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TQ THE ECHORABLE FRANCES W. HARE,
' JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT CCURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
SITTING IN EQUITY:

ANNIE MAE POWELL by this her bill of complaint presented
agéinst EZRA C. POWELL respectfully shows:

FIRST: Thaﬁ ghe is over the age of eighteen yearsg and is now
and has been for her'entire 1ifetime a bona fide resident of Raldwin
Oounty, Alabama. That Ezra (. Powell is over the age of tweniy-one
years and now residing in tae ity of Pensacola, Fioridge,

SECOND: That Complainant and Ezra C. Powell were lawfully
married in Pensacola, Florid& on May 9th, 18934 end lived {together
as husband and wife until February 38nd, 1935 when the said Ezra (.
Fowell without just cesuse handed her Ten dollars and forced her to
leave his home and to return to the residence of her parents with
~whor she has since resided and since which time he has contributed
nothing to her support nor has she seen him. He since said time
reglding in the Uity of Pensacola, ‘ |

THIRD: That within = short while after their marriage her
' said husband commenced to neglect her and t¢ pay marked_attention o
another woman. That (omplainant's protests as to this were not only
without avail but the said Powell's abtitude toward said womany a near
neighbor, made little concealment of the improper reletions existing
between them; that Defendant's treatment of her soon became not only
c0ld but he threatened her with viclence and in Novewmber 1954 struck
her brutally in the sldeé and has recently threatened her with other
violence which threat she has reason 1o anticipate would have been
carried into effect had she continued to live witﬁ him as he was
addicted to the use of liguor and when intoxicated seemed 10 have no
control over his temper or actions, wherefore Gomplainant has reasonable
grounds for apprehension of violence on the pa;t of her said husband
dangerous ¢ her hea;th or life.

FOURTH: Complalnant further charges that from October 1934
and up to the time she parted.freﬁ him the following Pebrusry the

Defendant was repeatedly unfaithful toc his marriage vows bnt she is
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not ndw able to give désaile as t¢ time and place. That since their
sepa:aiien Complainant has been informed of matters which lead her to
believe and she s0 charges that such improper relations are continuing.
THE PREMISES CONSIDERED, CGomplainant prays that Ezra .
Powell be made party fefendant t0 this bill end by proper process
reguired to answer same within the time prescribed by law.
Compiainent further prays that upon the hearing of this cause
& decree be made forever divorcing her from the ssid Egzra ¢. Powell
granting hexr the right to remarry should she SO desire, t0 resume
her maiden name and 50 be allowed such sum for counsel fees fa the
prosecution of this cause as to the Court may seem proper, btogether

with other, further or different relief as to equity may seem meet.




ANNIE MAE POWELL, —

-CIRCUIT COURT CF

Complainant,
T BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
EZRA C. POWELL, | |
;_Respondsnt,

gomes the Respondent and for answer to the bill of
complaint says that he denies each allegation therecf.
Respondent heréby waives the issue of commission to take
 Complainantis tesgtimony, the right to notice of om te be present
Lat the taking of same, and to introduce evidence in hie own
.behalf end consents that this cause be submitted for final decree

- upon the pleadings and (Complainant'e evidence.

%KWM

pondent.

GTATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF ESCAMBIA

Before me the underszgned authority personally §ppeared
this day Ezra (. Powell who is known to me and who stated that
he executed the foregoing answer voluntarily and with full

knowiedge of its contente.
§€£%;;§§zpthe day of

blic, Escambia CQounty, Florida

‘ Given under my hand and offici
February, 1936.

Kotar



ANWIE MAE POWELL,
EQUITY

CIRQUIT COURT OF BALDWHN
COUNTY, ALABAMA

Complainang.
8
- EZRA ¢. POWELL,

Respondent

~ This cause coming on %0 be heard in vacation was submitted
apon the bill of complaint, answer.and testimony ﬁs noted by ihe _
Register and, upon consideratien thereof, the Court is of +the opinion
that the comﬁlainant is entitled %o theareliefprayed-fer_in her said
bill, o 3 o

It is therefore ORDERED, ADJUDSBED AND DECREED that the bonds
of matrimony'heretafere existing bebtween the Goﬁnléinant ané Respondant
be and the same hereby are dlsolve& and the said Annie Mae Powell is
- forever dxverced from the said Ezra ¢, Bowell on sccoount of the grounds
alleged in the said bill of coumplaint,

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the parties may again conirach
marriagé upon the payment of the cogits in this cause. It is further
ordered that the sald Ezra ¢. Powell pay to Gémplainant the sunm of
Fifty Dollares in full settlement of all alimony and counsel fees and
that when said sum snd the coste of this cause have been péid in full
Jthe sgid Ezra ¢. Powell shall be forever discharged from all furiher
claims on the part of Complainsnt beth in law and equity. IT I8
FURTHER ORDERED that the Respondent pay the costs fazed in this csuse
for which execubtion may issue and if such execution be reburned marked
®no property fouﬁd“ then exeeubtion for such cosbs may issﬁe‘against
the Complainanb.

IT I8 FURTHER ORDERED AWD DECREED that neither party marey
again except to the other unbil sixty days after this date and that
if an appeal be taken within sixbty days neither shall marry again
except t0 the other during the pendency of said app

Boné at Monroevilie, Alabama this the QZ/L-—day of March, 1986,

Judge Cireuit'‘GourtTof Balawin County

Alsbama.



ﬁHNlE MAE POWELL,
Complainant.

v

LZRA C. POWELL,
Defendant.
DEPOBITIONB OF ANNIE MAE POWELL AND BENRY GIDEONS
WITHNESSES FOR COMPLAINANT
Said witnesses being first duly sworn Ho tell the truth
upon examination by Complainant'e Solicitor testified as follows:
ANNIE MAE POWELL

- I am Complainant in this ceuse. I am now and have been zil
of my life, sxgept a few months spent in Pensacola, & bona fide
resgident of Bhkdwin County, Alsbama residing ath Robertsdale'where I
now live with my parents. I am twenty years of age and on ¥ay 1934
merried Ezra (. Powell who is over the age of tweniy-one years and
who now 1ives in Pensacola.

Bfter cur marriage we lived together a8 hushband and wife and

at firet he treated me very well but after a short while he starbed
drinking and commenced +t¢ neglect me. He also seemed t0 beecoms
infatuated with a girl who lived near by and in a short while practically
férseok me for her. He would go out and stay &ll night sometimes
coming in in the early hours of the morning intoxicated, at other times
not until the following morning. He insisted on having this girl and
other rowdy couples come t0 our home where they would drink and play
cards and after a short while he negleched me and became so infiifferent
te my‘feelings that he would show marked atfentien te¢ tais girl even
when I was present and on more tian one occasion I have geen hinm hmgging
and kissing her. While I do not know of my own knowledge whset more tock
place between them I have been told'enoagbﬁto contirm ny belief thet
his relations with her were improper and I have n¢ hegitation in sweariﬁg
that such wae the case. Her behavior even in my house was guch as
was not consistent with the actions of a decent girl and in acdition
my husband has practically admitted that things were not right between

them., Taturally I could not continue 10 endure such conduct and protested
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and when my husband sent me home I was glaa tc go as I feared that
nothing but trouble could happen between us after I became certain
of what he was doing and after his threats and mistreatment of

me, He ﬁeﬁ only humiliated and hurt me byt his neglect and obvious

attachment for another women but in November 1934 without any just

cause he stupk me a hard blow in thé side. He has not ssTuck me
since but that is because I have not done anything'te enrage him
but from the way he treated me on this oeccasion and his bfutal
indifference %0 my feelings I feel sure that-had I continued to
live with him he would have repeated his physical cruelty and very
1ikely'have done me some serbus injury. A man who drinke as he dees
and who loges control of himself when drinking is dangerous and

I pan now gee that it was well for me that I left him when I 4id.




HERRY GIDEONGS.

I am the father of $he Complainant. When my daughber
want—sg! %0 marry Ezra Powsell we did not know him well as he came
from Pemsacola bub ho sesmed s’beﬁadﬁ and the people we dnguired
about spoke well of him so we did not oppose the maﬁiage and 4%
wae only after they hed boen married several wmonths $hat we
learned from her that he had started drinking and carzying on with
another woman. We horsd for a while that he weﬁld get tired of
‘this and go stradight but he kept gotting worse and we socn saw
that she was very unhapyy. -She did not ﬁall‘i us that he had i g-
i—xa&%ad her %111 after szhe ocame home where he gant her 4n Fabmazg
1935 and since that ¥ime he has done nothing for her nor has she
had anything to do with him. After they parted and it was plain
that he was godng from baci to worse I took ateps {to find about
his beharior with ether women for myself and soon found out that
what she had told me was true. He was taking this other girl out
4n his car at ﬁdghts and they would sta:y out tageth&r $i1l very
late. Afder he got rid of her-- his wife-- he did not seen $0 cae
what he did and it was net hard to get the goods on him. On two
saparate nigh‘ss, I do not know remember iths dates but it was
some time after she came home, wo learned that they had gone out
supposedly t0 e dance and a little later thelr car was sesn parked.
along side the ma neer a little pateh of woods outsids of town.
‘They did not know that they had been seon and got out of the car _
and went off into the woods where they stayed some fiftoen or %
twenty minutes, maybe mngér and then got back in the car. That
wad the first of the two times, The ssoand time they wem anly
seen together in the car along side the mad‘ I cannot say a-
bout whether they got out of the car that nigh'e; or not. This was
the girl that my daughter had seen her husbaad lmg aad kias ang
I know that they 4id not go off together the way they d;&d for any

good purpose.
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I, Virginia E. (renshaw, Commiseioner named in the foregoing
commission, hereby certify that on the 18th day of March I csused the
witnesses hereinabove named to appear before me at the office of
Elliott @. Rickarby, ®sg.in Robsritsdale,where after being duly sworn
and upen examination by Elliost 4. Rickarby, Esq. they testified as
is herein set forth; that their testimony was taken down by we a8 near
ag migh$ be in the langaage of each_witness and that after having been
written down wae read over and signed by the witnesses in my preéenee.

I further certify that I am neither of counsel or of kin :
of elther party in said eause or %A any'wayiintsrested in‘the result
tﬁereofe | |

Witnese my héhd and seal this the 18¥h day of.March, 1936,

Comuisgioner.
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MOCRE PRINTING CO., HAY MINETTE, ALA.
- - i

8581, NOTE OF TESTIMONY

ANNTE MAE POWRLT, S
Complainant, | THE STATE OF ALABAMA
| Baldwin County
Vs, \ | i
EZRA C. POWELL, IN EQUITY
Respandent, Circuit Court of Baldwin County

- This. cause is submitted in behalf of Complainant upon the original Bill of Complaint,

1l and Henry Gideons ==~

Annie Nee Pows

and in beshalf of Defendant upon

C%,g& (\\,u o

Re}ister.
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The State of Alabama

BALDWIN COUNTY

IN EQUITY
Circuit Court of Baldwin County

ANNTE . MAW POWELTL,

VS,

NOTE OF TESTIMONY

. F1led in Open Court this ——QQifh———

day of - March 193_6_

gﬂ@@w\

REGISTER

uneuu PRINYING OU., ‘mAY MINEYTE, ALA,

fEN L
T

I



8550 REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACATION. ‘ MOORE $TS co.

STATE OF ALABAMA, CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.

- Baldwin County. No. . 205 .. Mareh Term, 1986
ABNTE MAE BOWELL. . S N , Complainant. _.

vs, '
.............................................. BZRA Ca POWELL. ... ..o, Defendant.___

To. ROBERT..Se--DUCK- oo oo eeeeneon. .., Reglister :

ANSWER & WAIVER FILED

In the above stated caunse a XRXFEXKERXXXMEFN having been tHPn XX

and evidence having been talken, and the cause being ready for submission for final decree, and no

defense having been interposed, the Complainant, by ELLIOTT G, RICKARBY

____________________ e e e een e SOLICIEOTS Of record, now files with the Register of this Court
this written request to deliver the papers in this cause to the Judge for final decres in vacation.

é LeniZ. T ha. -«%/ . U2y,
Solicitor for Complainan _?




| THE STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY N
GIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

Vs,

REQUEST FOR DECREE IN
VACATION

[ VR A

Register

i REGORDED IN . e oo o e

VOLn oo cremeemnee PAGE oo e

Register

MOORE PTG. CO
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