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Summans—-Ongmai

The. State of Alabama,

Baldwm Gou nty.

! Modre Printing Co. . 1:h:

} Ciicuitj c.;our’t of Bal_dwin County,In Ei_iuity__‘-,

: To any Shenff of the Btate of Alhbama—GREETING

WE COMMAND YOU That. you summoh
of the estate Jof

Armlstead, .
G rae e @ hme e me E e s e K e Rk e oa o me kg e
_ Balaw1a ' -
Of ca i o= i i s ..o __. County, to be and a,ppear befora the Judge of the Clrcmt Court

of Bal&wm Uounty, ekeréising Ohahcery jurisdiction, within thirty days after the service of Sum-

ingfis. and there to aﬁswér, pléad or demu¥, witHout oath, to a Bill bf Oomp]amt lately exhibited by
: hem:':y’ Sledge, et al,
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agamsﬁ md_____1.‘.0_%‘D_??}”:?__?f_?f*ﬁ%__aﬁ_ hdministrator of the estete of =
hll.u.am bledge ;aeceased, and fil:;.ne armistead.
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and further to do and perform what said J'udfre shall order and direct in that behalf. And this the
said Defendant shall in no wise omit, under penalty, ete,. ‘And we further command that you return
this writ with your endorsement thereon, to our said Court immediately upon the execution thereof.
WITNESS, T. W. Rlcherson, Register of said Circuit Court, this 9%h
Uecember w 2

-Register -

"N, B.~—Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill upon applicatio'n‘ to the Register.



In the Probate Uourt of Baldwin Gounty
Alabana ,
pegember 19th,1928.

3llidm.aledhv, veceased,
”L;.SL:al,t:O_. )

BRI T T

Ghmes ilorborne ftone, and Tiles in Uourt his appliecation in writ
ing and under vcath pray.ng the dourt to appoint hin administrator of the
Estate of william 3ledzme, becsased. wWhich application is ss follows:
Sledge, Willlam Deceased, | In the Probate Court, State of Alabaua,

Rstate of | Baldwin County. _
retition for Letters of Adminisiration:

0 the Honorable the Probate Court of Baldwin County, Alabama
and the Hon. G.W.Humphries, Judsze thereof:

Gomes your petitioner, Norborme Stone and filed in his petition
for letters of adminis%ratioa-on the Estete of William Sledge, Deceas-
ed and shows - : _

~hat your petitioner is cver %the age of 21 years and is & bona
Tide resident of QLBaldwin uouqty, Alebema, residing at ray Minette,
Alabana; ‘ _

That the gbove named decedent departed this 1ife intestate on,
to-wit: October 25th, 1228, while in the military service of the unit
ed States of Americs, nhils death taking place in france; that said de-
cedent lelt property conslsting of the United States VYar nisk Policy
In the sum of $10,000.00 with his mother, “ancy Hledge and his sisier
Allene Bledge {now Aliene Armistead) nemed as beneficlaries thereunder,
each to the extent of one~ialf thereof; that upon the deat: of the said
Fanecy ~ledge, which ococured during the montn of January, 1927, the
balance of the one-half of said nqllcy under whict. the saild “ancy
Sledge was namsd as peneficiary, passed to the estate of the =zaid
Willlam Sledge so that he now hﬁa w.. estzte consisting of monies due
by the United States Government of approximstely i£2,000.00 the exact
amount belng unknown and yet to be zscertained by bﬂv United States
Givernment; that at the vime of the @ eath of tihe sald william oledge
he was & resident and citizen of Baldwin county, Alsbama, residing
near Bromley where he lived at the btime of entering the military ser-
vice of the United States, oromley, Alsbama, being his lega residence.

The sstate ol ithe Sald decedent is limited as above set out he
having no other real or personal property known to your Petitioner.

“hat the several heirs and next of kin of sazid decedent as here-
inafter nawmed have been end are unaple to yualify as administrator on
sald estate and that your Petitioner has been and is now re.uested by
certain such next of xin to gqualify and =zct as such sdministrsidér.

Thet the hels, next of kKin and distributees of said decedent,
tegoeher with their relstionship, azes -nd nlaces of residence are as
follows: , ’

k1lla Foise Sledge, wife, whose whereabouts are unknown, have not
been known for over ten years and cannct be ascertained after dliitent
inguiry made. _ . '

segnry sledee, Tather, over the age of 21 yezrs, sairhope, Alabsna.

Wesley sledge, a orother, over the age of 21 years, Bommley, Ala
bama. :

Adolph oledge, a brother, over the age of Z1 years, Stapleton,
Als 41:‘:1,

Joshua Sledge, a brother, over the age of 21 vears, dromley,
Alabvams, :

Arthur bee ledge, a brother, over tie age of 21 years, Bromley,
Alabama. _ .

Iuberta Williams, a Sigter,_over the Bie of 21 years, rairhops,
Algbama, .

Aline irmlsteaa, over the oge of 1. years and married, a sister
Harricane, Alsbams
Junior thprﬂ, age 20 years, *“arie Clopton, age 18 years; ida
geton, age 16 years; Theresa vlopton, ase 14 year8° Wharlottis
wlobton, age 12 years; lLuvenila Clopton, age 8 years, all are nephews
and nleces of ssid decedent (being the children of Virginia uLOptor,
deceased, a sister of said decedent and VYscar Clovnton Jr,, ) whose ad-
dresses are bay winette, slabama, and who .reside with Cscar Clopion,
Jr., Gtheir father, they having ﬁO legel guardian.

ihat of the persons who have prdor right to administer on this
Istate none have gqualified or petitioned for letters within the time
reguired to assert such preferental right.

*herefore, the premises considored, your Fetitioner prays That
istiers of dﬁl.ﬂstratloq isgued to him upon said estate on his en-




therin into bond with sufflodient sureties as require<d by law.
Norborne Stone, retitiocner?

Ana 1% appearing to the Court, that the allesations of ssid apo-
lication are +Ure' that none of the psrties heaving a nior right to
the amolantrent of “dminist*rtor have apolied within the time re-
gulred to assert thelr righis and that sald Norborne &Stone is & person
ovar the age of 21 years and a it and competent person to adminis-
ter sald Lstate; that sald decedent died lesving property in this
qOhabJ valued et approximately$2000.00 and not probably wore and iat

more tngn 5 days have elapsed since the death of sald intestate;

Tt is thersfore ovdered, adjudseed and decresd by the vourt, that
saild Lorborne Stone, be and ﬂe iz hereby anpolnited adminissrtor of the
‘Estate of sald decedent William ledge, upon his entering into tond
within sufficient sureties, pm yable to, snd to be anproved by the Judee
ol ¥Yrobvate of paldwin wounty, Alabame, in the penal sum of 500,00, and
conditioned to perform all the duties whiich are or umay be reyuired of
him as such administrator.

And now azalin comes the seid sorborne ttone, anc Tiles in Gourt,
his bond as the administvrator of The Lsbtate of Willlam cledge, de-
ceased, payable and conditioned ag vrescribed by lew, in the sun of
54.500,00, _ '

And it aprearing 10 the satisfaction of the Jours, that sald bhond
is in the emount, prescrioved by the court, that 1t ls conditionec as
prescribed oy law, and That the sureties viercon are sufiilcient,

it is therefore ordsred, adjudree and decresd by the Uour* that

sald Dbond be and the seme 1s Rereby approved, znd that letiters of
aaninistration upon ithe IZstate of. Lilan Sledge, uveceased, 1uSU9 to
said noroorne stone, Lt is Turitler OrueT’C that saild %

sond be recorded.
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o | STATE OF ALARAMA, e
vesboiilig DGE, ET AL, P
STATE OF aAT.ABA) ' l‘ BALDWIN COUNTY.
BALDWIN counTy = - ] _
-CIRQUII COURT, 1v EQUITY. ] . : = , bding duly sworn, deposes and says that he is
I This, the : : e

12th day or Dece 29, -
ik o marélgge;'é;g;& the PUBLISHER of THE BALDWIN TIMES, a Weekly Newspaper published at Bay
e Register of this Coprt P

ge, Luberf% Minette,, Baldwin County, Alabama; that the notice bereto attached of- e

the ' Defendan: agos e : ‘

the De . Adoloh  Sledge, 15 g 7 =

;zggigsggent of the State of ila.b;in:i ’7(?%’ M )
- resides ih St Louis, ni i, and| Bt -
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|5 therefore ordap

/ be madé 'in the Ba;

.In ﬁhzjs
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ed that Publication
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IN THE CIRCUTI' COIRT-EQUEY SIDE.
STATE GF ALABAMA.

. HERRY SLEDGE BT Al.,
Complainants,

TS BALDYIN COUNTY.

‘trator of the estate of
William Sledge, deceased,

)
)
)
}
!
 KORPBCORNE STONE, as Adminis~ ;
_‘ }
. ET AL, %

Hespondenis.

Comes the Reapondent, Norborne Stone, as Aﬁministratof '
?sf the estate of William Sledge, deceased, amd for answer to the
Petition or Bill of Complaint in this cause, and to each paragraph
;thereof, separately and severally, says:
1. This Respondent admits the allegations of the first
 paragraph of the Petition or Bill of Complaint.
| 2. This Respondent admits thét he is the Administrator
i of the estate of William Sledge, deceassed; is a resident and citi-
fzen of Baldwin County, Alsbsma, and over the ags of twenty-one
iyears. |
| ‘That as to the residences and sges of the other regpond-
. entls, this Hespondent has no knowledge and neither admits nor de~
nies, bub demands striet proof of the allegations relative thereto.j
. 3. This Hospondent admits the allegations of the third |
- paragraeph of the Petition or Bill of Complaint. ‘
’. 4. This Hespondent denies the allegations of the fcaa‘rthE
;garégraph of the Petition or Bill of Gomplaint and says that he |
,anes have 1n his passession or vander his control the sum of One
fﬁnnérea Ten and 25/100 Dollars {§110.25), same being on deposit in
- the Baldwin County Bank of Bay Minette, Alabama, and in addition
- thereto holds as such Administrator Collateral Form of Note from |
- ¥. D. Stapleton, Bay Minette, Alabama, of date August 29, 1929, in
the sum of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00}, payable to the or-
‘der of ithe estate of William Sledge; deceased, Nerborme Stone,
;Eﬁ&miﬂistra%er, six months afber dte, with interest at eight per
- cent. {8Z) per anmmm Trom date, and to secure the payment Qflwhieh

{page one)



{page two)

.there has bheen pledged with this Respondent as collateral security
for the payment of said note three hundred Tifty {8505.; sha res of
;the Bankeras' Credit Life Insurance Company of Birminghem, Alabsme,
:as evidenced by Certifieate Number 241, issued %o W. D. tanleﬁon,
under date of July 12, 1929, and attached te said note; that sald
gnote and security and the One Hundred Ten aﬁé 25/100 Dollars
@(%110;353 eash on hand represents the entire esiate of the said
i%illiam'ﬁledge,-deee&seﬁ, whieh consiskted of moneys due,an&er 8
.Uhlted States qovernme&t Var Risk Insurance Poliey the worth of =
fwnich was Three Thousand Three Hundred Ten and 25/100 Dellars
'1(%5,316.25}, ﬁhisﬁ‘ambunt was received by this Respondent on June
14, 1989, and out of which he has expended in connection with the
ta&minisﬁratioﬂ of said estate the sum bf One Hundred Dollars
f{%lOO.GO) as attorneys' fees for the quelifying of Administrator,
@gi?img notice and other necessary legal sérvices to the date here=-
;of, and the sum of One Hundred Dollars {§100.00) psid to the com~
;plainant, Henry Sledge, by way of partial distribution. '
_ 5. ° Aunswering the fifth paragraph of the Petition or
;Bill of Complaint, this Respondent neither a&miﬁs‘ﬁar denies, but
. Gemapde striet proof thereof, and answering fTurther says that at
:the time of the Pilinmg by this Respondent of his Petition for ap-
nclnﬁmeﬁt asg Administrator of tbe eatate of W;lllam,alaége, go-
ceaseé, he was 1nformaé that the seid Williem $ledge left snrv1ving
‘Ehzm a WléOW, one Ella HNoise 8ledge, Whose whereabouts were then nn~;
:iKHOWE and had not been known for over ten {1.0) yearé-anﬁ covld not S
at that +ime be asceriained after diligent inguiry maae, gnd Re~
}éspendenu alleges and avers that although seid estate, by_reasan of
5§1t consisting of proceeds of the War Risgk Imsurance Polie y which
¢§are not subject to the payment of any éébts, has heen ready Tor
% finel settlement in all respects, that this Hespondent has staﬁ&-”
; and now stands ready to meke Timml settiemeat and distribution
i among the heirs at law and next of kin, but such fimal settlement
f and distribution hes been a&&‘ia now withheld on account of the
E uncertainty in cennection with the said wida@ an@ as to whethsr
i she be dead or alive, and thls Respondent, although he cannot and

(page two)



{page three]

féoes not allege that she is alive, suggests the survivorship of

the seid Ella Noise Sledge as the surviving widow of above named
f‘aeeeéent ang her right o said money as such surviving widow.

| _é. Answering the sixth paragraph of the Petition or

iBill of Complaint, this Respondent neither admits nor denles the

" ellegations thereof, but demends strict proof thersof.

' pinigtrator Of LHE estate ol
‘William 3ledge, deceased, Respondent.

Eg Salleltars For Responﬂent,
Nerborne Stone, as Administrator
of the estate of Willism Sledgze,
deceased,

{paze thres)
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I THE MATTER OF THE ZESTATE .
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

OF BALDWIN COUNTY,

' ) AT.ABAMA,
WILLIAN SLEDGE, DECEASED.

( ' IN EQUITY.

I, J. B»EBi%Q%bdrh, do herewith file this, my
consent in writing to écf;aéfguardian ad litem for Oscar Clop-
ton, Jr., Marie Clopton;?Adé“OloPton, Theresa Clopton and
Luveniz Clopton. I he%é%ith?pledge that if szppointed in such
capacity, I will do ali;tﬁiﬁgs necessary o be dome in further-

anceof their interestévin‘ﬁhegébove styled matber.
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STATE OF MISSOURT, )
GITY OF SAINT LOUIS. )

KNOW Aﬂﬁ MER BY THESE PRESENTS, That I,
Adelph Sledge, of the City of SBainbt Louis, State of Missouri,
do hereby constitute and appoint Henry Sledge, of the City of
Fairhope, of the County of Baldwin in the State of Alabama, =
true and lawful attorney-in-fact for me, and in my name and be-
half, o demsnd, recover and recsive all moneys, debts, merchen-
dise, ebtcs., belonging, due, or which méy become due or beleonging
to me through and by virtus of the sebtlement of the Estate of
my brother, William Sledge, geceaseé, the adminiétration of which
is now pending in the_Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabams, in
Bguity. I hereby grant unto said Hénry Sledge full power and
authorlity to do and perform all acts necessary and proper to
effectuate all or any part of the premises; giving and granting
also unto sald: Henry Sledge full power to substitute one attorney,
or mere, under him, to acht in accordance with the premises, and
the same at his'pléaéure to revokes I hereby ratify.and confirm
whatsoevef my sald attorney-in-fact shall and may do in the premises
by virtue hereofe. |

WITNESS mry hand and seal, this /€ day of

. %Wz{j{/ 5 A{u De, 1230.

_w_m//k /Q@;@ (SEAT)

STATE CF MISSOURI, )
CITY OF BAINT LOUIU. ) : .
-déE?ZZE /%Ziféa¢f¢ ; & Notary Public in

and for aforesaid State and City, heyebj certify that Adolph Sledge,

whoge name is signed to the foregoing Powsr of Attorney, and who is
known %o me, acknowledged before me on this day that, being in-
formed of the contents of said Power of Attorney, he executed the
same volunfa?zly on the day the same bears daktes |

Given under m"?” hand this L0 day of %f@m’,@,{f’
i
s Re Do, 1830.

ﬁ #,{§74;

NOTARY PUBLI%Y

;%7féa-£%%uQQfZ? fgfgpfﬁgg




1n the Frobatse Gourt of Bald-
: win eounty, Ala.,
§ rebruary 25, lQSG,

Estate of wWilliam Sledge, weceased

Gomes nenry Sledge, one orf the Heirs and next of kin of
wWilliam Sledge, veceased, by Hon.'T.W.ﬁicherson, negister, and
filed the rollowing notice of removal:

"Henry Sledge, et al., in the Gireuit

retitioners gourt of sbaldwin
¥Se ' sounty, Alasbama,
worborné Stone as Administrator
of the ustate of William Sledge, in mguity.
veceased, et al. ' .
nespondents,

¥o the nonorable &,wW.Humphries, Judge of rrobate:
in pursuance o a decree rendered in the above styled matter
ordering the removal of the administration of the sstate of Willlam
sledge, beceased, you are hereby commanded to transmit &nd deliv-
er to the negister ot this ¢ourt all documents end papers in your
possession pertaining to the astate of william cledge, weceased.
witness my hand this the 28 day of rebruary, 1939._

Ti@;ﬁiﬁhersan, Register.™”

1t is ordered by the Court that the file in this cause, con-
sisting of Petition for Letters of administration, Administrator's
Bond, vurder of Court appoinﬁing Administrator, Letters of Adminise
tration and notice of Appoiniment of Admiﬁistrator, which are all
of the papers constituting the file in this c¢ause be delivered to
the Register of the Circulf Gourt of Baldwin County, Alabama, in

Equity, e&s regulred by uvecree of the sald Cireult Court,
| -
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PROBATE COURT.

" NORBORNE STONE

o e e e e e e L e ey e A e e e e e

T

- who has duly qualified and given bond as such, and is authorized to administer such Estate,

Dated this._____ 23_ Qiill _________
-, - = = “‘"‘ == S =

.
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The State of Alabama,

\Z—/&“’//ﬂf’u _____ e COUNTY.

PR—O BATE COURT.

Estate of

// 2N

7 Deceased

M‘“’ S

a.,//;: 9%
LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION.

Admmlstrator.

_____ J 1911F
é Z’/%;}’ﬂ;ﬁ/‘"/ég\f .

Judge of Probate.

Baldwin Times Priat.
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Benry Sledge, Wesley Sledge,
Joshua Sledge, Arthur Lee Sledge
Luberta Williams, Oscar Clopion
Jr., Marie Clopton, &da Clopton
Theresa Clopbon, Ghavl@tte Clopton
and Luvenia Clopton .

!

_IN THE CIRGUIT GOURT

]

OF

BALDWIN COUNTY , ALABAMA
Ve

Norborne Stone as ﬁﬁmlnlst;atcr
of the Estate of Willism Sledge
Deecsased, Adolph Sledge, and
Aline Armxatead .

IN EQUITY .

BEEEEEREEREE

b . oy o - o - - E o T

It appearing frcﬁ the Hegister's report in this cause that
the 7th day of April 1930 was set down and appointed as the day o
hear and pass the accounts heretefere filed by Norborme Stone as
Administrator of the fstate of ¥illiam Sledge , Deceased , for
final settlement of his administration hereof, and |

k4 appearing from the Hegister's report thet due notiee
of the tiﬁe and the nature of the settlement was given a&s required
by lew end formal erder of the Court, and ,

It appearing from the Hegister's report that J B Blackburnh

was duly and lawfully appointed to, and did, aet as guardian sd litem
- for and to represent the interest of Oscar Clopton, Jr,, Marie Cloptonm,
Ada Clopton, Theresa Sloptén, Charlotte Glopton and ILuvenia Clopton,
the only minors heirs interested in this proceeding and gettlement, and,

Lt further appearing from the xegisterfs report that the |
said Adninigtrator here%efcre filed with the Eeéister-an account
bestween himself an& the éaid Estate as regquired by law, and from &
gcareful consideration tnereof the ﬂegister finds that Norborme Sione
as Aﬂmlnistrator of the Estate of William Sledse s Peceased, has in
his possession or under his comtrol Three Thousand Two Hundred Fifty
Six and 35/100 { & 55256.25 } Bollars. That said‘saﬁ,af money eoh=
stitutes the entire and éemplete assetts of the said estate after the
deduction of all eredits as shown by the Administrator’s aceount, and,

;t_furthér appearing from the Hegister's report that Henry
Sledge, one of the heirs of the decedent has heretofore received
from the said Administeator in the way of partial settlement the sum

of One Hundred ( § 100,00 } Dollare, and ,



It further appeérs from thefﬁegistex’s repord tha£ it kas
found by the Hegister that Norborns Stone asjﬁﬁministratar of the
said Estate is entitled to the sum of ﬂne.ﬁundreﬁ.and-ﬁhirﬁy Seven
& 90/100 ( § 137,90 ) Dollars ., That ssid sum of money was computed
bp fib.and-gne half ﬁer cent of the total assetts of the sald Estate
pluas two ané one half percent of the distribusements heretofore made,
together with the further and additional swm of fifity & m0/100
{ & 50.00 ) Deollars ch attorney's fees ;ncureé in éefen&lﬁg this
progeeding . ‘

Upon this cause being submitted for Tinal deecree ﬁpen the
Register's report aﬁﬁ‘the besree heretofore rendered , upon con~
sideration thereef it is ordered , adjudged, and decreed that the
accounts heretofore riled by the administrator, be, and the same are,
hereby paasea end allowsd ,

Further, that the Seid Henry Sledge have and recove of the

Five Hundred,

sald Norborne Stone One Thousand/Nine &,1?/109 ( $ 1,509,17 ) Dollars
That the said Wesley Sledge, Joshau Sledge, Arthur Lee Sledge,
ﬁd@ﬁﬁh Sledge, Luberta Williams snd Aline Armistesd have emd recover
of the Said Eorberna Stone the sum of Two Hundred Lweﬂty Nine & 88/100
(8 229.88 ) Eallars[ g% all the minors herein aboved aamed have and
recover of the said Earberne Stone the sum of Thirty Bight &31/100
| {$38.31 ) Dollars each.

4% is further ordered that the said Norborne Stone Pay said
sums of mﬁngy to the adult heirs herein abowe named &ndthecémounts
that they are deorsed snititled to and thet the monies whieh the
minors are entitled to receive be paid to the hegis%er of this ecurd
pending the appoinﬁment ef a legel guardisn, and upon the appeintment
-ef such guaridan that the sald menies be paid to him after deduection
of the proper amount of court cost.

?t is further ordered adjudged and deereed that the payment of
the suma-ef money in the manner above stated shall operate as & dis-
charge of the sald Yorborne Stone as daties/ggqgaministrater of the

said estate,



It is further ordered , sdjudged and decreed that all vouchseTs
and other evidenece and statements on file rélating o this or any other
settlement, and all papers snd writings on file respecting the said
egstate be recorded, |

It is further ordered adjudged and decreed that the cost of
the proceeding incurea in this and the Probate Court be paid by the
distributees hersein named, Said eost %0 be taxed to each ddstributes
in the same pwnperti@n as they received the assetts of the said estate,

And now comes the said Forborne 3tone, and shows to the
satigifaetion of the Court that ke has paié end satisifiéd the several
Judgments hersinabove rendered agsinst him, and paid into Gourt the
rionies belonging to the above named miners distributees, and that &ll
his duties as such Administrator have been preformed, it is ordered thet
‘ha be, end hereby is, discharged from further duties and liabllities as su
 such Ldministrator. |

‘Pone in term time this 14th day of April 1930 A. D.

fﬁ/ééw,ﬁ d

Judge «
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" NORBORNE STONE AS ADMINISTRATOR

= T . e i

7
i

HENRY SLEDGE, WESLEY SLEDGE,
JOSHUA SLEDGE, ARTHUR LER

SLEDGE, LUBERTA WILLIAMS, { _

OSCAR GLOPTOk, JR., MARIE I¥ THE CIRCUIT COUR?D OF
CLOPTON, ADA CLOPTON, THERESA. '

CLOPTON, CHARLOTTE CLOPTON, ) _

and LUVENIA CLOPTCN, o oF

Petitioners, [ _
BALDYWIN CCUNTY, ATABANA.
VSe .

OF THE ESTATE OF WILLIAM SLEDGE, (
DECEASED, ADOLPH SLEDGE and
ALINE ARMIDWEAD :
' ‘ ) ' - IN BEQUITY.
~Respondents. ™ '

It appearing from the Registerts report that
Norborne Stone as Administrator Qflthe'ﬁstate of William Sledge,
Deceased, has in his possessi0ﬂ and under his control Three

Thousand Two Hundred Fifty 8ix and 25/100 (g3, 256, 25) Dbollars,

property of tne gstate Of William Sledge Deceased, and that said

sum of money constitutes the entire and complete assets of the

afofesaid Estate, and that the sald Administrabor is entitled to

Tx 8157.90%%  Dollars for services rendered in the administra-

tion of said Fstate, and thet Henry Sledge, one of the distribu-
tees hereafter named has DPEV“OQSTy received a partial dias-
tribution in the amount of One Hundred Dollars ($100¢90), and,w
Whereas, it appears from the decree previously
rendered in this cause on the Slst day of'Febrﬁary, 1930, thatb
the only heirs ofl William Slédge, Deceased, who are enbtitled to
share in the dilstributieon of sald Estate, together with their
relationship to\thé decedent, and the portions of the Estaterwhich
esch heir 1s entitled to receive, according to law, is as follows:
Henry Sledge, Pather, One-Half (1/2)
Wesley Sledge, Brother; One-Fourteenth (1/14)
Joshua 8ledge, Brother, One-Fourteenth (1/14)
Arthur Lee 8Sledge, Brother, One-Fourteenth (1/14)
Luberta Willisms, Sister, One-Fourteenth (1/14)
Aline Armistead, Sister, One-Fourteenth (1/14)

Adolph Sledge, Prother, One-Fourteenth (1/14)
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HENRY SLEDGE, WESLEY SLEDGE,
JOSHUA SLEDGE, ARTHUR LEE

SLEDGE, LUBBERTA WILLIAMS, (

OSCAR CLOPTON, JR., MARIE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
CLOPTON, ADA CLOPTON, THERESA

CLOPTON, CHARLOTTE CLOPTON, )

end TUVENIA CLOPTON, . oF

Petibtioners,
ALDWIN COUNTY, ALARAMA.
Vi e |

NORBORNE STONE AS ADMINISTRATCR
CI' THEY ESTATE OF WILLIAM SLEDGE, (
DECEASED, ADOLPH SLEDGE and
ALINE ARMISTEAD, -

' _ > _ IN BQUITY.
Esspondenbse

in thié cause the Reglster reports to the Court

thet under and by virtue of a decrge fendereé in this cause on
 the 21lst day of February, 1930, he has caused citation to issue
commanding the Judge of Probatg of Baldwin County, Alabama to |
trensmlt snd deliver to the Reglsber of the Circuit Court of said
County and State_all documenté and papers in his poséession ﬁer-
talning to the Estate of William sledge, Decessed, that said.
cltation was duly, regularly and lawfully servié% on said Judge
of Probate and that he has complied with the mandate thereof in
accordance with the law.

| That he issued citation directed to Horborne Stone
as Adminlstrator of the HEstate of William Hledge, Deceased, com-
manding him to make out and file with the Register an account,
verified by his oath, between himself and the Estate of the said
decedent, charging himself with all assets of the decedent which
nave come in to hils possession and créditing himself with all the
credits he is by law entitied to. That sald citation was duly,
regularly and lawfully served upon the aforesaid Norborne Stone
ag Adaminisbtrator of the Estate.of William Sledge, Deceased. The
sald Administrator has duly complied with the mandate of said
citaﬁion and did file on, to-wik, the 10%th daj of Marech, 1930, an
account bebween himsell and the aforesaid Zestate.

Muarcher, that upon the filing of éhe account between

the Administrator and the Estate, I appointed and set down the 7th



'day of April, 1830 at my office in Bay Hinette, Alabama, as
the day and place for the final settlement of the Estate of
the aforesaid decedent. That notice of the same was duly and
lawfully given by publiecation in the Baldwin Times, a néWSu
paper published in the aforesaid County and 3tabte for three
consecutive weeks. Thst further notice was giv§n to every
adult distributee thereof of the day set for making settle-
ment as aforesald by wriltten notice thereof belng duly and
legally servéd upon them by the Shefiff of Baldwin Coanty,
Alsbame, snd / or the written acceptance of service of such
notice by the attornsys of record for the respective distribu-
Tees.

Further, that J. Be. Blackburn having filed his
consent in writing to act as guardian ad Ilitem for all minor
parties interested in the ssettlement of the Estate, I have
appointed the saild J. B. Bléokburn, a competent attorney at law
as guardian ad litem %o represent the inbterests of Oscar Clopton,
Jrs, Marie Clopton, Ada Clocpton, Theresa Clopton, Charlotte
Clopton, and Luvenia Clopton; minérs interested.in the setile-
ment of the aforesaid Eshate.

Further, that en the day appointed for finsl
settlememt of the Hstate as aforesaid came before me Henry Sledge,
Wesley Sledgé;_Joshua Sledge, Arthur Lee 8ledge, Luberta Williams,
through their atteineys, Dozier & Gray, Oscar Clopton, Jr., Marie
Clopton, Ada Clopton, Theresa Clopton, Charlobie Clopton, aﬁd
Iavenia Clopton through their guardian ed litem, J. B. Blackburn,
Forborne Stene, the Administrator of the Estate of William Sledge,
in person, and Aline Armistead
| | Upon a careful éonsideration of the accounts and
vouchers filed as afgresaid,:I;find that Norborns Stone as the
Administrator of the‘Estate of William Sledge, Deceased, has in
his possession and under his control moneyé, fhe property of the
Estate, in the smount of Three Thousand Two Hundred Pifty-Six
and 25/100 {($5,256.25) Dollers, and that said moneys are entire

and complete assets of the sald Estate, after the payment of One



Hondred Dollars ($100.00) for attorney's fees and expenses in
connection with collecting-énd securing ssld moneys, and after
the partial dlstribution of One Huadred Dollars ($100.00) to
Heﬁry ﬁledgegﬁone of.ﬁhe distributees. Fufther, that the afore-
s2i1id Norborne Stone, as Administrator of thelEstate of William

Sledge, Deceased, is entitled to  ¥*F 81p7,g0%= Dollars as

et

compensation for services rendered in the administration of said

Esbabee.

Dozl %,‘,2755{/?30

J/\W"‘x (REGISTER)



%" TORAL DEPOSITION Moore Ptg. Co., Bay Minette, Ala, - -

The State Of Alabama} Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama,
: - Baldwin County (in Equity)

Henry Sledge et al

COMPLAINANT

VS.

Norborne Stone et al , RESPONDENT S

I, T.%.Richerson,

as Register and Commissioner.

Hezii‘y Sledge ,0scar Clopton,

have called and causad to come before me’

for Complajinant and Nofborﬂe Stone for Respendents

witness .. nained in the Requivement for Oral Exarhination, on the —+%dhy of ﬂeb'f‘lary

1930

. at the office of _ Register

nBey Minette,

. Alabé,ma, and having first sworn said witness____to spéak the

fruth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said witnesses,

doth depose and say as follows:
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1N THE CIRCUIT COQURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.
AT BAY MIFETTE, ALA.
HENRY SLEDGE, ET AL., H
Complainants, :

VS NO. EQUITY SIDE.

L1

L1}

'NORBORNE STONE, BT AL.,

[

Respondents.

TESTIMONY TAKEN ORALLY BEFORE REGISTER CN FEB. 14, 1930,

APPEARANCES:

Appearing for Complainants, Dozier & Gray through John T.
gray. -

Appearing for Respondents, Norborne Stone as Administrator,
R. C. Hesrd.

AGREEMENT AS TO WAIVER OF SIGNATURES OF WITNESSES.

It 1z agresed between Dozier & Gray as Solieitors of Record
for Complainants and R. C. Heard as Solicitor of Record for
Respondent, Norborne Stone as Administrator, that the testi-
mony of the witnesses this day examined be taken down in
shorthand by Miss Loulss McLeod for T. W. Richerson, as
Register and by her transeribed, and filed with the Register
and that the reading over of such testimony after transeription
and the signatures of the witnesses to their respective tes-
timony be and the same hereby is waived.

DOZIER & GRAY,

Stoneras Aéministrater..
HENRY SLEDGE, ONE OF THE COMPLAINANTS AND A WITHNESS FOR -
COMPLAINANTS, BEING DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: -
DIRECT EXAMINATION '
I am Henry Sledge, Tfather of one William Sledge, now deceased.
I live in Baldwin County, Alabams, in the town of Pairhope. My

son, William Sledge, during the year of 1916 resided in Baldwin

o



Counbty, at or near Bay Minebte, Alabama. On or about June

&, 1618 my son, William Sledge, married ome Illinmois (or

- Ella Noise) Rogers. William and his bride residesd in Baldwin
County, Alabaﬁa, near the town of Bay Minstte with the sister
of William, Virginia Cloptons To my knowledge, William pro-
vided édeqnate and sufficient support and protection, and so
far as T eould observe, they llved a pesceful, contenbed 1ife;

During the first part of 1917, the afores%id Tliincia
Sledge left and deserted her home and rusband without notice
and without eause, leaving no address, and, so}far a8 4iligent
gearch can ascertain, has never.been seen or héard of since.
Some time afber the United States of America declared war.
against Germany, my son, Willlam, enlisted in the Unilted
Stétes.axmy, was sent to France where it is reported by govern-
ment asuthorities he died October 25, 1918. He left surviving
him the following: - |

Hancy Mosley 3Sledge, mother;_ﬁenry Sledge, father;

Wesley 3Sledge, brother; Joskma Sledge,'bgobher;

Arthur Lee Sledge; brother; Luberks Sleige {now

Luberta Williams), sister; Aline Sledge know Aline

Armistead), sister; Adolph Sledge, breth;r; Virginia

Clopton, sister, _ ' |
which constiﬁute all the heirs of my son, William. Since the
death of William, his sister, Virginia Clopton, has dled and
left surviving her the following minor children, all nileces
and nepvhews of the deceased William: -

Oscar Glepton, Jr., Marie Clopton, Ada Glopton,

Theresa Glopton and Tuvenia Clepton.

As stated Eefore, I have made &iligenﬁ-seafah and ingquiries
in an effort to ascertain the present whereabouts of Illinois
Sledge. Such efforts have been made by me for mény years, and
especlially of late.  Upon being-informed that the profits of
The War Risk Insurance Policy on the life of my son, Williem,

were being held for the rightful heirs of his body, I have made

-2 o



gearch for Illincis in the f@llowiﬁg WENNEr: -

I have asked Mr. M. F. Northrop; the President of the
Banlk at Fairhope, 1f he could give me any'iﬁformation that
might tend in sny way whatsocever to ascerbtain the whereabouts
of Illincis Sledge. I have given ¥Mr. Norborne Stone the name
of the party for whom Illiﬂoisi father worked, T. L. Taylor
of Brémley, Alabams, and understand that Mr. Stone had made
inquiry through Mr. Taylor. I have inquired st the posboffice
at Bay Minettse, Alabame and at the postoffice at Pairhope
and Bromley, Alabasma, but have found no informaticn whatso-
ever concerning the whereabouts of Iilineis. On one occasion,
I requested Mr. Carlyle McDavid to help me find Iliinois, and
to inguire threﬁghnut his ecolleetion route in order that some
information might be obbained. MNr. MeDavid reported Lo me
that ﬁe dia make meny imguiries, but he fdand no ons thatr
had heard from Illinols since she departed. I was advised by
my atborneys that this mabter would have to be handled in the
ﬁircuit Court, on account of the necessity ef making proef that
the wife of William Sledge was no longer his helr.

OROSS EXAMINATION é_xr’ R. C. HEARD

I was acquéinted with Illinols Rogers befcre she married
my son, and, of course, came to know her betber after her marriage.
We were always on the best of bterms up to the time that she lefk.
Afper she 1aft,neither I, nor my wife, who was alsc on good terms
wlith her, received any word or comminication in any'way. We un-
derstood that she went to Texas from here and we made inquiries
of other people who had known her in an effort to firnd out if
she had written ﬁhéﬁ, but all informstion Waé thatlne one had
heard from or of her.

Through Stone & Stona, and then later through Mr. Norborne
Btone, attorney of Bay Minette, my danghter, Aline Catherine
Sledge, now Aline Armistead, my wife, Naney Moazley Sledge, who
is now dead, and I had lobts of corrsspondence with the Veterans
Bursau and other departments which had to do ﬁith ex-saldiers.
or deceased veterans in connectlion with insurance, compensations

B .



and the llke, end none of us were at any time advised or
informed that any claim of any kind had been made by Illinais
Sledge for any compensation, pay, or otherwise, as the wife
of Willism Eiedge,_déceasedy

I really think that I[1llinois Sledge died when the flu wes
go bad, for it was right after she left that it became so bad

over the whole country and so many people died. I also base

-
-
-~

this on information recelived by me from Fannie Curtis, who
knew Illiﬁois guite well and Willie Lee, who was also acquainféﬂ
with her and her family, each of whom bold me that they learned
that she died out in Texas shqrtly after lesving here. No, I
have not heard from or of Illincis during the past thirteen yeérs,
nor have 1 ever seen or heard of any one who hes heard from or

of her, execept Fannle Curtis end Willie Lee, and it is the gen-
eral belief in the commnities where she lived or was known that

she is dead and has been dead for many years.

HORBOEEE STONE, A WITEESS FOR THE RESPONDENT, NORBORNE

STORE AS ADMIEI TRATOR, UPON BEIRG DULY SWORN TESTIFIED

A8 FOLLOWS: -

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY R. G. HEARD

My name is Norborne Stones. I am one of the Respondents in
this cause, belng sued as the Administrator of the Estabe of |
William Sledge, deceased, having been appointed by and having
duly qualified in the Probate Court of Baldwin County, Alebame
as such Administrator on Decernber 19, 1928. I am, and have béen
.for wmany years, in my eapacity as attorney, the counsel for
Henry Sledge, his wifs, Eancy Sledge, now deceased, and Aline
Armistead, who was ferm@rly Aline Sledge, for whom I also served
for several years as'guardianggwhile'she was under age. During
21l of this period, I have had to do with the affairs of William
Sledge, deceased, in connection with insuranee, compensation and
like matiers handled by this &epartment of the s=ald governﬁent.
I have personal knowledge that the allegations of paragraph One.
of the bill are true, and that the allegabtions of the first |

paragraph or sectlon of the second paragraph of the bill are true



but as to the resldences and ages of the other Respondents
named therein, I do not know. I zlze admit.the‘allegati@na
of paragraph Three. As to the assets now in mj control as
Administrator of the estate of William Sledge, deceased, they
are as set out in my answer, under paragraph'designated Four.

I do not have any direct knowledge that the wife of
‘William Sledge is an heir at law or entitied £0 share in hiﬁl
estate, for I do not imow whether she is 1iviﬁg or dead, and
if dead, how long she has been dead. lit ia by reason of this
question as to the existence of Illinocis Sledge not belng a
matter of record and nob being definite that I have withheld,
under advice; meking distribution of this estate, although
this is the only matbter holding it up, since'ghe monies in hand
are not lieble fer the payment of any debbs or obligations,
other than the costs of administration. The only informatien
that I have as te Illinois Sledge I gain from the relatives of
Willism Sledge, the Sémplain&nts in this case and that was to
the effect that he did have at one bime a wife by this name,
but who disappeared aﬁd had not been heard from or of 1n over
ten yearsg. At my instance, Henry Sledge, the father of William
Sledge, deceased, snd one of the Gomplainants,made inguiries of
people in various commnities who would have been 1i?ely te have
had knowledge on the question of whebher this womsn was dead or
alive. * Among these sc inguired of was T. L. Taylior, who is now
and has been for many years a naval stores operator in the Brom-
ley section and for whom the familly of Illinois Slédge had worked
priof to and wers working at the time of her leaving for Texas.
ﬁr. Taylor on inoguiries madé'by me stated that he had not heard of
or from this women or from any of her people and had no information
concerning them at all, tut understood that they left for Texss or
Migsouri and that certain of the people in his employ understood

that this woman was dead.
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11 Williem's wife left him asnd until William went to war.
. I know that William supported, loved and protected his wife
and apperently they lead & happy and contented married 1ifs.
Willlam worked at Stockton Mill and ome day while ho was at
work, his wife left him and went away with her mother and her’
fathere William lived with me several months'ionger, and T
know that he never reéeived any word or letter from his wife
and T haven't seen or heard of his wife or her family since
they left. Illinois and her Ffather and mother knew a nunber
of people in and around Bay Minette and had lots of friends.
I have sesn many of the people who knew Illinois, but, so far
as I can find out, no word or ietter frem I1llineis has been
received by them. |

I1linois Sledge was small.and poorly and had considerabls
lung trouble, often suffering with colds asnd fever.

CROSS EXAMINATION BY R. C. HEARD

Yes, after she left I asked different people if they had
ever heard from,or of Illinois snd they all answersed no. Ho;
I have never written her any letier as I had no way of addressing
‘one to her. Yes, Illinois and William were on the best of terms
and I.believe that 1f she were living, Willieam would have reeelved
some word from her. No, ne letters came to my house addressed to
William from her after he was_sent to war. Ho, none of the people
who knew Illinois believe that ghe will ever return and it is tha

common belief that she died meny years ago.
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NQTICE T{) NON"RESIDENT. . .‘ F&DURE PTG. GO BAY MINETTE

3

. -

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.

isa non‘residegt of the State of Alabama =

D I R L I R R R R R D I R O S N N N R ST R NP

_and further, that, in the belief of said Affiant.. .. the Defendant

- years; it is, therefore ordered that publication be fnadé in the

Y- | ﬂéwspﬁpey published ir;,__

Baldwin County, Alabama, once aweek for four consecutive weeks, requiring. __ %

Ve e s d e e r e

D R I I AR B Y

i

: tb answer or demur to':fshe Bill of Complaint in this ca,ti;ése by the... ... .. 00 20 .. ..dayof

hiity ] . ] -
198N ., or aftier thirty days therefrom a deree Pro Confesso may

.

~ -y
Attorneys for Plaintiff.
& UPOF e
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ARNRY SL
JOSHIA &

e

30CAR OL
CTOPTON,
 CLOPTON,
AND LUVE

-

TEe- R - S aat Se R W BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.

HNORBOLRWE STOWE AS
OF THE MdTﬁm“ oF

ARITET

aTTNE

Comes the Complainant in the abové stvled cause

fm

and moves the Court 4o enter a decree pro confesso againat the

Respondents, Adolph 2ledge and Aline Armistead, snd

therefor, alleges the following:

a

FIRST, that publication requiring the Res spondent
Adolph Bledge, to answer, plead or demur to the Bili of Complaint

nag been regularly complefed, and the sald Respondens, &dolph

Cledge, having falled, to this dabe, to answer, plead or demur,
g FaY

is now in default.

been regularly snd personally served with Process of Subpoena
requiring her 40 answer, pl-ad or demur te the within Bill of
shirty days have elapsed since the service of
the Sibp oena aforesald, and-the said Resver

to answer, plead or demur Lo the sllegabions of the Bill of lom-

5
™
nladi

- J-

nt .

f’
o BOLYPITCRE FOH @@W PLATNANTS



)
I¥ THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
I¥ THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

(

OF | BALDWIN COUNTY,
| | ) ALABAMA.
WILLIAM SLEDGE, DECEASED.

( I¥ BEQUITY.

EY

A
In thile cause 1t being made to appear to the Regls-

ter ;}:%Qe allegations of ﬁhescémplaint of Herry Bledge, et al,}r
that Oscal Clo@tcn, Jr., mériéﬁClopton, Ada Clopton, Theresa x
Clopton and Imvenia Gloptbﬁ are-minors and that they are interested
in the distribution of thé’abévs styled estate; and fthat no one
has been nominabed by said minors to act as gusrdiasn ad litem
for them; and it further appearing that J. B. Blackburn is in
all respects a2 sultable pérsonitouact as guardian ad litem for
such infants; snd the sald J. B. Blackburn, having filed his
conigent, in writing, tola$t as'such,J

Now, thereforé,'it is ordered by the Reglster that
the said J. B« Blackburn, be and héreby is appointed guardian

ad litem in this csuse for sald infantse.

Witness my hend this (7 day of }V1344{k,/ + 1930,
A

(REGTSTER)




RECORDED

i . ey
’ :

. y o . e ‘_‘_w N -
A il o )

. {'7_‘;\?' LW w5 .
w“e’éﬁ%%% ok e

?' ,; C @ -'ﬁfmw
Mﬁ %@M{Mmg,%ﬁw

L

: R R
m_wmaav;i‘“’““’m“’. Wi,
i ;
LB

P




l

!an

o

an
L
= h
4

file

th day of Tebruary,

a







o
4

Y e ey _r,
ANTBARY Janoprg dww.mﬁ_. o2
e L&h: 2 wDWHW Thoe
e B s
- 8 Meichas |

i Ny .,. 2

i
|
s L3
- o
. oA
ATt - ,
. - :
oo I - -
N
[ z
_ B L
DLt S
o
- - v
. N0
o
. oo = |
ST ;
RN R R ..
+ g
, ;
i
. |

L -
2 2
. =
- -
,_ - 3
; u x




. HENRY SLEDCE IT AL,

- NORBCENE STCHE, As Adwminig-
- trator of the Estate of
~dillieam Sledge, Deceased,
‘et al.

: IN TiH& CIRCUIT COUBTwEQUET?‘SIDE””
Complainants. . ;

STATE OF ATABANMA
BATDWIN COUNTY.

VSe

. -

Hesp ondenus¢

Rl e S N e P}

70 THE HONOURABLE THE CIRCUIT CCURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA i
CEQUITY 8IDE, AND TC TE HON. FRAWNCIS W. JARE, JUDGE TEEREO SITTING

SN LQ,UI TV

_of the Estate of William Sledge, Deceased, and under and pursuant

,

Comes the-Regpoadent, Horborne Stone, as Administrator

[

“to the decree rendered on the 2lst day of February, 1950 in this

. cause, wherein and whereby this Respondent, as such Aaministrator,

was crdered to meke out and file with the Register of this Court an

“account verified by oath, beitween such Respondent, as sueh Adminig-

itrator, and the sald esbtate, charging respondent with the assets of

- the estate which have come into his Possession ag such Administrator;

;and erediting him with all credits to which he may be entitled by

law,

Hespondent files this his petition for final settlement

gand discharge, as such Administrator, together with all accounts,

. vouchers, statements and cancelled checks relating to seid adninis-

- tration and shows unto this Court and your Honor as follows: -~

That Respcondent wes heretefore on the 19th day of D@cember,

1929 appoinied as *dmlnlsvrator of said estate by the chbaﬁe Sourt

cof Baldwin County, Alabama; and that he duly qualifiéd as such;_thati

?on December 20%th, 1928 and within the time prescribed by law, he

~gave notice of such appointment in the Torm prescribed by law and

that such notice was duly published in the Baldwin Times, a news-

-paper published in this County in which the letters were issued,

-said publication appearing foxr three successive weeks,

Thai after Respondent was appointed &dﬁlnlsﬁrator, he re-~

ceived from the United States Veterans Bureau the suir of Three %
‘Thousand Three Hundred Ten and 25/100 Dollars (§8310.25), boing the g

‘then present worth of a War Risgk Insurance Policy Williem Sledge, !

{?agé Cne)

i\\ \



~page Twow
' Deceased; that of said amount, $3,000,00 was lcaned by Respondent |

ito W. D, Stapleton on July 12th, 1929, which =said 1oaﬁ together Withé

?%léB,OO, representing the interest thereon at 8% fram July 121th,

1229 Yo Februsry 21, 1930, was repaid by W. D. Stanleton on the 213t§

' day of FebrusTy, 1930; thet seid $3310.25, together with $146,00 _ ?
iinﬁerest, is the amount with which your Respondent is chargeable; |
;that a statement of all monies, together with the @&ﬂﬂ%,aﬂd amounts,
;as recelived by Respondent, 1lg hereto altbached and marked Exhibit ﬂA”?
?and made a vart of this peTitl on. :
That of the monies comizng into Responﬂent's hands, as Ad-
gmimistrator, there has been expended the sum of One Hundred Dollars
:($100,00) for ettorneys fees in conneection with securing said moneyaé“w
;from.the Unilted States Velerans Bﬁre&u and the administraition of
;said estate, and One Eﬂﬁdredlﬁollars {$100,00) by way of partial
{distribution t0 Henry Sledge, all as shown by.statement attached
iherete, marked Exhibit "B"™ and nade a ﬁar%‘gf this petition, and by
Ekvouchers evidenoiﬁg the geame in the f@fﬁ of‘cancelled checks which :
fare filed hereto.

That there now remains in Respondent's hands the sunm of :
. Three Thougand Two Hundred Fifty~-six Dollars {%5256.@53, the amounﬁi
Cwith which he is chargeable after crediting him with all the credits
_to which he is entitled by law.

That no elaims have been filed against said ecstate al-~
thhough the'time for so Tfiling has elapsed; That there remains un-
:_paid reascnable commissions due Respondent, as such Administrator,

H ]/1
L on his reecelipts and disbursements, and also there remains unpaid !

2'attorneys fees incurred in connection with the defense of this
?;cause and in convection with the Tinasl ssitlement of Hhis adnini ge-
- tration.

Your Petitioner slleges that he has adminisgtered gaid es-f
tate and handled said monies to the best of his abllity and has noﬁé
at any time used the same or any part thereof for his versonal _ é

' beunefit,
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That the names, relationshivp, ages and addresses of the heirs

f andg next of kin of such estate are as Pollowg:-

Henry Sledge, father, over ithe age of 21 years,
Bromley, Alabamsa;

Adolph Slé@ge, a brether, over the age of 21
years, Stapleton, Alsbama;

Joshua Sledge, a brother, over the age of 2L Co
yeal's, Bromley, Alabama,; : :

Arthur Lee Sledge, a brother, over ths age of
2l vears, Bromley, Alabama;
* .

Luberta Williams, & 8istér, over the age of 21 | |
years, Fairhope, Alabama;

Aline Armistead, over the age of 18 yvears and i
married, a sister, Hurricane, Alabama;

Junior Clopton, age 20 years; Marie Clopton, age
18 years; Ada Clgption, age 15 vears; Theresa

Clopton, age 14 years; Charlotte Clopton, age 13 :
years; Luvenia Clopion, age & years, all are -

nephews. and nieces of szid decedent (being the

children of Virginia Clopton, deceased, a sister

of said decedent and Oscar Clopton Jr.) whose

addresges are Bay Minette, Alabama, and who reside

with Oscar Clopton Jr., their father, they having

ne legal guardian; the said Oscar Clopion Jr. hav-

ing the maintenance and charge of all of said minors.

WIEREFCORE, Respondent prays that thig Court take Jurisdietion

:of this petition and that all necegsary crders and decress be made

- and entered and notices lgsued as are necessary in the premises 1o

. effectuate a final settlement of the administration of Respondent

. on above estate; that upon such hearing the accounts of Respondent,
i 2 : o 2

Cas Tiled herewith, be passed and allowed and that all accounts in-

.. . - -' . N B ‘_:\Wﬂ.*@_,ﬂ... g . s " . . .
~eurred or pald be allowed, including reasonable atitorneys fees in

. connection with the defense of this eause and the administration of |

¢

; upon Responden®, as such Adminisirator, complying with said decree,

' he and the Sureties on his bond be disg

§

. said estate and this final setiianent, and that the commissions to

;Which Respondent 1s euntitled according to law be allowed and that

t8wern to and subseribed before me,

.8 Notary Yublic whose seal is here-

to affixed, this 24th day of
L Rebrusry, 1930,

Pl .

Hdtdhry Publie, Baldwin -
County, Alabans,
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RECEIPTS FROM DECRMBER 19, 1928 TO I'F RUARY 24, 1930,

i 6/14/29

. 2/21/30
“2/21/30

2/21/30

HECEIPTS.
received from U,S. Veterans Bureau check
Repayment of loean by W. D. Stapleton
Interest on W. D, StépletaﬁrLoan
TOTAL RECEIDYS

Toetal Digbursements as shown by IHxhibit wpw

L

2357 0,25
3000, 00

6456425

320,00

$OLD6 .00



SXHIBIT "B

DTSEURSININTS,

' DATE VOUCHER NC. PAVEE PURPOSE AMOUNT.
- 6/27/29 1 Henry Sledge Partial dis- $£100.00
: tribution ‘
226/27/29 | 2 H. C. Stone,

Legal services 100,00
LTTy.

A

i 8/29/29 i, D. Stapleton  Loan 3,000, 00

Total Disbursements | $3200,00

H
i
!
i
i
I
i
i
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| HENRY SLEDGE, ET AL

. NORBORNE STONE, Admlnlstrator,
CET AL,

‘on file in this estate and those in copnection with this suit, in~ |
;suiﬁ pending herein, _ &

iin connection with the defense of such suit, ﬁ&eh services of an
éatterney being, in my epinion, not only prepar but absalutely neg-
' zessary in order that the Administrator be properly pretected upon

" his rinal settlement,

- Litem for representing the wards interested in this estate in con-

_ ' IN THE CIRCUIT G@GRT-EQUITY SIDE
Complainants, i

' STATE OF ATABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY.

B st Pt Sl Wt o b i b Wyt

Respondents.

TESTIMONT TAKEN ORALLY IN OPE COURT ON HEARING OF PRTTTION
OR FINAT SETTLENENT AND DISCHARGE OF ADMTNISTRATOR.

W. C. Beebe, witness for Petitioner, being duly sSwWorn,

&

- testifies as”rollows:

DIRECT EXAMINATTION BY R. C, HEARD,

"y name is W, é. Béebe. I am a rracticing Attorney at

_;Law at Bay Minette, élaba@a, waere I have been engaged in the prae-i
;{tice of law continuously for more thaﬁ fifteen years, I =m not remg
i:lated by blood or marriage to any of ‘the wards or partles interesteé
. in this estate; Norborne Stone, Administrator, R. C. Heard, M. ¥, J

 Dozier or John D. Gray, I have examined the file and all papers

fﬁcluéing the Petition for Final Discherge and Settlement, and I am
?ifully_and intimately acquainted with all of the pro cedure and work

involved and know the responeibility incident te a defense of the

§

Basing my answer upon my experienece and knowledge of thig?l

ﬂpartieular estate and the sult in connection therewith, I state

is a reasonable Attorneys fee for services rendered

A falr, reasonsble and just fee to be pald a Guardian Ad

nectlon with this Tinal settlement is, in my opinior, based on my

experience and knowledge of this matter, the sum of 2‘

CROSE EXAMINATION BY JOEN T, GRAY, SOLIGIT@R FOR
HENRY SiEDGE ET AL,




{Page Two)

I base my answer with respect to feés upon the time
Eneeassariiy involved and the responsibility faﬁ;ing upon an Attor-

‘ney in oonnection with the defense of suech suit.

é I not only think that the Admlnlstrator should haveiuh
.pleyed a Counsel for the handllng of the ﬂefense in this suit, bud
feel that if he had not done so, he would not have been properly
gprateetaa in his final settlsmenti,

i The Tigures above named are based upon the customary ang
:prevaiiing rate of charges for similer services in this section

and with Waich I am fully acquainted)

Sworn to and scribed before
.me, this /2 "day of April,
1930, T

' ”egfftér;.ﬁircuit'Coaft;
Baldwin County, Alabeama.




(Box 591-2)

485023 MARSHALL & BRUGE GO., NASHVILLE

* s'

Docket ... '.._‘Paqe.‘.-___.._..._,LFee Book ... ... Page ...

FEES OF PROBATE JUDGE Amount Date FEES OF PROBATE JUDGE Amount
l WILi~—Order on Presentation, $1.00 BROUGHT . FORWARD,
Affidavit in Petition for Prokate, 25e Affidavit te Report, 25e¢
Racording Petition, per 100 words, 16¢ Eecording, per 100 words, iBe
Issuing Citation, ent'g Sherifi’s Returns, Blc Appointing Com’r to Divide, and Writ, £2.00
App'ting and Notifylng (uard. ad Litem, 50e Approving Divizion and Order therecn, $1.00,
Isguing Subpoenas for Witness, bCe App'ting and Notifying Guard. sd Litem, 50c |
Affidavit of Wilnessey, 25s .
Txamining Wit. and order Probating, $2.G0 PARTIAL SETTLEMENT—AMdavit in Aco't, 250
Issuing Commission to take Deposition, 50c Affidavit to List of Heirs, 25¢ .
ling” Interrogatories, 10c Examining, Stating Ace't and Ap. Hear., §1.00
Copy of same, per 100 words, 15c Order to Publish Notlee of Sale, 50c
I Recording Will, per 100 Words i8¢ App'ting and Netifying Guard, ad Litem, 50c
Recording ‘Testimony, par "100 words, 15¢ Examining Vouchers, 10c -
Cortificate, without seal, 20c Administering Afidaviis, 2Zbc
Certifionte with eeal, 50c¢ . Malring Decree and Order to Record, $1.50
Presiding at Tria! ('nt'd Will, per day, $2.50 Recording same, per 100 words, 15c
Piling Claims and giving Receipt, 15¢
LerrErs—--Afidavit In Petition, 260 .?w -
Recording Petition, per 100 words, 15c o INsOLVENCY—-Afidavit i Report, 25¢
Rec’ding Rel. right to Adm'zer, 100 words, 15¢ - Affidavit to Statements, 25¢
i Granting Letters of Administration, 50c o Recording Rep't and Statem’t, 100 werds, 16¢
Issuing and Recording same, 50c¢ _;:”;:} Order Appointing Day for Hearing, 25¢
Granting Let. of Gu'd’nship, each minor, T5¢ ! Order to Publish Notles of same, 25e¢
Issuing, Filing and Recordlng same, G0e é OQrder for Citations, 2b5e¢
Taking, App.. Piling, Rec. Adm. Boads, $1.00 Fide Is’g Notica to Creditor Day of Hearlng, 50c
Takmg, App,, Tiling, Guard. Bond, $1.00 Order Sustaining Report, 25¢
"y ;pstlﬁc _"L*!'gig::ﬁ w‘:;(ﬁf’-'zﬂ"‘"g - t" B Order for Seitlement, 25c¢
fh Gg : seme{l;;;‘r 50c £ &.«y Order to Publish Day of Settlement, 25¢
issuing c - “f)pra”féﬁ’ment 2be Isguing Notice of Day of Settlement, 2Bc
ﬁy ,«fﬁiﬁ*’ﬁﬂiﬁfamﬂ 1y DOL ] 00{, rﬁsﬁg DO o f £33 Afidavit to Amount ef Claims', 250
Order Remoﬁ:g ExeCutor, m, Guard, $2.00 Appiting snd Netifying Gusrd. ad Litem, §0c
Order Appointing General Guardian, $1.00 _ )
Iskulng and Recording same, 50¢ SALE oF REAL ESTATE—--Amdaﬁt in Petillen, 250
4 Order Appointing Ceneral Administ’r, $1.00 Recording Petition, per 100 words, 15¢
Issuing and Recording same, 50¢ Order App't'g Day of HMear. and Notice, $1.00
t Order Appointing Adm’r ad Tditem, $1.00 Order to Publisk MNotice of same, Bdc
r ..-5 . Ispuing zind Recordmg z‘%;t'ﬂe J5 .:f?;a» S 1 Issuiﬁg Citations, Hnt'g Sheriff’s Return, 50¢
? i ot sl sz i e ’-:‘ o :;”‘*9”'" ﬁwﬁm;ﬂf App'ting and Notifying Guard. ad Litem, 50¢
{ T ;&gﬁﬁjﬂéﬂﬁefb& fﬁmﬂ 1?660 v'rards iGe ' / Issulng Commission to taks Deposition, 50¢
i- Revord, Order for APp., per 100 wofds, ibc ) Filing Interrogatories, 10c
Recording Order for Com., per 100 Woh?;-mgm ; ? e * Cepy of. Interrogatories, per 100 words, 15¢

APPRATHEMENT—Crder Approving,

Notice te Commissioners, 50c¢

Recording Report of Com., per 100 words, 15c *
Reeord, Orvder Setting Apart, 100 words, 1bc

INVENTORY—Order to Approve and Record, Bdc

Affidevit to same; 25c¢
Recording same, per 100 words, 15o

SUPPLEMENT INVENTORY-—Order Apm, Ree., 50¢

Afidavit to same, 25¢

Recording same, per 100 words, 1bc¢
Recording Decree, per 1006 words, ibc
Rec,, S0c
Aftidayit to same, 250

Recording same, per 100 words, 15c

STPPLEMENT APPRAISEMENT—CGrant, Orger, 50¢

Issuing Order of Appralgement, 25c¢
Becordlag Warrant, per 100 words, 1Bc
QOrder to Approve Appralsement, S0c
Affidavit to same, 25¢

liecording samse, per 100 words, 16c

Recording Decree, per 100 words, 15c

$aLE OF PERISHABLE PROPERTY—Pstition, 25c

Becording same, per 100 words, 15c
Granting Order of Sale, 50c¢

Issuing Order of Sale, 2B8c

Appiting and Notifyipg Guard., ad Litem, 50¢

'Recording, per 106 words, 15¢

| SALE oF PERSONAL PROFERTY--Petition, 25¢

Recording same, per 100 words, 15¢
Granting Order of Sale, BOc

'I_ssuiug Order of Bale. 25c¢
- Order to Publish Notice of Sale, 50¢

Preoceed to Perpetuate Testimeny,

App’t'g Com. to Divide snd Yssne Writ, $2.00
Affidavit to Report of same, 25¢

Order Approving Divislon and Report, $1.00
Recording same, per 1b0 words, 15¢

" Hearing Applic’n for Dower, Iss’s Writ, $4.00

Exam'g Testim'y and Grant Ord'r fo Seil, $2.00
Recording Depogitions, per 100 words, 15¢
Recerd Reling'm’t of Dower, 160 words, 1bc
Recording Report, per 100 werds, 15c¢

Rec. Paym'y Purchase BMeney, 100 words, 15e .

Making Order on Report of Sale of Land, Tie
Hear, Ap'n to Compel Uonveyance, ete., $2.00

| FIvazn BSETTLAMENT—AMdavit in Account, 25C

Affidavit to Statement of Heirs, 25c
Exam'g, Stating and Reporting Ase't, §1.00
Order te Publish Notice of same, 50c
Appiting and Netifylng Guard., ad Ldtem, Hoc
Examining Vouchsrz, 10¢

Adwministering Affidavits, 25¢

Recording same, per 100 words, 1Sec

Decree in Final Settlement, 50c

BPECIAL PROCEEDINGS—DProceedings for Declara-

tioa of Unseund Mind and App. Guard. ad
Liter, $5.00
Recording Decree Relieving Minors, ete,, $1.00
per 100
words, 20e
Other 8ervices Relating Thereto, T5¢
Pecord. Pro’dings Bind’g Out Appren., $1.00

CARRIED WORWARD,

Toral, PROBATE_JUDGE's HERS




IN ACCOUNT WiTH

G. W. Humphries

JUDGE OF PROBATE, BALDWIN COUNTY

muTigese Rotuzo Bill With Remittance. .. .

Deed
oo pgap-BoEC Mort, from )
A
N ECA _ )
_ | | 7
|
|
L

SR e e e e e elayilege TaE  Rec.Fee . Total
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INYENTORY——Qrder tc; Approve and Record, 50c

STPFLEMENT [NVENTORY~—Order Anp., Ree., B0e

APPRATSEMENT—Order Approving, Ree., 50¢

STPPLEMENT -APPRATSNMENT-—Grant; - Order, 500 -

SALE OF PERISHABLY PROPERTY—Petitlon, 2b5c¢

SALE oF PERSONAL PROPERTY—Petition, 25c

Notice to Commissioners, BOc
Recording Report of Com., per 100 words, 16ce ?
Record. Qrder Sstiing Apart, 100 werds, 15¢

Afidavit to same, 25¢
Recerding same, per 100 words, 10c

Afiidavit to same, 2b¢
Recording same, per 100 words, 15¢
Recording Decree, per 100 words, 15c

Affidavit to same, 25¢

Recording same, per 100 words, 1Bc

Isguing Order of Appraisement, Zbc
Reeording Warrant, per 100 worde, 15¢
Qrder to Approve Appraisement, 50c
Affidavit to same, 25¢

Recording same, per 100 words, 15e

Recording Decree, per 100 words, 15¢

Recording sams, per 100 words, ibe
Granting Order of Sale, 50c¢

Issuing Order of Sale, 2Bc

App'ting and Notifying Guard, ad Litem, S0c
Recording, per 100 words, 15¢

Recording same, per 104 werds, 15¢
Granting Order of Sale, 50c
Issuing Order of Sale, 25e
Order to Publish Notice of Sale, 50e

App’t’s Com. to Divide aad Issue 'Writ, §2.00
Amidavit to Report of same, 25¢
QOrder Approving Division and Report, $1.00
- Recording samse, per 100 words, 15¢
Hearing Applie'n for Dower, Isa’gs Writ, $4.00
Exam'g Testim’y and Grant Ord'r ic Séll, $2.00
Recording Depositions, per 100 words, ibc
Reécord. Reling'm’t of Dower, 100 words, 15¢
Recording Report, per 100 words, 15c
Rec. Paym't Purchase Money; 100 words, lic
Making Order on Report of Hale of Land, T5¢c
Hear, Ar'n fo Compel Conveyance, ete., $2.00

Tmyal SETTLEMENT—AMdavit in Account, 25¢
Afidavit to Statement of Heirs, 26e
Exam'g, Stating and Reporting Acec’t, $1.00
Order to Publish Notice of same, H0c
CAppting ané Notifying Guard, ad Litem, Glo
Examining Vouchers, 10¢
Administering Afidavits, 25¢
Recording same, per 100 wordé, i5¢
Decrea in Final Settlement, S0c

SEECIAL PROCEEDINGS-—Proceedings for Declara-
tion of Unsound Mind and Agp. Guard, ad
Litem, $5.00 )

Recording Decree Relleving Miners, ete., $1.00

Proceed to Perpetuate Testimony, psr 100
words, 20c

Oiher Services Relating Thkerete, T5e

Record. Pro’dings Bind'g Out Appren., 31.00

PROBATE FEE BILI, (Box 6%1-2) 46502 MARSHALL & BRUCK CO., NaS#viLLE  Rlevised
& Ptln, ot
Adminisirafor, Executor or Guardian. Res:dence ____________________________________________________________
...................................................................................... Docket...._..__ Page. ... FeeBook.. . Page. ... ..
DATE FEES OF PROBATE JUDGE Amaount Bate FEES OF PROBATE JUDGE Amount
] SWinr—Order on Prssentation, $1.00 . Brovamt FORWARD,
Affidavit in Petiflon for Probate, 2Hc Afidavit to Repori, 25¢
Recording Petition, pei- 100 words, 15e Recording, per 100 words, 15c
Issuing Citation, ent’'s Sheriff’s Returns, G0e Appoiating Com’r to Divide, and Writ, $2.00
App’ting and Notifying CGuard. ad Litem, 50c Approving Division and Order thereon, $1.00
Igruing Subpoenas fer Witness, 50c App'ting and Netifying Guard, sd Litem, 50s
Afidavit of Witnesses, 25c ; .
Hxpmining Wit. and order Probating, $2.00 PARTIAT, SETTLEMBNT—AMdavit In Acc't, 25¢
Isguipg Cominigsion to take Deposition, B0c Affidavit to Idst of Heirs, 25c ’
Piling Interregatories, 10c Mxamining, Stating Ace’t and Ap. Hear., $1.00
Copy of same, per 100 words, 1Be Order to Publish Notice of Bale, Blc
Recording 'Will, per 100 words, 15e¢ ) App’ting and Notifying Guard. ad Litem, 50e
‘ " Recording Testimony, per 100 words, 15c Examiring Vouchers, 10e
Certificate, “without seal, 2Zbc Adminlstering Aflidavits, 25¢
Certificate with seal, 50c Making Decres and Order to Record, $1.50
Presiding at Trial ¢'nt’d Will, per day, $2.50 Recording same, per 1060 words, 15¢
Filing Clalms and giviag Receipt, 15¢
LevrErs—Afdavit in Petition, 25e _ !
" HRecording Petition, per 100 words, 1%¢ _%f“ INS0LVANCY—AMdayit in Report, 28c
Rec’ding Rel. right to Adm’ner, 100 wards, 15c Affidavit to Statements, 25c
Qranting Letters of Administration, 50¢ p’g& Recording Rep't and Statem’t, 100 words, 1he
Issuing and Recording same, S0¢ ﬁw & Order Appolnting Day for Hearing, 2b¢
Granting Let. of Gud’nship, each minor, THc Order io Publish Notice of mame, 256
Issuing, Fifing and Recording same, 50c¢ Order for Citations, 25e
Taking, App., Filing, Rec. Adm. Bonds, $1.00 A & Iss’g Notice to Creditor Day of Hearing, 50¢
Teking, App., Filing, Guard. Bend, $1.00 Order Sustaining Report, 25¢
gt | (s @%ﬂ‘i 7 i;:tiy ot 559, 4’&: | Order for Settlement, 25¢
/%u & >‘r T, semem; Soe s {&;) Order to Publish Day of Settlement, 285¢
I #1 Issumg 61' %Prﬁ’fgéﬁeﬂt 25¢ ' Issuing Notice of Day of Seitlement, 25¢
Vﬁecordlﬁ same, @‘nr.jlgr A %{}Erﬁiﬁgﬁ,wﬂﬁ ‘ j Pl Affidavit to Amount of Clalme, Z&c
Order Remo g Hxecutor,fAdm. CGuard., $2.00 . App'ting and Notifying Guard, ad Litem, 50¢
Order Appointing Genmeral Guardian, $1.00
Igsuing and Recording same, 50c SaLE OF Rumal HgTari—Afidavit in Petition, 25¢
Order Appointing General Administ'r, $1.00 Tseording Petition, per 100 words, 1i5e
Issuing and Recording same, 50c Order App’t’g Day of Hear, and Notlce, $1.00
f . Order Appointing Adm’r ad Litem, $1.00 Grder to Publisk Notlee of same, 50c¢
‘ e igsuing and Regording sgme 50 . o Issuing Citations, Ent’g Sherifi’s Return, Edc
éﬁﬂ’hﬁeﬁ?&ﬁwﬂm ?Wg "M‘:;‘&J@jﬁgﬁﬂﬁw W App'iing and Notifying Guard, ad Litem, 50e
3 s e 134 Com., 1“63"";; s, 16e ) Issuing Commission to take Depositlon, 50¢
Reeord. Order for Aph., per 100 wofds, 16¢ Filing Interrogatories, 10¢
Recording Order for Com., per 100 words: i, Copy of Interrogatories, per 100 words, 1bc

CARRIRD FORWARD,

JTorar PROBATE JUnGE'S FERES
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Date . FEES OF SHERIFF Amount Date FEES OF WITNESSES ‘ Amount
Serving and. Retnurning .. Citations, @ $1 50 y
Summoening. Witness, . . @ 65 m
i
Collecting Execution for Cost, . .. .1 50 m,,
Serving Application to Perpefuate m
Testimony, = . 100 “
Impaneling Jury, P B ] m i
_
Serving . Notiees, . . . . .. . @ 15¢ m
Summoning Jury Dower, per day,. 5 00 S N | M S N [ SN
Serving TWrits, @ 50 H have Received the Amount Opposite my Nameo. |
i Sheriff’s .n.uEﬂ.uﬁmmm:..mP i i H
FEES 0 PRINTER !
i
El
§
i
i
FEES OF GQUARDIAN AD LITEM m
i
i
FEES O0F COMMISSIONERS
i
!
H J
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Date FEES OF SHERIFF Amount Date FEES OF WITNESSES . Amount
Serving and Returning Citations, @ $1 50
! gummoning Witness,. .. .. @ 65
Collecting Kxecuiion for Cost, ) . .1.50
Serving Application to Perpetuate
‘Testimony, ) ) 100
i
¥ Impaneling Jury, . . . 15 u
m
Sexving Notices, @ 150 ;
{ i
Summening Jury Dower, per day, 5 00 ! T I - R R—
i
w I have Recolved the Amount Opposite my Name.
Berving Writs, @ 50 ;
Sherifi’s Commission, o . L . . . R
FEES OF PRINTHR
L e
FEES OF GUARDIAN AD LITEM
!
) . H
f FEES OF COMMISSIONERS , , | !
n §
_ {
W
i
i
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i
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HENRY SLEDGE, WESLEY SLEDGE,
JOSHUA SLEDGE, ARTHUR LEE
SLEDGE, LUBERTA WILLIAMS

: AND
OSCA CLOPTON JR., MARIE
- CLOPTON, ADA CLOPTON, THERESA
CLOPTOHN, CHARLOTTE CLOPTOR
AND LUVENIA CLOPTON, MINORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

R EE R EEEEE NN

BY THEIR FAFHER AND NEXT OF . OF
FRIEND, OSCA CLOPTON SR. |

| PETITIONERS. BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.
V8. . _ .
HORBORNE STONE A8 ADEI@ISTRETOR% I BQUITY.

OF THE ESTATE OF WILLIAM SLEDGEF
DECEABED, ADOLPH SLEDGE, AND %
ALINE ARMISTEAD. #

RESPONDENTS. &

2+

TO THE HONOBABLE.FHAHCIS W. HARE, JUDGE OF SAID COURT
SITTING IN EQUITY.
Come the petiticners in the asbove styls cause and
present to your Honor this petition to remove the administration

of the Estate of Williem Sledge, which is now pending in the

Probate Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, to his Honor's Court.
As grouhds therefor and as a basis for_relief hereafter gfayad,
the petitioners show unito your Henor the followiﬁg facta:

l. The petitioners, Henry Sledge, Wesley Sledge,
Joshus Sledge, Arthur Lee Sledge, Luberta Williams are all
resident eitizens of Baldwin County, Alabsma and sre over the
age of twenfy-one years. That Osca Cloptén Jr., ﬁarie.010pten,
Ade Clopton, Theresa Clopton, Charlotte Cleopbon amd Iuvenia Clop=
ton are minors, under the age of twenty~one years snd reside with
their‘fathsr Csca Clopton Sr.,.in Baldwin Geuﬁty;"Alabamao
That said minors have no legal guardian. '

2« That the respondent Norborne Stone, the administrator
of the Estate of William Sledge, deceased, 1s a resident citizen
of Baldwin County, Alabama and over ﬁhe_age ef twenty~one yearse.

e« That the respondent, Aline Armisteszd is s Pésidant cit-
izen of Bald#in County,rAlabama and over the age of eighteen yearsa
and maried. | _

That the res?onﬁent Adolpn Sledge 1s a resident of

St. Louis, Missouffi, and over the age of twenty-one years.



3e Petiticnersdllsge that Willieam Sledge departed
this life on, bo~-wii, the 25%h day of Ockober, 1918, and aver
that.the.responﬂent,.ﬁerhoﬁns Stone, was duly and lawfully
inistrator of the Estats of the said William

appolinted Adm
Sleégﬁ,.éeeease&,"by.ths_Erébate_Gonrt.éfeBaléminpGoan#y,
Alsbeme on the 19%¢h day ef Beéemhaﬁ,“lgléQ' The petitioners
. further aver that the sdministration of. the aforesald estate
is BOW'peﬁﬁiﬁg in the Probate fourt of Baldwin. Gaunty, Alabamae
- 4. The pebitioners allege. that the resgan&ent,
Norborne Stone as Administrator of the Estate of William Sledge,

deceased, haes in his possession or under his control certsin

manies, the estate of sald dgeedent, Leze—e Zﬁk?f““4“ ﬁt*jtézU‘
e§s |

The ;gtition

law, next of kim, smd distributees. of the aforessaid decedent, to-

éi;-that“thﬁ“cnly heirs at

- gether with %heir”relatienship‘ane.as.f@llcws;
| Henvry Sledge, father; Wesley Sledge, brobher; Joshua
Sledge, brother; Arthur Lae,31edge,“bra£her;,Lub@rta:Williams,
slster; Aline Armistead,  sister; Adolph Sledge, brother; Osear
- @lopton, Jr., Marie ﬂlepton,.ﬁda.ﬁloptdn, Theresa Clopton and
Imvenla Clopton, all are nephews and.ni@eés of sald decedent, be-
ing the ehiléren_of.Virgimia”GIOptan,‘deeeased, a sisber of the
said Deceased William Sledges
6+ The petitionsrs furbther sllege that they are heirs
at law of William Sledge, ﬂeeaései, that the.administrati@n of the
Estate of William Sledge is now pandimg.in.the.?rebate Court of
| Baldwin County, Alabama,.that“the”Estaﬁe.has not besn finally
settled, and that it is the opinion of the petitiomers that such
esta?e can be better 2dministered in His Honor's Court, than in
////the Prébate Courte |
VWHEREFORE, THE,PREMISES SOHSIDEF]I The pstitioners
pray the f@llowing.
l. That your EOnar will fake Jurisdiction of this-
cause under and by virtue of Se@ti@a_ﬁé?B of the 1923 (ode of
Alabama,‘aad.th&t.apprépriaha process issue out of his Honor?ts

anrt,fdireete&”to.Eﬁnherneustoné.as ﬁdminiatﬁaﬁag_@f"thgrﬁsﬁate



of William Sledgse, Eecﬁasa&,.adgiph.ﬁledga and Aline Armstead,
requiring them to plead, smswer or demmr to the within petition
within. thirty days, ﬁhe_timemailnwaﬁwanﬁ,pnqviﬁedey law, to

then and there answer and singular the premlaes, and to stand
anﬁ.abiﬁe by such orders and decrees. therein made as his Homor's
Court shall deem mseb.

2e That your Honor shall appoint a compebent attornsy

at. law as guardian ad litem to represent the inbterests of the above

named. miners, inﬁarestedhin.th&.settlemﬁnt.of the Estate.
Se fhe_petitiome?s_fmrth@r pray that your Homor order,

{under and by virtue of Section 5919 of the 1923 Code of Alsbams)

mindsbtrator of the gsatate of
. . 4
William Sledge, deceased, ¢ file all his accounis, vouchers,

the_aforasaid‘ﬂbrborne“stane.as‘Ad

ether and all papers periiment to ths financlal econdition of the
.estate of the séidwda@aéents That bthe amount of monles of which
tﬁe aforssald estate consists be determined. Further, that afber
deducting the expenses. of administration that your Homor order, adﬁl
judg e and deeree the amount. of money which. each. of the above named
heirs are entitled to regeive asccording to law, and that it be
farther ordered, adjudged and decreed that the sums so debermined
be paid to such heirs by Norborne Sitecne, as Administrator of the
Estate of William Sledge, decsased.

4s The petitioners further prasy that your Honor will
canse sugn‘referanseLts_he.haé”hy the Beglster of the Court as
may be neecessary to éseartain“all méterial.ﬁaats nacessary for
entering the relief prayed.

5« The patitioners Earther. pray for such a@h&r, farther |
and different relisf as the. nature of the eause may 3u3tify or
your Honer shall deem meetb. anﬁ pPropere

Bo Tha‘petitianﬁrs offer to do equity as follows:==
The pebitioners submib thﬁﬁaelves,hehthaﬂjarisdicti@n-ef the Courd
end offer te de whatever the Court may consider necessary to be
done on thelr part toward makingughg,deeree whicﬁ‘thﬁy.saek, Just
ﬁﬁé.é@uixabié‘ﬁithfregaré.ﬁa the othen parties to the sait.




FOOT NOTE: | |

- The respondents are required to answer all the
allegations of the foregeing petition, but not er_ aa_th,
cath to sald answers beling hereby. expreasly walved.

Before ma,gj%a undersigned

autherity, personally eppeared Henry Sledge, Weadey—

dga , Artimr Lee .Slaage,gnd.z;uberta Willisams, who
have, in my presence, had the above petition read to them and
who, after b.eiﬁg first duly sworn by me, affii@m that the al}.e;»
gations comtained therein are true and eorrees, to their per-

sonal knowledge.

Bworn to and. snbscri.beé; bdbre

‘me +his,1é_ day' of @: , 1929.
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'STATE OF ATABANA, )
COUNTY OF BALDWIN. )

By virtue of a decree rendsered @n-the 2lst
day of February, 1930, in a cause pending in the Circuit Court
of Baldwin County, Alabama, in which Henry Sledge, et al, are
Petitioners and Norborne Stone as Administrator of the Estéte
of William Sledge, Deceased, et al, are Respcndents,'and

Whereas, the said-Administrator!has filed with
the Reglster of aforssaid Court his asccounts and vouchers and -
all written evidence in his possession on which he relies to
sustain the credit side of such account,

I hereby appeint the 17th day of March, 1930,
at the hour of ten o'elocsk, Ae M., as the ﬁime procesedings will
be had before the Register of aforesaid Court, at his office in

Bay Minsbtte, on the final settlement of the Hstate of sald-Decedente

Ol 4T e o

T HEGIST

E

#To be'published in a newspaper, Wglch paper is publikhed in

Baldwin Coun > weekss

b "‘n.

Alabams, once a wee;%?bmﬁyhree consecuti

)



IN THE NATTER OF THE ESTATE ~ IN THE GIRCUIT CCOURT OF

oF s BALDWIN COTUNTY,

WILLIAM SLEDGE, DECEASED. ATABAMA.

)

TO NORBORNE STONE, ADMINISTRATOR OF THE
ESTATE OF WILLIAM SLEDGE.....3REETINGS:

Under and by virbue of a dscrée randered.on ths
2lst day of February, 1830 in a cause pending in the Cireuit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, in equity, in which Henry
Sledge,'et al., are Petitioners and Norborne Stone as Adminis-

trator of the Estate of William Sledge, Deceased, et al., are

Respondents, you are hereby ordered to make out and file with

the Regiéter of said Court on or befores the 26th day of Feb=

ruary, 1930, an account, verified by your ocath, betwesn your-

self and the aforesaid Estate, charging yourself with all

the assets of the Deceased which have come inbto your posgess-

ion, and ecrediting yourself Witﬁ all the eredits you are by

law.entitleé to, and |
To'do all_other and additional ackts as re-

quired by law.

Witness my hand this ézg'day of 5££$&z£§}ﬁ1950'

I/ 4 '
7= RACTSTER




HENRY SLEDGE, ET AL.,

Petitioners,  ( IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
VS o OF
| BATDWIN COUNTY, ATABAMA.
NORBORNE STONE AS ATM INISTRATOR
OF THE ESTATE OF WILLIAM SLEDGE, (
DECEASED, ET AR.,

Respondents. ) IN EQUITY.

T0 THE HONORABLE G. W. HUMPHRIES, JUDGE OF PROBATE

In pursuance to a decree render.efi in the above styled matter
ordering the removal of bthe dadministration of the Estate of Willism
Sledgs, 'Deceaée@., you are hereby sémmanded to transmit and deliver
to the Register of this Court all document,.and pepers in your
possession pertaining to the Esbate of Willism Sledge, Deceazed.

Witness my hand this the 2§ day of M s 19304
: l </

DI T e

RAEGISTER

s . e



HENRY SLEDGE, WESLEY SLEDGE,
JOSHUA SLEDGE, ARTHUR LEE

SLEDGE, LUBERTA WILLIAMS, ( . -
‘O8CAR CLOPTCN, JR., MARIE IN TH® CIRCUIYT COURY
CLOPTON, ADL CLOPTON, THERESA
CLOPTON, CHARLOTTE CLOPTON, ) -
and LUVENIA CLOPTON, . _ _ OF

"Petitioners,  ( , |

o BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.

Ve

NORBORNE STONE AS ADMINISTRATOR

OF THE ESTATE OF WILLIAM SLEDGE, (.

DECEASED, ADOLPH SEEDGE and

ALINE ARMISTEAD, = | IX EQUITY.

Reapondents.

It appéaring from the allegations of the Petitioners?
complaint, verified_by,théir oath, that they are heirs of Williaml
Bledge, Bécgased, that the administrabtien of the Estate of sald
; decgﬁent 1s now pending igathe:Probate éourt of  Baldwin County,
Alabama, that the administratlon of the said Estate has notb been
finally settled and that it is the belief of the Petitioners that
the Estate of said'%illiam Sledge, Deceased, can be bebter admin-
istered in the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabema, in Equity,
than in the Probate Court of- sald County snd State, and, =

It further asppearing that a decree pro confessc was
duly and regular1y rendere§\agaiﬁSt the Réspondents, Adolph Sledge
and Aline Armistead, and, | _{

Upon the allegetions of;%he pill of complaint, con~
fessed as aforesaid agalnst the Respondents, Adolph Sledge and
Aline Armistead, upén tﬁe answer of the Respondent, Norborne Sfene
o8 Administrator of the Estate of Williem Sledge and upon the beg-
timony of Henry Sledge, Oscar Clopton and Norborne étone, the
-eaufe ls submitited for decrse. :

UPON CONSIBERA@IQE THEREOF, the Court is of the
cpinion the Petibioners are emntitled to the relief prayed.

Now ﬁherefere, it is ordered, adjudgéd and decreed
that the admiﬁistratien of the Estate of William Sledge, now
pending in the Proebate Court of Baldwin County, Alabama be, and

~ hereby 1s, removed from the sald Probate Court to the Egulity side



end served on Norborne Stone as Administrator of the Estate
of'Williém.Sledge, deceased, requiring him to meke oulb, and
file with the Hegisker, an éecount, verified by his oath, be-
tween himself snd the Estate of the said deee@ent,'charging
himself with all the assets of the decedent which have come
into his posseszion and crediting himself with all the eredits
he is by law entitled to.

With such accdunt he must alseo file the vouchers
and written evidence in his possession on which he relies to
sustain the eredit side of such sccounte

It is further ordered that the Register appoint
a competent attorney at laﬁ« o represent the interest of all
minor persons Inbterested in the settlement of the aforssaid
Estate. |

‘It is further ordered that upon the filing of
such account, vouchers, evidence and statement, the Reglster
- mast appoeint a day for final settlemént, and must give notice
of the same by publiecation in some newspaper published in the
aforesaid County and State, for three eonsecubive weeks. The
Reglster muat further give notice to every -adult distributes,
resident of this State, of the day for meking the setilement.

Now, therefere; it 1s ordered that thssﬁegister
as Master on the day of final settlement asgertain the persons
entitled to share in the distribution of the Estate and the
amount each is to receive, and make report thersof to this
Court for final decres.

Done at Chambers at Monroeville, Alabama, this,

the ZZ{ day of Febﬁﬁary, 19306.

2y



HY SLEDGE
ROCITIATY
A SLEDG

2 -
QTR TTUORTRTA W

o) 3
i

DGT IO R w3 LN
% vl SHy

OSCAR CLOCPTON,
CLOPTON, AD

CLOPTON, CFal
AND LUVENISL CLOPTON, P

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

BATDWI! INTY, ALADAMA.

VS e

NOREOREE
OF THE F

RS i

IN BEUITY.
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e

muge 1t appears o the Resgister that the

order of publicabtlon heretofore made in this causk, requiring”

@
4

o
4

’:71b1L~‘ s L8830, was published for four consecutive weeks
commencing on the J2-
t

3 e That a1 £ i 1 - 3 1
dlabema. That a copy of sald ordser was poshed at the Courd House

s 1930, znd that a copy was deposited in ihe post office,
-7 o 7, 5 :
on the _ Js  day of mﬁﬁg%ﬁﬂﬁzzm: 1830, directed to said Adolph

T - Lo e & g - -4 2 3
pledge at his place of residence, and it further apmearing Lo the

Reglster that s2id Adolph Sledge has Lo the date hereofl, falled &

e 1 TRY T VYT -} Pl - e

plead, answer or demur Lo the in thiz cause, it
1« {“E‘! nEE o T T e o FArydm S e - =T " -~ ot g - =]
is vnerefore on motion of the erdered, adjudged and

decreed by the Register that the Bill of Complainik e and ik

A, - R E] . H - o ‘ - . 2 .
hereby is, in all things falken as confessad sgainat the sa

i} 3 id
Adolph Sledgs.
Further, in this casuse it being made to apnear %o

fuba

ie(j.

- L

ne

i

ot gy FI . -, E< R S . W - I \ n k H b
ster that Process of Zubpoens was servaed on the Hespondent,

dwin Scunty, Alabama, on

ring hey to aapear and

o - omplaint in this cause,

s ] 2 oy e T £ : oyl e | | -
within thirty days frowm service of sald Zubpoena, and the sazid



Summons-—()ngmal

Th_e State of Alabama,ﬁ

i Cigcuit C.;odrg"of Baldwin County, In Equity, |
Baldwm County. | : L ; e

" Moore Printing Co.  ::5:  Bay Mindte, Ala.

To any Shenff of them_tate of Alabama——GREETING

L R I O L I I I I T O R S TN T ST SRR,

and further to do and perform what said Jndge shall order and direct in that behalf. And this the
said Defendant shall in no wise omit, under penaliy, ete. And we further command that you return

this writ with your endorsement thereon to our said Courtimmediately upon tgg execution thereor
WITNESS T. W. Richerson, Register of said Cireuit Court, this b

e £ /\
A Wﬂ&%ff’f—:}fm Register

e mwmmmm naae 192
N.‘B.*Any party defendant is entitled to & copy of th_e bill upon application to the Register.
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i = . o . THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
| sERVE ON— --------- ki s usisuins: SN BALDWIN COUNTY

Clrcuit Court of Baldwm County b

o0 0 InEquity. L 1 ' .
! L B | q‘ ‘ e L ; : VRecewed .111 c?f‘f-lc(.a thls '%}’g*‘g ——- ---h.._&_._“_

[ day of.- " _:'_-.‘_-_..__-..- 192 - ..

| SUMMONS' N - _ Sherift,

Executed thls ---_f"ff"-_-h_-day of :

. ‘_.__;___---____;-_;_._;__- 192
bj 1ea.v1ng a copy of the W1th1n Summons w1th

| S U NewL L il

om0

* 7-- Ll
AT DI T TR L

- Defendant

e e a immm e ———————

Sheriff.

,_.Ti“?}’%‘?ﬁiz’?,,é ‘%’5‘ e T

- Deputy Sherlfi'

: *‘ - "} i"%dﬁﬁ%ﬁtm fb% %omphman’u"

Recorded in Vol ——— _h-____Page._-_b_‘. i

-

i .
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order of oublicatbtion herstofore made in this causk, ?eguiriﬁﬁF )

the Respondent, Adelph Sledge, to z2nswer, plead

‘1[114'31‘}.(3 i ng on

flabama. That a copy of sald order was poshed 2t the Court House

tighed in BDaldwin County,

e
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door in the aforesaid County and State, on the J & day of g

s L9380, =end that a copy was dencsited in the post off s

is therefore on motion of the complainant, erdered, adjudsed and

decreed by the Reglster tqaﬁ The 3~£1 of Complaint be and it
hereby is, in all things taken as confessed against the said

Adolph Eledgses.
Farther, in this cause 1t being made to apoear to

the Hegister thalt Procsess o




1 or derur to bhe

ndent having failed to answer, pleag
te herecf: It is now, therafere, onn motlon of the Complain-
ridsred, adjudged and decreed, that the BLll of Complaint
and hereby is, in all HLiLgs taken as confesszed agsinst
iine Armistead, Respondent, aforesald.
£ February; 1930,

gaid A
hand, this 13th day o

WITHESS my




HENRY SLEDGE, WESLEY SLEDGE,
JOSHUA SLEDGE, ARTHUR LEE

SLEDGE, LUBERTA WILLIAMS, {

‘0SCAR CLOPTON, JR., MARIE IN THE GIRCUIT COURT
CLOPTON, ATA CLOPTON, THERESA

CLOPTON, CHARLOTTE CLOPTON, } -

snd LUVENIA CLOPTON, OF

"Petitloners, (
S BATDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.
VB

NORBORNE STONE AS ADMINISTRATOR

OF THE ESTATE OF WILLIAM SLEDGE,

DECEASED, ADOLPH SLEDGE and

ATIWNE ARMISTEAD, I¥ EQUITY.

Hespondenbse

It appearing Irom the allegations of the Petitioners!?
complaint, verified by,théir oath, that they are helrs of‘Williamr
Siedge, Deceased, that the administrabtion of the Estate of saild
. decgﬁent 1s now pending in the Probate éourt of . Baldwin County,
Alabama, that the administration of the said Estate has not been
finally settled and that it is the belief of the Petitioners thab
the Estate of gaid Willlam Sledge, Deceased, can be bebter admin-
i1stered in the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, in Equity,
then in the Probate Court of- sald County and State, snd, =~

_ It further appesring that a decree pro confesso was
duly asnd regularly rendereg\agaiﬁst the Respondeﬁts, Adolph Sledge
and Aline Armisteed, and, [

Upon the allegabions of;ihe bill of complaint, con-
fessed aes afcoresald against the Respondents, Adolph Sledge and
Aline Afmistead, upon the answer of the Respondent, Norborne Stone
as Administrator of the Estate of Willism Sledge and wpon the bes-
timony of Henry Sledge, Oscar Clopton and Norborne Stona,'the
¢ause is submitted for decrsa. '

UPON CONSIDERATION THEREOF, the Court is of the
cpinion the Petitioners sre entitled to the relief prayed.

Now €herefore, it is ordered, adjudged end decresed
that the administrastion of the Estate of William Sledge, now
pending in the Probate Couré of Baldwin County, Alabama be, and

 hereby is, removed from the said Probate Court to the Equity side

o



Of_tha-ﬁircuit_ﬁoarﬁ of aforessaid County and State.

It ig furbher ordered that the Judge éf said
Probate Court transmit and deliver to the Regisbter of said
Cireult Court in Equity all documents and papers in his
posgession pertalning to sald Esbatse.

The Register of this Courﬁ is héreby directed to
forthwith issue a citation to be served on the Probate Judge
of Baldwin County, Alabama, commanding zaid Judge to btransmit
and deliver to the Register of aforssaid Cirenit Court 311
documents and papsers in his pessession.pertaining to the afore-
said YEstate, a copy of sald citaticen is to be served on the -
Administrator of said decedent.

It is further ordered, &djudged and decreed that
the meonies, property oflthe Hatate of William Sledge, deceased,
are not subject to ﬁhé payﬁent of any debts or eclaims sgainst
the BEstale, other than the costs of administration, as provided
for by law. . | | |

It is further ordered, aajudged and decreed thatb
the only helrs of William Sledge, deceased, who are enbtitled to
gshare in the distribution of said Estate, together with their
relationship to the said decedent, and the portion of the Estate
which each heir is entitled to receive, according to law, is as
follows: |

Henry Sledge, Father, One-Half (1/2)

Wesley Sledge, Brother, One-Fourtesuth (1/14)

Jostma 8leédge, Brother, One-Fourteenth (1/14)

Artbur Lee Sledge, Brother, One-Fourteenth (1/14)

Bubefta'ﬁiliiams, 3ister, One-Fourteenth (1/14)

Aline Armistead, Sister, One-Fourteenth (l/lé)

Pgdolph Sledge, Bfothér, One—Fourteénth {1/14)

Oscar Clopton, Jr., Nephew, One~Eighty-Fourth (1/84)

Merie Clopbon;, Niece, One-Eighby-Fourth (1/84)

Ada Clopton, NWiece, Qne;EightymFeurth {1/84)

Theresa Glapton; Niece, One-Eighty-Fourth (1/84)

Charlette Clopton, Niece, One-Eighty-Fourth (1/84)

Luvenia Clopton, Niece, One-Eighty-Fourth (1/84)

Now therefore, it is ordered that the cause bs

referred to the Register as Master and that citabtion be issued





