1055 _
In the Circuit Court’ of Cgajkﬂkawvx

. 'Ellie Davis, Complainant i
) County, State of Alabamaq

)
vs
L James T Davis, Hespondent.
e : In Equity L
" Bo the Honorable Francis W Hare, Judge of the Circuit Court o? the
--*r”wenw First Judicisl Distrtet of Alabama, which includes Baldwin C°““"t

lYouI cratrlx, Ellie Davis, shows unto your EHonor that she is a reszdent

.wyéof the county of Balamln,ISuaue of Aslabama ang i over the aae of twenty
:":one gars, tnat James F Davis, the respondent is a resident of xonrce_ '

":’County,Staue zof Alabama , and is over the age of twenty one yeaxé.'

That your Oratrix and respondent intermarried on or about zhe loth -

Hﬁ Hday of December,1913, in Comecuh County, Alabama and ever since have beer
. .and are, now, husband and wife. |

3, During all the time your Oratrixz, Ellie Davis, lived with her husband,
.the respondent, James F Davis, shé was at 2ll times anc in every way a

'_faithful anc ggtrﬁﬂ_w1fe to said respondent and gave hiz no cause whitso-

ever for complaint; but your Orasriz alleges and states after they inter

__ﬁarried on . towit, Dec. 1oth 1913; they lived gt different ggaces and

fﬁ for many yeaTs their married life Was ‘entirely sat1sfactoryfeach of -
.  thém uﬁuil June 1931,When they tock charge of the City Hotel at-Bay
fmlnette, Alabama, where they went to live ait that time; while living
there respondent ati times became so vicious and in temperate in his
 ?éonduct ﬁdﬁgﬁdééer as to abuse and speak unkind words to her in the
.a 1presence nof only of her self bu% of others, her children and her hotel
help; that when they gave up this Hotel and moved on Janfary 18th 1832 to
-_'t“e Hamilton Hotel in Bay Hinette, his conduct and treatment of her be -
~ came cruel and unbearsble; he would not only curse and abuse her in 'tée
‘Presence of her children, but he at times threatened %o shoot ‘her and

;_;ala in presence of her self ana Cﬂlld threate ea ’to blow ne* bralns

= R e T

';on*grand then - turn the ‘gun on hlmselg,&bg&o;e he woula longer support
 _her and the children. This threat was made on, tow:t March l1st, 1933 and
“before and prioxr to this time, while they were living at the City Hbtel
in Bay Mineuue; respondent did actually choke your Oratrix ang did commlt f
”-fqﬁfaCuual Wi olenceﬁ'n ker person, attendent wiéﬁydanger %o her life and healtl
'..and his conduct becaze such towards her as to cause her to have a3 reason—'
-gble apprehension of actual v;oleHOc on her person, attendant Wlth*danger 

L

T to her life and health,
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vona fide resident of this state for three vears and more before

and next preceeding the £filing of the bill of complaint in this

cause and since June 1931 has been residing at Bay Minette, Alabama;

‘That on or about, towit, March 15th, 1833, the respondent voluntarily

abandoned your Qratrix, after saying he would kxill her vefore he would
. support her and the children and at which time respondent weni %o live

at Vredenburgh in iMonroe County, Alsvama, where he is nowlactually Tre-

~-giding; that at the time of the séparation betwesn your Orstrix and 3he

responaent s they were DOuh 1'es.z.r.h.ng at Bay Minette, Algbama , in Baldwin

ucuﬁty.ulnce sald separatlon they have not lived togetaer as Rusvand and

"w1fe. ‘ .
: Wherefore your Oratrix prays that the bonds of matrimony heretofore

existing between Your Gréﬁrix and respondent be dissolved and that  the
“eustody offthe two youngest minor ehildrepn whose names are Deris Davis
_aged eleven ars and Anlce ‘Davis , aged eight years, be awarded to your
" Qratrix
Your Yrztrix further prays that the defendant and respondent, James
F Davis, by proper process of shis Honorable Court be bfought before this

Honorable court and directed to answer the charges that are herein made -

o

”gééiﬁgf him under the rules of this coUrt; THZT He @zy oe“made"”mgar*y*de—*
fendant or respondent to this Bill of Complaint and that upon the final
bearing of the evidence, ycur Honor will orcer, adjucdge, and decree that
the bends of matrimony hereltofore existing between your Oratrix and the
seid James F Davis be forever dissolved and that your Oratirix be permitted
to marry again and that she be granted such @ther znd further relief as may
in eqﬁity and good conscience seem proper and meet o your Honor.
And your Qratriz will ever pr ebigﬁfﬁ

7 __ 4f§i:ﬁ4§;E£:fQ ___________
Solicitor <for the Complainent.

Woot “ote.

'”he 1”est)c:zlcterrb is ‘Teguired to answer each and every paragraph-of-the-. .

'foregoing Bill from 1 %o 3 inclusive, but his answer under cath is hereby

expressly walved . .
- Z\/i,gz@gﬂ/ M -

oT e Complainant.







THE STETE OF :L:Balis, N0. 1055. CIRCUIT COURT, IN ZoUITY.
ZALDTIN TOUNTY. ”
ELLIE D4TIS COLPLAINANT
VS.
J«F.DAVIS DEFENDANT.

This cause, coming on to be heard at this Yerm, was submitied upon
the B1ll of Ccomplaint, decree Pro confessC, and the testimony zs noted

_fgy the Register; and, upon consideration thereof, the Court is of the
“opinion that the Complaingnt is entitled to the relier Preyed Tor in

sz1d bill.

ET- I3 TEEREFORE Crdered, .odguagea and decreed by the Court, tﬂat
the bonds of matrlmony heret0¢ore existing between the Complainant znd
Defendant be, and the szme are zereny alssolved and the Ccomplainant is
forever QlVOLCGQ from the Defencent, on the reunds of cruelty.

It is further ordered that the said Tllie Davis be, znd she is
hereby permitied 0 agein coniract marriage, ©WpOn the pavyment Of the
cogts ©F Court in thisz cause.

It 1s further ordered, that the said Fllie DaVls Pay the costs
herein taxed, for which execution may issue, and ‘such execution
is returned ™no property found,”, then execution _or such costs may
be issued aggainst the said J.F.Davis.

_ It 1s further ordered, adjudged and decreed thet said Bliie
Davis shall nct again marry except 10 sald J.F.Davis until sixty aays

after this date, and that if an appesl is teken within sixty deys she
shall nct merry again excerpt to s2id,J.F.Devis, durlng the szld pen=-
dency of zppeal.

T is further Ordered, sdjudged and decreed thait the two minor

“ehildren frice Davis and Doris Davis be ewarded-the-eustody-and-care . -

of J.F.Davis, their father and ‘thelir mother Krs. Ellie Davis shall have
the right and privilége to visit them from time to time or have them to
v131t her from time tc time.

1t is further ordered, adjudged =nd decreed that the T esponaent
JeFaDavis, shall have the rlphz to re-marry after the rendition of

thls decree; within eéiyy days.
This the Fﬁ./r“ dsy of C;Zz4ﬁzﬁédbﬁé4/ s 1933.

O T Tbans

Judge 0f the Circuit court oF
Baidwin county, slzbamse.
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8587, SUMMONS--Original.

Moore Ptg. Co.

Thﬂ State of Aﬁabama CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
Baldwin County § IN EQUITY

To Any Sheriff of the State of Alabama---GREETING:

. WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon James F.Davis,

(Vredenbergh Monroe Co Ala.)

Morroe,

County, to be and appear before the Judge of the Cireuit Court

of Baldwin County, exercising Chancery jurisdicticn, within thirty days after the service of Sum-
- mons, and there to answer, plead or demur, without oath, to a Bill of Complaint lately exhibited by

Ellie Davis,

azainst said

James F.Davis,

and further to do and perform what said Judge shall order and direct in that behalf. And this the
said Defendant shall in no wise omit, under peralty, etc. And we further command that you return
this writ with your endorsement thereon, to our said Court immediately upon the execution thereof.

WITNESS, T. W. Richerson, Register of said Circuit Court, this S5th day of

%// Z%M\Register.

N. B.—Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill upon application to the Register.

December, 198 2.




Serve on - ]

Circuit Gourt of Baldwin County
In Equity.

No.

Vs,

yames ¥.Davis,
//Vredenbergh lonroe Co, Ala*

5.C.Jenkins.

Solicitor for Complainant. |

Recorﬂgd in Vol. Page.
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SUMMONS

£llie vavis - : _f};
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The State of Alabama,
BALDWIN COUNTY.

Reecived in office this

193

day of

Sheriff,

day

Exegﬁutefgl this

/9 % |

of

g 1992

'by leaving a:copy of the withih Sﬁinmons with

Q@WM\? AQWJ

/

0 m F?  Defendant,

- 5/@

. D;epui:iy Sheriff,

3 She iff.
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| BLLIE DAVIS’ .

| JAMES T mwzs ’

|

uomplalnaat’

"IN THE GIRCUTT COURT-IN EOQUITY |
- 'VS' “ ~ . STATE OF ALABAMA
- BATDWIN COUNTY.

Resnon&ent

It .'LS agreed by &nd between uhe Sol;.c1tors of Record
that it ﬁould be:_::_ in thelr cpinion’ 'bo the b_es”c interest of all
par‘cie.é. concerned that the two children’ Do:‘f‘is"'ezid'-- inice Davis’®

daugh ters of the par*m es to this cause’ be Dlaced in the custody

of their iauber M && M ,&ﬂ.oeuz %‘UL

Solicitor Tor Complalnan*c.

Kb Aol §

?6}.101450?'5 for Responuent.







-

" 5RAL DEPOSITION Moore Ptg. Co., Bay Minette, Ala. .

_ The“state Of Alabamaé i Circuit Court bf Baldwin County, Alabarﬁa;,

e R e TV TS heTeompla i ant WHG beThg Ruly Swori-testiried s

Baldwin County (In Equity) :

-

Ellie Davis COMPLAINANT
VS,

Jemes F.Davis,

RESPONDENT

1 T«W.Richerson,

e b i T e ] e S e et T T

: 4 i Iy B ett
have called and caused to come before me Ellie Davis, EBrby Davis, Frances Bagg :

Alrred Hemiltons, ,iclene Suretse

witness .. named in the Requirement for Cral Examination, on the 25r§ay of January

19

B3.. at the office of __Register

in S8y Minette

, Alabama, and having first sworn said witness____to speak the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but th(e truth, the said Witnesses,

m doth depose and say as follows :

folowws, My Neme is Ellie Davis and I am the Complainant in this
n cause,James F.Davis the Respondent and myself were married on the
10th day of December, 1913, in Conecul County Alabama, -
and we have lived together as husband and wife until Mareh 15th 1932,
when the Hespondent voluntarily sbandoned me at which time he went
to live at Vredenbergh Monroe County Alesbama,after this time to wit:
on April 29tk,1932, he came back to Bay Minette and was here temporarily
to attend Court,and at this time at the Hamilton Hotel in the
presence of my son,he told me that he would kill me before he would
support me and our children ary longer,and sice that time he has not been
back to see me, I now reside in Bay Minette Alabame,and have been
e bon afide resident of Baldwin County Alabama since 4April 4th 1631,
and elways resided in the State of Alabema residémg both in Monroe

end Conecuk Counties in Alazbame,

I and my husband James F.Davis are hoth over the age of 21
years anc since our merriage wwe have lived together at different
places, as man and wife ,our married life was satisfactory,untiil
Apmnéll93l ,efher we came to Bay Minette to take charge of the City
_Hotel there, In Jupe 1931 his conduct beceme vicious and intemperate .. ..

toward me and he spoke unkdnd words to me in the presence of my children
and the hotel help this continued from time to time and in Jan 1932
he took charge of the Hamilton Eotel in Bay Minette,it was then that
his conduct toward me became cruel and unbearable,he not only cursed
and abused me in the presence of the chiidrern but threatened to
shoot me and blow my brains out,and’%%}%ou ¢ then turn the gun on L
himself before he would support me and”the children,this threat : '
was made March lst 1932, but before this while we were living at :
the City Hotel Hespondent J.F.Davis choked me and committed actual
viclence on my person, these acts togekhher with the threats that
. he made causesme to have & ;9§sonable apprehension of further
acts of violene upon my persSﬁfgftended with danger to my life and
health. ‘

4% - o
j’ / ‘f'{'@(f/ /gQ /Z// . K\C)M/'?p/




Erby Devis a witness for the complainant who being duly sworn
testified as follows:i-

My neme is Brby bavis, I am now 16 years old and reside here
.in Bay llinette Alehams, with my mother Mrs Ellie Davis whom 1 -
~am helping take care of and support, I work around the Hamilton
‘Hotel now in charge of my mother,and do whatever Jjobs 1 can get
to do, I liged at the City Hotel In Bay Moneite after they
.. moved here from donroe County,at different times 1 heard my father
' J.F.Davis abuse and speak unkind words to my mother,
both while tthey were running the City Hotel and while they were
running the Hamilton Hotel, his conduct soward my mother was cruel
and uncalled for, he not only eursed and abused hehin the presence
of us children but he at times threatened to shoot her, 1 heard him
o teld her at one time that he would blow her brains out,and that he
—mme—E e mold then—turn the gun on hifiself before he would. SLppOI‘t his wife ...
. and childeen I heard him make this threat to ny mother on March
15%,1932, After this on March 15th my Fakher J.F.Davis left Bay lLiinette
and went to Vredenbergh to live in Monro ¥Uounty, where he has since '
resided.
My mother is s%ill running the Hamilton Hotel at Bay Minette,
she has resided in Alabama,ever since 1 was born,and is over the age
of 21 years, She has lived in Bay Minette Baldw1n County 4Ala,
gince April 1931, moving here from Monroe County where she formerly
resided, while we were living at the City EHotel in Bay Hinette
-my mother was in bed a week from the effects of a choking and beating
-my father gave her,on one eccasion I did not see the sctual beating
but saw the bruised places on heamouth and throat,these acts of
viclance upon the person of my mother was attended with actual
danger to her life and health, and the threats he later made
in regard to shooting her and blowing her brains out were also
-attended with danger to her life and health,he told my brother on
- one occassion to go to the Reeds Cafe and get his shot gun,
" .but. . my brother did not go after the gun, this was the time he madeﬁhaa
threat that he would shoot her brains out,and on another occasion
_ I heardmy father J.F.Davis tell my mother that he would stedb her with
G i e 8-S CPEW - dTiver he held in his _hand over her hee & not staedb_her o
but threatened to stab her, these acts of violence t¢ her person =
was attended with actual danger to the life and health of ny
‘mother,

- Ly father i8 over the age of 21 years and resides in
llonroe County,4la.

Frances ﬁaggett a witness who being duly sworn testified as follows:
- liy neme is frances Baggett, I liye®in Bay Minette Ala
sinece 1931, my home is in Nashville Teun, y ggg present at the
- Marcy Beauty Farlor in Bay Minetite,run by my sister Mrs.
- He#.Kutz, where Mr. J.Davis had & Barber chair 1 saw him often
"and 1 saw Mrs vavis often,On one occasion at the Beauty shop
in Bay Minette L heard Mr., J..F.Davis curse and abuse his wife
and ordered her to go home next day after this 1 saw Mrs. bavis
in bed at the City Hotel,her face and throat was swollen and bruised .
and showed sighns that she had been beat by someone, : ‘
‘and she was crying at the time and said that heihusband had choked }’
her but + 4id not see the choking,I lived across the street opposide /

“"“the City Hotel and hed ocsdsionto SREsbs partiesr-emd drs Davis . Mi?';
- often, The acts G; v1olence that he did to her person was attended wlth

danger to X life and health2}5’;£§E;za>¢@u&$ﬂ§£f§? C?£;E€?

rielene surette, a witness who belng sworn testified in behalf of com-
_plainant as follogs: ' .

Iy name is aline Surrett; in 1831 I was working at the Clty Hotel -
in Bay Vinette, run by kr. and Mrs. J.F.Davis at thel time. I know then
both and worked there at their hotel six or eight months. IGhaVe heard
r. J.F.Davis abuse and curse his wile guite often. I rememder on One
ocassion when I knocked of at work, lirse Dagis ngsy well and the aext
morning when I saw her,her mouth was orulsea/ 5oked like it had Been

. choeked and she staved in bed most of that Week. I was attendalt on her
- at the time while she was in bed and and 11l and I 40 not ;emembﬁr s time
when Mr. J.F.Davis came into the room during her sickness at th_; time.

I don't tecall the words, but 1 40 reme@ber d?fferent times wher he

would curse and sbuse her. I am mo relstion fo eifher Hr Or ﬂrsa Davis




srd I am not employed oy eithe? of them. I Lived 11 Day HiBetoe IR Lvc 7

and now I live in Mobile, gida.

AlBred Hamiltion a2 witness who being duly sworn testified as

follows:

My nasme is Alfred ham1¢ton I worked at the City Zotel when .

it was run by Mr, Had pHs.J.¥-Davis during 1901, i was

working there as cookg I heard Mr. Uavis sbuse and speak

unkind words to lrs. Davis while 1 was working for them,

he fussed at her all along and treated her ecruelly, . - . e
T _ I sew her: at time when she had-been crying L worked. there - o .. oo
R v - -7 - the City Hotel un the moved to the Hamilton .Aotel '
- : I am not n o*klng for either of them, :




ELLYE DAVIS, )
g Complainant, ; IV THE CIRGUIT GOURT-IN Zquiry |
N -vs- ; ' STATE OF ALsBAMA =~
| JBES F. pavis, ] BALDRTIN GONTY, o
._ i Respondent. g . 5
51_ | e NOW”cames,ﬁhe,Respoﬁaents James F.,Bavi§; and fOr;&ﬂSgw;
gwer %o the Bill of Complaint in this ceuse, sgys:= §
7% FIRST: _5
{f That he admits the ellegations contained in Paragraphs 5
§ "1l" and "2% of said Bill of Compleint, §
- \ SECOND: I
f Respondent denies ihat vhile living in Bay Minette, Alaé
§ bama, at the time mentioned in the saig Bill er caﬁplaint, and at g

| ary time, so far as that goes, that he became vicious ang intem= ;

| perate in his corduet toward Complainent, ana denies that he abuseé

;§her @néd spoke unkind words %0 her in the bresence of anyone;-that_s :
ghe denies most unequivocably that he became eruel to her, and he |
| |

| denies that he cursed and sbused her at any time or that he threat-
g ened to shoot her, ang did in the presence of herself sna chilg 5
i or anyone else threaten to blow her brains out, or refuse to sSup= f

'port her. Respondent unequivocably denies that he choked %he COmrf

plainsnt or that he committed actual violence on her Derson at-
tendent with actual danger to her life op health, or that his con—g
duet became such toward her as to tause hLer %o have g reasonsble

| epprehension of actual violence om her person atiendant with

| danger %o her 1ife ang neelth, i
S M‘i S ;  §&:§9:' | . . .N=§m

g ) Respondent admits that the cohplainant'has been a bbna'g

! fide resident of this State for three yeaps and more before the §

'_-i filing of the Bill of Compleint in this cause, angd admits_?hat :
since June, 1951, she has been residing at Bay Minette, Algbama,

g
Respondent deniés. that he voluntarily abandoneq Complainant, azma |
|

| denies that he stated he would kili her before he woulg suppord ‘

| her and the children, Respondent admits that he is living in Vre-

f r
P

% (page One) R
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{page two)
denburgh, Alabama, at the present. Respondent further shows untoé
the Court that he hes with him the two littie girls, Doris and |
inice Davis, in Vredenburgh. Alabama, &nd that they are perfectly
contented with their enviromment; that they are in school &and that
he has the cepacity and the ability to properly care for them an&E
see that they are raised as they should be. Respondent further |
shows unto your Honor that he is perfecily suitable to have the

custody of these young children and that it would be %To their best

interest for them %o remain with him,

Having enswered said Bill of Complaint. Respondent asxs |

that he be discharged, etc.




