one spoke of Mrs. Hall except something good, I heard Mr. Geo 
Green his folkes ,Mr.Tim Green and his folkes,Mr. Biggs,~ 
~om Pesseley and others speak of her and all spoke good of her. 
I never did see Mr. Hall choke Mr s . Hall,! do not know whose 
finger prints those were on Mrs.Hall's throat. 

Re a±~ee~ examination witness testified as follows: 
I never saw any one else live in their house except Mr. and 1~s, 
Hall I can swear that no one was in the house expept Mr.Hall,Ltts, 
Hall and their little child, l was right where I could see any one 
going out or coming in,I didn•t see anybody go in there. 

Mrs. Wilson did not go in that house that evening,&&&&,t&&&l~~t 
Before this at another ~ime I saw Mrs. Ma~~e Wilson coming away 
from there 

Subscribed and wworn to before me 
th~26th, d y of June,l920. 

_;?_~--~----~-------------Register. 



F.F.Little ,witness for testified as follows:-

My name is F.F.Little, I live at Lottie,Alabama, and have lived 
there about twelve years. 

I lmow Mr. and Mrs, J.D.Hall that lived in that community, 
am well acquainted with Mr. J.D.Hall,I know Mrs Nellie Gray's Hall 
reputation in that community and it is good. 

L know the general reputation of rur. J.D.Hall in that 
community,he and 1 have gotten along together alright but people 
speak bad of him and his repptation generally is bad. 
Ever since last Fall Mr. Hall has had Malaria,but he can do as 
mllch work and more ditching than anyone. 

If he would work steadily the way things are now he could make 
$60 .00 per month easily. 

Mrs . Hall is a thrifty little character and every time I 
would pass she would be busy at the SlJVling machine . 

I think ~;30 .00 per moth would support her and she might save 
some out of that. 

In the condition is placed in I think it would be better that 
Mrs. Hall keep the child. 

I have Mr. Langham ,Mr,Chambliss, Mr.Biggs, Mr. George 
Gree~.~im Green, Mr . Jones, and other neighbors discuss blie 
reputation of Mr. J.D.Hall, 

. I 
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DEPOSITION TAKEN BEFORE REGISTER ON ORAL EXAMINATION, Code 3139. (Box 715.) 85605 ~ARSHALL & DRUCE CO., No\SHVIUE 

·' ·~ ·,, T.. 
" 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, ...... ~.-~.?.:::::.~.~---·· ··········· ..... COUNTY. 

IN CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY . 

................................................. J:.9.~P. ... D.~i.e.l .. H.all. ............................... Complainant 
vs . 

........ ............................ ~-~.l.l.i ~ .... G..r.ay. .. .Hall., ................................ Defendant 
On Reference heretofore made on June lst,l920 by the Judg e of the 

Oral examination before the Register of the following witnesses: 

Mrs, ... Ne.l~.ie. GJ;"ay ... l i.a.ll.., .... T .. M •. G.r.een.,.. . .G.eo.:r.g.e ... Gr-e.en .• -E:rm.est --B-iggs., ........................ . 

J).e ... Wi tt. ~. Drew.,.M.rs. •... Mary ... .Wils.on .... .Mr.s .•... Jolm. .L ... G.ray.., ... .a.nd ... J.o.e---King .•................... 

. ..... 
who reside in Alabama, said examination being conducted in .............. Bay ... Mine.t .t .e., ........ ............. Alabama, 

on this the 16.th, .day of .............. .June.,..----~9.20-,.- -·······-• and there being present ...... .................... . 

Ho_Ih.S •. o.,.J.~.uk.:i.n~ .. So l .i..cito.r .... for ... .D.efe.nd.a.nt ... and ... Hon. N .. c. Sto.ne.~ ....... . 

.,. ........... . _s~_l_ic_~~-~-~ --~~.! .. ~.<?.~l?.~~-~:U~~~-·-·········· · .......................... ........................................... ........... . 

The said ...... wi.tnas.s .es., ... being first sworn to speak the t ruth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 

testified as follows : 

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

(OVER) 

................. ·--~ ---- --- ·------ .. ·--······················--- ---· . ......... .............................................................. ..... ......... . 

..................................................................................................... ...................... .............. ..... 

................................................................. ................. .. .............. .. .............. ................... ......... ......... ........................ . 

.............................................................................................. ..... .... ............................................................................. . 

... .......................... _. __ ........... . .............................................................................................................. OO o OOO•••••oo ... 0 0 

.... . ... . oooooo oo ...... ................................................... . . .......................................................... . ................................................ .. 

................................................................................................................................................................... .............. . . 

urt, 
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I, .... .T .. w • .Ri.cher.son, ............................................. , as .......... Regist er .... ....... . ··-·············· .............. . 
I 

hereby certify that the foregoing deposition~ .. on oral examination ... W&..S .... taken down by me in writing 

in the words of the witness .. ~~-- and read over to ........ ~~-~~ ..... and ..... the.y ........ signed the same in the presence 

of.. ........... .... JI~Y.~-~1.:1: ................. .................................. , at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have 

personal knowledge of the personal identity of the said witness .. ~.!?. ., or had proof made before me of the identity 

of said witness.e.s .. ; that I am not of counsel or of kin to any of the parties to said cause; or many manner 

interested in the result thereof. 

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Cow-t, and placed the same on 

file in my office. 

Given under my hand and seal this the .......... l .6.tb .,.day of............. ...... ci~~~-..................... , 19.20 • 

........ 11 .. .1 . 

, 
_,.i~.A .... ... '"'-1 "'::-"' ........ ~ ~.. . .............. (L . S.) 

WITNESS FEES. 

I hereby certify that the following named witnesses are entitled to the amounts stated below: -
................................................ .......... .......................... ............ days' attendance at $1.50 per day. . .... $ ....................... . 

...... ... ......... ............... ............................................ ... ... . ........... days' attendance at $1.50 per day. . ...... $ ....................... . 

......................................................... .......................... ............ days' attendance at $1.50 per day. . ..... $ ....................... . 

.................................................................................... . ........... days' attendance at $1.50 per day ....... $ ...................... . 

............................... ................. ~.. ............... .. . .............. . ........... days' attendance at $1.50 per day ...... $ ...................... . 

.......... days' attendance at $1.50 per day ............ $ ....................... . 

.................................................................................... . ........... days' attendance at $1.50 per day...... . . ..$ ...................... . 

.................................................................................... . ........... days' attendance at $1.50 per day···--·····--$ ....................... . 

.................................................................................... . ......... days' attendance at $1.50 per day _________ .$ ....................... . 

REGISTER'S FEES . 

........................ days at $1.50 per day .......................................................................................................... $ ...................... . 

........................ words at 20 cents per hundred._··-······················································································· ....................... . 
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The State of Alabama, 
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IN CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 
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N ~~J .. t~ __ ~~-~~ --~~-~}: _• ___ _____________ _ 

Defendant_ 

Deposition Taken Before Register on Oral Examination. 

.. winesea ~&F-Depos!L!on of. __ ____ ____________________________ __ _ 

for ___ ____ Def endant ___ ____ _______________ __ -

F iled __ l6_th_day oL ____ __ ____ J~P:.~_L, 19_~9 

Register. 
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Mrs Nellie Gray Hall,the De£!ndin*~-testified as follows: 

My name is Mrs.Nellie Gray Hall, l liveat Nada.wah, Alabama, 

I amd the wife of John Dani el tlall, I left him the 2nd day of 

September,l919,I left him becau se h e was so cruel amd mean to me 

I couldn't live with him,he was continuall~ cursing,m• slapping 

me,and knowking me a round at one t ime he hit me with a stick 

and he was continually slapping me and knocking me ov•r the head, 

The moring I left him he kicked me on the leg and there was a 

bruise on said leg for 2 w•eks and tho bruis• was as black as 

smut,I have a child that is three years old , when i was in child 

bed he s l apped me twice and curs ed mo fre quently • When I made a 

re ·lu est of him to let my mother know my condition he would get 

mad and curse me ,After the baby was six we eks old ~ was carried 

to a Hospital at Selma , Alahama,Mr Hall did not pay one penny 

on the oxpenses incurred while l was at said Hos pital, my sister, 

myself and my mother paid tho expens es Hospital bill was one hundred 

dollars with the aid of my sister and mother I arranged for the 

payment of this bill,Mr. Hall furnishod no clothes shoes or any 

wearing apparel for myself or child a t this time,I made myself by 

taking in sewing, and had a little timber money from the sale 

of timber from my mot~ers place, and l paid forty five dollars on 

the hospital bill, and my s ister Mattie Gray pa id the ba lance, 

At time s to aggravate me he would not l et me have the baby, 

or let me give it medicine but would hold it himself and would 

take it off and keep it all day from me . he kept the baby off a t ~ 

one time so late that I went to see about it and when I we~t 

where he was h e slapped me over the head twice and seemed to be 

mad because~ went a1~er the baby,. 

He has gono off and left me for a day and night at a time and l eft 

me wi;hout anything to eat and the neighbors would have to furnish 

s omo thing for me to oat , He was always cursing my people, my f a th€ 

that is dead, my mother and sisters who he~p~d me ,He was always 

threatening to cut my throat, u.. John Daniel Hall has no Character 

in the community where lived a t the time ~ livod with him near 

~ottie ,Al~ .I know he stole lots of things and brought home , 

he would st eal chickens and eggs,and would steal anything he 



could get his hands on • 

Mr . John Daniel Hall, is an able bodiea man and he could mkke 

$50.00 05 $ 60.00 per month tt was very seldom tha t he would work at 

at all,t$t$~il0$01~$$$$t$$8ii~"'il~i~ 
• 

On cross examination by the Complainant., the 

witnes s testified as follows:-

I n ~· ·· live at Na dawah, Ala with my mother where I have lived 

for 9 months , I am acquainted with Mr. George Green,! have known 

him about four years ,-w•~~*U~i~f•t~ Mr.Green and my husband and 

I both lived on Mr . Pest woods place at one time about 200 yrads 

and the other time in t a lking distance,This l ast time makes the 3rd, 

time that 1 have l e fjl my hlis.band, I left with Mr Henry Cumbie, he 

carried me to Atmore ,where I caught the train and went to my 

mothers,! paid Mr. Cumbie to t ake me to the train,! staid at my 

mothers 3 weeks at this time , Mr.Hall came up after me and I went 

ba ck with him,the reason l left the first time was because my Grand-

MOther was on hor death bed and sent for me to come,A~ grand mother 

did not dia until after 3 months from the time I got there , IJI. Hall 

had to come after me beforo I went back home,tle objected to my 

going at first,About the middle of July,l919, my husband was taken 

sick and confined to his bed with malarial fever for 3 weeks 

I know that he wae s ick for 3 we ._:;ks but do not know how much 

longer ,while he was sick I was wit h him all the time , I did not leav • 

him for a day at a time nor even for a half a day at a time,! did 

go b~ck and forth to my house to see about the things which would 

t ake a half a day ,he was sick at Kary Strength's houso,his son-in Law 

it was 2 miles from Mr Kary Strengths house to our house, 

I neber did go to Mr. Greens hous e with Mr Greon, the day I left my 

husband the last t i je I did go to Mr Green8 hou8e,my husband did come 

to Mr greens house while I was there , he came to the gnte , I came to 

Mr Greens ho~se because I was afxaid of my husband as he had threa ten• d 

to cut my throat,Mr Hall called Mr Gneen out and had a t alk with him 

but I do not know waat was said,! have never committed adultery with 

any man a t all, Mr . Green came to the houso whore Mr Hall was s ick, 



and where I was I was ,he came there to see Mr. Hall, 

I never did leave with Mr. Green,when he made these visits , 

I never did at one t i me leave with Mr. Green and stay away aearly 

all day, try to go again that avoning ,nor did • s tay away all 

day nor did 1 go with h im at any time .wa~le Mr.Hall was sick at 

Mr. Kary Strengbh's house I d i d not tell him tha t I loved Mr. 

Green better than anything on the top s ide of the earth,and that 

.. 

I expected to live and die for him,Mr Hall did not offer to t ake me 

to the Hospital at the tim~ I had to go there for treatment,The reas on 

I stated tha t h e stole these things he stated tha t he stole them, 

and I saw him steal some eggs forom a NegDD. I did not ea t any 

of the eggs , any time he wo uld steal anything he would tell me 

that he had stolen them he would pick the chickens a t night 

and burn the feathers , I would not eat any of the chickens , 

I believe tha t Mr. Hall was able to work if he would do it 

I did not threaten to cut Mr.Hall's throat while he was sick. 

sutttt~~~~~~~$,~i~i$~'t$i$ 

l§$~f~,~~,~~·j$ti 

On Re-Direct examination by Hon. S.C.KJenkins Atty fo _ Deft ,wi tnes s 

testified as follows:-

J • .l!'D.Hall and mys elf were l egally married about-~i 
have 

five years ago, we onlyjone child about three years old the child iB 

now at my mothers house at Nadawah,Aln, the chmld is named Eva May, 
ca r e t he control of and manages 

My mother is able to provide and take/of the child , she has/520 acres 

of land in Wilcox Co~,~!~W~~~!=~ .. ~ it is worty a t least 

Ten dollars an acre , «D- ,)respects of getting a situation in Selma., 

at $25.00 per week ,I have 3 sisters and 2 brothers at Selma, 

They are indepenent an~ah get all the help I want both for myself 

and the chi ld , J.D.Hall was not only cruel to me but he was cruel to 

our baby slapping it and knocking 

up to the time I left him. 

Subscribed and sworn to befDre me, 

this l Bth,dRY of June,l920 . 

_2) ___ .-
1 

i t around , he did this constantl~ 



lf 
~ 

T.M. Witness for ilf d t b /1 _en an eing duly sworn testified as follows: 

MY name is T.M.Gree~ .Las t year I l ived near Lottie, the same pl 
place where liir . J .D.Hal l , lived ,the hous e 

l lived in wa5 s~mething 

l ika t hitjy ot thirty five yards, from the hom$ of Mr. amd Mrs 

Green , I am well acquainted wi th both of them, I hear Mr. Hall curs ing 

Mrs . Hall one night,last yoar, l think it was the la s t of August , , 

I remember some of wha t he said to hor,I heard him curse her for a God

Dammed Slut, and h e told her that if she sheeped h e would cut 

her thraot from ear ear to ear, At the timo she quit him I heard 

him-s,lap her and heard the lick and heard him curse her, 

at the time t hat this occurred I heard her cry out to Mr. Hall to 

quit hitting h er on the head as her head hurt anywap,r livod tht re by 

them about eight months , From the way she complained of his t reatment 

Mr .Hall treated his wife cruelly I ~~&~&&~& state this from what I 

heard and from what I saw , I saw Mr and Mrs Hall pass backward and for 

-ward before the window at the time she hollered out please qu i t 

hitting me on the head,I did not see him hit her, 

I have lmown Mrs , Hall about 2 years I know her reputation in the 

community and I have heard anythinh wrong about her ,her reputa tion is 

good as fat as I . know, I do not know t he r eput ation of Mr . Hall in the 

community in which he lives , but ~ae I know what the people say about 

him,they give him a bad roputation, 

On D~o ss oxamination witness t est i fied as follows: 

I have never seen h im hit her ,but I hea rd this lick,I was about 

35 Or 40 yards from the pl a ce where l beard the 1 ck, the reason I know 

he hit her wae her screaming out,. ~ 

2-~-4-~-----
SUbscribed and sworn to th is 16th, 

day of June, 1920. 

~~-Rogister, 
' 



~ being duly swarm, 
GeorgA witness for Def6lnd.an,t testified as follows; • 

My name is George Green I live at Lottie Ala, and have lived there 

the last 5 years I know Mr.J.D.Hall amd Mrs. Nellie Gray Hall, 

I do not Know my self Mr.Halls reputation oly from what I have the 

p <t •pl s say,I lmow vt~hat th0 pe0pl ~ 0 f th c :rtr:;.n i.ty , .y c..bout i.l.i.l.!l 

th ,-:r don ' t . :.i.v o 11.i.·.1 ·o ·· ·• · ~- ~- · y - • .... ..... l :.:. J. lJ , lJ ~ 0-.l ..:..1<1 d. Ji.1 T "L J. I.! confidence 

in him,I lived about 75 yards from Mr. He.ll,I never did hear him 

cursing his wife ,&~&&'~~& The morn i ng she left Bhe was out in the 

yard crying and he was at thL gate and wouldn't let her out, ~ 
Mrs. Hall has never had any acts of intecou~i~lse, and the 

saw, 
statement to that effect is false, I never/her going out with other 

men having intercourse with them while she lived there, 

I remember when Mr. Hall was s ick,in th Fall of 1919, and I did not 

hav any sexu 1 intercourse with Mrs. Hall at this time or any other 

time, I did not go to Mr Halls house nd take his wife to my house and 

commit adultery at my house with her, all the going I had with Mrs, 

Hall was when he was along also, The morning they had the racket she 

came t o my house, and after awhile he came out there and stopped at 

the gate and he told me if I would allow it he would go ijn and get 

l the baby,and I told him that I had r~thcr not h~ve and r acket at my hous • 

1rrs. Hall had come to my house and brought the baby and asked for 

protection, This is the only time he came to my house ,he did not 

say anything about getting his wife, 7 months of last year he worked 

35 days or 36 days, for me, during that 7 months, I didn't see or hear 

of his working anywhere else, I don't know of his working anywhere • 

elseLu~m~ ~ Lhil e he was with his daughter he could ha:s:e 

helpe~aia a little,and could have helped him a wh ol e lot but am not 

sure that he . orked at all, I do not know of any property tha t he owns 

and do not know his financial s t anding , 

On Cross examination witness tesfified as follows. 

&!&&~~&& W~ile Mr. Hall did n~~~me 1 do not ltnow ~ch 

he worked at other places. I ~.~ Mr Hal~~ chi loi the ~ 
~time he came to my house after it, because iknew there would be a fuss 

betwe en him and his wife, I went to the house where Mr Hall was sick 

while he was sick in bed,Mrs. Hall netser went away from there with me, 

friendly towards both Mr. amd 1~s,Hall, 

~~~·~*-'------~--



Ernest Biggs , Witness for Defendant being duly sworn testified as 

follows:-

1~ name is Ernest Biggs I l i vedwithin 25 or 30 yards of Mr J.D 

Hall and his wife, She s t atrted to l eave h m once and he 

headed her off at the gate and ma~e her go back, I have heaad 

him eall her a bitch, I was a t my house and he was at his house 

with her, I have heard him quarrelling with her s everal times, 

I know that no one lived in their house b~t themoelves, I knww 

Mr Halls voive and recognized it at the time, he seemed to be mad 

I know thG gene-~ 1 reputation of Mrs Hall and it is a lright, 

I have never heard anything wrong agai nst her, 

I know the general reputation of Mr.Hall and from the way people 

t a lked it is bad, I woulden 't think h e would be a fit person to ra~e 

a 3 year old chi ld, some time he worked part of the week and som~ 

times h e would work all the week somet imes he would work a day 

and be gone a day and I dodn't know ehether he was working or not, 

If he worked r egular he would earn ~ . 50 .00 Or ~60.00 per month, 

On cross examination witness testified as follows :-

I have never seen Mr Hall strike Mrs.Hal l , I have not seen 

him hit her, abuse her or mistreat her in anyway . except 

When he turned her ba ck at the gate I call that mistreating her , 

when I h eard this quarr elling going on I cannot swear there was 

anybody else in the house or not,T&&&~~&~&&&,~&,~&iif~~~~fa 
-"'~ 

t~&~~&&~~~&&i&&i&~•tw*8~~~~~ The name s of the ppole I heard 
"' 

aa&king about Mr. Hall Was Mr. Tim Green I cant name all of them 

I can name Mr.Georg• Greens wife, Mr . Tim Greens wife and l~.Geo~ 

Green, as having t alked about Mr . Hall. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

this 16th day of June 1920 • 
• 

~--------------------- ---Register. 



I -

if 
Dewitt Drew, witness for Deft being duly sworn testified as followt :-

My name is De Witt Drew, I am no relation to either Mr. or Mrs,Hall, 
n~:ar 

I lived in the same community w~~a them when thy lived there, 

about 60 yards distance . , The morning she left him I heard him cu~sing 

her,no one live d in the house with Mr. and Mrs.Hall,and at that 

time I didn't see any one else there, Mrs Hall was crying,&&h6&&&&~66& 

she looked like she wa s in distress, she sal d that he had kicked 

her, and cursed her, 

I know Mrs. Hall reputation in the community in which she lives and it 

is good. the people all give her a good character. 

I know Mr. Hall's reputation by what the people say and it is bad. 

&&M&.&ll6~&""' ., 
On CDoss examination witnes s testified: 

I have heard Mr. Tim Green ,Mr.Geo Green who are btothers, talk 
~ about Mr. Hall's reputation ,also Sam Jon es and Joe-Uelc o~~ ~ 

I have never seen Mr Hall strike Mrs.Hall,all that I have got ~or 

that is just her word, I am very friendly toward Mrs. Hall, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

t is 16th,day of June,l920. 

ter. 



u 
Mrs. Mary Wileen a witness for Defendant testified as follows: 

My name is Mrs. Mary WilsolJ!..I live at Lottie Baldwin Co,Ala. 

I lived there when Mr. and Mrs.J.D.Hall, lived thGre,their house 

was about 40 yards from where I lived, I saw them ~very day, 

I heard J .D.Hall curse Mrs Hall evocything but a l ady·, 

he constantly cursed her this way and I heard him,I heard it pretty 

often,I lived in t a l king distance of them,I know l~s Hall and I know 

her genaral reputation in the community in which she lived and know 

her gen e1·al reputation and from my knowledge of her general 

reputation I would believe her on oath. I know her general 

reputation for virtue and chast it~ and it is good she is a 

straight clean woman. 

One evening about sundown h• came in late I heard him c~sing and 

abusing her and heard her crying and heard her say you have nearly 

unjointed my neck and I went over there,I found her in the kitchen 

and she showed me the black spot on her neck whore he had hit her, 

she was crying and weeping,this was after the child was born,it 

was about two months before Mrs. Hall left him,I heard him threaten 

her life at a different time ,he cursed hor and told her if *he 

cheeped agaim one more time that he would cut her throat from oar 

to ear, I heard this he was mad an~. rearing, I know the gen<!lral 

reputation of J.D.Hall in the community in which he lives and it is 

bad. 

On cross examination witness testified as follows:-

At all these tim~s when I heard cursing and r acket a t Mr. Hall's 

house I do not know,who all were ~here, he was cursing Mrs.Hall 

individually as he called her name ,When I heard him curse her 

he called her Nellie,he always calls her Nellie,I am very 

friendly with Mrs . Hall,I am very unfriendly wit h Mr. Hall, 

I have talked over this case with 1~s . Hall ,some, 

Th ~! r eason that I state that Mrs .Hall has a good reputation is bee au se 

I have nover seen anything wrong about her.~ ~~o.o:~- mrs. Hall the day 

she left Mr. Hall by buttoning the dress of the baby . 

On Re-direct examination witntss further tes tified: 

Mr and Mrs Hall lived together nea~ our house and no one lived with 



them except their little child,My friendl i ness for Mrs . Hall 

was on account of my sympathy for her for being mi ~ treated by 

her husband and she was such a good woman, My unfraendliness 

for Mr. Hall grew out of the treatment of his wife ,my being a n~ighbor 

and hearing him cusrsing her • 

I know nothing at all about Mr. Hall ever stealing any chickens,eggs 

or anything in that neighborhood, he did not steal any from me, 

On Re croes examination witness testified as f ollows: 

o !s it not a fact that you did not see a single act of cru•ljyand 

that you did not see a single act ~f mistreatm•nt by Mr. Hall toward 

Mrs.Hall, and is it not a fact that you did not see him mistreat her. 

Defendant obj ects to the qu•stion on the groung that it calls for the 

opinion of the witness and does not call for specific facts or acts, 

I did not eee it but I heard it • 

All I knww is what I heard and saw, I have seen nothing but hear him 

abuse h er,It is what I have heard and the bruise I saw on her , 

I did not see Mr. Hall make this bruise on her, 

Redi ~ •ct examination wi tness tes tified further: 

At thi tim~ I saw this bruise on Mrs. Hall,was the day Mr. Hall was curs int 

her and she was crying and I hear Mrs. Hall say you have nearl~ unjointed 

my neck,and I immediately ran over to their house.and as soon as I 

got over there she showed me the sign 

Subscribed and sworn to begore 

me this 16th day of June,l920. 

--~-~~r. 

and said he hit her the re. 



~. 

til 
\._ 

Mre.John L Gray witness for def6ndant being duly sworn testified 

as f ollows:-

Azy name is Mrs. John La Gray, all that I know about Mr and Mrs, 

Hall, is that he did not do anything to support or provide for her, 
her mother 

She wrote to her brother and to m! begging us to send money and 

clothes,when she came to Selma to the Hospital sho had onl y 2 

gowns and they wore the gowns she had when she married !~. Hall 

She was there several weeks ,she paid something on the hospital 

bill, but he mother and sister paid the most of it but there is still 

a balance unpai d. Mr Hall did not pay one cent. 
her sisters 

The baby only had 2 little slips for dress, wejwent to work 

immediately and made clothes for her and the ch ild, 

I know Mr. Hall and know his general reputation in the community in 

which he lives and know it to be bad ae it could be ,he would steal 

anything that he could get his handsm on, Mrs Hall's reputation is 

good, I have known her for five years personally and have never heard 

anything against her in any way,if there ev•r was a virtuous woman, 

she is one. 

on Cross examination witness testified as follows:
Atmore, 

1 live in Selma,Ala, Mr Hall was living in i&i&&&&&&&&&&~~ about 

20 miles from Bay Minette, I have never lived in that com1:1uni ty, 

I have never visited in tha t community,He lived at Caledomia about 

3 years,i&&& I did not live in Caledonia but I visited there 
the neighborhood of 

all my life, he has 1 · 1ved in/Caledonia according to my understanding 

within the last four years ."I base my statement"that he did not 

do anything to support ana-provide for her upon what clothes 

she had when she came to Selma, and upon what sho wrote and said 

1 do not know of my own knowledge what provisions or support 

was made for her a t he r homo, I AllOW that these were all her 

clothes only becaus e she said so.,&&.&Ai&&&iA&&&~&&&~~•~&&~,& 

I can statnd up on a stack o~ Bibles as high as from here to 

New York City and swear that Mr. Hall did not pay any of the Hospital 

Biml, The only reason that I say he did not pay any money was. because 



l' 
Mrs. Hall,her sister and her mother did pay all but a balance of 

ten dollars and that is still due. I am no kin to Mrs,John D Hall 

onl~ by marriage I married her brother.I am her sister in law, 

I have never saen Mr.Hall mistreat Mrs Hall. 

On Redirect exami nation witness further testified:-

I know that Mr. Hall did mistreat Mrs. Hall,most cruelly her and 

the baby all but murder them and he did threaten to murder them, 

I know this and I swear to it. Just as I am sitting in this chair 

I know it to be a fact because I know that I am sitting in this chair 

and know that you are writing on the type writer because I see you 

wrtiting and hear it .I am familiar with Mr. J.D.Halls family, 

I am hir sistsrinlaw, Nellie Gray Hall is a splendid seamstoss 

and could make forty dollars a weak working in Selaa, she has 2 broth~m 

3 sisters in Selma, 2 brothers own their own home~ and one has a 

beautiful business and they are all independent and could assist 

Mrs . Hall in t aking ca r e of the child should the custody of the 

child be given her she can make her home with any of us and we would 

be gl a d to have her, and we have insisted on her coming to Selma 
Mrs. Georgia Gr ay , 

to live,Her mother/l lv esna•rNadawah,Ala, and owns a large tract 

of land there, she is financially able to assist Mrs. Hall to raise 

and educate&- her child, • 

Re- cross examination ·of witn~ ss. 

Any body that has been mistreated will show i t,and Mrs Hall showed 

it, the reason I know Mr Hall mis treated her there was no one else 

but Mr. Hall there, to mistreat her and she wrote us that she had 

been mistreated. and was being mistreated,! never did vis it them in 

their home,I never visited near their home,I did not see him slap 

her and all that know about it was she said s o and I saw the 

bruise on her body, I saw her in the condition she came to the 

Hospital and heard what she said about it, I was not an eye witness 

to any of this, 

~ 
before me Subscribed and sworn to 

this 16th,da of Juna ,l920 . , 

~----------------~-Register • 

.:.. .. , 



L' 
Doe King, a witness for defendant testified as folows, 

My name is Joe King, I live at Lottie,Alabama,I lived about 

t mile from I~. amd Mrs Hall, I didn't visit thei hou~e and a 

am not related to either of them,I know the genaral reputation 

of N~s . J.D.Hall in the community in which she live and it is g 

foo d , t he people s peak well of her as being a woman pf good 

character, I know the reputation of Mr. J.D.Hall in the com 

munity in which he lived near Lottie it is bad, he wouli not 

be a fit man to raise a 3 year old child, I have six children 

and kn w what i t is is to r aise girls, Mr. Hall didn't 

·;;ork steady while he lived near Lotti e he would work a 

day or 2 a week,He is an able bodied man and if he worked stead y 

he could make $50 .00 or $60.00 par month,as wages. 

On cross excmmnation witness testifiod as follows: 
' 
my statement as to his reputation is based on what I know and what 

I have heerd,, I dodt know whare Mr Aall was on those days 

in the week other thatn the day or two he would work,I would 

see him walking p and down the road every day he was nol. at work, 

a man could not be working and walking up and down the road, 

A man taking a message couldent be whatb I call working. 

a man could be working carrying a message but not every ~ 
walking up and down the road,he was walking up and down the 

road ~ everal times a day,I was doing my work and I do not 

know that he was not working whnn I didn't s ee him walking 

up and down tho road.I am very friendly to Mrs. Hall I have 

not~t her,I am friendly toward Mr . Hall, cfl~ 

~scribed~'( 4~ a-~ 
before me this 16th day of juno ~ ~ 
19ao.l7' r 

-~~~~gister. 



The State of Al a.b.1111a, ~ 

I ll Circuit Court ia Equity . ) 
• 

No Jdha Dalliel Hall, COmplaiaBllt 

va 

lrellie 
g 

r'\y Hnll. 

M.oeara • ~toae & Stoae, Attys for ~omplRinaat~ 

PurAuaat to aa order of ref~r.aoe made ia the above onuse entitled 

aforesaid at the cpriag Term 192o of the Ci~cu1t Court of Ba ldwia 

couaty. I b a.ve appoiDted WedJ\eaday the 16th of Juae at ten ooloot 

at my of·"ioe for coaaidsrillg the matte~e thereby referred 

ae aa Y~ster iD Chaacery, at Whio~ time aad plaoe all p~rtiea coaoerae4 

axe to attend • 

Wi i.:aea t1 T. W. Picher eoa negiater of said cour t '!;his the 4th d8y of 

Jlllle :!.92o . 

I 

-~~!;:.':?.:--~---------
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NOTICE TO NON-RESIDENT. Times Print. 

:.::·:··::::·:: :::::'::'- ...... :~·:~~· =··~~: · .. :::::: .:.::. :.:::::.:·.:·.:: .. :::::········ ) :~::T;::&~~ :~::~MC:UNTY. 
216 • 

······················ ···-ll-i ·· ····~· ···l····r·•··J:.1······ ······· ·· ·················· ······················ ··· \ 
CIRCUIT COYRT, IN EQUITY. 

VI • ........ 

tUii3;·r:.r-·o················ 19. ······· 

In this cause it being ma de to appear to the Clerk of this Court by the affidavit of ........................................... . 

···············································;;ro:iill···:u-m· ·1:··u ···:1::t···························································· ····································· ··········· 

that the Defendant ···············-···················································· ·························· ··········· ········· ·········· ··· ... ............................ ........ . 

........................................................ ._.. 111 ··-.;1."-·;;···u .... ll-··························································· .········································ 

ia a n~n-reaident of the State of Alabama .......... ... .................. .............. ...................... ....... .................................................... . . 

and further, that, in the belief of aaid Affiant ...... the Defendant ........... 
1 

........................ over the ago of 21 years ; it is, 

therefore, ordered that publication b e m :1de in the Baldwin Times, a newspa per p ublished in B ay Mine tte, Baldwin 

County, Alabama, once a week for four consecutive weeks, requiring.. ................ .......... the. ft id ......................... .............. . 

········--·-··--············································ ···· ol:l·i·a--···ruy···n···l·t·--················································· ········································ 

to a nswer or demur to the Bill of Complaint in this cause by the ..... l~t··~······day of ............... rcb···f
9

·; ······· ·····19 ........ , 

or after thirty days the refrom a decree Pro Confesso may be taken against .................................. .................. . ucr . 
I ~{.. / J c.,..r-.- ........ tr- '- L-

.••...•...••.•.•.••.. J. ••• /. •.. . • ,. .•.. .•• \...<;········-················· ·············-······· 
Register. 



JOHN LANIELL HALL, 
Complainant. 

-vs-

NELLIE GRAY HALL, 
Defendant. 

STkTE OF ALABAMA. 

B.ALD\fiN COUUTY. 

I N THE CIRCUIT COURT-F,QUI~Y SIDE. 
S'i'ATE OF ALAB11.MA. 

BAL])l.'!Ill COUNTY. 

No. ---

Before me, Horborne stone, a Notary Public, in and for said 

state and oounty, personally appeared John Daniell Hall, who is known 

to ~e and who, after being by me first duly sworn, deposes and says 

under oath; 

I am the complainant in the above styled cause wherein 

nellie uray Hall is the defendant. We are both aver the age of twen-

ty one years. I am a bona fide resident of Baldwin County, Alabama, 

where I have lived for the past nine years. Nellie Gray Hall's res

idence is unknown to me and catmot be ascertained by me after dili

gent inquiry on my part. When last heard from by me she was at Cal

adonis, ,/ilcox County, Alabama, but she cannot now be found there. 

In my belief she is now a non-resident of the state of Alabama and 

service my publication will be necessary in order to make her a 

party respondent to the above styled cause. 

sworn to and subscribed before me this II' day of 

uary ninete~ered and twenty (1920) 
~r 

N~tary Pub io, B dwin County. Alabama. 
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8588 REGISTER'S SUBPOENA. ------------- _______ __:.F.:,:OR:...,:S:::,:AL:;;.E .::;;BY:..;G;.:.;;.;.EO. D. DARNARD & CO., ST. LOUIS, S 

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. THE ST.!l.TE OF .!l.L.Il.B.!l.M.Il., } 

... ............................................... ............................ County. No .......... ......... . ................................................ Term, 19 ......... . 

If witness wishes to charge for attendance he must presenl this Subpoena to the Register in Te1·m time, or 

lt e will be ba1nd. 

1:oa~y~~~~~b~~ z:I:f '-~ 
............................. ~~---· ·· ···-~·-········· ··· ······· ··· · "··· · · ································· · ······ · ··· ····· · ··· · ··· · · · ········· ·· · · 

personally to be and appear before the R egister of said Court at the Court House thereof on ........................................... . 

the .................... / .(fz ........... day of-..................... ~ ........ 19 __ ")_~., and from day to day unta discharged 

by due course of Zaw, to give evidence and the truth to spealc in behalf of the ...................................................................... .. 

in a cause now pending in said. Court, wherein .................... ............................................. ......... ................................................. . 

~~ ................................................ ............................... . .................................. _.: ........................................... Complainants 

N~~~/~ ················ ................................................................ .. .. /..;. .. :. ............. ............. ~ .. .e. .. :c. .. = ··p··············································Defendants 

and have you, then and there this writ with your endorsement thereon. 

Witness my hand, this ............ .;fJ .... ~ ....... day of-.................. ~ .......... 19~ .. 

735 Code. 
·· ····· · ······-~·-··· .. /.. .............. . 

R~?gister. 
\ 



Beat Ho .......................... . CO.MPL.IIIN.IlNT'S WITNESSES: 

J(o ........................ . Page ....................... . 

THE ST .ll.T E OF .ll.L.Il.B.Il.M .11, 

.............................................................. County. 

CIRCUIT COURT, I H EQUITY. 

Complainants, 
vs. 

Defendants. 

REGISTER'S SUBPOEN .!1. 

I ssued ................................. -----·----------.19 ......... . DEFENDllNT'S WITNESSES: 

--- --------·-------------------------·-----------------·--------------------
R egister ... 

----- ---=--==- ===-==·-
R eceived in office .............................. 19 ......... . 

--------------- --·------···················------------- -------------· ······ 
She1if!. 

· ··· · ··· · ··· · · ··· ···· · · · ··· · · · ·· ·--- - - -- ------~---------- -- --------·-···· · · 

Executed this .. .;..,. ....... ~ ... i:f-............ 19 -~ 

by serving a cop!) on ......... =···-·-··················· 

::::::::::::::?::::::::~:::~:~::~::::;~:~~:::::~:::::::::::::: 
. =~~-~-~'~:'~ . ~ 

~ 
------------·················----------------------------------------------· 

Deputy Sheriff. 



,....__, 

JJ"ilT DANIEL HALL, Cv1.PLAI:KA1~T) 
) 

VS ~ 
1\ELLIE GnAY HALT,, 1illSP0KDENT ) 

• 
i 
~N THE CIRCUIT CvUhT 0..1f 

CvU.NTY, ALAblu~uA . 

~-

hALDWI.N 

IN EQ.Ul TY Nu. 

ANSW1JES 0F NELLIE GliAY P.ALL, hESPONLENT , Tv THE BILL 0F 
Cu:NJ'LAINT J F JuHN DA.L~ IEL HALL. 

The respondent , reservini to herself all rJ.~ht of ~xcep

tion to said bill of complaint, to ansv.er thereto , sa,ys: 

First : That t r e respondent aWnlt~ that the compl~ nclnt 

is a bona fide reoident of Baldwin Cvunty , Alabama-. ~&~ 

~~~W'& 

Second : The respondent admits that the alleiations in 

t h e sec~nd paragraph of t h e bill oi complaint are true. 

Third: The responde nt denies that s i nc e her marria~e to 

the complctinant she has become a lewd or i 1nmoral woman. She further 

denies that since said marriage the has lived ~n adul t ery ; she also 

denies that since said marriaie she wen t away from the home of the 

c umplainant vri th other men fur i!liiiloral pur11oses . she further a.enies 

that s he h&s since her rt..arriage with t he complainant at C~.ny time 

committed adultery at all &n d expeciall.Y denies t hat s h e has cor!illl..~..t€(3 

adul tery vnth George Green , and particul arly does the r espcna.ent deny 

that she lived with Georie Green in adultery as alle"ed in t he b~ll 

of compl&int . 

Fourth: Th e res pondent adlui ts t r at there watJ b orn to 

recpondent and c omplainant by said marriage , 0ne female ch ild , Eva 

i~y ~al l , who is abuut ten months old, but the responden t a.enie s 

that ahe has led a disgraceful or lewd life; and is a per s on of J.m

zaoral r..abits . 0n t h e cc ntrc,ry, the respondent avera t hat she is 

a fit and proper persvn to have t h e care , custody and cuntrol of 

said child. c:-he further &.vera t hat t h e c omplo.ina nt is a cru el e;nd 

i .o..moral man, and t ha t he is nvt a suitable person to ha v e the care, 

custody cmd control of said child. 

Fifth: The res,J:-ondent further ahuws untu .;our Honor that 

s he has no estate of her own w1 th wh~ch to support herself ana. said 

child, C~ na. t hat s h e is unable to pay h er solic~tura fvr t h el.l- servic

es for repr ee en tin{i her in this suit s.nd def en din" h er f·rom the 

c
1
1arges wrcngfully and without just c&Use made ai;a~nst her b,y the 

I 
I . 

c urnplainant . ~nd she asks t ha t i yo~r Honor order the hegJ.ster to 

hold a reference t o aacerta1n a · au~ table sum or sums to be pa~d by 
I 

I 

I 
\ 



cumplalnant to t he respunden\, for solicitor's fe es and for a. imony 

pendente lite. 

Sixth: Aild t h is responde nt is ent1tled tu af1'1r.u:ative 

relief against t he cumplainant and to t hat end would have t r1 s, h er 

answe~ taker• as u c r oss b ilJ and would furth er s how: 

lst: That s1nce t he marriage, as set fort h in the &ec-

e;und paragraph of t he b1 ll of compl&int, t he said c vmpl c;li nant has 

cumrnitted adultery with divers persons whuse names are unkno'wn tu 

this respondent. 

2nd: This respondent left tre complainant in t h e fall 

of 1919, because t he complainant treated t h is r es ondent w::t.th such 

cruelty t hat sh e reas vnabl~ apprehended th e r efrom such v1ol en ce 

upon her persun a s would be attended w1 th aanger tu her l1fe a na 

health. 
3rd: That after said marri&ge , t he complainant became 

addicted t o habitual drunkeness. 

Wherefo re this respondent prays t ha t yu ur Honur w1ll a.ecre; 

Uat t he bunds of m~trimony heretofore exist1ng betwe~n t he .c e s :pund-

en d and complr.inant be forever dissolved, and t h a. t t h ls rest,onden~ 

rr.a.) be permitted tu re- ll.al ry; a.r;d that reSJ. Ondent ma.i be g1ven 

t he care, custody and cvntrol vf said infant , Eva ~~Y Hall, ~nd t hat 

s a id cumpl ainant may be required to p ay to th~s respondent &,limu ny 

in ac Gordance wi th h is ability and t he condi t1 on ana stat1on 1n life 

of t ~e respective yarties. And if t his respondent has not asked fo r 

t~e proper relief, r.he furt her prays t ha t sh e mi ght l:av e such f ur-

t her ar.d oth~r rel1ef in t·- e premises ae. her c~:~.s e lila../ re4.ui re a!'.a as 

to you r Ho nor may s e cm meet. 

All of whi ch. matters this r espvndent is rea dy t o ~:~.v er , 

Honorable ~ uurt shall direcx • 

~~~ 
.... ai ntaJ..n <:t • d prove <) s this 

, .;._,_,_A-7 q/,;~r"t ~ondent . 
1'-luTE : TheA~rmerrt is n ·quired to c-nswer t he allcgati·ons of bec
tion "Six" of t he abuve bill frurc.. paragraph vne t u Three J..nclusJ.ve, 
bu t nu t under oath, oath be~ng hereb~ expressly wai~ea. 

s~~ 

~rf~e~nt. 
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8 558 DECREE OF DIVORCE. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 
I No ................................ . CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY. 

·····-··············-··············································································· ············--··-·······································-···--·········· 
Complainant ..... . 

vs. 
Defendant ..... . 

·····-····------···················-··············--·---.. ---·········· ·········· ··-················· ······--······-·····················-·····-··················-·············· 

This cauae , coming on to be hea rd at this T e rm, waa submitted upon the Bill o f Compla int , de cr e e pro confesso 

··········-·-···················-·······························································--·· ···························································-·················--····················· 

a nd tes tim ony a a noted by the R egis te r ; nnd, upon con side r a tion there of, th e C o u r t is o f opinion tha t the C omplainant 

is entitled to the relief p rayed for in ....................................................................................................................................... . 

........... .................................................................................... ....................... ...................................... snid bill. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, Orde red, a djudged and decre ed by the Court, tha t the bonds of m a t r imony here tofore 

ex is ting b e t ween the C o mpla inant a nd D e fendant be, and the sam e a r e here b y dissolved , a nd the Daid ...... ..... ............ . 

···············································--·····································-·······-·-·· 
............................................ is forever divorced from the said 

························································-·--······················ ······-··········· ........................... .................. ................. f o r and on a ccount of 

·················································· ··· ········································-······ .................................................................................................... . 

..................................................................................... ................ ......................................................................... ........................... . 

-···········-····································································· ············· ····· ···································································································· 

···································································································· ................................................................................................... . 

···········································································-························ ·····································-···········-·······-·····························-······-··-·· 

..................................... .... .............. ... ....... . .......................................................................... as a lleged in s a id Bill of Compla int; 

It is furthe r ordered, tha t the said ....................................................................................... ... .... ..................... ............ . 

b e , a nd .......... h e is her eby p ermitted to again contra ct m a rria ge, upon the pa yment of the costs o f Court in this cau r.e. 

It is furthe r orde r ed, tha t the said ........................ .................... . .. .................. .............. ....... ........ ................ ................ . . 

p ay Lhe cos ts here in taxed, fo r which ex ecution may issue , a nd if s u ch execution is ret urn ed " no p r oper ty found," 

the n ex ecutio n for such coats may issu e a ga inst the said ....................................................................................................... . 

It is fu r ther ordered, adjudeed a nd decr eed tha t said ····· ····· ····· ·· ··········-········································· ··· ············· ······ 

sh a ll n o t a gain marry except to said .................... ........... . .... ...................... . .. ···· ··············-······································· ················ 

until sixty days after this d a t e , a nd that if an a ppea l is t a lre n w ithin s ixty da y s s he sh a ll n o t m arry again except 

to sa id ................................................................... ............................................................. dur ing the p ende n cy of said a ppeal . 

......................................................................... __ _______________ _____ _____ _ ·· ··················································· ······-..·:·················-···················· 

This ................................ d a y of ............ .. ................................... ......... .. 191 ..... . 



No ...... ·-21·7·;;······················ 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

CIRCUIT COURT IN EQUITY. 

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALA. 

___ ;r_g_:P..n .. Daniel .. .Ra-11-.-·-············-········-········· 

VI . 

........... N.~_lli.e ... G:r.ay. .. Hall········· ··· ·····-~---······ 

-- - -
DECREE OF DIVORCE. 

Filed in o ffice thia ......... .. ...... .... ............. ............. . 

day of ............. .. ............ .... .......... .............. .... . 191 ..... . 

R egiat er. 

E. 0. M ........................................................................ . 

~ 

' 



The State Jf Al&oama) 
In Eauity, Circuit Court, 

Baldwin County. 
~aldwin County, ~labama . 

John Daniel Hall , Coffil..lainant, 

vs. 

Uellie Gray Hall, Respondr nt. 

This c'ause coming on to be heard in V2Cat·on was suo

mitteo upon the bill of complaint on behal f of co~plainant 

and in behalf od c.efendent answer and cross bill decree 

pro con-fesso and the tepositions o¥ wit1esses for and in 

behulf of the 1\espond· nt us follo,;s : T. 1.:. Green, George 

Green, I..Lrs Hellie Gray Hall, Ernest Bi60S, Dewitt Drew , 

I.Iary ./ilson, Urs John L. Gray, Joe k.in6 , H. l.r. Chamole ss, 

John Lan0 ham, Thomas IT. Gentry, and F. F. Little, and 

testimony as noted by the Je0 ister; ana upon consiueration 

thereof the Court is of the opinion that complainant is not 

entitled to the relief prayed for in his bill of complaint, 

and it is therefore ordere d, acjud6 ed and decreed by the court 

that the SQid complainant be denied the relief prayed for in 

his bill of complaint. 

On consideration of the respondents answe r cross bill and 

depositions aduced KKK in her behalf the Court is of the 

opinion that she is entitled to the relief pr~yed for in her 

answer and crosd bill; it is therefore ordered, adjudged and 

decreed that Pellie Gray Hall is relieved of the bond of 

matr i mony heretofore e. istin0 oetween the saiu John Daniel 

Hall and herself anu the same so far as they rel ate to the 

said I:ellie Gr!3-y Hall be &nc tney &.r e hereby a.esol ved ana. 

the saia Hellie Gray Hall is forever divorced. from Jonn Daniel 
of 

Hall for and on acc ount of the extreme cruelty~~ saiu John 

Daniel Hall to the said Jlellie Grr.y Hall. It is further orderei 

that the sa id Nellie Gray Hall be and she is hereby permitted 

to contract marriage a~ain. It is further ordered, that the saia. 

John uaniel Hall ~ay the cost herein taxed, for which execution 



execution maY issue, an<i. if such execution is returneo. " no 

property fouoCl •; then execution for suoh costs maY is sue 

against the said Pellie GraY Rall. 
It is further orctered, adjudged an<i. a - creed that sni<i. l"llie 

GraY Hall shall not marrY except to said John Daniel Hall until 

sixtY days after this dute, end-that if an appeel rB tuken 

within sixtY Qays she shall not maXrY a5ain except to s~id John 

Daniel Hall durin6 the pend"ncY of said appeal. 

It is further orctered, actjud6 ed an<i. decreed that on avoount 

om the fact t hat it has been fullY proven to the court th•t the 

said John Daniel Hall is a man of bad characte<i. ana not a fit 

pel'son to have the custody and control of the child born unto 

them, but upon the other hand t he court is of the opinion that 

the said rellie Gray Hall is a fit person to have the contrdll 

and. custodiy of Eva Lily Hall, it is therefore or<iere d aojud5 ed 
' 

and 6.ccreed by the Court that the cuatociy, care , mana0 ement 

anci. control of the sai6. Eva lEY Hal l be 5iven absolutely to 

the said Nc>llie Gray Hall. 

Bated at "9rewton .Alabama ' ' 

1920. 


