DECREE OF DIVORCE o Moore Printing Co., Bay Minette, Ala,

The State of Alabama,

Baldwin County

. 528 CIRCUIT COURT IN EQUITY

May Witherington
Vs,
Henry Witherington

Complainant__-

Defendant

This cause, coming on to be heard at this Term, was submitted upon the Bill of Complaint,
decree pro confesso and the testimeny as noted by the Register; and upon consideration thereof, the
Court is of opinipn that the Complainant is entitied to. the relief prayed for in said Dbill

IT IS, THEREFORE, Ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court, that the bonds of matri-
mony heretofore exisiing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby dis-

solved, and the complainant is forever divorced from the Defendant, on accosjnt of
Voluntery ebandonment and eruelty,

It is further ordered, that the said May Wj‘thering?OE’

be, and . & he is hereby permitted to again contract marriage, upon the payment of the costs of
Court in this cause. o . '

_ It is further ordered, that the said May ¥Witherington '
pay the costs herein taxed, for which execution may issue, and if such execution is returned ‘‘no

property found,” then execution for such costs ay issue against the said
' Henry Witherington,

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that the said _May Witherington

shall not again marry except to said Henry Witherington :
until sixty days after this date, and that if an -appeal is taken within sixty days — She shall not

Henry Witherington,

marry again except to said

during the said pendency of appeal
1t -is further ordered thet May Witherington,have the care custody

and control of Cornelis Henrietta Witherinegton,a girl child 2 yesars of

age , born of _this marriage, MWWW Caces )

This \5_-%_ day of __Ochober 1929,

Doy ey /

JUDGE OF THZ CIRCUIT GOURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

STATE OF ALABAMA

BALDWIN COUNTY CIRCUIT CQURT, ?N EQUITY

I, : , Registef' ‘of said Circuit Court of sgid
County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the above is a full, true and correct copy of the decree

rendered by said Court on the — day of : 9 .

in the cause of

Complainant .

vS.

Defendant— _

as appears of record in said Court.

Witness mjr hand and the seal of said Court, this the

day of , 19

Register




tosso on Personal Service, 3107 Code L e

8530 Motion for Daeras Pro Gon

The State of Alabama, £ No...,?_gié-_-_ CIRGUIT COURT N EQUITY.

Baldwin County.

Complainant .. --

ay LEREEAREEOR | ooaenamneon oo T T

3,

uepry ¥itherimgtom . B o ,
' {__. Defendant...-

Motion is hereby made for a Decree Pro Confesso AgAINSE _ o —emmmmmm oot e am

Henry nitheringtoR Defondant

nd that more than thirty days have elapsed since Ser_vice of

in the above shated cause, o the grou
and that said sum

mons was duly served according to law, and

a Defendant_— -3

d to demur, plead to or answer th in this cause

gummons upon sai

e Bill of Complaint

that said Defenda,nt___ha____,_faﬂe
to this date. ﬁ\

This ..-- _-_4./?.- ou._.dayof




Summons-—Qngmal S -‘ o Moake Printing Go. ‘11t By Minda, Als

The State of Aiabama,

Baldwip County.

% Cigcuit Court of Baldwin County, In Equity,

To any Sheriff of the State of Alabama—GREETING

Q ¥

B U

WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon _ Henry Wit werinat

...... [ e T L T T I --in—--------u--i-.o.pollautu._I-t'Ig--lf-._ll‘.'..."ﬂl‘ﬁﬂ
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......  resenravanettangreas et iraya AU U
...... P
T T T T T T S BT
of . Daldwin, ... --‘_?__-- Caunty, to be and appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court

of Baldwin County, exermsmm Chancery jurisdiction, within th1rty days after the service of Bum-

mons. and there to answer, plead OI‘ d,emmr w1thout oath, to & Blll of Complaint lately exhibited by

earereeaas .Hla.}.f Wi ph.h.'r’mgmn

......................................................

..... e e e e e e e e m e
S, R e anaeeeeeanan e et e i aeieeeieaaeaneenans
. rrces e g e e A ar e - T T T R I I
:
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...... A PP
............... P
e e ettt a e e e e e e e e e e e
against said._.w. ... denry Wltherinet0n e o
............ S I L
..................................................................................
............................... e e
.......................................................................................
...........................................................................................

and further to do ahd perform what said Judge shall order and direct in that behbalf. And this the
said Defendant shall in no wise omit, under penalty, etc. And we further command that you return

this writ with your endorsement thereon, to our said Courtimmediately upon the execution thereof.

WITNESS, T. W. Richerson, Register of said Cirenit Court, this. . O oo e day of

-——-:[lj-l:-;’: ------------.-'---192-9-- W
‘ _ __/.___-, __.,-/--.-__--......__-.__-__--.-Reglster

N. B. -—Any party defendant is entltled to 8 copy of the blli upon application to the Begister.

e



8%81 NOTE OF TESTIMONY

------------------------------------------

R
THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
BALDWIN COUNTY

P N R R A A R R RS R A

vs. :
IN. EQUITY,
CIROUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY.

...........................................

v Register,



Decree Pro Confesso on Personal Service. i : Moore Printing Compeny. Bay Minetts, Als

)

The State of Alabamaa % No.B&6 s | © CIRCUIT coﬁRT, IN EQUITY

Baldw_in County. S

__________________ im e eou. Hay _witherinslon e imemer emenew. Complainant.._.

vs.

Henry #itheringion

gy Y wee—-Defendant.__.

In this cause it appéars to the __-__Eiegiﬁ_@ex- e e e e e e e —————

that a Summons requiring the Defendant __Henry #ltherimgbon ______ . ____ ..

sS4 msersaesoEEE .. I R I AT SRR A CPseBecr e s s e N RN s ass e -f}------q
e e et iaeieeeann e e eerrraireaean,
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to appear and demur, plead to or answer the Bill of Complaint in this cause within thirty days after’the

service of said Summons upon .. Henry _112’_1_'?}1_@:1:'_5;33155_1:_-@1}_“ e e et e el i
was served upon .uim _..__.by the Sheriffof ____Hgpambia. . . ___... County, Alabama, on the

11 %Wy of o LY _19.29
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------ L I I R A R N R I N R R I R I I I R I I R A R R N I I R I I R R
L I N N N A L N N R N N N I Y L LR R L * 2= aae thtesnssansarnn

And the said Defendant ._. having faiied to demur, plead to or answer the said Bill of Complaint

to this date, it is now, therefore, on MO ON Of L L et e e e mece me e e o ommmes

e ... Hon,n.C.Jenkins, ATty for Lomplainent, ... ...........

ordered and decreed that the said Bill of Complaint in this cause be and it heteby is in all things taken as
o g .
confessed against the said ... "“B?-I'Sf_“}t%l_el‘i_ng_‘t’iﬂit?_ e

*saeatenwan L N L R R I R R N N R R N N Y RN N N
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e e e e A e e mimama e ee e ee mmmmmnem e maaemm e oo Defendant. . .. aforesaid,

This . 19%R__ dayof ... Ausust 19 29,

T

t Register,




8550 REQUEST FOR DECRSE IN VACATION. N |
STATE OF ALABAMA, CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.
Baldwin County. | no. 828

o Cetoher. ... Term, 1929

rer WA Fheinot _
May Witherington  Complainant__.

VS,
Henry Witherington

s i)efendant, .

To . T.W.Richerson

_, Register:

. In the above stated canse & Dacree Pro Confesso having been taken against the Defendant,
and evidence having been taken, and the cause being ready for submission for {inal decree, and no
‘ .

defense having been interposed, the Compiaiﬁamt, by _S.0.Jenkins

Solicitors of record, now files with the Rogister of this Court

this written request to deliver the papers in this cause to the Judge for final decree in vacation.

S.C.Jenkins

...........................................




e

. 4id not leave any money oz‘Sﬁppll@g of any kind for the mxaﬁ&

£ :
L

Hay ¥Witherington, In The Circuit Court Gf Baldwin

Complalinant. Geunty, Alabama.
ve ) In Bguity .

Henry Witherington,

e e

Resnpondent .

To The Honcrable Francis W , Haﬁe; Judge of the Twenbty First Judicisl
Circuit of Alabema, which includes Raldwin County :
Fumbly complaining, Your Oratrix, May Wltherlngten, respectiully repre-

sents unto your Honor as follows: ‘ . !

1. Your Oratrix, Hay %iﬁhéringteﬁ and Henry Witherington, the respondeny
in thie cause, were married at Bi&ﬁtmﬁ,in Escambia County, Alabama on or
about, towit, January, loth, 1986 and 1ived'together as man and wife until
~June  14th, 1987, two vyears ago next prior %o the filing of this Bill in
this cause; at which time, towit, June Léth 19387, the resgondenﬁi Hsnry. -
Jmther$noton, voluntarily and without any fault on the part of your Oratrix
abandoned her in Baldwin County, Alaoama &t Bayminette, Ala, in ssid eount;,,
where next prior to that time thev had been living., 4%t this time when he |

left home, The respondent did mot oay the rent then due on tne home and

%,_ﬁof your
Uratrixz end her child then only five months old; at whioh sai&”tim& of i
said abandonment of your dratrix by ?esvondﬂnt gald resnoaaent told your
urater to go gei herselr a jéb, as he coula not supnort her or prcv1de for
her in any way; since said abanuonmentﬂae fazlled to send your respondent

any money or supbppries for suppoft of her self and child and since said

abandonment he has remained away ana 8%11]l remains away and hag failag te

m&ka* any provision for her support Whatevcr, Bince said aoanﬁonmenﬁ by re—

chﬂQBHu 0f your Oratrix aforesaid, he has failed anc refused to give her |
any support or maintenance and haes failed ang refused to live with her,
that becsuse of the desertion of your Oratrix by said resnonoent as afore - -

sald, she has been placedd in a destltute condition and, alse, in a

dependent position . But for the help of her uncle , Mal Smith and
some helwn from her fatner, Kyser Mixon, she could not have lived in any
comfort at all and at the same $ime take care of her infant child now

Just a 1little over two vears of age ,



5 | ‘ : I,
'zf Both your Qratrix and respondent are over the age of twenty one
yeérs; your Oratrix resides at Bay Hinette, Ala. in Baldwin County and
respondent fesides, when last heard of, at Pollard in Escambis Coynty,
Alabama, Your Yratrix has been for mcre'ﬁhan the past three vears next
pTior to the filing of the Bill in thie cause » @ bona fide resident
Citizen of Baldwin Jounty and State of Llabama,
3. Durimg all She time that your Oraitrix lived with respondent, the
gald Henry ﬁithefington, as her hugband, respondent was at all times and
every Way a faithful and dutiful wife and gave him no cause whatever for |
complaint; but respondent on the other haﬂg at times $reated her cruelly and

\

most shamefully; he refused io ever go out with her any where in the com-

minity where they resided, abused hsr to her faeg3and threatened harm at
times to the baby; so much 80, that she .became afraid %o even sleep with

him or to stey with bhim at night, when he gmme home; most of the time he

was out of work and made no effprt whatever 0 get work. When respondent

1 ,34.

woul.d go off to get work, he Woul@ KSuey away ag much as three months at a
time and, while dvay from qome he él& not send your Cratrlx any money or i
contrivute in any way o the gupport of herself and child,

By his contlnual neglec%, abuse,and disrespect shown %o her in the home and
anong neighbors » Tespondent suffered humiliation ang much mental torture
as the regult oF the oruel treatment she received from respondent in his
conduct towarde her;and the.-bé@i at'ti&es,5eemed o gven arouse his Tesent

ment instead of sympathy; he would follow it around in the vyard with a i

5txick or gwitch, threatening to waip it ete and one time, he set the -
baby up in a chair in the kitchen and took up a large knife as if he would
kill i%; my mother coming in just at the tlmq causé him to desist from gany

;urther demonstrations against the child. .
Wherefore the premises conslaerea, Your Qratrix

yraymf ~that a subpoena be

issued ang directed +to the gaiff Henry ¥#itheringion, veswonumnt aforesald,

| ‘ ] int is & ! irected
in this o&use; that he be brought into this HQﬁOIuble cgurﬁ and di

to . snewer Jhp charges herein made against him under the rules of this most

Honorable- _ e o :
Lﬁogrz that he be made a party defendant or respondent to this Bill qf

fomplain® anc that upon & final hearing of the evidence, your Honor willA
order, adjuége and decree that the bonds of matrimony heretofore existing
between your Oratrix and the saic Henry ﬁ?itherington, respondent aforesaid,
be forever‘dissolﬁed and that yvour Crairix be vermitted %o marry again and
that she be granted such other and farther relief as ﬁay in eQuity gnd goodm

including that ot Jiille

conscience seem meet and prover to your Honorg,




L
[

custody of her child, Cornelia Henristta #Witherington, two years old last

January, 15th, 1959 .

Ang  your Oratriz will ever pray eic -

@/muﬁ/

-~ o

Soclicitor for Complainant .

Foot Heote:

The respondent is required to answer each anc every paragraph
of the foregoing Bill of Complaint from 1 %o & inclusive, but his answer

under oath is hereby expressly waived .

.

f i g

Solicitor dfor Complainan

L]



- THE STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

May W

‘itherington

A\

Henry Vitherington

REQUEST FOR DECREE IN

VACATION

FILEI)__;. . Getober Srd,

1929

’ Register
RECORDED IN RECORD

_—

Register

MOGRE PTG, CO

.



The State of Alabama,

Baldwipi County

. Cireuit Court In Equity

|
1

Hay wi therington

?

Vs, _

Henry witherington }
Decree Pro Confesso On

. . i
Personal Service.

r. . ‘ Register.




THE STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY

, IN BEQUITY, . :
OTRCUTT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY.

NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Filed in Open Court thisﬂ,___‘?fj?si_n, e

day of___ . 0ckober 192 9

MOORE £TE CG




SERVE ON

Circuit Cfourt of Baldwin County
 In Equity..

No.. ...

SUMMONS

Moy . itherinston

Ve,

......

| ki
= S MM o s .- RN
Solicitor for Complainand -

Recorded m Vol

[
%""‘& Jﬁ*«”&% f}»}/ﬁ(«‘, e
@,ﬂ?«,&. U»Jwieﬁs‘léﬁ,, .

* Executed this._--,[l/____-_________;,_,day' Ff

| %;ﬁzg ‘T |

R R
B LT

Al

g i
THE STATE OF ALABRAMA,
BALDWIN COUNTY :

Received in office thiS.. . ... . oo ._.i.

day of___-____.,_____-'_______-_-_- _ 192 _,r.

Sheriff.
s

T .. 192 -

ving & cédpy Qf the within Summons wn‘h

Defendant,

s f . : Sherlﬂ ]

7]
Y
L

By e e e et

Deputy Sherif‘f;

f B

e
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v 826 RECORDED

The State of Alabamz;m

Baldwin County.

CGIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

Hay Witherington oo

AR AL i i o B M M B R R R R AT T S B AT A s an hmmmmm A AR e dd P A Ay R

V8.

clenry Hitheringhom o .

.................................................................................... -

MOTION FOR DECREE PRO
CONFESSO ON PERSONAL SERVICE

LIy L et
3 ! : “Register.

Recorded in..__.. ......_..._.. Record,

Register.

Meore Printing Company, Bay Minette, Ala,
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RE“URDED
' l\io_m,_%__ .

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
Baldwin County,

 CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.
Baldwin County, Ala, :

" May Witherington

vs

Henpry Wi therington,

DECREE OF DIVORCE

Filed in office thlS \5 / &

day of

Reglster

E. 0. M.

W\W g

R i i e

et e g it
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ORAL DEPOSITION. ' M Ptg Co., Bay Minette

- .
i he State Of Alabama, Circuit Court of Baldwin Ceunty, Alabama
Baldwin County. (In Equity.)

. Mgry Witheringtonmn _____ . ... Complainant.

VS.

Henry Witherington,

T.W.Richerson,

5 4.4 driva bR

as Register and COMMISSIONer . .o o o vrmooooasmoos oo ammmsnn o B 5 el e

e TS . . - %0
. have called and caused to come before meilay Witherl ghon :--a‘nd Cellie Mixom,

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
........................................................................................
........................................................................................

witnesses .named in the Requirement for Oral Examination, on the®®s__ dayof_ . -

192 2 at the office of .. REEIEEET L. ee

in.. ,_3_&1'&_1\;’1}:1}?_???_ ____________ ,Alabama, and having first sworn said witness 85 to speak the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said.__Hitnesses ______ e -
e o i ammn mm—a- doth depose and say as follows:

who being duly sworn testified as

T am the Gomplainant in this cause

........................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

......................................................................................

................................. a.------.....--..-.-.o-------..-..-----.-.c......._
since that time he has remained away an

.......................................................................................

............................................................................

refused and f£5iled to lvive with me since the said time and told me to

.g.c; s O.Il p .and. éét. V‘.rc.):t?.:k. . ;Gc; . .S:ii:é);-?-dxl:bl .Iﬁ:;z'.sle-lif . d '.b-a,‘.t'l"ylg ........ Crers s asaat e
BN AR AL B S L1 -y a-.ojziﬁ.e.t. . I. .have . heen .pi.aee& . in N .dep@hﬁ.eﬁt

.........................................

------------------------------------

father- & T'&.yse.r.ﬁimn..a.n@. my Unele Mel Smith I wouod not have been able
to take cere of myself and infent child

"""""""""""""""""""" gent BénTy Witheringtow ebandoned .me. .he. failed O pa
ing.in.and. left me completely

+nE “pent on the home: We- were .livw




......... TR e I o T |
------------- t-am-a bon-a fide resident-of ‘Baldwin County Alsbaua end heve been
all my life . T ..

.........................................................................................

D I R L LA R T R Y R T I T T O e R

........... ?“gmle. Henry. Witherington .ans.I.1ived ftogefher. as man .and wife

w .
he. treated me most. shamefully,.. He rerused ton mo” out’ With me

:&& .-+ ip the -community -anywhery -and- caused- me- g-reat humiletion -
be;f-o;e oy -friends. and. .neighbors .b3r. his.abuse.and. neglect................
and_ I suffered much mental ioriture on account of his bruial treatment,

.................................................... B e R R R R I R A et

He not only mistreated me but he mistreated the baby at time he would Tollow

......................................................................................

the. baby. .arounfl .the.yard with.a .stick . Fhreatiening.ta.whip. it....... ..
‘. f-"-— ) . .
and- at-one "cime':i:w&f" kitehen he put: the baby- in-a -chairn-and-picked up

a 'large"}cnife'za:S‘if'he'w'oul'd‘kﬂl' ‘1t but ‘my mother - came 'in about the time

and he ceased any further demostration,,in fact he treated me and the baby

------------------------------------------

so- ewuelly that was afraid o stay with him at night when he came heme.

........................................................................................

---------------------------------------------

........................................................................................

of .work. and made.no.affort. 0. geb work.and when.he . would.ga.off. to.get

work-he-would-stay-away as much as  Fmonthsat-a-time;—and-during his abscence!

g any Moty o

¥t

i "'&ﬂﬁ.mﬁhlldo

from-home-he would not gs;

' I know May Witheringbon and Henry Witherington and know when the

were married , they were at Brewton Alsbam January.lOth 1926,....... o

. . : one year &
and lived together as husband and wife for [give morths,until ahout June

the said Henry Witherington has remained &&ik: away and has noit liver with

as man and wife.




A o e P P

where Mey Witheringbon snd Henry Witherangton iived and saw them ewery 4

......................................................................................

..his- babyls -life. at- times,. At my. house- on- one- -0ecassion -tho -MOFHING
. .he.left .abandoned .his.wife. he..told.his. wife.that..she must. go.......

'..ho.wnrk.on.thatfday;he“ata.brﬁakiasﬁ.ai.my.hQQSQQ.“..“, .............
In the afternoon of that day while I was in an adjoining Toom

........................ ‘mom e wow o wow AP B h A E s R e S E S mms s 4 s E s A e S a e RE AL ES AR SE e sy

A A R T R L I I R R R N I L AL L A L L
...............................................................................

---------

.......................................................................................

N
..and. started toward. the haby that wasstemding in a chair, . . . ..
_.in the .same. room.and when I eame 1k he laid the knife back where he got

..it.wenh.out.o£.the.hcuSe.angug.hava.naven.saan.him”sincea ...........
__What he intended to_@g_viﬁh}knife I do not know but he appeared very exc




A

of the Witne’éis £o-and read oven:to. K
£ ~
at the time and place hérein mentioned; that L bage._p,e_ns,uaala]@n«awled-ge*cfp”ér%@’ﬁ%ff:ﬁéﬁﬁfy_gf—é%ﬁ“'V' .
witness_Z-Ti- or had proof made before me of the identity of said witness...__ ; that I am notof
counsel or of kin to any of the parties to said cause, orany manner interested in the resunlt thereof
. I enclose tﬁe gaid Oral Bxamination in an envelope to the Register of said Court. e
. i
Given under my hand and seal, t.his_;
|
]
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