N bee -
W fffi/'ﬂ{" i
. G Jiy e
)
CLARA BAKER, ) IN THE
)
COMPLAINANT, )} CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
)
VS. ) ALABAMA. 1IN EQUITY.
)
MARY ANNA WILLIAMS AND )] NO 4782
JOHN EDWARD JAMES, )
)
RESPONDENTS. )
)
)

MR. C. H. BRYARS, A WITNESS FOR THE COMPLAINANT, BEING FIRST

PULY SWORN,

TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

Examination by Mr. Owen.

Q. 1Is this Mr. C. H. Bryars?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Where do you live, Mr. Bryars?
A. Stockton.

3J-

A. Yes sir.

Do you know Clara Baker, the Complainant in this case?

Q. Did you know Reuben

Baker during his life time? - Her

husband?

All of his life.

Q. Do you know yhere he lived say during the last 30 years of
his life?

A. Yes,

(. Where was that?

A. He lived on a little piece of land -- Ned Baker, I believe ha

40 acres of land and Reuben built a house on that particular

acres of land - his father's land.

Q. Do you know when he built that house? -~ About when?

d

Not exactly; I think they built that house about the time =
just about the time of his marriage.

Q. 1In your best judgment, how long ago was that?
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A.

Oh it was, I believe he married before I did and I have

been married 36 years.

Q. Did Reuben and his wife, Clara Baker, continue to live on

» oo o o oo

that parcel of land until he died?
Yes sir.
Did Clara Baker continue to live there for sometime after
Reuben died?
I remember she lived there for a while; somebody told me
that she had moved; I don't know whether she lives there
now or not.
Does this property join property you own?
Yes sir.
You have known it for many years?
Yes sir.
Is there a house situmated on the property now?
I don't suppose they have torn the house down; there were
pecan trees and a house there, but I have not been there
for some time.
If this property belonged to joint owners, could it be
equitably divided among them? -- Could you give one
one-fourth of the land and another one-half?
I think it would be pretty hard to do, because several
of the heirs have built homes there.
On this particular 20 acres of land are there any
other houses there besides Clara Bazker's house?
I don't think so.
Do you know of anybody claiming any title te this particula
20 acres parcel of land -? Now 19 acres, or any part of
it other than Clara Baker and Reuben Baker in the last
20 years?
Well Johnnie Baker's wife called me up -~ I don't know - nearly

10 years ago wanting to sell me her interest in the estate
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land.
Q. In the 19 acre parcel?
A. The estate land, and I told him that I didn't know whether
I would be interested or not and I saw Reuben and he
said thathe had a tax title to the land and had also bought
some of the heirs out.
THE COURT: When was that?
WITNESS: Around 10 years ago.
Q. 1Is Johnnie Baker's widow dead now?

A. Yes sir.

ON CROSS EXAMINATION OF THIS WITNESS, SHE TESTIFIED:

Examination by Mr. Stone, Guardian ad Litem for John Edward
James.

Q. Mr. Bryars, you spoke of Reuben owning 40 acres --

A ~- No, Ned Baker; Reuben was one of four children.

Q. Ned Baker had 40 acres?

A. Yes sir.

Q. And Reuben was one of 4 children?

A.  Yes sir.

Q. Do you know whether the heirs of Ned Baker ever divided
this property or agreed to divide it into 10 acreg parcels?

A. I heard they did and I have a vague recollection of a
survey, but to say they did, I don't know.

Q.- From whom did you get your information?

A. Might have been some of them that worked for me that lived
on the place - I think thet is the informatiom.

Q. There were four children and a 40 acre tract of land and
each would have 10 acres?

Yes sir. It foined my land and I had cause to see about a
corner and that's when I heard about the division.

There were several houses built there?

» oo p

Yes sir, several.
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How many?

I don't know; several torn down and rotted down.
Were there four houses built?

As many as four.

Each on separate 10 acres parcels?

I could not say whether Johnnie's was on 10 acres.
You referred to it as Reuben's piece, and Johnnie's piece
and the other children's piece?

I never ref erred to it as that; I referred to it as
Ned Baker's land.
Did you ever hear them refer to it as Reuben's piece,

Johnnie's piece, etc?

. Reuben told me he bought it in at tax title and said he

owned a half interest?
That was Reuben that told you that?
Yes sir.
When was that?
Way back; he told me about it when I asked him about Johnnie's
wife having an interest in it.
Do you know who the children of Ned Baker were?
Yes sir,
Who were they?
He had one daughter named Jennie V --
What was her last name?
She married a Williamss - Martin Williams.
Who else?
Johnnie Baker.

Who else?
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Q.

A.

Q.
A.

Jim Baker and Reuben Baker.

Now i1s Ned Baker's wife still living?

She has been dead many years.

Do you know whether Ned had a will?

No, I do mot know.

When did Ned died

I don't know; I expect he has been dead close to 30 years.
Now is Jennie still living?

No.
Do you know her children?

Yes sir.

Who are they?

She married Martin Williams and I believe one was named
Little Martin -- they moved off - I would know them if
I heard their names called, but they have been away so
long that I just don't remember.

Is Junior Williams a soné of Jemmie?

Yes sir, he was the oldest omne.

Elouise Stevens -~ is she a daughter of Jennie?

Yes, I know she is.

Elouise, Martin and Junior - that's three - What about
Closelle Smith?

She was one; she wasn't Martin's daughter, but Jemnie's
daughter - I could be mistaken.

How about Johnnie, is he living? -- Johnnie Baker, Ned's son?
No he has been dead.
Did he die around 1930 or 19337

I don't know; Jim was working for me when he died; he
died about '27, I think.

Do you think Johnnie died after Jim?

I think Johnnie died first.
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Q. Tell me this: Is Jennie's husband still living? Martin?

A. Yes, Martin Williams is still living.

Q. But Jennie is dead?

A. Yes sir.

Q. All right, Johnnie Baker, do you know who his children
were?

A

. I would not say all of them, no.

Q. How about James Baker, was he a son?

A. No he was Jim's son.

Q. Was Mary Amna Williams a daughter of Johnnie?

A. I am not sure; I wouldn't say positively; there were two
or three girls --

Q. Do you know Jim's children?

I know most of them--

Jim is dead?

Yes sir.

Is his wife living?

No.

A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A,
Q. James R. Baker 1s a son and living in Stockton?
A. Yes sir, he lives on the old place.

Q. Do you remember a daughter named Menerva York?

A. I believe that is her name.

Q. Flora Lee?

A. I know her.

Q. Flora Lee and Menerva were daughters of Jim Baker?

A. Yes sir, I know they were his daughters.
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That is Flora Lee Earle -- Do you know her married name?
No sir -- one of them married a York.

Menerva York?

Yes sir.

Do you know Ocie Fields?
That is one of Jim Baker's daughters.

So he had three daughters and one son?

I know Flora and Ocie Lee are his daughter, but Menerva, I
don't know.

If her name was Menerva York you would say that was also
a daughter?

Yes sir.

You don’'t know Mary Anna Williams, do you?

I would not recognize her today; I used to know them

all.
Do you know John Edward James?

No, I don't know whether I ever knew him or not.

Did you know Lucille James?

I believe that was Johnnie's wife, wasn't it? I believe
her name was Lucille.

Wasn't Lucille a daughter of Johnnie Baker?

She could be; I am not sure; I used to see them and know
them; I knew his wife when married; she was Charlie White-
man's daughter,

Did Reuben have any children?

None.

His widow is Clara Baker, who is here this morning?

Yes sir.

Now what type land is this 40 acres, Mr. Bryars?
The oldz%d Baker Tract?

Yes.
(page 7)




A. Sandy land - I guess a part of it is suitable for

cultivation; there is a pond and a f£ield and on the

back side it is rough land.
Q. Cleared?
A. The back side couldn't be cleared.
Q. How many acres are cleared?
A. Must have been in time around 20 acres.
Q. That was in and around -- You say there is a bottom or

hollow there and rough land on the other side?
A. I believe that is right; there was an old field there

before Ned Baker ever moved there.

MR. OWENS: I want to introduce as Complainants'

Exhibit 1 the Deed from Jennie V. Williams, Martin Williams,
her husband, James R. Bager, and Annie M. Baker, his wife; Manervi
York and Walter York, her husband, Flora Lee Powell and
Harry Powell, her husband, Ocie Fields and John M. Fields, her
husband, to Reuben Baker, which deed is dated the 24th day
of July, 1947 and recorded in Deed Book 135 N. S. pages 303-305,
Baldwin County, Alabama Records, as Complainantk exhibit 1.

CLARA BAKER, THE COMPLAINANT, BEING FIRST DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED

Examination by Mr. Owen.

Q. 1Is this Clara Baker?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Are you the widow of Reuben Baker?

A. T am.

Q. When did he die?

A. May 29, 1958.

MR, OWEN: We introduce, as Complainant's Exhibit 2, amended
Report of the Commissioners in the estate of Reuben Baker,

deceased, and decree confirming report of commissioners, which

is Dated February 17, 1959, setting aside this property as

a homestead -~

=3
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THE COURT: This particular property -- 19

acres?

MR. OWEN: Yes.

MR. STONE: We object, because it has not been

proven tha t Reuben Baker owned the fee simple title to that

land; he only owned an undivided 3/4 interest at the time of

his death and that the decree is void and of no force and

effect.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q-
A.
Q.

A.

Clara, how long have you known this property that is describ-
ed in this complaint here?

I married in 1918 - since then.

Where did you live right after you got married?

I lived with his mother.

Was that on this property?

Yes sir.
Did you and Reuben Baker build a dwelling house on this
particular property?

Yes sir, we did.

When did you do that?

Lawyer Owen, I could not tell you the date.

In your best judgment about how long ago?

I guess 39 or 40 years ago.

Did you live on that property until Reuben Baker died?

Yes sir.
Did Reuben Baker claim to own this property during his life
time?
Yes sir.

Did he assess it and pay taxes on it?

Yes sir; he pald taxes on it as long as he lived and after
his mother died.

When did his mother die?

March 17, 1934, {(page 9>




Q. And after that time did the children of Ned Baker partition
or divide this 40acres parcel among themselves?

A. After Myxhwshamx Miss Lou Baker died, well Reuben paid on
the place - this 20 acres, well after Johnnie died - he
didn't pay taxes and his wife didn't and Reuben, he kept up
the taxes wntil he died and after he died I have been keep-
ing them up myself.

Q. When did Johnnie Baker die?

A. December 3, 1934.

Q. Johnnie Baker?

A. Yes sir.

Q. And Did Reuben Baker then claim the property that is
described in this complaint until he died?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Did he later get a deed from some of the heirs to this
property in 19477

A. He went to Mr. Crosby; it was a tax sale and Mr. Dougal

Crosby bought it in and he got it from Mr. Crosby.

Did he get a deed from him?

Mr. Dougal Crosby?

Yes?

It seems like he did.

Vol S < B S

After Reuben Baker died, did you continue in possession
of this property?

A. Yes sir.

Q. For the last 20 years did you and Reuben Baker claim to
own this property, and were you in the actual possession
of it, claiming to own it, and paying taxes omn it for the
last 20 years?

A. Yes sir.
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Q. Has any other person made any claim to this property or
any part of it other than you and Reuben Baker in the last
20 years?

A. Not that I know cof.

Q. Has anybody had ary possession of the property other than
you and Reuben Baker in the last 20 years?

A. No sir.

Q. Anybody lived on it?

A. No sir.

Q. Anybody cultivated or lived on it other than you and

Reuben Baker for over 20 years?

A. No sir.

Q. You all claimed to own this property as your own property?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Do you know John Edward James, do you not?

A. Yes sir.

Q. When was the last time you saw him?

A. Di.ectly after Reuben died; they wrote for him and he came
home.

Q. Did he come home at that time?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Was he making any claim to any of that propetty at that
time?

A. Yes sir, he came and asked me about it.

Q. What did you tell him?

A. "I don't see how you could claim anything; you had not
paid no taxes on it; his mother paid and I been paying”

Q. Before that how long had it been since you saw him?

A. I don't know.

Q. Was he here any time during the 1940's?

A. I don't remember.

(page 11)




e

e

> O

Q.

A

ON CROSS £XAMINATION OF THIS WIINESS,

Was he here any time during the 1930's, if you remember?
I don't remember.

How old is he?

My recollection, John Edward ought to be 30, 35 Vor 40
years old.

How o¢ld is Mary Amnnie Williams?

40 or 42.

SHE TE STIFIED AS FOLLOWS

Examination by Mr. Stone, QGuardian Ad Litem.

Q.

S N

Clara, in 1947 Reuben knew that he didn't own this land,
didn't he?

477

Yes, when you got the deed from the other folks?

I don't know; I asked him and he said they ain't paid no
taxes and he bought it in so I didn't know.

Reuben did go get a deed from the other heirs of Néd
Baker, except Mary Annie and John Edward?

They had the land run off after his sister's health began
to get bad; she wanted her part,

Who is his sister?

Jennie V Williams; she wantedher land run off, so the
children would know their homestead and he did and all
of them got a deed.

Did Reuben give Jennie V. a deed to her 10 acres?

Yes sir.

Did Reuben give Jim Baker a deed?

Yes sir.

And they gave a deed back to Reuben for his 10 acres?
Yes sir.

Did Reuben give Johmnnie Baker ‘s children a deed?
(page 12)
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No sir, Reuben had a deed for thewhole thing; he had sold
one acre.
Did Johnnie'Baker's heirs given Reuben a deed?
No sir.
There was 40 acres?
Yes sir.
And 4 children?
Yes sir.
Is the house on the Johnnie Baker or the Reuben Baker 207
Reuben Baker's.
Who lives on the Johnnie Baker's 207
Nebody.
This place where you and Reuben lived is the 20 acres he was
supposed to get?
10 acres he was supposed to get from his daddy--
The 10 acres that he got from his Daddy's estate?
Yes sir.
He got his 10 acres and he gave a deed to Jim Baker's
children for their 10 acres?
Yes sir.
And he gave a deed to Jennie V. Williams and Martin for
their 10 acres?
Yes sir.
He didn't give one to Johnnie Bagker?
No sir, they was never here.
Did Johnnie Baker's children ever given Reuben Baker a
deed?

No sir.
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Q. To your knowledge, Reuben never gave them a deed?

A. No sir.

Q.In 1949, some 14 years ago 1s when they gave the deeds?

A. Yes sir.

Q. In 1958 John Edward was here and told you that he still
claimed an interest in Ned Baker's land?

A. He wanted to know did he, and I said: "How could you

when you ain't paid no tages”

He indicated to you that he owned an interest in the lands?

Yes sir.

That was in 19587

I don't know.

You said he came here right after Reuben died?

Yes sir, we ~-- when they wrote him.

That was right along in that time?

When they set the trial the first time.

o r o B o B o PO

Now to your knowiedge, Clara, did Reuben ever notify
John Edward James that he was claiming this 10 acres
as his own?

A. No, she his mother was living.

Q. Did he ever tell John Edward James' mother, or did he
ever tell Johmnnie Baker, that he was claiming this 10
acres and he didn't have any interest?

He couldn't tell him --

Did Johnnie die before Reuben?

Yes sir.

A
Q
A
Q. Did he ever tell the children?
A. Yes sir.

Q
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L don't know, pyt they knowed it; they knowed they had some

land, but made no effort to do anything about it.
They knew the§ had some land?

Yes sir.

Johnnie Baker died before Reuben?

Yes sir.

You testirfied that he died in 1937, didn't you?
Johnnie died December 3, 1934.

Was his wife living when he died?

Sure.

What was her name?
Bessie Baker.

Is she living or dead now?

She is dead; she married again after Johnnie died.
She is dead now? .

Yes sir.

Now how many children did Johnnie have?

Two .

Who were they?

Mary Anna Williams and Lucille James.

Mary Amna Williams and Lucille James?

Yes sir.

Is Mary Anmna Williams living?

Yes sir, the last time I heard from her she was Living.

Is Lucille James Living?

No sir.
When did she die?

She died before Reuben.

She died before her uncle died?
Yes sir,

She died before 19587
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Q
A.

Yes sir.
Is her husband still living?

No sir.

Q. When did he die?

poo o> o

A.

=0 b o b

A long time before my husband died.
Died before Lucille?

Yes sir.

Now how many children did Lucillé have?
One.
Who was that?

John Edward James.

One child, John Edward James?

Yes sir,
Tha; is the one in military service that we have been talking
about?

That is him.

EXAMINATIONBY THE COURT:

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A.
Q
A
Q
A
Q

Clara, when did you first move on this land?
1918. I married Reuben on November 18, 1918.
During the war?

Yes sir.

Did you move oh this land?

Yes sir,

You have lived there ever since?

Yes sir, until he died.

You are not living there now?

No sir.

You were living there at the time this land was set
aside as a homestead?

Yes sir.

When was thag?
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A. February 17, 1959.

Q. Whe is living there now?

A. DNo one.

Q. Who is in possession of the land?
A, I am.

Q. What are you doing with it?

A Nothing but pa&ingthe taxes.

EXAMINATION BY MR. STCNE:

Q. Do you farm it?

A. Jennie V's son, he had some children and he asked did kim
I mind him farming it and I told him I didn't if they kept
it up.

Q. Who is that?

A Martin Williams.

ON RE-DIRECT EXAMINAYICON BY MR. OWEN:

Q. There are no other suits pending to test the title to this
property, 1s there?

A. That is ali.

LESLIE SMITH, BEING FIRST DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED FOR THE COMPLAINANT

AS FOLLOWS:

Examination by Mr. Owen.

Q. Is this Leslie Smith?

A Yes sir.

Q. You're a brother of Clara Baker?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Do you know where the property 1is that is described in this
complaint?

A. Yes sir.
How long have you know this property?

A. I have been knowing that since my sister marrvied.
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Q. And do you know whether or not your sister, Clara, and
Reuhen Baker, ever lived on this property?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Do you know when they moved on it?

A. Yes sir.

Q. About when was that, in your best knowledge?

A. TFer as I know about 15 or 18 years ago.

Q. Was it right after she got married?

A. Yes sir, I remember when he came out of service, they
married.

Q. How long did they live there?

A. All of their days.

Q. Does Clara still live there?

A. No sir.

Q. When did she move away?

A. I don't know exactly when.

Q. Two or three years ago?

A. I Don't know whether it has been that long or not.

ON CROSS EXAMINATION OF THIS WITNESS, HE TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

Examination by Mr. Stone.

Q. Leslie, was the house torn down that she lived in?

A. VWhat house?

&. The house Reuben and Clara lived in?

A When she moved from there she tore the house down.

Q. No house on the property now?

A. No sir.

Q. Did Jennie have a house there?

A. Yes sir.

Q. It was on this same pilece that Ned Baker used to own?
A. Yes sir, it is there.
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Did Jim Baker or his children have a house there?

T remember when Jim Baker had a house on the property,
but it burnt down.

Whose house burned down?

Johnnie's house burnt down.

Was Johmnie living in it at the time?

No sir.

His house was on another 10 acres out there, wasn't it?
That same tract -- the same 40 acres.

Did Jim Baker have a house there?

Yes sir.

Is his house still there?

It is stiil tere

Wwho is living in that house?

James Austin.

1t is on this 40 acres that Ned Baker owmed?

Yes sir.

This house that Reuben and your sister, Clara, lived in
was on the 40 acres that Ned Baker owned?

Yes sir.

-u-_.__———-—__-——--n.—_-——_q-
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and
correct transcript of the testimony taken by me in open Court,
in the above styled cause.

This 12th day of December, 1961l.
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The State of Alabama,

PROBATE COURT

Baldwin County.

I, W. R. STUART, Judge of Probate Court in and for said State and County, hereby certify
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The State of Alabama,

Baldwin County.

PROBATE COURT

I, W. R. STUART, Judge of Probate Court in and for said State and County, hereby certify
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Estate of Reuben Baker, Deceased,
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SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT

MQORE PRINTING COMPANY = BAY MINITTE, ALA.

Circuit Court, Baldwi '
The State of Alabama, ircuit Courf, Baldwin County

Baldwin County.

_______________________ TERM, 15..__

TO ANY SHERIFF OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA

Vou Are Commanded to Summon Aery &nn Williems snd John Sdward Jones

to appear and plead, answer or demur, within thirty days from the é.&rvic.e.]iereof,' to the complaint filed in

the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, State of Alabama, at Bay Minette, against - ______ . ____

____________________________________________________________________________________ , Plaintiff.. ..
Witness my hand this“-}_g ______________ day of‘_..-_N_?Y__/j ______________ 19:5_9__
______ L 4 : -_715;__‘.../ __/./(le‘dc.ﬁ"-,Cierk
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Summons and Complamt

-
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Recewed In Offlce

Sheriff,”

I have execited thig summons




?}twenty~one years, a non-resident of the State of Alabama, and his

| and a bona fide resident citizen of Baldwin County, Alabama.

| twenty-one years, a non-resident of the State of Alabama, and her

| place of residence is Detroit, Michigan.

| address and place of residence is unknown.

CLARA BAKER
, ? IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant,

vs. BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

MARY ANNA WILLIAMS and

JOHN EDWARD JONES, IN EQUITY.

Respondents.

Bz »azpr Er=o] Ty o L)

PO THE HONORABLE HUBERT M, HALL, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA, SITTING IN EQUITY:

Your Complainant, Clara Baker, files this, her Bill of
Complaint, against Mary Anna Williams and John Edward Jones, and
respectfully shows unto the Court and your Honor as follows:

1. TYour Complainant is over the age of twenty-one years

The Respondent Mary Anna Williams is over the age of

The Respondent, John Edward Jones, is over the age of

Complainant avers that she has made reasonable efforts
to ascertain the post office addresses of each of the two Respon-
dents and has been unable to obtain these addresses but that she
will furnish them after they are obbtained.

2. TYour Complainant is the owner of the following tract
of land which iIs situated in Baldwin County, Alabama, to--wit:

From the Southeast corner of the Joseph Stiggins
Grant, Section 45, Township 1 Nerth, Range 2 East,
run South 84 degrees 10 minutes West 2198 feet and
North 250 feet for a point of place of beginning:
run thence North 653.2 feet to a point; run thence
West 1337.4 feet to a point: run thence Soubh 653.2
feet To a point; run thence East 1337.L feet to the
peint or place of beginning, containing 20 acres,
more or less, and lying in Joseph Stiggins Grant
Section 45, Township 1 North, Range 2 East, EXCEPT-
ING THEREFROM, a parcel of land 205 feet sguare in
the Northeast corner thereof.

3. That the said Respondents claim or are reputed to clair
some right, title, interest in or encumbrance upcn the above de-

scribed property.
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h. No suit is pending to enforce or test the validity of
such title, claim or encumbrance.

5. That if the Respondents do own any title or have any
right to any of the above described property, it is impossible to
equitably divide the said property among the various owners tThereoi

WHERZFORE, Complainant prays that the process of this court
will issue to Mary Anna Williams and John Edward Jones, as required
by iaw, requiring each of said respondents to appear and plead,
answer or demur to this Bill of Complaint within the time required
by law, or in defauit théreof, a decree pro confesso be rendered
against them.

Complainant further prays that on a hearing of this cause,
that the said Respondents be required to set forth and specify
their title, claim, interest in or encumbrance upon said lands and
how and by what instrument the same is derived and created; that
yvour Honor will by decree determine such title, claim, inbterest in
or encumbrance and will, by said decree, vest the title to the abov
described lands in your Compilainant; that if this Honorable Court -
should determine that the Respondents own an interest in the above
described property, then that the court determine the interest of
each of the said parties, and that an order be entered showing that
said property cannot be divided among the several owners and orders
ing said property to be sold by the Register of this court and thal
following said sale, a confirmation be made by this court, if
proper, and conveyance issued to the purchaser, and the proceeds
of said sale be applied to the payment of a reasonable sclicitor's

fee for Complainant®s solicitor &s a proper charge against the pro-

o

ceeds of said sale,‘derived from the work on behalf of all owners,
that a reasonable charged be allowed as a part of the costs of the
court and after the payment of the proper costs of court and other
charges, the proceeds be divided among the several owners in

accordance with the shares and interest established by the pleading
and evidence. Complainant further prays for such other or further
relief be granted to the Complainant as may be just and proper,ibe

premises considered.

D < &2

Solicitor for the Complainan®.
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1in the above styled cause, that she has read over the above Bill

lof facts comtained therein are true.

ioworn to and subscribed before

lme on this the ;567¢iifday of

iNovember, i959.

|STATE OF ALABAMA )

aba
-

|BALDWIN COUNTY )

Before me, the undersigned authority, perscnally appeared
|Clara Baker, who is known to me, and who by me being first duly

iand legally sworn, deposes and says: That she is the Complainant

lof Complaint, knows the contents thereof, and that the statement

Clzi 3200

Complainant,

(oo, TN 200)

Notary Public, Baldwin County, Ala.




CLARA BAKER,
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Complainant, THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

it e S B R b B e B e Nt

VS. BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
MARY ANNA WILLIAMS and JOHEF IN EQUITY NO. 4782
EDWARD JONES,
Hespondents.
CRDER OF PUBLICATION
In this cause, it appearing tc the Register from the

affidavit of Clara Baker, the Complainant, that the residence

-

and post office address of the Respondent, John Bdward Jones, are

f sald affidavit, said

O

I unknown and further that in the helief
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Respondent, John Edward Jones, is over age o

It

e

s, therefore, ordered by the Register that publica-

[9e

ion be made once a week for four consecutive weeks, in the Baldwii
Times, a newspaper published in Baldwin County, &labama, reguiring
the sald John Edward Jones to plead, answer or demur to the Bill
of Complaint in this cause by the 10th day of Avril, 1961, or, in
default thereof, thirty days thereafter a decree pro confesso may
be taken against said Respondent.

ORDERED this _4/ day of March, 1961.

\;iggister

James R. Qwen,
Solicitor For Complainant
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| EDWARD JONES,

| CLARA BAKER,

i ovs.

Complainant, IN THE CIRCUIT CQURT OF

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

MARY ANNA WILLIAMS and JOHN IN EQUITY NO. 4782

e R B Mo Wy ¥ Brirs Bt Y o S Bt

Respondents.
AMENDMENT
Now comes the Complainant, by her Solicitor, and amends
the complaint heretofore filed in this cause by changing the
spelling of the name of the Respondent, John Edward Jones, %o

"John Edward James", which is the correct name of the Respondent.

=D

~__Solycitor for Compiginaﬁf




VS

MARY ANNA WILLIAMS and JCOHN
EDWARD JAMES,

R o L N S NP A Y

Resrondents.

MOTION FOR DECREE PRO CONFESSO

'U

Now comes the Complainant in the above styled cause and

shows unto the Register that a summons directed %o the Respondents

Mary inna Williams and John Edward James, together with a copy of
the bill of complaint in %this cause was issued and forwardsd b
P ¥

egistered mail

L=

o said Respondents at their place of regidence,

1

t
as shown by the bill of complaint and the amendment thereto. The

N

postage on said letters was prepaid and the same marked
delivery only to the person to whom addressed", and return receipt
demanded., Said demanded return receipt bearing the signature

Mary Williams, was duly received and filed for record in this caus

on the 18th day of February, 1960, and another szid demanded retun

recelpt bearing the signature, John E. Jame 25, was duly received
and filed for record in this cause on the 6th day of April, 1981,

and the said Respondents have to the date hereo? failed to rlead,
answer or demur to the bill of complaint, all of which appears of
record in this cause.

nant moves that a decree pro confesso
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be entered against each of the said Respondents.

-

day of June, 1941.
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itor for Cemplainant
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CLARA BLKER,
Complainant, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
7S,

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

MARY ANNA WILLIAMS and JOHY
EDWARD JAMES,

IN BEQUITY NC. 4782

e S VL SIS L AL S LS

Respondents.

DECREZ PRC CONFESSO

g

In this cause, it being made to appear to the Court by

the allegations of the bill of complaint and the amendments theretb,
that the Respondents are nonresidents of the State of Alabama and

) 1

the original bill of complaint in this cause,

iy

that & copy o

-

1er with 2 summeons to znswer said bill wisl

by
[N

o

toget n thirty days froh

the service thereof, was issued and forwarded by registered mail
to the sald Respondents at their places of residence as shown by

the ®ill of complaint and the amendment thereto and that ths said

- - .

Respondent, Mery &Ann Williams, received the same in person on the

15th day of February, 1960, as shown by the return receipt received

of Februery, 1960, and thalt

-~

and filed in this cause on the 18th dax

the Respondent, John Edward James, received the same in perscn on

the 3rd day of April, 1961, as shown by the return receipt receive

1o

and filed in this cause on the &th day of April, 1981, and the
Respondents having failed to plead, answer or demur o the bill of
complaint to the date hereof; it is now, therefore, on motion of

Cemplainantts solicitor, ordered and decreed that the said bill of
complaint in this cause be, and it herseby is, in all things taken

as confessed against the szid Respondents and each of them.

WITNESS my hend this 12 92 day of June, 1961,




CLARL BAKER,

Complainant,

vS.
MARY ANNA WILLIAMS and JOHN
EDWARD JAMES,

Respondents.,

Now comes the Complainant, by her Sclicitor, and shows

unto the Court that each of the Respondents named

b

complaint

to be taken against them,

WHEREFORE, Complainant pravs that the Court

and enter
appeinting a guardian ad

kdward James, who is in the [

4

and prescribing the method of

Y .
DATED this Z.8  day of June, 1

iled in this cause have suffered a decres

& proper order or decree
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ain

the bill

pro confesso

will make
cause for hearing,
Respondent, John
the United States,
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taking the testimony in this cause.
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SXNicitor for Complainant
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CLARA BAKER,
Complainant, IN THE
vS. CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

MARY ANNA WILLIAMS AND ALABAMA. IN EQUITY
JOHN EDWARD JAMES,
NO. 4782

Respondents.

VVV\JVVV\JV\/\JVV

ANSWER

Comes now Norborme C. Stome, Jr., 2 Guardian ad
Litem for John Edward Jjames, one of the Respondents in the
above styled cause, and without waiving any rights to which
said Respondent might be entitled under the Soldier’s and
Sailor's Civil Relief Act, for amswer Lo the bill of complaint
heretofore filed against said Respondent says, separately and
severally as follows:

1. That he denies all of the allegations of said
bill of complaint as amended, and demands strict proof thereof.

2. TFor further answer LO said amendéd Dbill
of com plaint Norborne C. Stone, Jr. as Guardian ad Litem afore-
said, alleges that at the time of his death Reuben Baker was
the owner of an undivided three-fourths interest in and to the
property described in paragraph two of the amended bill of
complaint, having acquired an undivided one-fourth interest
rherein under the laws of descent and distribution from his
father, Ned Baker, deceased, and an undivided one-half interest
therein under and by virtue of that certain deed dated July 14,
1947, from Jennie Williams, et al, which deed is recorded
in the office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama,
in Deed Book 135 N. S. page 303; that Mary Anna Williams is now
the owner of an undivided one-eighth interest in said property,

having acquired said interes t under the laws of descent




and distribution from her father, Ned Baker; that John Edward
James is now the owner of an undivided one-eighth interest in
said property as the only child of Lucille James, deceased, who
was a sister of the said Mary Anna Williams, and a daughter of
the said.Johnnie Baker; that the said Reuben Baker, Mary Anna
Williams and John Edward James, were, at the time of the death
of Reuben Baker, on May 29, 1958, joint owners and tenants in
common of the property described in the amended biil of
complaint.

WHEREFORE, Norborme C. Stone, Jr., as Guardian
ad Litem
taken as a cross bill and that !

b 3 o b N T b - R 19 s - . | X — A . Trr T T L.
pe desresd Lo pa Ln Johm Edward James and Mas S R Ee k2 WL LLians

and the heilrs at law and next of kin of Reuben Baker, decased
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