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ffi ~IVORCE DECREE 

, 
Moore Printini= Co., Bay Min<iltto, Ala. 1 

THE ST ATE OF ALABAMA, BALDWIN COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY 

---------------'?ll,1<1:w.,m.!.' .cHc,t:'-. __c.~"-_c-,cl-';0L,.· -""'-""-· ------------ Complainant 

vs. 

CL';fDE de CP.!.?F Respondent 

This cause coming on to be heard was submitted upon Bill of Complaint, ~~;:~~ 

on.A 11 5YYEP'" L; ".:'iia, iv0 r of' ; he 'Res::o"1Qzr.+. and Testimony as noted by the Register. and upon 
·consideration there-of.--"the Courr·is o-f-the··o;i'in'ion· that the Complainant is entitled to the relief ptayed 
for in said bill. 

It is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony here-

tofore existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby, dissoh·ed, 

and that the said ------"B"e"r'-'t'-ba""--"d"e-'Cc;·r'"'a"'f'"'f'-:-----------------------

is forever divorced from the said ___ _..C~l .... ;u.rrl=e_,,.,~"--'-r.""-~"'-f''--'-"-------------------

for and on account of _ _;1'._ . .",eD,aa"'l'.l,sC,cOe_~c;, .c· .s8c;l1,c-ts..,_. __________________________ _ 

It is further ordered .. adiudged aud deC.reed Ov the Court that the 

Complainant, .Bert(.i.a de Graff, be. and she is here-ov r:iven the custodv of 

the minor children: Charles Donald de Graff~ anc~ Leslie EDgene de nraft'. 

I-~ .!if further ordered 2 ,adlud;:ed 8.nd decreed bv the Court tl:12.t t.:t:e 

R.espo;2dent nav to the Comnlainant. as neru1.anent al'1monv~ the srn of' ~~lOoOO 

ner vmek-, amount to be paid on of everv -rireek here-

It is further ordered. adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again r:J.arry 
except to each other until sixty day~ after the rendition of this decree,and that if appeal is taken within 
sixty days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said appeal. 

It is further ordered that the Complainant and Respondent be, and they are hereby permitted 
to again contract marriage upon the payment of the cost of this suit. 

It is further ordered that 

the _....cC~c=·m:=&p~l~a=.i=n=ac=n~t'--~-

This _.,Xe:_·,,__,1-f_i/:... __ day of 

Bertha Qe Grai'f 

herein to be taxed, for which execution may issue. 

Judge Circuit Court, in Equity. 

I, ----------------'------------------, Register of the Circuit 

Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree rendered by the 
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said 
decree is on file and enrolled in my office 

Witness my hand and seal this the ~~------ day 

of ------------------------, 19--

[b 
Register of Circuit Court, in Equ.ity d 

l 
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No. f!:J:~ Page--

The State of Alaba1na 
BALDWIN COUNTY 

IN CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY 
- -

vs. Complainant 

Respondeut 

DIVbRCE DECREE 

Filed this------ day of 

---------,194-

Register 

r.::n 



vs. 

?2SPOITD:S1IT" 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
1 
j 
' ) 

) 

IJ:-J ?:B CIRCUIT 

70 EOHO?..A3LE F" ~·~ F..f...-"':'{2, JUDGb 0? TIE~ cr::cu:~ COURT OF BLL:iJ-;',:'IH cou:,7rY, 
J:iLJ..-";f;I'J';lA, Il1/ EQUIT~!: 

1.Il1e Com,.ulc~ina:o.t res!)ect:~ully represe1;ts and sho"0.rs u.:nto :rour 3onor 

as follo7JS: 

" .L. 

T:J.at on to-wi-t., October 29, a decree of divorce 7'HS renr'ereC 

by this Honorable Cm=t above st3rle6. cause .. 

2. 

That the saic": decree :;:rov"iOea that the Res,ondent pay to the Cor:-r-

plaina.'1t, the Sl:t.Ii'l of ~~;10 .. 00 per 1,7eek, as permane:r.:.t alimony .. 

;, . 
:2hat the J.es:pondent has faileC., or refused to co::'.ply 7Jitb_ the t:ecree 

of the Court, has .(' . .. .. 
..:. aJ..1.ec to a:::ount as requ::.:r·ec3 thereby .. 

~7I-S?3FO:?.E, t:le premises co1"!.siderec"1 your Cor:-1pLsinant prays that yolJX' 

rionor 1ill issue citation to the ,- es:'.'-OYlf ent, Cly3e 0.e _ Gra.a£', recru5rj_ng nim to 

sf1.01o} cause 17hy ne has not corapliet ":rit:1 i• v.ne iS.ecree of the Co·o.rt .. 

I 

19L;.6 .. 



BERTHA DlcG,\RFF, 
Compln:innnt 

vs 

Respondent 

l·,-,r·v rr ,.c• 
ld-.\.. .,,,:,,..., 

m:Cll.EE OF 'L'Hi': GOU HT, 

Filed 

VIOI,1//ED 
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IN THE 1:1BERTHA deGRAFF, 

[;/ Complainant, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CIRCUIT COURT OF 

ALABAMA. 

BALDWIN COUNTY I 
I' 

I vs. 
[CLYDE deGRAFF, 

i Respondent. 

l 
) 
) 
) 
) 

1/ 

1

1

1

/ TO THE SHER~F OF BALDWIN COUNTY• .ALABAMA: 

IN EQ,UITY. 

ii . -
JI You are hereby commanded to cite Clyde DeGraff 
I 

Ii to be and appear before me at the Courthouse in Bay Minette• 

/I Alabama, on the 4th day of February, 1946, at 2 o'clock P. M. 

Ii to show cause as to why he should not be adjudged in contempt 

!/ to Court and punished accordingly for an alleged violation 

/1 of a decree of this Court made and entered on the 29th day of 

/I OctJOber, 1945. 

1 

.. 1 · .. 

I 

I
I./ sa:i..:d Cly~e .deGraff and make your return on the original order. 

11 ·: ' This 22nd day of-.Tanuary, 19460 

II 
ii 

I 

You will serve a __ copy of this order upon the 

II 

l,I 

II 
II 
11 

11 

II 
I 
I 

I 
I 
11 

,1 
.I 

---·- -····-··--·ii.... . .............. ··········. - -·- . .. . ·--
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' ' OrJJktal / 4-1 Ct_ 

I 

I3ertha \:l.eGraff, 
Complainant, 

~ 

vs~ 
Clyde deGraff 
, Respondent 

CITA'l'ION '.) " 

" 



:::N TB:E CIRCUIT COURT OF B.A.LD7.'IN' 
C OMPLAI}JANT 

COUNTY, .P..Ll..B.Aftlh, IN EQUITY 
VS 

NO. 1416 
CLYDE De GPA FF 

This cause coming on to be heard is subr::d.tted upon the petition 

of the Cor.i.plainant to require tb.e i--'ie sp onde nt to pay alimony accordance Y.ri th 

the decree of this court dated September 29, 1945Q 

Tb.e Court after consiC.ering the :natter, and hea::-ing orally, the 

testir~ony of the Complainant, and the J.<8spondent, is of the opinion that the 

Itespondent has failed to comply with the req_uirerr:.e:..1.ts of the decree of this 

court, and that the Complainant is entitled to relief. 

IT IS TBEREFOP.E ORDEP..ED, ADjUDGED and DECREED, that the F.esponden:t 

forthwith, pay to the Complaina:ct the sw.11 of Sixty (*~60000) Dollars to cover 

alimony in arrearso 

IT IS FJRTMR ORDERED, .ADJDDG-ED and DECMED, that the for:::ier decree 

of the Court requiring the Respondent to pay to the Com.plai;::;,ant the sum of Ten 

($10.00) Dollars per week is m.odified., and the Respondent is :-equired to pay to 

the Complain.ant the sum of Forty ($40.00) Dollars per month, the first pa:ym.ent 

to be made o~ 1fa.rch 1, 1946, and a like paJment; on the same C.ate on each 

succeeding :no:nth thereafter. 

IT IS FURT~BR ORDERED t;hat the Re span.dent pay cost of this cause 

for which execution ~y issue. 

Dated at Bay Minette, Baldwin. County, Ala:Ja.i.ua, this the 5th day 

of February., 1946 o 

Judge. 5 

------~ --------
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EQUITY_(:OST BILL 

The State of Alabama, 
BALDWIN COUNTY 

No. 1416 vs. 

C 1yde ;?e ~-- ta£ ·e 

!s-Ioore Printlni: Co., Ba.y Minette, Aln.. 

CIRCUIT COURT. (Equity) 

Feb• 4th 1946 --~--------'::_.:..:.=:....:=.=.:=:_ ____ Term, 194--

BILL OF COSTS 
-~3:_G_I_ST_ER_·s_~:.1~·-_E_··s _______________ ,11 AMOUNT 

J/',1cs in Circuit Court-
Docketing Cause, Onl' l'\"c only or .....•.•.•...... 1.00 

SHEli.ll"'P'S FICES: 

Summonln;:::: on Bill, Rn.ch Dc,fc1ndn.nt ........ , , ..•• 1.50 

Is;.ulng Summons on Blll. each ................ , .50"' 

Issuing Coples Thereof, each ....... ,,., •........ ,40 

.Eriterlni; Rt-turn ·or Same, en.ch ... · ...••..•..•••.• ,. .15 I· 

01·der1> 01' Publication to Non~Resldcnts, en.ch ..•. 1.00'" 

Flll:1i:;-' Bill o;r Other Paper, e:ich ......••........•.. 10 

Cop:w or Same, Per 100 \\'ordll ....... ; .....••••.• ,15 

Bntering Appc:trn.nccs, each •. , ..... , .. , ••......... !!5• 

, Issuing \Vrits or Injunction, Ne Exe-at, each .•.. 1.:;;o 
Issuln&" Coples Thereof. e::tch .50 

Entering It,:,turn o:C S:i.rne, each •.................. 15 

Decree,; .Pro Confesso, e::tch •••••.......•.......... 1.00• 

Ord ... 1· Appoint1n·g Guardian AU Lltern, each •• , ... l.00* 

Issulng· · Cornln!s:;;iom; to Taltc Testimony, ca.ch .. , •. 50 

'J':d-:.J:ii; T~>;;timony, Per Day ......•.... , .•.........• l.50 

Taking. Testimony, Per 100 words ..•.............. :?O 

ltucelvlng and ·I•'llin·g Depositions. each pkg ......... 10 

Indor,;ln;; Deposition,; Publh,1hed, each plq:::., ....... lo 

AU Entric,; on Comrnhmion Docket, Each Cause., ... 50 

Entering Order Submitting ·Cases :Cor De-cree, each .• Go 

Other ·orders or Court, oach ....•.................. 25 

Notlni; Testimon>" on Hearing- or Cause, -0u.ch ..... _. .50 

Ent,win;.:: Decrees, of 500 \Vords or Less, each ....... , .75 

__ ,Per' 100 ___ )\'.9.':f!l'I ___ oygi: ... 5.~.o '. · .. · .... :.:,::._~_. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • .15 

Taking .Aco::ounis, etc., on Ref., per Day ...•....•. :i.oo• 
Tak!n;;. Tt>st!mony on Rcform,co Helo.ting to 

Tru1c1t<w, etc .. per 100 wordi; ..•. , •.. , •....... · .. 15 

Reforence and Reports, cu.ch .•••..•......... , ... 2.00• 

R<·ports or 500 Words or Less ............. , ........ 2.60 

J?cr 100 \Voras over 500 ............................. 15 

Ts!m!ng- S1;])pocnn.s for ·wu.nesse,s, each ............. 25 

Is:1uin:; "\Vitness Certificates, each ................. . . 25 

All r,:nt:rie1i on Subpoena Docket, each Cause ••••••.•• 50 

'l'al<ln;; and Approvlni::- Bonds, each .......•...... 1.00 

).-!aJ,::inr-: Complete Record, pe:r 100 \Vordi; ........... 16 

Hea:-inr-:, etc., n,•;;:::irdlng Appointment of Re-
C"Ci\'er or Trui-itcc •.•.•.•..•• , ..•.••••.•... , . , :l.OO 

Settlements witl1 Rcccive,r or Trustee. each •..•.... 3.00 

Ex:un1nin;.:: Vouchers ln Settle-ments, each ...... ,, ... 10 

Ex:amln!ng An!lwer;; on Exception:., each .Answer .. 3.00 

Hc1~0\·al Dlsabllitl0i; on Non-Age ................. . 

Comn1li-islon11 on S:i,,lcs ....•.........•... ,., ........ . 

)1:tkln;; De.~ds to Propert)· Sold, each ........... ,; ... 2.00 

Hecclvin;;:: and Pn>·ln;::- Out ::'l!oney Other Than 
'l'hat Arlslnr-: from Sale-1:1 ................. , , •.... 

11 

-,-.. ~'M-ti-ftcn"t,e!'I or-A{-f.Mtt:ld. tH.,.:,-..,•.l.tb.- S<lul.-l'acl'l.-.-~.~~ .• 5()-----'- 1_" . 

Certificates or Affldavlts without Seal, each .....•. 25 

IF:,,ulng- Scire F:~clas or other Notlc,:,, each .........•. SO 

Other Orders of Register, ,:,xcept Cont .. each ....... SO 

F.:ntorln;:.: Ccrtlf!cnte,s of Supreme Court, each ......• SO 

Tri1n~cript for Supreme Court, per 100 words, each .. 16 

A(l1litlonal Copies, p~r 100 words ......... , ....... 06 

Appcnl Bo~1d. en.ch., ••................ , .• , ........ 1,00 _ 

cert!flcato or Appeal, each , ... , ............ , ....... 60 

Notice or Appeal, each .......... . ·" 
Report to State Board of Health, each case .......•. 50 

CerU1'lcate of Judgment, each ..........•........ , .25 

fast:1,lng Executions;, each •.........•. ,., ............ 75 

E2rln.:- Return:, Thereof, ca.ch ...........••...... 16 

....•. ~Clpj,Elll! .. 4~Q."r§le. ............. •'• ........ . 

Total Re;:i~r·s Foci. ........ . 

.. 

,o 

25 

75 

2 )O 

Executing "\Yrlt or Injunction, or Ne Ex:cmt, e-ach .. 1.60 

Exccutin;:::: Subpoonas for "\-Vitnes:.es. each ..•...••• ,., .6t. 

Exccut!n.c: ·writs of Possession, en.ch ................ 5.00 

ExccUtl;g Scire Pii.d:i::i or Notlce, each ............ ·;1;50 · 

Taltlng n.nd .Approving Bonds, each •..•••......•... l.00 

lmpanellni:;- Jury.,, .................................. 7S 

Collcct!ng Execution tor Costs Only, each .....••• l.t.O 

.Sheriff's Commissions ..... , ..•• , .........••.....••... 

Total Sherift'i,1 l<"eeN ........ , .......... _ ..... _. ,, .. . 

SC\OL\.RY OF FEES, COSTS, ~"D J"UDG)I~"T 

}"etlM in Circuit Court-

Rci;-l:.tcr's Fees .......................... , .. · ..... ~ ...... ,,. .,. 

Ex-Rcg!1,1ter's Fees 

Sheriff's Feo:. 

Ex-Sheriff's Fees .................. , ...••• , .••..•.•... 

"\\'J tn ess Fe,:,s 

Cuar<lian Ad Litcm 

· Publhth,:!r's Fees 

so·licltor•H .... Fe,:,1< ........................... ;·~: ..... .-."; 
Court Report<.'r':-1 Foes, Per Dn.y or fraction thereof .5.00 

Trial "1':~x: ........................................... :.l,00 

Fet•s a.nd Costs in Inferior Court: 

Clerk or Inferior Court Fees ................ , , . , ...... . 

Sheriff':; Fl~es 

Wltncii,; FOCH 

Tetu.I F'ee-11 and Co1'4t:. in Inferior Court .................. . 

Total Pees an,l -Co:.t~ ................... ; ............. . 

Judgn1ent ....••.•....••• , ... , , ...... , .......... : .•.•• :.: 

Tot:11 Fec•ii, Coiit:,, and Juds:;-rnPnt ................... , ..•. 
---· .... , .. ,_ -

AMOUNT 

1 

i-
1-. 

0 

s io 

1 I 0 

6. 0 

. 

. 
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I certify that the within is a true and correct Bill of Costs in the within styied cause. 

Register Circuit Court, Baldwin County, Ala. 

Received payment this;-----day of-------- -------194--

,,'~if,, . __ ,,,;;,·----. 
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ATTEST:----------------
Register Circuit Court, Baldwin County, Ala. 
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8581. NOTE OF TESTIMONY 
' - ; . --·· •... ------------ ... ----~ 

BERTEP. de GR/\. FF 

vs. 

CLYDE· de GP.P~FF 

l'rint~·U by The B,d<.lwin Times, Bay Minette. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA 
Baldwin County 

IN EQUITY 
Circuit Court of Baldwin County 

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complaint upon the original Bill of Complaint, -----
~ ··r • .,:, ..;..· R d ..:... m ..:...· f' ..... er..:..h"" o.~'° ,....,..a.P ~,..., a~o.' Ans1rYer a.nu \',a1.ver o.l: .... ne .espon e:::iv, ".Les ... :;.:m.ony o .... n ~ L,,..;-.... ,._, u ..... .:. ....,. 

Mrs .. Nellie de Graff, and Agreement betvreen the ResponO.e:::.t and the Con-

plainant. 

and in behalf of Defendant upon --------------------------

Register. 



THE STATE OF ALABAMA 
Baldwin Countv 

IN EQUITY 
Circuit Court of Baldwin County 

( ' vs . 
. " ·.. ''lt I 

·Q>Z. /\)// tJ.J,·~~·. 

NOTE OF TESTIMONY 

' . .-----
Registe,:: 

Prlnte1l by 'fhc Baldwin Times, nay M!netlt~. 



ORAL DEPOSITION 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 
Baldwin County. } 

Printed bY Tho Baldwin Times, Bay o,l;inette. 

Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama 
(In Equity) 

-------------'"i.cl:.>:,.10c.rn2..' ·.c·'".-''"""-"""'"'·:..' -"-"""'------~Complainant 

vs. 
CLY1)fj de G?Ji...FF ------------'-'==---==-c=='------- Respondent 

Lillian Patterson. I, --==::!::=-::..::.~~:.:.::_ _________________________ _ 

as ~camiXCommissioner 
have called and caused to come before me ___Eer: ~a ,~e (.:.,...gf'f' arid ;·,/:-s .. 1~·e 1 l-ie de Graff, 

witnessfl.lL-named in the Requirement for Oral Examination, on the ..£frthday of Seotember, 

194_5 __ , at the office of __ _:B::;e:.::e:.:b:::e:...:6:., _,1:::ia::1::.1::._ ____ ~----------------

in Ba v Minette , Alabama,' and having first sworn said Witness_e.s_· to speak the 

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said Bertha de Graff· and Mrs· 
We llie de Graff 

-"'-'-,;_:c"-'---------- doth depose and say as follows: 

:rvry l:1..ame is Bertha de Graff. ..L a..':'~ a bona fide resJ.ctent cf BalC.v:::..n County., 
Alabama., and 20 years of age. I have been. such a reside:8.t of' Bald.-:ir:.. Cm;nty., 
Alabama, for the past 10 years. 

The Responden-t: is over 21 years of e.ge anC. a bona fide resident of Baldvvin 
County, Alaba::r,.a. 

The ~1'.espon.dent and I are husband an(L wife, b.av.il:g :rarried at I'Eilton., Florida, 
on 11I8.y 30, 1941 .. -1,·~e lived together as ht:.sband and wife until i:c. 1"Iarch, 1944 .. 
That in March" 1944.:- tD .. s Re_spondent voltt..'1taril:r aba::do:c.ed -IT'..y bed a2.1d board and 
bas remained awa:r vcluntarily'a;:1d continuously sir:ce tbat time., I have during 
that time, lived vrith my Father and ~{other, at Stapleton, AlabaJna. I have 
necessarily haG to depe:td upon my }t/cD.er and :.::ot:1.er for the gre2~ter part of.' m.:,r 
livelihood.. Vie r..ave tvro children, Charles Don:~1.ld de Graff, a2C. Leslie :i":u;ene 
de Graff, ages three a::d one yez~r, respectivel::t• These children have beer:. 1Yith 
me all of' their lives. I am fully capable of "taking care of them .. 

Kellie de Graff being a vritness for t~1e 
deposes and says: 

/ 
Compla:i.:iant:: 'being first ciuly s·,,,-orn 

My na."D.e is Hellie de Graff. I am the L:other of the l'<espondent ill ·Chis cause 4> 

The Respondent and the Co::i.plabant Lave not li~.red together as busDa::d and vrife 
for nore than 1·2 years. The :Lespo1.:Cent Df!.s du:;L1g that time Deen living Yrith 
me. 

,f p ~c;:_.,o/. 
~-· 
V 



-----···-·-···· -

ORAL EXAJ.\ffi',ATION. 

Lillian Patterson d c · · h b tif I, -----------------, as Register an omm1ss10ner ere y cer y 

that the foregoing deposition--&on Oral Examination was taken down by me in writing in the words 

of the witnesse.s-..and read over .to --1~··h~e~=--and the}~ sigr.ed the same in the presence of 

myself __ a_n_a_· _E_·:_._:_,f._._Ha_l_l~,-------- ---------------------

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of personal identity of 

s:crid witness!il--or hadproom made--before me of the identity of said witnes=-c:.; that I am not of 

counsel or of ,kin to any of the parties to sajd ca use, or any manner interested in the result thereof 

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court. 

Given under my hand and seal, this-Zii:tlL-day 194.J2.:..__ 

.. ·----··---·---·····-··-· .. ·"---·- . ---·~-
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COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITIONS lllooro Prh:itli:i.i. Co •• Bs.y lllinotto. A.la.. 

THE ST A TE OF ALABAMA, / 
BALDWIN COUNTY \ Circuit Court 

To Lillian Patterson 

KNO\V YE: That we, having full faith in your prudence and competency, have appointed you 

Commissiou-er·;"·an<l---by- -these,pre:;en ts Go author-ize -;'-Oll ,--at-.-such--tim-e-and --place-as- you may ap-p-o-int,--to--- cal-l-

before you and examine 

Complainant 
as witnesses in behalf of-----------=-------·------- in a cause pending in our 

Circttit Court in Bcdd\vin County, of said State, wherein 

Bertha de Graaf 

Complainant--

and ____________ Clydede DeGra.ai' 

----------------------------------------Respondent 

on oath, to be by you adilliniste:ed, upon 

to take and certify the deposition of the witness and return the samt:! to our Court1 with all convenient 

Witness 
Sept. 

-;,;2~e'!;tha--- day of -----------~9:-4-5 '" '"\ -· \ 

Commissioner's Fee, $----

Witness' Fees, $ -------

\~\11~~"' 
Register 



No.) 1/~ 
THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

Baldwin County 

CIRCUIT COURT 

Defendant-~ 

COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION 

COMMISSIONER: 

WITNESSES: 



STATE OF ALl'.BAMA, 
BALD?ITN cou-::~TY. 

TO P ... :NY SBERIFF OF TEE ST.A.TE OF AL£:3ANLA. GP..EETI:KGS.: 

WE COMi'.'Ll!JJD YOU t]:1at you SUTIImon CLYDE de GP.A.FE' to be and a:s:ipear 
-- .be.f.ore the Judge oi' the Circuit C0r.1rt of :Sz.ldwin Cm:.:rty, Alaba..":lf;,, exercisic.g 

Charrcery Jurisdiction, vrithi~ thirty days after the service of summons, and 
there to plead, ar:swer, or demur, without oath., to a bill of cor:.plaint le.tely 
exhibited by BERTE.~ de GR.A.FF., agai~st tb£ sai~ CLYDE de GP.A.FF, and furtber to 
dio and perform wb ... a:t the said Judge shall order a12d direct in that bebalf :1 and 
this the Respondent shall i::i no "W'ise orr~it U...'1der penalty ·of the la1rY. And we 
further corr..rnand that you return th::.s v;rit vrith prou: execution thereon to ou.r 
saiC. Court immediately upon the execution thereof'. 

?ITTllJ""ESS, R,, S .. DUC:K, Register of saiC Court, this the:;~ day of 
September, 1945. 

hegister 

BERTEfl ... de GR.i;.FF, ) 
) 
) , COlvIPLAilJANT, 

vs. j 
) 

IN TEE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

IN' EQUITY .. 
CLYDE de G RA.FF, \ 

j 

RESPONDEl\lT,, 
) 
) 

TO HON. F .. -{'[,, EA.RE, J'v'"DGE GF' THE Cilt.CJIT COU3T o:? B.f..LD7tIN" cou·:,:rT.:, AilBl+.:JJi.P .. , 
IlJ E~UITY: 

Yom- Complainant, Bertha de Graff, respectfully represents and 

shov;s unto your Honor and this Honorable Court as foll01.:vs: 

1. 

That your Complainant ::.s twenty years of S.[;e, and a bona fide resi-

de!J,t of I?a_ldvvin C_ounty, Alabama, having been such ::-esident fer the past 10 

years; the Respondent is over "b.venty-one yeaTs of age and a bona fide resident 

of :aald'lPrin C OU!lty' Ala ban,.a; 

2. 

That :your Co:nplai!';.ant o.nd the B.espo~clent rr.arried at N~ilto~, !<'lorida, 

on May 30, 1941, and lived together as husband and ·wife until in :Ma::-ch, 1944; 

3. 

T~at i::i March!! 194:4, the Respondent voluntarily abancioned the bed 

and board of the Complainant, and has remained avrn.y voluntarily and continuously 

since that ~~:me; 



4. 

T:12.t there was born to saiC. marriage betvreen yo\.U' Complainant and 

the FLespondent, tvvo cbildren; Charles Donald de Graff, and Leslie Eugene 

de Graff, ages three a!'.ld one. year respectivels~, vvho are now and na~,.re been all 

their lives living with the Complainant, who is a suitable, i'it and proper 

person to haYe their care, custody and control. 

YffJEREFORE, the pre::nises considered., Complainant prays that your 

Honor will by proper process, :make the said Clyde de Graff parcy Respondent to 

this cause of actiotJ., requiri:::.g hii:1 to plead, anmr:er or derr:trr to -iil:1e same 

within the time and under the penalties prescribed by law and the practice of 

this Honorable Court. 

Couplainant further prays that your Bonar will, upon a hearing 

hereof, enter an order and decree, granting to her an absolute decree of 

divorce, forevery barring the bOnds of matrimony existing betvreen her and the 

children; Charles Donald de Graff, and Leslie Eugene de Graff; Complainant prays 

for such other, f\2rther, different, or 

. 
~.e < P.:-----r 

i;eneral re lie?/\ as she :nay 
' a, ?, 

be in e uity 

and good conscience entitled toreceive, e.nd as in dut;y bound she 7till ever pray. 

B:SEBE & J:iALL 

By:~ 
Solicitors for the Co:CT;.plainant. 
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BE:H.TBA de GRAFF, 

C o;JPLAINANT, 

vs. 

CLYDE de Gl\A.T'l', 

HESPOlU)ENT, 

S1J-"ifJ,,iQf,J8 AND C OI:CPLPd.NT, ~ 1'. '~ -" . 



BERTB:8.. de GPAFF., ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IN TEE CIRCUIT C07J?..T OF 
COMPLP ... IllliTT:, 

vs,. 

CLYDE de GRAFF·, 
. IN .. EQUIT:( .. 

?.ESP ONDENT ,. 

And novr c0!:1es the Respondent and accepts service of· the sv.~ons 

and complaint in this ·cause. 

'1''ne ResDo"a·e,.,~ o.·e"' es e~c!: ~....,_c.c 8"''",::,ry alle r-atio~ contai:-.ted in t:0.e - - - .:. ..... .:....V ..... _. -· /..i. - V - _ o 

COmplai::iant' s bill oi.' complaint and demands strict proof of the sa:ne • 

The Respo::..dent vrabres notice of the time o::' taking testimony on 

.. ' l.C'> .r., .i..· " la·~an~-pe na .i. ~""Oi v ne vomp 1 ...... v ~ the rirht to cross Compla.ina."lt 1 s Yritnesses:, 

and agrees t0.at this cause be subr:d.tted f'ort~~vv-ith for final decree vritho~t 

notice .. 

STATE OF AI.AR.A~?:-·~., 
,BALDVITN CODJfi'Y, 

// Respondent;; 

I, B .. 11. Ea.11, a Notary Public, in and for said County, in said 
State, hereby certify that Clyde de Graff, whose name is signed to the 
foregoing ir.strwuent :i and who is k.'10tYn to me, acknovdedged befo::-e me on this 
day that:, being informed of tDe contents of the instrument, he executed the 
sarr,~ voluntarily on the day the sa~e bears date. 

1945. 
Given under mr nanc. and seal on this the 26th day of' September, 

jotary .Public:, Baldv,S.n Com:ty, Ala. 

.. ,. _______ _ 



BEH1'HA de GRAl'F, 

GOlJl'LAIHA!l'!', 

vs. 

CLYDg de GllAFP, 

I 
;i\·t\i 

'""'''/El' AND Y/AIVJER, Ji.,l.'P..)1 -I \. 



BERTHA de GF .. 4..FF, 
IiT T:E-3 CIRC'UIT COt"'?..T OY' 

C0;;1PL£i.I1TA1~T, 

vs. 

CLYDE de GLAF·F, 

RESP mJDElJT • 

·,TrJ:EP.E.? ... S, the parties hereto are husba:::id end wife and fi.S..ve come 

to the conclusion that it is impossible for ·:;hem. to live together as husband 

and wife; and 

~VliEP.38.S they have two crlild:ren, Charles Donald de Graff a!'!d Leslie 

Eu;ene de Graff, ages three and or:.e respecti·.rel;y; ar..d 

VJF.EP..EA.S: they have reached a full and co::nplete ag!"eenent as to the 

custody of the ch.ilciren anC. as to alimony to ·oe paid by the .::i.8spor,,dent to the 

Complainant for maintenance a:'.ld st~pport oi' herself' anC. c 1-.Qldren .. 

i:orr TEE:F:.EFOR.E TfilSE PRESE}TTS ',NIT}r;~SSETE: 

Tt,at the Complainant shall have t·ne custody, care an.C. control of 

the said children, and. the Respondent 1Yill pa:y- to the Co::nplainar..t for her, 

support and the support of ths children as pernane:c.t alimony the swn of 

~~10 .00 per l!teek, the first payrnerrt to be rrado as of' Saturday, Septe1-:iber 29th, 

1945, and a like pay.ner::.t oi:. tb.e s2.:m.e na~r of each and every i11eek tnereafter, 

provided however, that if the Complainant shall she im;.;1ediately 

forfeits b..er right to any support: or the cu:stoC.y of the cl:.ilC.ren, however, 

this sh.all in no 11tise affect the Les;ior:dentr s responsibility to support the 

1 • ., ' cn.J...La.ren. 

IN ".7J:T£IBS~ 1mEREOF, they :n.s:ve hereunto set their fl.ands and seals 

on .:chis the 26th day of September:, 1945. 

--



STATE OF ALi.,Bl!Jir.A, 
BA.LD~,"'IIN C O"Jl(TY,, 

State,. 
I, E. .. J\:!,. Eall, a Kotary 

hereby certify that Clyde de 
Public, 
Graff, and 

and for said Count:,r, in said 
Be:::-t.ha de Graff, husband and 

wife, ·w·hose names are signed. to the foregoing i::str·, .. urent, a:1.d who are kr..01".'Y.!. 

t-o-·me, acknmvledged heTbre me 9n trlis d&~~ that, being informed of' the con
tents. of the instrument, they executed the SanJJ3 v-oluntaril:~- on the day the 
sane bears date* 

} .. nd I do fcrther certif';.r that on the 26th 6a:v of SeptemOer, 1945, 
came before me the Vli thin named Bertha de Graff, kncvrn to me to -be the Viife 
of the within nar.:ed Clyde de Graff, and v.rho being exa!ni::eC. separate and apart 
from her husband, touching her signature to the v,-ithl.n inistrwuent, aclmowledged 
that sr'...e signed tbe same of her own free will and accord and v-rithout fear, 
constraint or tbreats o:'.l the part of her husband" 

Given under my band 8..i."ld seal on this the 26th day of September, 
1945. 

1Jotary Pl.4blic, Baldwfun Cc;iunty, Ala. 
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C Q;lPLADlAWr, 

vs. 

CLYDE de GRAFF, 

11.BSPONDENT, 


