
Goorgia ~.!c2.fillan, Complainant 

V <• 
"' " 

In the Circuit Court of ~aldwin 

H . B. Chambeess and ~essie Chambless 
( County , Alabt::la , -In ~quity. 

lJf e ndan ts • 

Demurrer; 

!Jo";'l comes the defendant, r~ess ie Chambless, and demurs to that pt.rt of 

the prayer for relief, \Vhich as1rs for the annul:nen t of the certificate 

of adoption on tho fo!lowi ng grounds to-wit:-

.B' i rst. 

l3ecause the anulment of the decl&ration of adoption can only be eft" ecte t{_ 

in the ~robate Court, on petition 

ing the child. 

Second. 

of the chi ld or the party ad~ pt-

~ecau~e a court of eaui ty has no jurisdiction to annul a certifie.d; e of 

adoption. 

'thi rd. 

Beca ·ae it is not shown that any proceenings have heon held in the 

~robate ~ourt to set aside and annul the declaration o~ adoption. 

~·ourth. 

~eea.ue e a.n ~~ulment of the declaration of a.do~tion is not a ma.te~l 

issue in t his cause • 

. Answer. 

Not '.Vaiving the said demurrers but relying and insisting thereon , tis 

defendant, ~essie Chambless for answer to the bill of comolaint sa~ : 

1st •• That it is true that complainant is over the age of 21 years , 

and a resident of ~aldwin County, Alabama, and that defendant is over 

the age of Bl years, but that she is not residing in Baldwin County. 

'~hat .defend&nt has beon inforr:1ed thet coMolainant is the mother of 

~essie ;.~ay Chei'lble ss , and that the child . .'a s born on the 2!"3rd dey 

of January 1914. 

?nd • -- Ans.·1er1ne the second oaragraph of the bill of compls.inJ , 

this defendant s~ys t~at it is not true that Sam Parker died soon 

after the birth~ the child, but that soon aft er the birth of tD:e 

child complaiLant so cured a divorce from the said Sarn -Jarker and 

married IT. J. I.fcMillan. 



' ... 'hat Sam ~'arker after>'lards \'lent to the war and was wounded in Franec e 

but is not dead unless he has died in the last few weeks. 

Defendant denies tha. t she pursuaded com.Jls.inant to leave the child 

with them for care and attention only so long as she .. as ·unuble 
to care for said child. ~hat on the ott1er hand the proposal wa s 

made by complainant , und she was e~phatically told that they would 

not take the child , unless complainant consented that they could adopt 

t he chi ld and keep it for their own. Thi s com""'lainant agreed to do , 

and came t o Bay .l4i nette befo r e . abate vudge J . H. H. Smi t h , and on 

being quest i oned by Judge ~mith agreed to the adoption, and the 

declaration of adoptron .1as drawn up by him and executed by H. E. 

Chambless end ~essi n Chambless and there was nothing said about ~:t-' v 
temporary a~option, or that the child would be given back to i t s 

mother as soon as t he mother was in position to properly care for i t. 

Tnird~ Answering the third paragraph of the bill of complaint, d~ 

fendant says , that it is true that she and her husband H. B. Cham­

bless legally adopted the child, and that evidence of said adopt­

ion is recorded in the l.Unute s of the 'rob ate ~ourt in "Book H on 

'Jage 171, and that said adoption ~'as in eYery res )ec t s legal and ~-~~~-' 

binding. Defendant avers and states that complainant did under stam 

and agree that this should be a permanent adoption, and there was 

no p"ftsnasion used on the part of defendant, but was entirely vol-

untary on the part of complainant , and no representation was made 

by defe .• dant that defendants would take charge of the · child until 

complaine.n t '.vas able to care for the child , as defendants em!)hasi :e d 

the fact that unless ~o~plainant was willing for them to adopt the 

child as their own, they would have nothing to do with the matter . 

4th. --·~o the fourth uaragrauh of the bill of complaint defendant 

says, that it is .• true that complainant has since said adoption 

married one '1. J. Me Hllan, but che denies the. t complainant is abJe 

or fitted in any way to maintain, educate and BU'">port said child. 

~hat complainant and her husba..l'J.d are living ·::i th David Chambless , 1 

who is the father of compl~inant, and that her said husband is 

trifling a,.., 1 1orthless , works very 1 i ttle and David Chambless has 

to support him and his family. That both complb.inant and W. J. 

Lc. fill an are very im~oral, and teach the oldest child of complai. n-

nnt imnoral )ractices, and in the habeas dorpus proceedings 

befo!'e :-robe te cJudge J. M. Voltz, it was shown that complain&~ 

and and her hasband were u~fit morally to raise the child. 



Defendant states that on account of the charac~er of complainant ~ 

and her husband, it would be very detrimental ~d no~o the best 

interests of the child, to turn said child over to her mother. 

'.l.'ha t defendant is well able to care for said child, financi ally and 

otherwise, that she has always brought up and raised the child as W 

her own; tP~t the child is ~ell, stro ~ and robust, well cared for. 

and contented. ~hat it is lL~true that she has ever abused the chil4 

or mistreated her in any w~, and that she is raising up the child 

in a proper '!lanner, with good moral influences and surroundings. 

and that it would be ruinous to the proper development of the chaP 

acter of this child for it to be taken away and turned over to its 

mother and under the influences of its mother, '1. J. ~.!c~lillan and 

David Chambless. That in the habeas-corpus proceedings above re­

ferred to, it was atte~Jted to be shown that ~es~ ie Chambless we~ 
' 

not financially able to take care of the child, but the child betg 

oresent in court -as obs erved to to be well and strong and it co~ 
!. .;.,; 

could not be shown that it ':':as not to the best interests of the 

'chi'ld that it ~ain with defendant, and the ~robate 

·.'Varded the child to defendants its adopted parents . 

uudge a-

Defendant s~ t t t a es ha the oresnt sui~" -.•as f"l d 
1 e about six weeks 

after the decision in the probate 
court a'r'iarding the child to 

defendant, and that the sta~us of 
the Plirties nas not chacged . 

and thet the 
facts in both cases 

are the sa~e, and the }arties are the same 
and no appeal ..., as 

the oripinal 
suit been ·'1aid. 

taken 
' uei t.tJer have th .e costa in 

llow' def'end£.{Lt , iess ie 
t hat sba be 

l1ha'1lble ss h . , av1ng f ll u Y answered 
to retain the 

her reasonable 
Chambless , and that 
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Geo rg:ta ..:.~c .. :illan , complo.lnant. ) 
) 

vs 
n • .c;.cru:unbless, and 

) 
Bessie chamb1cso 9 ) 

Doi'cmdant. 
) 
) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - ~ 

In tho Circui c-u~t~~quity 

Side. 

8tato of J lab2ma.,Be.ldwin county. 

To the Honorable, tho Circuit court of Balduin county.st tc _ 
of '1 bama, and tho lion.A.E.Camb1o, Judge thoroo:f,In Equj_tysitting: 

co :1 s Goorgia .c il.Lan :"nd rc f:1 ciifully 1·cs nts t s, he::,: 
Bill oi' Co nl int a , inst r.; .:c;. Chambleso and Bessie Ch alJl st. and 
ropr~c nts and chows unto your Honor:-

PIRST. 
J. h t your O:c: trix iD a rc. idcnt oi' J.>al ~1in COil.1 t .t , state of 

Al h~m", d is oYer the age of i.'. ·c.nty-OlH~ YL .1'f:. h t the ucfond: nts , 
H.J:. Chonb1css and Besnie charnblou. , ~r .1 so rol3i<H I.1.tH 0.1' BalCL. in 
Courtty, f'tet of Alttbt ru' , .·re ovor th f.![ c of two.~ ty-on yof re and roside 
at, Pcrciido, Buldwi11 COLtnt;, laiJam • :J.1 .. at you1 o:rutrix if. tl o 1 ,otL r of 
B<HJsl n.:y · rkf'l r, ~ 1·c 1' le chil<l," l.~o v:ras born on the 23rd, d~y o:f 
J~nu.fil.ry ,1914, being tho i sue of a. former m.r!:criat> of your {J.L·~t:r ix t.o 
Sam ... rk r. 

SECOI,D. 
Yonr or::..trix'8 f.lrst husbund .s~m P r r• died :ooon ... fter 

t1.o birth of sudd. child nd tmJ.t uuring tl e ,·.l.dowhoou of your ::. .... t1 ix 
she ·Qs :.~i o1t '.1.d \,ithout mons u:f tu port ' and .as unablo to 
propor1:'; cr re for her ttlf l n<l t1 e s id CLiJ..a alH1 tlw.t on \10-\1i t, tho 
~nd d y ~:.:· )ctober ,1 ~lb, sht 'cs pOl'8 d by :twr .Jlt tor, Bcs. io 
ChambloL , one of the Dr:feud ut:::: in t 1 s c· tu .. o ,and by .11. • em: mb1ast , 
the husb nd o:r Bcsr>ic Ch Iabl- !. , a t oth 1· t i L .i. c u.s , 
.o 1 ave th chii(t \.ita thf-,ru .Lu:c ca1·o ~ nu atLtmtic .1. 01.1l:,. ~.o loH us sho 

\.a:; anablc to c ... ro for •·aid ch ild and that in ur;Jua JCO of nd by .1. uS.}10n 

of said persuasion and naid u.na.er• tuna in uu or itt od tue baiu 
c cfend · nts to tu:-(c c ro of 11-f.te- Etli-±~:ts ic cLlld ~~ d ~·1ont \. i th ti em 
to ·the Office of t Le Ju.dO'c of rob te of Balu\,in co mt;r , A lahurnu, 
and consent d tl at t.r1 y c ould c r :t.o the Sbi a. CH.ild 1mt Ll she cou.ld 
be in r OSition tO prop rly eTC ~Or it hv_Gelfe 

~~. IRD. 
'l.'J~at tho said ncfchdantn ll0\7 ch .. i t •. t thO~' h ve le s.lly 

ado ted nd t t cvi nee of e in D.dopti on L.1 H cor o i11 the : inutcs 
of t h rob 'to Court Book "H" on ago 171, t: co of wh i.ch is hor to 
~19 ea S. tu1n~x d 7 rkod 11 r~hihi t ''A" • and , u~a.e u ~rt of th.is bill . 

you1· or trix alleges th 1. sho .ever did, t any t i .c understand, nor 
<lin r he consont, that ~aid e.dopt.i.on s o l.lu. bt. pcrr!'.ane.t1t . your 0.1·atrlx 
i~ illitcrDto an<l .. rc ersuu, ed to Ufl::i.G ·vo lih1. arra:rJ.gcm .nt by \:hic h 
the said uefen ".tlt took - ~hargc ofst.lid cn.i.lt. u on the ropre·'cntation 
by thom t at i"t \,uuL. OHly be ~mtil O.L vrix. cou d lJ.ol'. t~li' be u )le to 
cere for tn~ s id chll~. 

or ... TH. 
your or t .L ix l.L 0 t: th t cl .. c hc.s ..., ince re -marri u to • J • 

r c ~Jj ll&n,and th~t she i~~ no\l ell u.bl , fin uciw. t. lY unu utho1 \tilJe, 
to intsir.t , educ te . .tl<'i • J ort th ~ [ .i.o c1~11o l)ut t he dcf"eml nts , 
H. E. Chambless aHd Basnio Cht. blcs:... ... 1· no" fim. nci&.1ly :.tble ,nor aro 

· y th roper 1 crsoas to have t . c._ & ~ody ana. co . .Jtrol of t Le said 
child; i.hat }lile the Sl:l..id ~hi.Ld ' s l n their cu.Pt ody t11ut tucy misu. d; 
abused and severly .. hi pod h r; tr_ t the. ar not roper a'·-<. ii t 
nerFons to have tho cu1· anu eu:...tc.uy of the· said child an tdlt lt 
;,oul n bo fo1· th o st i.at re~tu Ol. o::~ ~C ~..:._ild tlt t tuc custody of 
f3 lr c 1110. be ta :on a .. uy from t 1 caid Dofcnu.e.uts , f...L. Churnblc::.;. &lJ.d 
:Be/·: ie Chambless. 

P •. AYEH Q_. _!:lROC.!..:ss. 
your oratrix r yf~ tl!t t th, L .... i<i Defendants, H .l· • C'l..,cblt.: ss, 

au Bosmie CH::- mb1cs , be "· c c pt rt it•C rcL o.lti.C.J.J.t& vo this Bill of 
co ~nla.int by the usual rocccf. e~~ of t is IJ.O .. JO ... 010 court ,rcquir ins 
t em to plo~d , · ns rrr or de ..tr· to this ~ill of co·1 ltaint v.·ithin 
thn ~ime rcnuiret u law in sue e1ces. 

PHAY ' ... ~. .. _,J,H.:L 
you..t .r at rix r ys tl t u on a fin 1 _curing of t1 is cau::;;c that 

•--~----~~--------------------------------



~~~rd~~tor m.y be pl ef&~.~d to annul th SPiel C<ntifi c~to of Adoption 
bu tekenl. f~o lt t~; ~~i~~f€ ct C andblt .: t ~Ite cuBt~dy U .. ld care of :it (; .. ild 

.. 1 1. •• Jl m css d :Soss.tc Cil' mbless and your 
Y~~~r ~\;ixl·.~~ thcthc 'r • custot1y am. C.)ntrol of the m::.id child to 

l. •S o . cr. That You..r o or 1ay rent ~nd 
oth. l or further or d; +'f 1 ont -..t·"'J ~ _, ~ '1"" • . ~a<;re ouch 

• -- '<> • .L ..1. L 'J Q 1' y ~ I cqu~ t fl r d 
conscumco, be entitled to. A' in du.tv bo md. ,.l~c wil ev"c· gootu 

t c. ; "' ' , v ... J.' 1:t:ey, c c •• 

Puga and Looror, 
st n and Stone. 

Solicitorf': fo1· ,01:1 lainnnt. 

l!,O~r f.OTJ.;: Tho Dci'endants t H • .E.Chambloss Chwnbl soy 
re roqu:tr d to E!nswor c and ovory pura Tc.!.J>h tJ.1 fore L bil l 

of compla:l nt, Il'Or1 r· l..H"~~~· ton ,0 ·1 · ,, bot · 1101 •s · . b i "0 n th - ' . ~ .J.. vc, u . not und ;r. 
o , unswor unar J o:.•th being hnrc by oxpressl y •. aivod. 

e ancl _·ooror, 
c:otone and Stol!e. 

~olic itors for co lainnnt. 

----------------------------------------------------

B St"i ?•rkcr,a "inor , ) 
As to her adoption. L roboto Court , Bulu.".lln , county ,Al bwr.a , 

October 2nd , 1Dl5. 

rom H din E c ambl cwt3 ud BeL .1 
on this dey, an instrur~nt iu writing , uc ~no 
"i ich s id instrument, h in i:.u Hu~d .. a. ii 

t ~t e of Alabama 
ccu.ntJ• of Bala.win. .Kn0\1 nll oeh l>y th E.e 

E chambloss and B~ssic Oh 1loss ,hi~3 . ifc, of i cotu_t.: .l ... t li 
de; ht1 rcby d oclnro, in the p1.'~senco <l :e ho JUI-J .i.t:J.Gr~on t.. 1d c. .1 (lJ:ton, 
1, r t \ 0 des i.l'C to adopt B.L1d tt t M ~l -rcby ee& adopt, P,OSf ie y i.~t r, 
o. f'cilmlc chil of S m • :ck r nd Gc.oi· u !:l.l'Jrel, of tho e, c c)f ol.lc year 

nd a ig·ht mo11ths , so s to nakc Jl 1.' , th o· iu mi11ox , capable cf inhor­
-i ting our, r nd ach of rm.r cst..,.tos, l"C .1, f:.l' On 1 Lld 1ixcd. 

'e do fu.rLJlC:r declar e t ut. it ls onr de~ i:ra tht t 
of t. '- c c11 id child f 'U 11 })a CJU n, cd fl' m Bcesio ' y r rcr, its 
l'J rne t o nes&ic l'~Y Chaml>less , b., r,h:Lcn .i.t shal l 1)0 kr ... m.'l'J. i n the 

t.ttost . 
~1 .'''.Ric:1H J'ROll. 

c. rJ._:orton • 

H • ..• Cl.o nbl c ss. 
Be ssle C .:.Lmbl oss . 

th(:. H' me 
res nt 
future. 

.,tat r:: of Al burna.~ 

Baldwin con.nty. Boio ro mc,.J.H.H.Smith,Jud o of "rob tc in and 
fo:c ·a d co .. nty il. :. • id c-te.to. Cl':JOn lly c cardd 

Hurdin r.ht·r.ul ~ ss Ull(l J3o:.H io chomblofH ;.·· o :tro .nown to me, nd \! o arc 
:-nown to 11c tr~t'> decl: rants i1• ~ o alJO\u ue clur tioll , bci 1 in ox eC 
of th contents of 11 c n .. lc1 u 1 c lar i.lon," ck 10 ·led od 1Jefor r.1c on this 
d y , thut tl J c:xPcuted L t. • · .t volunt rily on th . d y ~.t sou1.. b · r· 
dat 

Given under lY r1· 11d t11is 2nd, u:y of ~ct0ber,l9lb . 
.; • • - .3 . thy 
.. uJ. e of rohnto. '' 

rt i~ th ref ore o:cd 1 ed by thG Colut t h· t the s&.i.d dcclfll'&l.t ion 
and cons nt b(l.) fi l ect and J.'ecora.uu l.ll tht inu.tos of t1 is cou1 t • 

J • .t1 • .1:1 • ..,mi th , 
J~uJo o~ rebate . 



8587 SUMMONS-Original. 

THE STATE OF AL.ABAMA, 
BALDWIN COUI~lTY. 

To any Sheriff of the State of Alabama-GREETING: 

Baldwin Times Print. 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, 
IN EQUITY. 

WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon ........... R~ E_. __ Qh~mbJ.~.§_§ ______ and. .. .B.e.S.Si.C. ... Cham.bl.ess., .. . 

oL ............ :Baldwin ..................................... County, to be and appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of 

Baldwin County, exercising Chancery jurisdiction, within thirty days after the service of Summons, and there to 

anGwer, plead or demur, wihout oath, to a Bill of Complaint lately exhibited by ......... .......................................................... . 

·------------------------------------G-eo-rg;is, ... p,~o---Mill&n-1------------ --------··----------------------------------------------------- ----- -- ------ --------------- -- ---- ·· 

again st said ......................... ------- -- ------- ......... ---------------- ----- ..... ........................ ........... ........... ....................................................... . 

------------------------·-------·---------------H. E. ... Cha.mb.~e:.s.s ... and .. ,B.e.S.sie .... Cllamblas.s . ., ................................................... .. 

and further to do a nd perform what said Judge shall order a nd direct in that behalf. And this the said De fendant 

sha ll in no wise omit, unde r penalty, e t c. And we further command that you r eturn this writ with your endorsement 

thereon, to our said Court immedia tely upon the execution thereof. 

WITNES S, T. W. Richerson, ~egister of said Circu it Court, t his .......... 8t.h ................. d a y oL .... .Qct. ................. .. 

--- -- -- -------------------- -------------191 .. 9 .•.. 

Register. 

N. B.-Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill upon application to the ~egister. 



Serve on ....................................... . ....... .... ....... ... ....... . . 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ; 

IN EQUITY. 

No . . .8B ........................ . 

SUMMONS. 

................. G.~.\Il.:rg_i.~ .. J~9 ... 1itJJ.~~, . ···-············ . 

............. If' 
t 

- ......... ················--··· ········------············· ......................... n 

··················--··························---------- ----------- ···· ·:·, .. 
v s . 

... .............. H .. .E •... aruL B~.S.S.i.e ... .ChiJilb.l.~.~ t. ~t 

............... -·--····················· ···················· ·············· 

Solicitor for Complainant. 

Vol. .......................... Page ..................... . 

. 
I 

~ 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

Received in office t his ... .. ....... 8t.h ............ .... . 

day of ........ oct., ......... ~·-········ 191...9 . . . 

.......... .... ~ ...................... ~ ... ~-.. . 
Sheriff. 

---Exe cuted this ..... ...... ............. ~ .. ~.day of 

· · ············· · ················· ···· :· ······~ 191 . /.: 

by leaving a copy of the within Summons with 

~ • . Sher iff 

By .......... .... • ..... . ~~-· ········ · 
__ D eputy Sheriff. 

l 
i 



~.11llf. 1!. ~mt!lt 
'[' ttl:t:r)! £~ 

1th~.tv .t\l'l%, .ALr.b-n:nttt 

Ere•:·to .. , l.l.. .. . , 

·o ~ . :tt:..~ i s ~ er i 1 /1c...~;.ce:y , 
::.;;." :.i .t!t ~ ; , -~la • 
.Ue:.>..:· Sir :-

Please ~end !' e a copy of th c 'J ill a~d cll are;c i t up 
to costs i n t .. e c -; e i n the <:n.u se '· ~-~ -·e i l ~"'eor_,ia r ·~. illan i s 
ccnpla i nant v..rti p . ~ . 0 '1U."n} l8 SS <. nd Bess ..:.. ~;. ':;' ·m'c le ss , defe.1cJ<. n-l:,s . 



8587 SUMMONS-Original. 

THE STATE OF AL.ABAMA, 
BALDWIN COU~TY. 

To any Sheriff of the State of Alabama-GREETING: 

• 

Baldwin Times Prin t. 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALI?WIN COUNTY, 
IN EQUITY. 

>l ( • n • 1. Q1 >1 ~ I 9 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon ....... ......... ··········· ····· ·····--------- · · ··············· ······--------·-·----································ 

. ' ·n 
of ................... ~· '···············-···························· ···County, to be and appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of 

Baldwin County, exercising Chancery jurisdiction, within thirty days a fter the service of Summons, and there to 

anower, plead or demur, wihout oat~, to a Bill of Complaint lately exhibited by ......................... .......................................... . 

.. ... . . .. .. .. . ..... .. ...... ... ..... .. .. ~: ... ~ ~--.. ~-~ ....... : .............. -~-~-=--' .. .:-.~-'*- - 0 0 . . . . .. . ........ . .............. . . . . . .... --·- ••••••• •• ••• ------------------- --- - ---------.................... .. 

···································································································· ...................................•......................... , .................................... . 

against said ..................................... .. ................ .. .. ................................................. ............................. ...................................... . 

• .. r . a io • 

and further to do a nd perform what said Judge shall order a nd direct in that behalf. And this the said D e fenda nt 

shall in no wise omit, under penalty, etc. And we further command that you return this writ with your endo rsement 

thereon, to our said Court immediately upon the execution thereof. 

tJ 1.. ct 
WITNESS, T. W. Richerson, ~egiater of said Circuit Court, this ......... .............. ............. day of ...... ............... ........... . . 

........................................ 191 .. .'.~.~--

· ·······~-~~-······················· 
Register. 

N . B.-Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill upon application to the ~egister. 



I 
i ~ ~~ 

on ......................... .. .. ... .... /;~~-- -· Serve 

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, 

IN EQUITY. 

No ..... , ......................... . 
• 

SUMMONS. 

., . . ' 
····· ················:· · .1--·· ·1; · · · ·· · · ·e······.t;.;.; ··· · ··x~·;···· · ············· 

vs. 

I 
i 

-- .. . ········ -·--·--•... ·;,·· ... ... .... .,.; ..... . ............ ---.. :;t···-· ··-····· · ·· -"' ·:.&;,'"'· · ~- - • 

. ................................ . ·········-··-- ···· ·· ·-· · ··--------- --····---·-----

Solicitor fo r Complainant. 

R ecorded in Vol ...................... ..... Page ..................... . 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 

BALDWIN COUNTY. 

Received in office t h is ............ -;.·'t;'· ················· 

day of ··············-········ ··· ····· ··················· ·······191 ....... . 
u ,' 

Sheriff. 

Executed this ....... ........ .. ..... ........... ........... day of 

191.. .... 

by leaving a copy o f the within Summons with 

Defendant 

Sheriff 

By 

D eputy Sheriff . 

• 



------~----------------x ) 
GEORGIA MCMILLAN , ) 

Complain ant • ) 

-ve-

H. E. CHAMBLESS and 
BESSIE CHAMBLESS. 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

---------~-------------x 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT-EQUITY SIDE . 

STATE OF ALABAMA. 
BALDWIN COUNTY 

• 
To the Honoraole, tne Circuit Court of Baldwin County, State 

o:r' AlntHli.lla , and tne Ron . A. E. Gamble , Judge tnereo.1.·, In Equity Sit­
ting; 

Comes Georgia McMillan and respectfully presents this , her 

Bill of Complaint against H. E. Chambless and Bessie Chambless and 

represents and snows unto Your Honor: -

FIRST. 

That Your Oratrix is a resident oi· Baldwin County, State of 

Alabama , and is ovez· tne age of twenty-one years. 1'hat the Defendants, 

H. E. Chambless and Bessie Chambless, are also residents of Baldwin 

County, State of Alabama, are over tne age of twenty-one years and re­

side at,Perdido , Baldwin County, Alabama. That Your Oratrix is ~he 

mother of Bessie M9.y Parker, a female child, who was born on the 23rd 

d~ of January , 1914 , be .ing t.ae issue of a :fo nn& mtl:criage of your Ora-

trix to Sam Parker . 

SECOND . 

Your Oratrix' s fir8t nus band , Sam ParKer, died soon af1.er the 

birth o.f said c ilild and. tna.t during the widowhood ot your Oratrix s:ne 

was indigent and Wi L!lou t. means ot.· a uppor1. and was unable to properly 

care tor herself and tne said child and 1. rat on, to-wit , the second 

day oi October, 1~16 , she was persuaded by her sis ~er, Bessie Chambless, 

one Lhe De1endants in tnis cause, and by H. E. Chambless, ~.ae husband 
1-

01 Bessie Chambless, and t ne ot!lei de.r:endant iJ t.ois ca11se, to leave 

tne child witn them for ca1e and attention only so lon8 as ene was un­

able to care for said cnild ana t.aat in pursuance or and by reason of 

said persuasions aad. said unde.L standing she parmi tted the said defend­

ants to truce care of sai<l cnild and went witn t.ae.Il to tne Of:tioe o f the 

Judge of Probate ot Bal<lwin County, Alabama and consented tnat tney 
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could care for the said child until she could be in a position to' 

properly care for it herself. 

THIRD. 

That the said Defendants now claim that they have legally adopted 

and tbat evidence of said adoption is :recorded in the Minutes of the 

Probate Court Book ":H" on pane 171, a cop; of which is hereto annexed, 

marked "Exhibit "A". and made a part of this bill. Your Oratrix alleges 

that she never did, at aDy time understand, nor did she consent, that 

said fitdoption .should be permanem·. Your Oratrix is illiterate and was 

persuaded to agree to the arrangement by which the said defendants took 

charge o:f said child upon tbs representation by them that it would only 

be until Oratrix could herself be able to· care for the said child. 

FOURTH. 

Your Oratrix alleges thht she has since remarried to w. J. Mo­

MillSill aDd tbat1,Bhe is now well able, financially and otherwise, to 

maintain, educate and support she said child but the defendants, H. E. 

Chambless aDd Bessie Chambless are not financially able, nor are they 

the proper persons to have the cust~dy and control of the said child; 

that while the said child was in their custody that they misused. ~­

bused and severely whipped her; that they are not proper and fit pers­

ons to have the care and custody of the said child and that it would 

be for the best interests of said child that the custody of said child 

be takBn away from the said Defendants, H. E. Chambless and Bessie 

Chambless. 

PRAlER FOR PROCESS. 

Your oratrix ~rays that the said Defendants, H. E. Chambless 

and Bessie Chambless, be made parties xeapondents to this Bill of Com­

pl.aint by the usual processes of this Honorable Court, requiring them 

to plead, answer or demur to thiS ~ill of Coniplaint within ae- time· 

required by law in such cases. 

PRA IER FOR RELIEF • 

Your oratrix prays that upon a final hearing of this cause that 

Your Honor may be pleased to annul the said Certificate of Adoption and 

declare it of no effect and that the custody and care of said child be 

taken from the said H. E. Chambless and Bessie Chamblesa and Your Honor 

e\ 
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will grant the ca1·e , custody and con'Lrol of the said c.aild to Your Oratrix 

its mother. That Your Hono1· may grant and decree sncn otuer or fur t her 

or di:fi"erent relief as she ma,y, in equity a.nd good conscience , be entitles 

to . As in duty bound , sne will ever pray, etc., etc ., 

PAGE & MOORER 
STONE e: STONE 

Solictors for Complainant . 

FOOT NOTE : The Defend.a.nts , H. E. Cnambless and Bessie .IDla.mbless , are re-

quired to answer eacn and every paragrapn of the foregoing Bill of Com-

plaint , from "FIRST" to "FOURTH" , botn. inclusive , but not under oath , 

answer under oath being n.ereby expressly waived . 

•o 

PAGE & MOORER , 
STONE & STONE , 

Solicitors for Complainant . 



Bessie May Parker, a Minor , ) 
) Probate Court,Baldwin County, Alabama. 

As to her adoption. ) October 2d , 1~15 . 

Comes Hardin E. Chambless and Bessie Chambless and filed in 

Court on tnis day, an inst.rwnent in vn·i "ting , acKnowledged according 

to law, which said ins 1.rument , being in words and f'igures as follows ; 

"State of Alabama . 
County or Baldwin. 

Know all men by tnese presents; Tnat We , Hardin E. Chamb­
less atn Bessie Chambless, his Wife , of said Coun~y and S~ate , do 
here by declare, in the presence of ~.h01nas W. Richerson a:al c. L. Mor-­
ton , ~hat we desire to adopt , and that we do nereby adopt , Bessie May 
ParKer , a female child of Saul ParKer and Georgia Parker , of ~he age of 
one year anu eight months , so as to make her, the said minor , capab­
le of inheriting our , and each o1 our estates, real , personal and mix­
ed. 

We do ful'ther declare that i:t is our desire that the bacne 
o:f the said child s.nall be changed :.c·rom Bessie 1.iay Parker , its pres­
ent name , to Bessie May Chambless, by Which it Shall be known in the 
:f11ture. 
AT1~S~ H. Eo Chambless . 
T. W. Richerson. Bessie Chambless . 
c. L. Morton. 

State of Alabama. 
Baldwin Co11nty . 

Before me , J. H. H. dmith, Judge of Probate in and for 
said County in said State , pe1sonally ~peared Hardin E. Chambless 
and Bessie Chambless, who are .~mown to me , and wno a.L·e .~rnown to be 
the declarants in the above declaration, being inl.·orcned of tne con­
tents o f tne said declaration , acKnowledged before us on this day , 
tnat tney executed the same voluntarily on the day the same bears 
date . 

Given under my hand thiS 2d day OI Octooer , A. D, l~~b . 
J. H. H. Smi t.h , 
Judge o:.c Probate." 

It is therefore ordered by the Court that "~<he said declar­

ation and consent be filed and recorded in the Minutes oi t.nis Court . 

• • 

J. H. H. ::>mi th , 
Judge of Proba~ e • 



To the Honorable A. E. Gamble, Judge of the 

Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabam~ . sitting in Equity: 

Com es Paul F. Smith, and files this his bill 

of complaint, showing unto your Honor a~ follows: 

FIRST: Th~t he is a non-reri dent of the 
CM4cl ~ a- ~ '- "' J..l ~ 

Sta te of Alabama,~but i s t~e~wner of, and in the peacable 

possession of the following deecr ibed real property, si tufl te 

in Baldwin Count,y, State o~ Alabama, viz: The Northeast ~uarter 

of the Southwest ~uarter of the Northeast ~uarter of Section 29, 

Townsh ip 3 South, Range 2 East. 

SECOND: That the following named persons qre 

reputed to claim sane right, title or interest in or incumbrance 

upon the said l~nds: Th e heirs, next of kin, devisees, executors 

or administrators or assignees of William Fi sher, Sr., Marcette 

Krebs, Jo~ephine Grelot, Hypolite Fiflher, Jr., Jo~hua Kennedy 

and John Bartlett, Jr., deceased, a ll of whom ~re over the age 

of 2I years and whose re sidences are unknown and whose post 

office addresses are unknown, though diligent inquiry has been 

made to ascerta in same, but compl::dnqnt believes their residence 

not to be in this State. 

THlliD: Complainant further shows unto your 

Honor that n~ suit is pending to enforce or teet the validity of 

any of the said claims, e~ther on the part of the claimant or the 

defendants and each of them, separately and severally, axe hereby 

called upon to set forth his, her or their a lleged right, title, 

claim, interest or incumbrance therein or thereupon and how and 

by what in~trument the same is derived or created. 

PRAY'l!R FOR PROCESS AND RELIEF. 

The premi ses considered, your complainant 

prays that your Honor will take jurisdiction of this bill of 

compl::~.int and that the heirs, next of kin, devisees, executors 

or administrato rs or assignees of William Fisher, Sr., :Mrocette 

Krebs, Jo~ephine Grelot, Hypolite Fisher, Jr., Joshua Kennedy 

and John Bartlett, Jr., deceased, may be made parties defendant 

' 



to this bill of complaint and be brought into this Court by subpoena 

or publication as provided by law and that they may be required to 

plead, answer or demur to this bill within the time required by law • 

And complainant further prays that it may please 

your Honors upon the hearing of t h is ca use to order and decree that 

the said defendants have no right, title or interest in or to any 

part of or incumbrance upon the said lands hereinabove described, 

but that the whole title to the said lands is vested in this 

complainant, and that your Honor Vlill fur t her gra nt unto nomplainant 

all such further and additiona l relief as he may be entitled to in 

the premi f1es or as may seem just and meet. 

And in duty bound he will ever pray, etc. 

/i <tt thx~ 
I SOLICITORS iORCOMPLAIN T. 

FOOT NOTE: The defendants are required to answer each paragraph 

in the foregoing bill, but answer thereto under oath is expressly 

waived. 

STATE OF ALABAMA, 

MOBILE COUNTY. 

Before me, Edward Kramer, a Notary Public in 
and for said State and County, personally appeared D. H. Edington, 
who being by me first duly sworn says that he is the a g ent of the 
complainant in the above entitled cause and that each and every 
allegation of the foregoing bill of complA.int, including the 
allegations of non-residence and age of defendants, and that he 
has made diligent inquiry to ascertain same, and that said 
defendants are non-residents and over the age of 2I years, a.re 
true. That such allegations as are based on infonnation a n d 
inquiry he states are true to the best of his knowledge, 
information and belief. That the uoRt of'fice addresAeEl of 
said non-resident defendants are unknown, not a.scertain13.ble after 
diligent search and inquiry. 

~ ,srz::: :~4 
Smbscribed and sworn to before me this the 30th 

day of April, I9I8. 
~o.-ud.f I 1/ ,_ _ "/ 

NOTY PUJ3LIC, MOBILE COUNTY, ALA. 






