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Georgis McMillan, Complainant (
Vs, ( In the Circuit Court of Baldwin

H, E. Chambgess and Bessie Chsambless
( County, Alabama, -In Equity.

(

Ufendants.

Demurrex:
Now comes the defendant, Bessie Chambless, and demurs to that part of

the prayer for relief, which esks for the annulment of tThe certificate

of adoption on the following grounds to-wit:-
Pirst.
Because the anulment of the declaration of adoption can only be eff ected.
in the rrobate Court, on petition of the child or the party adop pt-
ing the chila.
Second.
Because a court of equity has no jurisdiction to annul Q‘certifiad:e of
adoption,
Third.
Becase it is not shown that sny proceedings have been held in the
Probate Court to set aside and annﬁl the decleration of adoption,
Fourth,
Becaus e an annulment of the declaration of adoption is not a mated 1
issue in this cause,
Answer,
Hot welving the said demurrers but relying end insisting thereon, tis
defendant, Bessie Chambless for answer to the bill of compliint sam :
l1st,. That it is true that complainant is over the age of 21 years,
and a resident of Baldwin County, Alabama, and that defendant is over
the age of 21 years, but that she is not residing in Baldwin County,
That -d4efendant has been informed that complainant is the-méiﬂg;-ngc‘ —
Bessle May Chambless, and that the chilg vas born on the 23rd day
of January 1914,
nd.-- Answering the second paragrsph of the bill of complsind ,
this defendant says that it is not true that Sam Parker died soon
after the birth/s; the child, but that soon after the birth of +he

child complainant secured a divorce from the said Sam rarker and

married W, J. MeMillan,
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Yhat Sam Parker afterwards went to the war and was wounded in Franece

but is not desd unless he has died in the last few weelks.

Defendant denies that she parsuaded complainant to lesve the child

with them for care sni attention only so long as she was s“‘unable
to care for said child. That on the other hand the proposal was

made by complsinant, and she was emphatically told that they would

not take the child, unless compléinent conssnted that they could adopt

the child and keep it for their own. This complainant agreed to do,
~and came to Bay #inette before mMrobate vudge J. H. H. Smith, and on

being questioned by Judge Smith sgreed to the adoption, and the

declaration of adoptkon was drawn up by him and executed by H. E.

Chambless end Sessie Chaimbless, and there was nothing said about @yree

temporary edoption, or that the child would be given back to its

" mother as soon as the mother was in position to properly care for it.
Third™ Answering the third paragraph of the bill of complaint, de-
fendant says, that it is true that she and her husband H. E. Cham-
bless legglly adopted the child, and that evidence of said adopt-
ion is recorded in the Minutes of the ’robate Udﬁrt in Book H on

coege 171, and that said adoption was in every respects legal and

binding. Defendant avers and stetes that complainent did understand
and agree that this should be a permanent adoption, and there wss
no p¥rsuasion used ~on the part of defendant, but was entirely vol
untary on the part of complainant, and no representation was made
by defendant that defendants would take charge of the child until
complainent was able to care for the child, as defendants emphasi=z d
the fact that unless zomplainant was willing for them to adopt the
¢hild as their own, they would have nothing to do with the matter .
4th.--"To the fourth.naragraph of the bill of compleint defendant
says, that it isu true that complainant has since said adoption
married one W. J. MeMillen, but she denies thet complainant s shke
or fitted in any way to maintain, educate and support said child.
That complainant and her husband are living with Davia Chambless, w
who is the father of complainant, and that her said husband is
trifiing and worthless, works very little and David Chambless has
to support him and his family. Thet both complainant and . 2
MeMillen are very immoral, and teach the oldest child of complsa n-

ant immoral practices, and in the hebeas dorpus proceedings

before Probate vJudge J. M. Voltz, it was shown that complainannétrr

and &and her hasband were unfit morally to raise the child.



Defendant states that on account of the character of complainsent ml_,
and her husband, it would be very detrimental and notlto the best
interests of the child, to turn said child over to her mother.
that defendant is well able to care for said child, finaneially and
otherwise, that she has always brought up and raised the child as ®
her own: that the child is well, strosg and robust, well cered for,
and contented. That it is untrue that she has ever abused the chilg
or mistreated her in any way, snd that she is raising up the.child
in & proper manner, with good morsl influences and surroundings,
end that it would be ruinous to the proper development of the chaz
acter of this child for it to be taken away and turned over to its
mother and under the influences of its mother, W. J. Meilillan and
David Chambless. That in the habeas-corpus proceedings above re-
ferred to, it was attemoted to be shown that Bessie Chambless wes
not financially able to take care of the child, but the child beig
present in court was observed to to be well end strong snd it coi

&S -
could not be shown that it was not to the best interests of the

“ehlld.that it xemain with defendant, and the Brobate  Judge a-  °

warded the child to defendants its adopted parents,

Def '
elendant states that the oresnt suit was filed about six weeks

after the decision in the probate court aw

defend
naant, and that the status of the parties has not changed,

8868 gre the same |
No &appeal wgg
the Original suit been naig

arding +the child to

and that the facts in both ¢

are the same and = e

taken, neither have the costs in

Now, defendant,

that B8he be
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georgia Me Millen,Complainant.

} ve

- In the Clrcuit Court=<gquity
HelsChambless, and Bessie Chambless,

Side.

e L S Y

Defendant.
Wl W T - o . m o gtate of Aleabsma,Bsldwin county.

To the Honorable, the Circuit Court of Baldwin county,state _
of flabama, and the Hon.A,E.Gamble, Judge thereof,In Equitysitting:

~— Comes Georgia [lc Millan and res-ectfully presents thie, her
Bill of Counplaint sgainst 5,E.Chambless and Rescie Chambless and
represents and shows unto Your Honor:-

PIRST.

That your Oratrix is a resident of Baldwin Couunty,State of
Alabeme,and is over the eage of twenty-one yearss That the defendants,
HeE.Chaembless and pBessie Chambless, are also residents of Basldwin
County ,tate of ilebama, are over the sge of twenty-one years and reside
at, Perdido, Baldwin County,ilsabamse. Thet your Oratrix is the mother of
Bessle lwy rarker, & femsle child,whc was born on the 23rd, day of
Janusry,l914, being the i sue of a former merriage of your Qratrix to
cam PFarker.

SECOLD.

Your Oratrix's first husband ,5am Parkery died soon after
the birth of sadd child a&nd thet during the widowhood of your Oratrix
gshe was indigent and without means of cu.port and was unmble to
properly care for herself and the said Child and that on wo-wit, the
£2nd day of October,1915, she was persusded by ter sister, Bescie
Chambless, one of the pefendents in this casuse,and by H. .Chambless,
the husband of Bessie Chambless, aund t e L e i i use,
to leave the¢ ehild witihh them for care dnd etlenticn only s0 long &s she
wes unable to care for seid child end thet in pursuasnce of and by resson
of said persuasion and said understanding she permitted the said
defendants to take care ol bhe ehk-igsaid child &nd went with them
to the pifice of the Judge of rrobate of Baldwin County, A labams,
and consented that they could care for the sasid child until she could
be in & position to properly cere for it herself.

THIRD.

That the said Defendants now claim that they have legally
adosted and that evidence of said sdoption is recordec in the }inutes
of the Probate Court Book "H" on page 171, & cop;y of whieh is hereto
asbaehed annexcd, marked "RExhibit "A" . and mede & part of this bille.
Your Oratrix slleges that she never did, at &ny time understand, nor
did she consent, that caid adoption should be permenent. Your Qratrix
is illiterate and wss persusded to agree to the arrangement by which
the g8id defendsnts took .charge ofs&hd child upon the representation
by them that it would only be until Oratrix could herself be able to
care for the: ssid childe

FOURTH.

Your Qratrix elleges that she has since re-married to .d-
ve Millan,end that she is now ell &ble, financislly and otherwise,
to meintsin, educste snd support the said child but the defendznts,
H.E.Chembless &nd Bessie Chambless are not financielly a&ble,nor are
they the proper persons to have the custody and coutrol of the said
c¢hild; thet while the sg&id child wes in their custody that they misuced,
abused a&nd severly whipped her; that they are not proper and Iit
persong to have the carc and custody of the sald child and that it
would be for the best interests of said child thst the custody of
gaid child be talken away from the said Defendants,H.E.Chambless and
Bescie Chambless. -

PRAYER FOR PROCESE.

vyour Qratrix praye that the said pefendants,H.E .Chambless,
end Beséie Chambles:, be made parties res ondeuts to this Bill of
complaint by the ususl procesces of this Honoarble Court,requiring
them to plead, enswer or demur to this Bill of Compleint within
the time reruired b, law in such ceBesS.

PRAYER FOR HKELIEF.
your orstrix ;rays that upon & final hearing of this cause that

. -
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Your Honor may be pleased to ennul the ssid i
‘ Certificate of
gfdt2;:ia};oéttgf g:i;fgegtcfndbftat the custody and care o%dggzéoghild
: «lbelha&mbless and Bessie Chambless and
Honor will grent the care, custody and cont 3 b
§ rol of the ssid
Your orstrix its mother. That Your Honor may grant snd dacrsiiggcﬁo

other or further or aiff rent relief se she may, iu equity aand good

conscien i i i
< ce, be entitled to. As in duty bound, she wil. ever pray,etc.,

Page and loorer,
Stone and Stone.

Solicitors for complainsnt.

FOOT NOTE: The Defendants, H,E.Chambless and
are required to answer emch snd every parszreph orf tﬁzagi;egggﬁtlggii‘
of complaint, from "FIRST" to"POURTH™ , both inelusive.but not ugder
oath, answer under osth being hereby expressly waivod.’
rage and lNoorer,
Stone and Stone.
Solieitors for Complainant. .

EXHIBIT "A".

RBessie Parker,s Minor,)

As to her sdoption. ) Probate Court,Baldwin,County,Alabama,
Ooctober 2nd,1915.

Come Hardin E C.ambless and Bessie Chambless and filed in gourt
on this day, &n instrument in writing, sckno.ledged according to law,
whieh seid instrument, being in woxds, gnd figures as follows:

ctate of Alabams,
county of Baldwin. Xnow gll men by these presents; Thal we,Hsrdin
E Chembless and Bessie Chambless,his wife, of ss&id Couniy sod Stebe
do hereby declare, In the presence Thomeg W Licierson and (C, L.koxrion,
thet we desire to adopt, and that wg hereby &e &dopt, Bessie ligy parker,
8 feisle chilc of Sam Parker and (Georgia rerker, of the age of one yesr
end eight months, so as to mske her, the szid minor, eapable of inher-
~-iting our,and esch of our estates,real,per onsl and mixed.
we do further declare trat it is our desire thalt the name
of the seid child shall be chenged from Bessie llay rarker, its present
name to Bessie liey Chambless, by which it shall be kunown in the future.
HeloChambless.
Be ssie (Chembless.
.&tt.s‘h ™
T.W.Richersons
C.L.2ortone.

ctate of Alabamag )
Baldwin County. ) Before me,J.H.H.Smith,Judge of Probate in and
for seid County in said Stete. personslly appeardd
Herdin ¥ chembless and Bescie Chambless,who are own to me, and who are
Ynown to be the declasrants in the above declaration, being iniormed
of the contents of the ssid declerstion,acknovwledged before me on this
d8F, thaet they executed the sgme volunterily on the dsy the same bears
date . , :
given under ty hand this 2nd, day of October,l1915.
J..’.i.litsmlth'
Judge of 'robate.”

1% ie therefore ord red by the Court that the sa;d declaration
and consent be filed &nd recorded in the iinutes of ihis Courte
J.HeH.5mith,
judge of Probatee.




8587 SUMMONS—Original. Baldwin Times Print.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, | CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
BALDWIN COUNTY. | IN EQUITY.

To any Sheriff of the State of Alabama—GREETING:

WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon......__._.& 1 .E.Chambless ...... andEQSSi&.ChaﬂleSS,
0fe RBRLAWAM s County, to be and appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of

Baldwin County, exercising Chancery jurisdiction, within thirty days after the service of Summons, and there to

answer, plead or demur, wihout ocath, to a Bill of Complaint lately exhibited by

..................................... AT TaT o5 - B T T2 1 - s S
RgaInE Rl o e I SR e
= e He BaChaMbl e8s and Bassie Chambless,. ... . s

and further to do and perform what said Judge shall order and direct in that behalf. And this the said Defendant

shall in no wise omit, under penalty, etc. = And we further command that you return this writ with your endorsement

thereon, to our said Court immediately upon the execution thereof.

 ———

Register.

N. B.—Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill upon application to the Register.




BOTVE Ol e e v i e S i e

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, .|
' IN EQUITY.

Nos BB - s

SUMMONS.
—_—————— ‘__._._._!&:

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,

VE.

nHeBas..&nd. Bessie Chambles

Deputy Sheriff.
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0. AV, 7. Smith
Watrper
Wrewhmr, Al
Brewton, Ala., Oct, 16, 1919,

Hon, Register in Chancery,
Bay lMinette, Ala,
Dear sir:-

Please send me a copy of the bill and charge it up
to costs in the case in the cause wherein Georgis McMillan is
complainant and H, B, Chambless and Bessie Chambless, defendants,

- - ———

I ‘represenitethe defendants,
Thanking you in advamce, I am,
Very truly yours,

G, W, L, SMITH, ATTORNEY .,

- T g A g 1 Ty o, Ton o il

e — A ————. == —

o



8587 SUMMONS—Original. Baldwin Times Print.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, | CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
BALDWIN COUNTY. | IN EQUITY.

To any Sheriff of the State of Alabama—GREETING:

» Bs CRembl nd Becale Chambless,
WE COMMAND: YOU T hat you summmon o eesttemssrraceesosseeneraronssse e e e eeseafeontene menis
liel®rin
of o T btk LIS LI S County, to be and appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of

Baldwin County, exercising Chancery jurisdiction, within thirty days after the service of Summons, and there to

.................................................................................................................................................................................................... .
(]

and further to do and perform what said Judge shall order and direct in that behalf. And this the said Defendant
shall in no wise omit, under penalty, ete. = And we further command that you return this writ with your endorsement

thereon, to our said Court immediately upon the execution thereof.

N. B.—Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill upon application to the Register.



Serve ON.....ooiiiiiiiiiiaeaeeans //

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
IN EQUITY. i

b
SUMMONS.
h“ﬂ‘“"}."(}:‘;iﬁ.'
vs.
“Betie EL0 PO Ee Clanbles
Solicitor for Complainant.

=

e o S

o

—————— e

Bt —

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
BALDWIN COUNTY.

Received in office this....._._.__

Summons with

Deputy Sheriff.
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GEORGIA MCMILIAN,
Complainant.

-V8= IN THE CIRCUIT COURT=-EQUITY SIDE.

H., E. CHAMBLESS and

BESSIE CHAMBLESS.
Defendants.,

STATE OF ALABAMA,
BALDWIN COUNTY

I
i
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1
1
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: To the Honoraonle, the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, State
of Alabama, and the Hon. A. E. Gamble, Judge thereof, In Equity Sit=-
ting;

Comes Georgia McMillan &and respectfully presents this, her
Bill of Complaint against H. E. Chambless and Bessie Chambless and
represents and snows unto Your Honor:-

FIRST.

That Your Oratrix ie a resident or Baldwin County, State of
Alabame, @nd is over the age of twenty~-one years, That the Defendants,
H. E. Chambless and Bessie Chambless, a&are also residents of Baldwin
County, State of Alabama, are over the age of tweniy-one years and re=-
gside at,Perdido, Baldwin County, Alabama. That Your Oratrix is the
mother of Bessie Iy Parker, a female child, who was born on the 83rd
day of January, 1914, being thne issue of a former marriage of your Ora=-
trix to Sam Parker.

SECOND.

Your Oratrix's first husband, Sam Parker, died soon aiter the
birth of said ehild and that during the widowhood of your Oratrix she
was indigent and witnout means of suppori and was unable to properly
care for herself and the said child and tmt on, to-wii, the second
day oi October, 1916, she was persuaded by her sisier, Bessie Chambless,
one the Defendants in this cause, and by H. E. Chamblesa,‘the husband
of Bessie Chambless, and tne other derendant 13 tnis cause, to leave
the child with them for care and atteniion ounly so long as She wWas un-
able to care for said child and that in pursuance of and by reason of
gaid persuasions and said undersianding she permitted the said defend-
ants to take care of said child and went with them to the Office of the

Juige of Probate of Baldwin County, Alavame and consented that they



&£ T T e

could ocare for the said child until she could be in a position to§
properly care for it herself,
THIRD.,

That the said Defendants now claim that they have legally adépted
and that evidence of said adoption is recorded in the Minutes of the
Probate Court Book "H" on pahe 171, & copy of which is hereto annexed,
marked "Exhibit "A". and iade a part of this bill. Your Ordtrix alleges
that she never did, at any time understand, nor did she comsent, that
said wdoption should be permanemt. Your Oratrix is illiterate and was
persufaded to agree to the arrangement by which the said defendsnts took
charge of said child upon the representation by them that it would only
be until Oratrix could herself be able to care for the said child.

FPOURTH.

Your Oratrix alleges thht she has since remarried to W. J. Mc-
Millan and thatishe is now well able, financially snd otherwise, to
maintain, educate and support dhe said child but the defendants, H. E.
Chambless andi Bessie Chambless &re not financially able, nor are they
7the proper persons to have the custody and control of the said child;
that while the said ehild was in their custody that they misused, &=
bused and severely whipped her; that they are not proper and fit pers-
ons to have the care and custody of the said child and that it would
be for the best interests of said child that the custody of said child
be taken away from the said Defendants, H. E. Chambless and Bessie
Chambless.

PRAYER FOR PROCESS.
Your Oratrix Prays that the said Defendents, H, E. Chambless
and Bessie Chambless, be made parties rasponqents to this Bill of Com~
plaint by the usual processes oi this Honorable Court, requiring them
tovpiead, snswer or demur to this Bill of Complaint within the time
required by law in such cases.
| PRAYER FOR RELIEF.,
Your Oratrix prays that upon a finesl hearing of this cause that
Your Honor may be pleased to annul the said Certificate of Adoption and
declere it of no effect and that the custody and care of said child be

taken from the said He E. Chambless and Bessie Chambless and Your Honor



page 3.

will grant the care, custody anmd control of the said child to Your Oratrix
its mother. That Your Honor may grant and decree such other or further
or difierent relief as she may, in equity and good conscience, be emtitled
to. As in duty bound, she will ever pray, eic., etc.,

PAGE & MOORER

STONE & STONE
Solictors for Complainant.

FOOT NOTE: The Defendants, He E. Chambless and Bessie Ehambless, are re-
quired to answer each &nd every paragraph of the foregoing Bill of Com-
plaint, from "FIRST" to "FOURTH", both inclusive, but not under oath,
answer under oath being hereby expressly waived.

PAGE & MOORER,

STONE & STONE,
Solicitors for Complainant.



Bessie May Parker, & Minor, )
) Probate Court,Baldwin County, Alabama.
As to her adoption. ) October 2d, 1915.

Comes Hardin E. Chambless and Bessie Chambless and filed in
Court on this day, an instrument in writing, acknowledged according
to law, which s2id instrumenit, being in words and figures as follows;

"State of Alabama.
County of Baldwin,

Know all men by tnese presents; That We, Hardin E. Chamb-
less and Bessie Chambless, his wife, of said County and State, do
hereby declare, in the presence of Thomas 1. Richerson ami C. L. Mor=
ton, that we desire to adopt, and that we do nereby adopt, Bessie lay
Parker, & female child of Sam Parker and Georgia Parker, of the age of
one year and eight months, so &s to m&ke her, the said minor, capab=-
le of inheriting our, and each of our estates, real, personal and mix=-
ede

We do further declare that i$ is our desire that the hame
of the said child shall be changed from Bessie liay Parker,.its pres-
ent name, to Bessie lMay Chambless, by which it shall be known in the
future.

ATTEST H. E. Chambless.
Te We Richerson. Besgie Chambless.
Ce L. Mortone.

State of Alabamé.

Baldwin Couniye. 5
Before me, J. He H, Smith, Judge of Probate in and for

gaid County in said State, personally appeared Hardin E. Chambless
and Bessie Chambless, who are known to me, and wno are known to be
the declarants in the &bove declaration, being informed of tne ¢on-
tents of the said declaration, acknowledged before we on this day,
that they executed the same voluntarily on the day the same bears
daate.
Given under my hand this 24 day of October, A. D, 1925,
Je He He Smith,
Judge of Probate."

It is therefore ordered by the Court that Uhe said declar-
ation and consent be filed and recorded in the Minutes of this Courte.

Js He He Smith,
Judige of Probate.



To the Honorable A, B, Gamble, Judge of the
Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, sitting in Equity:

Comes Paul F. Smith, and files this his bill
of complaint, showing unto your Honor as follows:

FIRST: That he is a non-recident of the

Oand oy (Lea Cof Al
State of Alabama,_ but is the fowner of , and in the peacable

N
possession of the following described real property, situate
in Baldwin County, State of Alabama, viz: The Northeast Quarter
of the Southwest Quar ter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 29,
Township 3 South, Range 2 East,

SECOND ; That the following named persons are
reputed to claim samne right, title or interest in or incumbrance
upon the said lands: The heirs, next of kin, devisees, executors
or administrators or assignees of William Fisher, Sr., Marcette
Krebs, Josephine Grelot, Hypolite Fisher, Jr., Joehua Kennedy
and John Bartlett, Jr., deceased, all of whom are over the age
of 2I years and whose residences are unknown and whose post
office addresses are unknown, though diligent inquiry has been
made to ascertain same, but complainant believes their residence
not to be in this State.

THIRD: Complainant further shows unto your
Honor that no suit is pending to enforce or test the validity of
any of the said claims, either;on.the part of the claimant or the
defendants and each of them, separateiy and severally, are hereby
called upon to set forth his, her or their alleged right, title,
claim, interest or incumbrance therein or thereupon and how and

by what instrument the same is derived or created.

PRAYER FCOR PROCESS AND RELIETF.

The premises considered, your complainant
prays that your Eonor will take jurisdiction of this bill of
complaint and that the heirs, next of kin, devisees, executars
or administrators or assignees of William Fisher, Sr., Marette
Krebs, Josephine Grelot, Hypolite Fisher, Jr., Joshua Kennedy

and JbEnHBartlett. Jr., deceased, may be made parties defendant

v s
-



to this bill of complaint and be brought into this Court by subpoena
or publication as provided by law and that they may be required to
plead, answer or demur to this bill within the time required by law,

And complainant further prays that it may please
your Honors upon the hearing of this cause to order and decree that
the said defendants have no right, title or interest in or to any
part of or incumbrance upon the said lands hereinabove described,
but that the whole title to the said lands is vested in this
complainant, and that your Honorrwill further grant unto complainant
all such further and additional relief as he may be entitled to in
the premises or as may seem just and meet.

And in duty bound he will ever pray, etc.

SOLICITORS FCR COMPLAINE%T.

FOOT NOTE: The defendants are requlled to answer eadh paragraph

in the foregoing bill but answer thereto under cath is expressly

waived,

STATE OF ALABAMA,
MOBILE COUNTY,

Before me, Edward Kramer, =2 Notary Public in
and for said State and County, personally appeared D, H. Edington,
who being by me first duly sworn says that he is the agent of the
complainant in the above entitled cause and that each and every
allegation of the foregoing bill of complaint, including the
allegations of non-residence and age of defendants, and that he
has made diligent inquiry to ascertain same, and that said
defendants are non-residents and over the age of 2I years, are
true, That such allegations as are based on information and
inquiry he states are true to the best of his knowledge,
information and belief. That the po=st office addresses of
gsaid non-regsident defendants are unknown, not ascertainable after

diligent search and inquiry.
- L

| 4
Sibscribed and sworn tc before me this the 30th

day of April, 1918, :‘; A &
. !_;_N A d} ” _j) L; O N /
NOT Y PUBLIC, MOBILE COUNTY, ALA.
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