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The State of Alabama,

Baldwm County

% Ci‘rcuit C;ourt of Baldwin County, [n Equity,
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To any Sheriff of the State of A.iahama—GREETING

WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon . ___ .. .
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of Ba.ldwm Gounty, exermsmc Ghancery jurisdiction, within thlruv days after the service of Sum-

mons, and there to answer, plead or demur, w1t}:;0ut oath, to a Bill of Complaint lately exhibited by
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Ethel Smith Hiil,
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Herbert H.Hill,

...........................................

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

and further to do and perform what said Judge shall order and direct in that behalf. And this the
sald Defendant shall in no wise omit, under penaliy, ete. And we further command that you retorn
this writ with your endorsement thereon, to our said Court immediately upon the execution thereof.

WITNESS, T. W. Richerson, Register of said Cireuit Court, this__._.28¥________ day of

Oetober f5?;}2C76141;Lkﬂ\/tﬂifx*‘_ :
.-Register

e mmeme mm——en eeett e 192__?_' ‘

N. B;_—_Aﬁy party defendant is entitled to & copy of the bill upon a,pp]ication to the Register.



DECREE OF DIVORCE ) Moore Printing Co., Bay Minette, Ala.

The State of Alabama,| x.. 853  CIRCUIT COURT IN EQUITY
Baldwin County ‘ '
Ethel Smith ¥il11, “ Complainant
. s, '
T-efh @l‘"ﬂ ;:::‘F{ill s Defeﬂdant

This cause, coming on to be heard at this Term, was submitted upon the Bill of Complaint,
decree pro confesso and the testimony as noted by the Register; and upon consideration thereof, the
Court iz of opinion that the Complainant is entitled to the relief prayed for in said bill. )

IT IS, THEREFORE, Ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court, that the bonds of malri-
mony hereiofore existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby dis-

solved, and the complainant is forever divorced from the Defendant, on account of

Cruslty, on the vart of Herbert .piil toward Ithel Sinitl FI1ll,

It is further ordered, that the said

be, and — S he is hereby permitted o again contract marriage, upon the payment of the costs of
Court in this cause. ' '

. . i P ray
It is further ordered, that the said Rihel Smith 2311, —
pav the costs herein taxed, for which execution may issue, and if such execution is returned “‘no

property found,” then execution for such costs may issue against the said _

Terpert FLHi11.,

e . . V1 TN AT G T
Tt is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that the said A5uilC. 1L 7111,
Derbert H.Hill,

shall not again marry except to said
until sixty days after this date, and that if an appeal is taken within sixty days —= he shall not

- .

Hervert H.ELILL,

marry again except to said

:
: during the sald pendency of appeal
| L% is Turther ordered that th%LGomnlainant fthel Smith F3ill he =xd she
18 nereby awarded the custodyfhobert Blak T o vt A
PR = = i s 1T )
born of this marriage., subjiett to furtnefigEdefE-OEI%E%”Cduﬁﬂﬁ
; e fﬁn&ithat Ethel Smith iill be allowed to resume ths use
‘, e o 5%%@? 21s% Decemnber 19.29

2 17, Sopre

}
i . JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT CF BALDWIN COUNTY

of her meiden
day of

STATE OF ALABAMA %

EAL@WIN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUI'?Y

. i - . Register of said Cireuit Court of said
County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the above is a full, true and eorreet copy of the decree

rendered by said Court on the day of 9 .

in the cause of

Complainant

Y.

Defendant

as appears of record in said Court.

Witness my hand and the seal of said Court, this' the

day of | , 19

Register




22 gECORDED

No,B58

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,

* Baldwin County,

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.
Baldwin County, Ala.

Thel ol i o
wthed giith 14)

]

vs

Ferpers ©L.HAL11,

DECREE OF DIVORCE

Filed in office this - ~18%

day of _ Deceber.

,19_29

E. 0. M.

- Register.
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STATE OF ALABAMA - I CIRCUIT COURT
COUNTY 02 BALDWIN I ZUINY

ETHEL SMITH HILL, Complsinant,

V.

HERRERT H. HILL, Defendant.

THE DEPOSITICHS

ot Mfs. Bthel Smith Hill, Mrs., Alice M. Smith aﬁd of
Jogephine A, 3mith, witnesses exgmined on behalf of the Com-
plainant in the sbove entitied csuse which 1s pending in the
Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alab:me:

The seid witnesses sppeared before me at the time and
vlece hereinsfter mentioned snd, after having been first duly
gworn to speak the truth, the @nole truth aﬁ& nothing vat the

truth, did testity and =8ys ss folliows:

o
_—



Efhel oSmith Hill, bpeing called as & witness in her own
penall, testiTied as Xollows in answer o 1lnterryogatories:

&. What is your name,age,and residence?
A Bthel Bmith Hill, aged 35 years, Fsirhoype, Alabana.

G How long heve you lived at Feirhepe, in Baldwin county?.

Nearly three years et the present time, and previously for
over five years.

»

G When did you merry the Defendant, Herpert H. HIilL?
A On the 19th day of July, 1917.
. Were any children born of thet msrriasge?

Yes, cne boy, Hobert Blskely, now ten yesrs old.

e &

™y

~ How long d4id you live with the Defendent in Beldwin county?

&

b About mXIxXxyeEX®X five years.
€. How long did you live with the Defendant elsewhere?
A About three years.

Q. How hes the Defendant trested you whgile you heve lifed with
him es his wife?

A, Shortly sfter we were merried he commenced to ill-trest me,
gtriking me with & whip one time when my psrgnts were vis-
iting at our house. During s8ll of the years we hove
lived togetner, both up norih and in this county, ¥m and
up until the time he left me and went to Celifornia, he
was ceuel To me in sc meny ways. leny times he sftruck me
and slapped me over any livtlie thing which displeased him,
and on more than oneé occasion threstened to kill me when he
was in one of his fits of anger. He is & men of very
violent temper end I was afrsid that he would carry out his
threat® some time when he wss a&lmost out of nis mind. I
wes mede 111 more then onge by nis angry temper sund his
Sstriking me and calling me every vile nsme nhe could think of
end swesring at ume. Buring most of time since we were
merried he hes not provided me with & living snd I heve peen
obliged to work mEg out snd suprort myself snd buy any
clotnes my cehild hasd to wear. AT times I hsve peen So
gick Irom overwork and under-nourisnment, due to nis lesck
of providing, that I have been under the doctor’'s care.

When I hsve been sick, he would do nothing for me, and al~
together my 1life with him hes been most misersble.

& Heve you given the Defendant any csuse or occession for his
111 trestment of you? : )

A, I have Hot. A1l tne time I lived with him T mede him a
good wife, mgking & home for him, working in the house and
also outdoers, taking ceare of my boy, and heve acted toward
my husbsnd as s faithiul end dutiful wife. hen he weasg
gick I rmursed him, afd brought him through two serious ill-
nesses, once witi typhold fever, I elso helped to sup-
port the home by my work for other people and have done
evefything in my power to make & home.

G Do wou wish %0 have the custody of your bey, Robert Blakeley,
awsrded to yout

A Yes§ I have taken cere of nim slmost entirely since he was
born and heve the wish and the ability to continue to do so.

G Do you desire the restorthOE of your maiden name of Ethel

s vl M/MJ é%///mlg7 '




Alice M. Smith, being called as & witness for the Fleintirf

testitfied as follows, in response to interrogatories:

£
e

What is vyour name, age and regidence?
y .

4. Alice M. Bmith, 68 years, Feirhope, Alabans.

.r!a&-

-
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How long have you known tie Compleinent, Bthel Smitnh Hill?
All of her life, over tairty five yeers; she is my deughter.

When did she marry the Defendsnt Herbert H. Hill?

About twelve or thirteen years sgo? ;

Is 3thel Smith EHill a resident of Beldwln county, Ala?
Yes.

What can you sey as to tne trestment of Compleinsnt by the
Hegpondent Herpert H. Hill? |

Soon afber tney were morried the Defendsnt commenced to i1l-
treat her, A week after they were merried, I was over at
thelir house and saw.him strike her with 8 big,long horse-
whin. At other times and meny times since then I have
neard him call her vile names and swear at her. He has
never provided her with enough food and part of tike time
has haif-stsrved her. He waes a man of violent snd un-
governsble temper and would f1ly into & rage at almost any-
thing thet dispkeased him. Many times during the years
rast I was sfraid thst he would kill her in oneof his fits
of temper. ‘

Hes Complainent &t sll times been & good wife to Jerendent?

Yes, she has made him a good home and tsken care of him when
he wes sick, and made her own living a good part of the time

teo.
Llcee




Jogephine A, Smith, being called as a witness for the Com-
plainant, testified as follows in sanswer to interrogsatories:

Qe What is your nsme, sgs and residence?

A, Josephine A. 3mith, zge 25 years, Fairnopég Ala.,

e How long have you known £thel Smith Hili end Herbert H. Hill?
A, About twenty yeers, since 1 wes a 1little girl.

@. How long has the Compleinent lived in Beldwin countyy

A. Nesrly eight years altogether.

Y. #Wnen were Etnél Smith Hill and Herbert H Hill merriedr.

A. In thne summer of 1916, as.i remember.

Qe Heve you known these parties most of the time since they were
married?

A, Yes, I heve lived with them, off =xnd on, a part of esch year
gince they were merried.

W, Wnat cen you suy &8 to the treatment of Compleinent by the
vefendant? ’

A, He has been very unkind and cruel to her meny btimes when I
wasg there, and would become very angry at little things,
and would become s0 excited that he 4id not seem to know whet
he was doing. In these fits of p=ssion, he would swear
at her and call her vile names. In these repests he sSsemed
0 be getting worse as time went by.

d. . What can you say as to wvefendant's providing for nhis wife?
A, He did not provide much for her in food and never seemed o~

want ner %o neve much clothes. She worked a great desl
of the time to support nersely snd their little boy.




3T4TE OF ALABAMA  IN CIRCUIY COURT

COUNTY OF BALDWIN IR ERUITY

BUIHEL SdITH HILL, Complainsnt,
Ve,

HERBERT H. HILL, Defendent.

CERTIFICATE QF COMMISSIONER

I, G, E. Perkins, the Ggmmissioner nemed in the attsched
commission, hereby certify that, in pursuance of ssid commission,
I gid, on Wednes&sy, december 18th, 1929, call &nd cause to come
pefore me, abt the office of Hdward P. Totten, in the Bank of
fairhoee Building, in the town of Feirhope, Beldwin county,
Alabama, the srid witnesses, Mss. Tthel Smith Hill, Mrs. Alice
M. Smith, Josephine #. Smith, and thet the ssid witnesses, sfter
naving been Iirst duly sworn, did testify in answer to orsl in-
terrogatories propounded to them by Tdwerd P. Totten, Solicitor
for Gompl&inant,‘as get down sbove thelr signetures, and thet
the enswers of szia witnesses are get down &8 nesr &8 might be
in their own language and tney subscribed their names thereto
in my preseneé after having reed the seums.

I further certify thgt I am neither of counsel or of kin
to any of the narties to tnis suit snd thet I am in no manner
interested in the result thereof.

Witness my hand thisl8th day of December, 1929.

bk

Commissioner.




COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITIONS, ' N Moare Printing Co., B-ay Minette, Ala.
The State of Alabama,% N CIRCUIT COURT
- Baldwin Ceunty

Hon.G.E.Perkins,
To

KENOW YE: That we, having full faith m your prudence and competency, have appointed you Com-

- missioner, and by these presents do authorize you, at such time and place as you may appoint, to call hefore you

and examine

~ .
as witnesses in behalf of Complainant

in a cause pending in our Circuit

Court of Baldwin County, of said State, wherein

fthel SmMith Hill,

Complainant—
and
dAerbert H.Hill,
Defendant,
on oath to be by you administered, upon oral examination
to take and certify the deposition___ of the witness.. .. and return the same to cur Court, with all convenient
speed, under vour hand.
Witness 16th day of Jecember - 1929
PRt nean
oy e A / REGISTER
iy
COMMISSIONER'S FEE, $.5¢.
"

WITNESS® FEES, §



STATE OF ALABAMA I CIRCUIT COURT

COUNTY OF BALDWIN : _ IN BQUITY

ETHTL SMITH HILL, Compleinent

¥

Vs, BILYL OF COMPLATNT FOE DIVORCE

HERBERT H. HILL, Defsndsnt.
To the Honorabvie F. W. Hare, Judge of seid Counrt:

Your Orator, Ethel Smith Hill, rﬁspecﬁfully‘shoﬁé
unto your Honor, ss followa:

Thet your orstor is now &nd, for more than two yeafs
next preceding the filing of this bill, hes peen an sctusl regident .
in good frith of the stete of Alabame, in the county of Beldwin,
and that the Defendont, Herbert H. Eill, is =& non—rési&ﬁntlof the
stete of Alabama; snd is now & resident of the stete of Gﬁlifernia.
&% the town of Eorha binds therein; .

That your Qrestor and the Defendent intermsitried on
the 1%th day of July, 1917, at the county of Baldwin, Alabema, and
ever since hsve been ond now sre lewful wifs #nd husbend, end thet
they are sach abcve the sge of twenty one veasrs:

That,begiming & few wonths after their marriage in
July, 1917, and continuing down %o the present time,.the Defendant
has been guilty of extrenme cruelty to your Orstor, in thet the scid
Defendent hes at verious times and on freguent occusions committed
actual violence upcn hen& rerson, by 8triking her with his fist,
and many times during the said reriod has applied vile aﬁd opprobrious.

éﬂyﬂ?@%&%d'your Orator; that the Defendsut is = men of vielent and un-

governebie temper and by his fre@uent eutbursté of passion hes on
Beverel occasions injured her heslth and csused her to become ill,
and that,by resson of the mentai and phyeiecsl suffering inflicted
wpon your orstor by the Defendsznt ﬁnd the spprehension of ssrious
bodily injury. longer 1iving with the Defendant has become unbearable:

Thet the Defendant is a gtrong, ablewbodied man, well
qualified toc esrn & good living for himseld and ﬁ&mii&ﬁ consisting

of your orstor snd one son of the age of ten yesrrs, born of such

merriage, but Defendent has slmost wholly failed in thet respect’



#nd your Oretor haes been obllged, during most of the time since her
marriage to Defendant, tb Support herself and ner son by her own
efforts and esrnings;

Thet your Oretor hes &% all times dem&anad_an& sonducted
hergelf yroperly snd h&s always scted towsrd her ssad hasbandlﬁs 8
good, faithinl znd dutiful wife , and is entirely without,fault in_the
premises; thet she hes given the Deferdant no ceuse or provocation
whatsoever for his acte of violence and Gr&elty toWavds her.

THE ﬁ?jMISJE CONSIDERAD, wour Orator regpectfully prays
that ﬁhe.Defenaaat, Herbért H. Hill, be made party respondent to_this
pill of complaint by the ususl rrocess of this Honorsble Court znd be
feguired %0 demr, plead to or snswer the same within the time and
under the penalties s8 provided by 1éw, or thét the same be forever
confessed.

3RAY”R POR RELIER:

Wherefore, your Orstor Yrays that, upon the finél
hesring of this cauge, the bonds of matrimony now snd heretofore
subsisting between herself snd Herbert X, HEill, the Defendsnt, he
Whaily dissclvea and thet she be grented an sbsolute divorce there-
from; thet she be awarfed the care and custody of their minor son,
Robert Blakeley Hill: that she be sllowed and decreed the restoretion
of her meiden name of Smith: end that your ﬂrator mey have such other
and further reliff a8 mey to the_uourt seem just and eguitable if

she hee in enywise vrrayed or ssked smiss.

Jsted at Fairhope, Alsbams, this 25%th,daey of October, 1929.

’mollcluor Tor Gemplaln:ﬂt

FOOTHOTE,
The Respondent sbove nemed is reguired o ansﬁer every

allegetion conteined in.the foregoing bill, but not under oath:

answer under cath being hereby expressly woived.

C
‘!!:r’ﬂﬂgﬂi A f’ft-r’

Solicitor for é omplainent

(Feirnove, 4la.)
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[ cIRCUIT COURT OF
' Baldwin County.

IN EQUITY. |

In this cause it being made to appear to the Register that oh the. XY . _ . ____.
day of.__October . 1929 a4 copyof the Bill of Complaint filed in this cause was
sent'to ._._Ferbexrt H. Hiil

Defendant, by registered mail, postage prepaid, marked “For delivery dnly to the person to whom

addressed,’’ and return receipt demanded addressed to the Register of this Court; and that on the

CJA1%h  adayoer .. November 192 2 __, such receipt was duly

received and filed in this cause:

And it further appearing to the Register that the said Defendant has failed toplead, answer
or demur to the said Bill to the date hereof, it is now, therefore, on motion of Complainant, ordered,
adjudged and decreed by the Register that phe said Bill of Complaint be, and it hereby is in all

things taken as confessed against the sald .. L . . i il i it it i ecmm e memmme— e emam s

I _-_________-___I:I_?I_’jc.?;?_t-ﬁt__I—;?‘j'_]:%________________-‘- ,,"_-_:_ Defendant . __
This the.. . L8TH . __ . dayof . December . _____192.9..

Register.

Acts 1915. Page 604.

3 -



LAW OFFICES OF

EDWARD P. TOTTEN
FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA

December 23rd, 193Y.
Hon. W¥ Richsrson,
Register of Cireuit Court,
Bsy Minette, Ala
Desr My, Higherson:-
: In re. HILL vs. HILL
Bygaity No. 853
Ugoree, with bill of costs, in
above cruse is received snd I lﬁuﬂ; you for your very
Prom-t sitention, :
The decree, however, omits:
L. - swarding to the Compliinsnt the custedy of minor
¢hild, Hobert Blazkelsy Hill., end
2. - restorstion of Comnliinsnt’s =
Sthel Smith,

naiden nene of

pray-ed in the Bill £1led snd ss suzgested snd

ef rred to in the segtinmony submitsed.
Will you kindly heve & dscrse

entered, o8 Boon &8 possiple, cov

&8 preyed, and forwsrd it to me.

cing these two 17

tems
gnd extending to you
i &m,

Thanking you for your souritesy,
the compliments of the szszson

Edw zd P,

Qotten

3
S
£
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Cerl.iit Court of Baldwin County -
In Equity.

NO._':.'}_- R

' SUMMONS

Tthel Smith Eill

Pl Sanmmeaemm et e ——n et mE—E e ———————

Edward P.Totten

Solicitor for Complainant

Recérded inVol ______..____ Page ________

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
BALDWIN COUNTY

Received in office this.. .. .o oo ool ooo_

da,y_of.________--______7___;___. o..192 L.

Sheriff. -

Executed this_ o e e day of

. e m e e e 192
by lea.vmg a copy of the within Summons Wltb :

f e e e e m - e o o ———

Defendant

Hheriff,

BY .

Deputy Sheriff.,




224 RpECORDED

No.898

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
" Baldwin County.

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.
Baldwin County, Ala. '

Herbert TLJHILL,

DECREE OF DIVORCE

Filed in office this - 2lst

ﬂ

day of Dacs hel

ij

Register.

E. 0. M.




CIRGUIT COURT OF BALDWIN
COUNTY ALA

In Equlty

e e e ne s mm rmmmimemmm AMANME R = mmmm A m s mm AR m mh A AN A e

Decree Pro CdnfesSO After
Notice By Registe’red Mail.

RITAE ) :
Filed in office this... TOC% o - day of
Eemember e 1928 ‘i
Entered i 1n O B, .o eene_Page .___...._.

MOUHE PTG E£0. .I

Al oag

Foyagtl



NO.

The State (pf Aiabama

BALDWIN CGUNTY

CIRCUIT COURT

Gthel Smith 1Hill

i

VS.

derbert H.Hi1

_ Defendant__ |

COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION .

COMMISSIONER:

- Hon.G.E,Perking

WITNESSES:

mﬁz&/wf& wacxr(f{,, / brgne pf/w,gw gg,f,hu;ﬁ{"“‘*

“
L B‘;&@f’wu e 0 il
&

Complainant—_ :



8581 NOTE OF TESTIMONY
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IN ZQUITY,
CIRCUIT COURTOF BALDWIN COUNTY.
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8350 REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACATION. B wooRs 16 co.
STATE OF ALABAMA, CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.
Baldwin County. % No Term, 1929
....... SEHEL BSMITH HILL, ey Complainant . .

V8.

CHERBERT He BILE, oo oo Defendant. _

To _Hon. ®. ¥. Richerson, ..., Register:

In the abovo stated cause a Dacree Pro Confesso having becn taken against the Defendant,

and evidence having been takon, and the canse being ready for submission for final decree, and no

defense having heen interposed, the Complainant, by _Edward 2. Totten .. . .

her Solicitorstof record, now files with the Register of this Court

W
Solicitor for Complainant.



; RECORDEL
MNo....-.. ‘// Page._.._.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

woEEL SUITH JdILL
vs.
o HERBEZRT H. HILL
REQUEST FOR DECREE IN
VACATION
FILED.............wegember 20th . 1929
------------- ) o -“-.--Register
Edward P. Totten, :
Splicitor for Compleinant,
(Feirnope, Ala. ),
RECORDED YN s mrmcm e mccccerimmmms e RECORD '
o
L'L0) PR PAGE oo nee coanee

- -—— SRS UL LTS EL L

MoORE PTG. €O



RECORDED ™~

No G5E oo

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY

IN EQUITY,
CIRCUIT COURTOF BALDWIN COUNTY.

filed in Open Court this_ . 21leh ..o

day of..._.BgCeiber
.

Register

MCORE PTG CO









