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FRANK A, ¥IDDLETON

Complainant, |\ THE STATE OF ALABAMA
| Baldwin County

Vs, ‘
ZENA MIDDLETON, IN EQUITY
Respondent, Circuit Court of Baldwin County

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complainant upon the original Bill of Gomplaint,

Testimony of Frank A. Hiddleton, Bd Hiddleton, and Zell ﬁ‘ﬁddlaton.

and in behalf of Defendant upon_8N8WEeTr and walver

RS DUCKT

cleri, » sealster




Frank A Middleton, Gemplalnant, :
In The Circuitv Court of

)

Balawin County, Alabama.

)
\2: g
Zena #iddleton,Respondent g
In Eguity.
Now, comes 7ena& HMiddle ton, the person named as defendant or Trespondent
in the above =styled cause now pending in the @ircukt Court of Baldwin
County, Alabama, in ecuity and for answer to the complaint and to each
paragraph Bherein ,.says she 1denies the allegationsol the Bili of
Complaint filed ia saia cause and demands sirict proof of the same,
Respondent further answering, walves noiice of a subpoena 1o be served
upon her by the sherédfi znd she waives notice of the time snd place ot
taking the testiwmony in the ocause either by oral testimony or by deposi-
tions.ef witnesses t0 be tzken or filed in the cause and eeﬁsentS«that
& aecfea may be taken in vacation and waives notice of the submission of
the case by the complainant in the cduse 1o the court or judge tor

2 Tinal dscTree .

Witnesses: : Respondent.

g
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DIYORCE DECREE - l The Baldwin Times, Bay Minette, Ala.

The State of Alabama, Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

FRANK A, MIDDLETON, - . Complainant

ZENA MIDDLETON - : Respondent
o o enswer &.Wa.LV('BI’

o for in sald b1]1

-1t 1s therefore ordered; adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony here-

tofore ex1st1_ng between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby, dissolved, and
4hat the said : PRANK A ;':. MIDDIRTON

" is forever dlvorced from the said

EENA MIDDLETON

for ‘and on account of . ABANDONMENT

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry
except to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is taken
within sixty days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said
appeal.

It is further ordered that FRANK A, MIDDLETON & ZEWA MIDDLIETON

be, and-they aRereby permitted to again contract marraige upon the payment of the cost of
this suit.
It is further ordered that FRANK A, W'DDIETOW

theComplainant pay the cost herein to be taxed, for which execution may issue.

Thistay of Februsry 19_ 39
' MAL —

J udge Circuit Court in Equzfy

Reg1ster of the Clrcult
Court for Baldwm County, Alabama do herghy certlfy ‘that the E
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said
decree is on file and enrolled in my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the

® oS 115



Frank A Ei&dlet@n,@@mplainaﬁt | In The Gircuit Court of Baldwin
vs % County, Alabama, |

Zena Eidﬁlgteﬁ,ﬁesponaant,';~ In Eguity,
To the Honorable Francis W. Hare,Judge of the Twenty First Judicial
Gircuit Qf Alabama, which inciudes Baldwin County
Humbly complaining your Orator,Frank A Hiddleton, respéctfully Tepre-
gents unto your Homor &s Iollows:i-
1, YOurlerator; thé s&id Frank A ¥iddleton, and Zena ¥iddleton,. the
respondent, were legally married In Baldwin County, Alabama ,ontowls:
January <Zlst , 1934,.- ang livead tsgetner-—'f_;.a.s ?i'..ﬁ;isi‘aand_;_ -and; wife just
about one wmonth after they were married, when théy separated,while
the& ﬁere.living at Loxley in Baldwin County, Alabama and they have not
lived together sineeéaid time; a% s&id time, towit , February 31st,1934,
the resgenaenﬁ, the @mid Zena Widdleton veluntarily abandonsd yeér -
Grator without any legal or just cause therefor and since said abandon~

ment of your QOraztor aforesaid, the respondent has failed and refused

to resume marital relations with your Urator. Your Orator now is

“F

a resicdent of Baldwin County, Aiabama, resiaing at Loxley in said County.
aﬁd the respondent resides aft éebertsdale, in said Bazéwin Gounty.

Both your Orator ana responcent are residents of said eounty;

Be Yaﬁr,ﬁrater fnrther.sheﬁsjﬁéntc your Honor, that both your Orator -
and the_respandent &ie over the age of twenty one years and both are
bona fide residents of the state or Alabama, Baldwin Géunty and have

been so all eof their lives; that your Orator, for the past three -

years preceeding the filing of his Bill of Complaint in this ceuse, has

'besﬁ a bona fide resident citizen of Balawin County, Alabanma,

Wherefore, your Orator prays that the respondent, the -said -

kaﬁﬁgnaﬁiaaleton ,by proper process of this Homorable Court, be brought

- pefore this Honorable Court and directed to answer the charges hereln

made agalnst her under the rules of this Homorable 0g§rt§that ghe may
be made a party defencant to this Bill of Complaint aﬁé that upon & finsd
hearing of the evidence in the camse, that your Honor willeorder,adjudge,
and decree that the bonds of matrimeny heretotore exisiing between your
Orator and the respondent, the sald Zena Middletor, be forever;diéselveﬂ

and that vour Qrator may be permitted to mérry agaln and that he be -

granted such other and turther relief as may in eguitly and good consclence

i
e
¢

. B4



(33
-segm meet and preper %o yvour Hener,

And your QOrator will evsr pray eice

e

B8elicisor

7 e s e et e X NS TR o e 0SB AN N R S B e cxobs KB} by e e s

or the Complainant

Foot NHote :
The respondent is reguired tc answer each and every paragraph of
the foregoing Bill of Gempléint from item 1 to item 2 inclusive, but
nét under oath, hezzgzzg t0 her answer is ﬁeréby éxpressly'waived'.

Seliciteﬁjgz; the Complainant,



8550 REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACATION. ~ Moore Ptg. Co.

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.

STATE OF ALABAMA,

BALDWIN COUNTY. | Ne. él?é _FeDe e 103 9
BPRANE A, WIDDLETON . _ ' i Coniplainant%
Vs. f
_. ZENA MIDDLETON ' , _' . . Detendamt _ |
To . R. .S. DUCK ‘ , Régister :

In the above stated cause a Decree Pro Confesso having been taken against the Defendant,

and evidence having been taken, and the cause being teady for submission for final decree, -and no

defense having been interposed, the Complainant, by S. C. JHNKTINS

Solicitors of record, now files with the Register of this Court

this written request to deliver the papers in this cause to the Judge for final decree in vacation.

BU.Cc. JENKING
: Solicitor for Complainant,



SUMIVIOWS ORIGINAL ) . ) WEBI FRINTING §8., BAY M“‘I‘?l.w:LA.

TheState of Aiab@ma

Baidwm Lﬂuﬂty

C1rcu1t Court of Baldwm Gounty, In Eqmty

.iToAqy&wﬁﬁoiméSmmofAMMmm-GREEHNG;

‘WE CO\&MAND YOU That you summon
' ﬁENﬁ »EHIDE:JIJ.JF_{TOTQ

of : Bai}"dwj‘n : County, to be and appear before the J udge of the Cirenit Court

of B_aldwin County, exercising Chancery jurisdiction, within thirty days after the service of Sum-

mbn_.s, and - there to answer, plead or demur, without oath, to a Bill of Complaint lately exhibited by

FRANK 4, MIDDIETON,

ZENA MIDDIETOH,

against said

and further to do and perform what said Judge shall order and direct in that behalf. And this the sa2id
Defendant shall in no wise omit, under penalty, etc. And we further command that you return this writ with
your endorsement thereon, to our said Court immediately upon the execution thereof,

WITIWESS, Robert S. Duck, Register of said Circnit Court, this _16th day

ey

fa

o

o3
@

of

Register
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;he Sta,te of Alabama,

: 'Baldwm Countv \
: CIRCUIT COURT‘ IN EQUITY |

E FRAH{ AL WMTDDLETON ,

.

" Complainant,
C Vs, ‘

_ZENA’ MIDDLETON,

Resn “\ndent
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No. 4d7 .

The State of Alabama

BALDWIN COUNTY

IN EQUITY |
Circuit Court of Baldwin County

FRANK A, MIDDLETON,

Compla in_an’t

VS.

ZENA MIDDLETON,

Respondenk,

NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Filed in Open Court this 24ty

day of -+ Hebryansr 1939

R. S. DICK,

7 P REGISTER |

_/.I 7 .’ Iy o . - =
woowe pRINTING OR., BAY WINEYTS, dA. M
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Serve on

O:.n.:n Court of Baldwin OOE-Q
IN EQUITY

.F

417

No.
SUMMONS

FRANK A, %H@ﬁﬁ@@ OM,

Compainant, ;

ZENA WIDDLETON, s

wmm@OSQmﬁﬁ, o

14

$. C. JENEINS, |

i

Solicitor for Gomplainant

i

Recorded in Vol. . Page

. -

l&\m

i

Decat,

= RECORDFY 7.4

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
BALDWIN COUNTY

Received in office this

day of

, 1932

i
i

SHERIFF
Executed. aﬁm m% M\/NA\.N day ,.,&
§ Hm&h .,,

m— o

by Hmminw.& of the within Summons é;w

§§

w.

Deputy m_pmzm
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0 resume marital relations with your Urator. Vour Orator now is

Frenk A ¥Middleton,Complainant ) In The Circuit OCours of Balawin
vs : B . County, Alabama,
Zena _ﬁidﬁleten,ﬁespenaent, gf In Equity.

To the Honorable Framcis W. Hare,Judge of the Twenty First Judicial
Gircult of Alabama, which includes Baldwin County :
Humbly cbmpl&ining your Orator,Frank & Middleton, respectfully repre-
sents unto ycur chor as ioiiews - |
1, Your Orator, the' saig Frank A ﬁladleton, and Zena Eiédleten, the
respondent, were legally married In Baldw1n Gounty, Alzbama ,ontowit:
January 2lst , 193%,-- and lived together'.as. husband. ana~ “wife just
about one month-after they were marrled, when they separated,whxle
they were livimg at Loxley irn Baldwin County, Alabama and they have nct
lived together sincesaid time; at sgld time, towit , February 21st%,1934,
the responaenﬁ, the smic Zens Middleton voluntarily abandcned your -
Crator without any legal or just cause therefor and since said zbandon-
ment of your érator aforesaid, the xespondent has failed and refused
a residenf of Baldwin Coanty, Alabama, residing at Loxley in saié County
aﬁd the respondent resices at Eobertsdaleg in said Baldwin County.
Both your Orator ama responaeht are residents of said county;
2. Your Prator further shows ' - 110 your Honor, that both. your Orator -
and the respondent are over the age of twenty one years and both sare
benalfiﬁe residents of the state Of Alabama, Baldwin Gbunty and have

been so all of their lives; that your Orator, for the past three -

 years preceeding the filing of his Bill of Complaint in this cénse, hss

bbeﬁ‘ a bona Tice resident citizen of Balawin County, Alabama,

ﬁﬁfA-'_ ¥herefore, your orator préys that the respondent, the -said -~

Zenaﬁlqaleton By proper process of this Honorable Court, be brought
‘pefore this Honorable Court ana directed to answer ihe charges herein
made against her under the rules of this Honorable Court;that she may
be made a party defencant to this Bill of Complaint aﬁd that upon & find
hearing of the evidence in the cause, tha$ your Honor willorder,adjudge,
ana decTee that the bonds of matrimony heretofore existing between your
Orator and the respondent, the said Zena Eiddleton, be forever'diéselveﬁ
and that your Orator may be permitted %o marry agaln and that he be -

A R e mma e sD drmvi i omtt AT E A o mAaw YT oamtd Py snA Fﬂﬂﬂ ﬂﬁnSGian



ORAL DEPOSITION Moore Ptg. Co., Bay Minette, Ala.

The State Of Alabama} Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama,
Baldwin County (in Equity)

FRANK A. HIDDLETON, COMPLAINANT

V8.

ZENA MIDDIETON,

RESPONDENT

I, R. 3. DUCK,

as Register and Commissioner. . .
By: Nan Alice Thompson, Depuby Register;

have ealled and caused to come before me — :
FRANK A. MIDDLETON, and B4 MIDDLETON, and Zell Middleton,

witness®S named in the Requivement for Oral Examination, on the 24 dayof February

1959 , at the office of ; R, S' DUCK,

in 38y Mine tte,

, Alabama, and having first sworn said witness_£3to speak the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said

FRANK A. MIDDLETON,

_ doth depose and say as follows :

TESTIMONY CF FRANK A. MIDDLETON; -

My name is Frank A, Middleton.nTI am the Complainant in the
above entitled cause now pending in the Circult Court. I reside at
Robertsdale, Alabama, In Baldwin County, and have resided there all
my 1life. The respondent, Zena MNiddleton, alsc resides at Robertsdale,
Alabama, and has lived there all Ier 1life. We are both over twenty-one
ysars of age, and have been more than three years before the filing
of this bill, bona fide residents of Baldwin County, Alabama, The said
Zena Middleton, the Respondentm in the above cause and myself were
legally married in Raldwin County, Alabama, on, ,to-wit; ahout January

21,1934, and we lived bogether as husband and wife about feww=mmontis one montl

after our marriage, when we separated while we were living at Loxley
in Baldwin County, Alabama. We have not livedtogether since tThat time
as husband and wife; at which salid time, to-wit: Feb.21,1934, the Rss~
pondent, the sa2id Zena Middleton, voluntarilly abandoned me, the said
Brank A, Middleton, her husband, without any legal or just cause there-
for. Since. sald abandomment aforesaid, the respondent, the sald Zena
Middleton has failed and refused to have maritial relations with me.

2o St iz




ORAL EXAMINATION

Nen Alice Thompson , Deputy , as Register and Commissioner hereby certifly

L

that the foregoing deposition @3 on Oral Examination was taken down In writing by me in the words

‘of the witness@S _and read over bo __them  and _ they signed the same in the presence of

myself and 8. C. Jdenkins

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of personal identity of said
witeess©8  or had proof made before me of the identity of said witness®S_ ; that I am not of
counsel or of kin to any of the parties to said cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof.

I enclose tha said Gral Exanﬁnatio_n in an envelope to the Register of said Court.

24th

Given under my hand and seal, this day of

el e 5%7,@&4__@. S.)

Februafy 19_ 39
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TESTIMONY OF ED MIDDLETON:-
ward D.

My name is Ed/Middleton. I am twenty-siz years of age, -
ard reside betwsen Loxley and Robertsdale, in Baldwin County, Ala.
T have resided there all my life. I know Frank A, Middleton amd
Zena Middleton, and I remember when theymwere married, on te-wit,
Jan. 21,1934, that they lived together about a month and separabted.
They were then living at Loxley, in Baldwin Countv, Als,. Since that
separation they have not lived together as husband and wife. They
separated on or about Feb., 21,1934, when Zeéna Middleton volunbtarilly
ahandoned Frank A, Middleton withou t any legal or just cause there-
for, and the said Zena Middleton has failed and refused to resume
maritial relations with her husband. Poth Frank A. Middleton and
Zena Middleton are bona fide resident- of Baldwn County, and have been
a1l their 1lives and reside near Robertsdale, in Alabama, and are

both over twenty-one years of age. ;i??

TESTIMONY‘OF ZELL MIDDLETON:-

My name is Zell MiddleFon and have lived there since 1916.
I know Frank A. ¥iddleton and Zena Middleton, and have known them
since 1916, and I remember when they were married 1n 1934. They
were legally married in Baldwin County, Alabama, and lived together
about 2 month until sbout Feb. 21,1934, when they separated. Zena’
Middleton voluntarilly abandoned hershusband without any legal or
just cause therefor and has faliled and refused to resume maritial
belations with hik. Both Frank A. Middleton and Zena Middleton
reside near Robertsdale in Baldwin County, Alabama, and have resided
in Baldwin County all of their lives, and are both over twenty-one
years of gge and bona fide residents of Bsldwin County, shd have
been for more than three years before the filing of this Bill for
divorce, : '

.
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