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the rrezent stztus of Thig matier?




LILLIE G. NORRIS, C. C. GANIT,
H. D. GANTT AND RCSA G. MIMS,

Complainants,

{0yl

vVS.

Pl Pl

THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED REAL
PROPERTY SITUATED IN BALDWIN
COUNTY, ALABAMA, TO-WIT: ALL

OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE
NORTHEAST QUARTER (SEX OF NEZ)

OF SECTION FOUR (4); THE SOUTH
HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER

(84 OF NW1) AND THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER OF .THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER
(NE: OF SW%) OF SECTION THREE (3),
TOWNSHIP THREE NORTH (3N), RANGE.
FOUR EAST (4E), WHICH LIES IN
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA; AND STE-
PHEN SHINE, GAUNT GREBS, WILLIAM
A. REED, WM. A. REED, W. A. REED
AND JONATHAN BLISS, IF LIVING,

AND THEIR HEIRS OR DEVISEES, IF
DECEASED, AND AGAINST THE UNKNOWN
HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF URIAH BLACK~
SHER AND/OR U. BLACKSHER, DECEASED,
AND AGAINST ANY AND ALL PERSONS,
FIRMS OR CORPORATIONS CLAIMING ANY
RIGHT, TITLE, INTEREST IN, LIEN OR
ENCUMBRANCE UPON OR CLAIM TO TEHE
ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY,

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Yad: Iml Yed e el el

IN EQUITY

Respondents.

Vet e el ded . bels el e el

TO: THE HONORABLE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN EQUITY

AND TO THE HONORABLE HUBERT M. HALL, JUDGE THERECQE:

Come the Complainants, Lillie G. Norris, C. C. Gantt, H. D.
Gantt and Rosa G. Mims, by their attorneys, and file this their Bill
of Complaint against the following described lands situated in Bald-
win County, Alabama, to-wit:

411 of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter

(SE% of NE}) of Section Four (4); the South Half of

the -Northwest Quarter (S4 of N¥3z) and the Northeast

Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NEZ of SWi) of Sec-

tion Three (3), Township Three North-  (3N), Range Four

East (4E), which lies in Baldwin County, . Alabama;
and against Stephen Shine, Gaunt Grebs, William A. Reed, Wm. A. Reed
W. A. Reed and Jonathan Bliss, if living, and their heirs or devisee
if deceased, and against the unknown heirs and devisees of Uriah
Blacksher and/or U. Blacksher, Deceased, and against any and all oth

er perscns, firms or corporations claiming any right, title, interes

irn or lien or encumbrance upon said lands or any part thereof, and
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respectfully represénts and shows unto Your Honor and upto +this

Honorable Court as follows:

FIRST:

That the Complainants are each over the age of twenty—oné
years and resident citizens of the State of Alabama. The Complainm-
ant Lillie G. Norris is a resident of Uriah, Momroe County, Alabama;
the Complainant C. C. Gantt is a resident of Little River, Baldwin
County, Alabama; the complainants H. D. Gantt and R&éa G. Mims axre

both residents of Birmingham, Jefferson County, Alabama.
SECOND:

That the Complainants clzim to own, in fee simple, in
their own right, the following described property situated in Bald-
win County, Alabama, to-wit:

All of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter

(SE of NEZ) of Section Four (4); the South Haif of

the Northwest Quarter (S84 of NW4) and the Northeast

Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NE% of SWZ) of Sec—

tion Three (3), Township Three North (3N), Range Four

East (4E), which lies in Baldwin County, Alabama,
and they are in the actual, peaceable possession of said property
and they and those under whon they claim have held color of title
to said lands for a period of nore than forty (40) years next pre-
ceding the filing of this Bill of Complaint and they havé paid taxes
on said lands continuously since the beginning of such period, and
no other person, firm or corporation has paid taxes thereon during

the last twenty (20) years and no suit is pending to test their

title to, interest in or right to the possession of such lands.

THEIRD:

The Complainants claim the entire fee simple title
in said property having derived the same under the laws cf descent
and distribution of the State of Alabama, from M. A. Gantt, who de~
’parted this life intestate on May 6, 1943, leaving as her only heirg
at law and next of kin the Complainants, who are the children of

the said M. A. Gantt, Deceased. That the said M. A. Gantt acguired
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title to said property during her lifetime from McCreary & Company
a partnership composed of James H. MeCreary and Jokhn A, McCreary,
and James H. McCreary and John A. HcCreary, individually under that
cexrtairn deed dated October_El, 1914, and recorded in the Office of
the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama, in Deed Book 22 N.S|
at pages 445~446. That immediately upon the execution and delivery
of said deed to the said M. A. Gantt she went into the actual, peace-~
able, adverse possession of said property claiming to own the same
in her own right and using the said property in every way that the
same was susceptible to use and she continued in such possession of
sa2id property until her death on May 6, 1843, and the Complainants
have remained in such possession since that time and no other person
firm or corporaticn has been in possession of said property or any

part thereof for at least the last twenty (20) years, except the pexr

sons who were in possessicn of the sanme with the pernission of the

Complainants or the said M. A. Gantt, Deceased. That no other pex-
_son, fifm or corpora%ion has-paid taxes on said property at any time
within ten (10) years next preceding the filing of this Bill of Com-
plaint or has assessed said property for taxation during said pericd

of time, or any interest therein.
FOURTH:

The Complainants, after exercising reasonable diligence,
have been unable to locate the whereabouts, and to ascertain with
certainty whether the Respondents Stephen Shine, Gaunt Grebs, Wil-
liam A, Reed, ¥Wm. A, Reed, W. A. Reed cor Jonathan Bliss are alive
at the time of the filing of this Bill of Complaint, and if alive,
the place of their residence. The Complainants know that Urizh
Blacksher or U. Blacksher is deceased but they have not been able,
after exercising reascnable diligence to locate the whereabouts and
ascertain with certainty, the names, ages, relationships and ad-
dresses ;f the heirs or devisees of the said Uriak Blacksher of U.
Blacksher. That the Complainants have made za diligent effort to
ascertain such information by having an Abstract of Title made to

the property, inquiring in the neighborhood of the property, exanm-
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ining the records on file in the Tax Assessors' Offices of Baldwin
County, Alabama, and Monroe County, Alabama, and the Estate files in

the Offices of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama.

FIFTH:

The Compliainants further show unto Your Honor and unto this
Honorable Court that the said Respondents, if living, or if deceased
their unknown heirs or devisees, claim or are reputed to claim some
right, title, interest in, lien or encumbrance upon said land and
your Complainants do hereby call upon each of them to set forth and
specifiy his or her right, title, claim, interest in, lien or encum-
brance upon and how and by which instrument the same is derived and/

or created.

PRAYER FOR PROCESS

To the end that equity may be had in the premises the Com-

plainants respectiully pray that upon the filing of this Bill of Com~.

plaint that the Register oi this Honorable Court will cause notice
by publication to be given as required by Sections 1119, 1120 and
1121 of Title 7 of the Code of Alabama of 1940, and Equity Rule 6 (a)
Title 7, Appendix, to each of the named Respondents, if living, or
if deceased, to their unknown heirs or devisees; and the Complainants
further pray that this Honorable Court will, under the provisions of
Title 7, Section 1117 (1) appoint a2 guardian ad litem to represent

and defend the interest of the unknown parties of this proceeding.

PRAYER FOB RELIEF:

The Complainants further pray that upon a hearing of this
cause that this Honorable Court will establish Complainants'® right
or title to the lands herein described and will enter an appropriate
order ¢or decree that the Complainants are the owners of said lands
in fee simple and that no other person, firm or corporation has any
title to, interest in, lien oxr encumbrance upon sSaid lands or any

part therecf, and especially the following named persons, viz: Ste=-

phen Shine, Gaunt Grebs, William A, Reed, Wm. A. Reed, W. A. Reed,

A
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and Lomnathan Bliss 1if living, or if deceased, their unknown heirs at
law, next of kin or devisees have no right, title, interest in, lien
or encumbrance upon said lands or any part thereof; and that in and
by the terms of said decree that this Honorable Court will order that
a certified copy thereof be filed for record in the Office of the
Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama, with directions as *o
whose name it shall be indexed in the direct and indirect indexes of
said records in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County,
Alabama; and your Complainants pray for such other, furither and dif-

ferent relief as in equity will be meet and proper.

CHASON & STOKE
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STATE OF ALABAMA

BALDWIN COUNTY

Befoxe me, ﬁ/&/’/ﬁﬁ/ﬁ {_ffjl%%' ; & Notary Pub-

lic, in and for said County in said State, personally appeared Nor-

borne C. Stone, Jr., who is known to me and who, after being by me
first duly and legally sworn, did depose and say under oath as fol-~
lows:

ify name is Norborne C. Sione, Jr., and I am one of the Soli
citors for the Complainants in the above styled cause and I signed
the foregoing Bill of Complaint as such. I am informed and believe
and upon such information and belief allege that the allegations con-
tained in the foregoing complainit are true and correct. That the
residence of the named Respondents, if living, is unknown and cannot

be ascertained after reasonable effort and the names of the heirs orx

devisces of said named Respondents, if deceased, cannot be ascertain-

ed after reasonable effort and exercising reasconable dilligence.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on

this the {Zég day of November, 19538.

) a .
Bo A Ll

Notary Pubiic, bBaldwin County, Alabama
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This cause coming on 1o be heard was submitted upon the Bill

_@ﬁ ﬁ@m@lﬁimtﬁ Appoivituent of Guardisp ad Litem, Demand for Orzli Exam-
ination, Commission to %@k&-ﬁ@@@gi@i@n.ﬁa@'ﬁ@@ Testinony of C. Co
Gentt teken before iouise Dusenbury, Commissioner, on July 7, 18859,
Al &ﬁ@.ﬁ@v@ral gribits im ﬁwﬁﬁeaﬁian ﬁh@r@%ﬁ%ﬁs 21l as noted by

the Negister; and it apy@ariﬁg to the Court that the Complainanis

ere all over the age of ﬁw@ﬁﬁynﬁm& vears and that they are in the
actual, peacesble and adverse possession of the lands bereinafter
described, claining to own the same in thelr own »ight in fee sinple,
and using the same iz every - ay that such lands are @mﬁ&@@tﬁ%&a,ﬁ@
use and that no suit is pending o test tneir titie to, imterest im
or right to the possession of said iands, they having scquirved the
same under and by virtue of the laws of descent maé’@ia%ri&ﬁ%i@@””_
from M. A. Gantt, their Nother, who departed tiis 1ife intestate in
May of 1943, and that the said %;'ﬁ. @aa£$ mc§uir@ﬁ'5@&& Property
‘under and by virtue of tiat certain Quitelaim Deed from MeCreary &
Compary, & Parinership, on October 31, 1914, whick said deed is re-
corded im the 0ffice of the Judge of Probalte of Baldwin County, Ala-
bamp, in Deed Book 23, at y@@@@_%ﬁﬁuﬁg sud 1t further appearing fto
the Court that the title to the lands hereinnfier described siands
on the records in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwiz County,
Alsbana, in the name of %h@-ﬁmmpiéimmﬁﬁﬁ hereinafter named; and that
said Complainants and those @ﬁﬁ@r whom they claim bhave assessed and

1, notoriouws, -

paid taxes on sanid lands am@:h&V@ been in the oper
elugive znd adverse @@&@@&%&5& of aiz'@f ggiﬂ lnnds for more than ten
yesrs lmmediately @y@a@ﬁm e the filing of the Bill of Complaint im
‘his cause, and that no other person, firm or corporation has had
session of sald lands or any part theresf durling that period of
and the Court ﬁa@img‘ﬂ@ﬁﬁi@@reﬁrali Lok ﬁh@.@@@v@.is of the opin-

the Complainants are entitled o the reliel prayed for in




their Bill of Complaint; it is, therefore

ORDERED CREED by the Circult Court of Bald-

win Covnty, 4labans
H, B. Gant? and Boss ©. lcGee {the seid Rosa . Helee belng nsmed iz

» In Zquity, that Lillie G. Nowris, C. C. Gaatt,

the Bill of Complaint us :ﬂm& G. Mims) are the owners in fee simple
of all of the following described lands situsted in Baldwin County,

Alsbeme, to-wil:

Ty e Rz rooe

A1l pf the Smm&h@ﬁﬁtfﬁaarterwoﬁ tae FHortheast Quarter

(8E% of NE}) of Section Four (#); ihe South Half of

the Northwest Quarier (8§ of NW{) and the Northeast

Quarter of the Southwest Quariter (HE: of SWi) of Sec-

tion Three (3), Township Three North (3K), Bange Four

East (4E), whichk lies in Baldwin County, Alabama;
and that no other person, firm or corporaniion has any title to, ine
terest in, llen or a&e&mﬁr&ﬁ@@ upoen said lands or any part thereosf
and especlally is this {ruwe as to Stephen Shine, Gaunt Grebs, William
A. Reed, Wm. A. Beed, W. 4. Reed and Josathan Biiss, if living, and

inown hedirs and devisces

their beirs or devisees, if decessed, or the u

of Urizh Blacksher and/or U. ;E}.&@kshw s Dec

It is further ORDERED CREED by the Court that

the Register of this Court shall, within thirity days from the rendi-
tion of this '&Qefé@," file o certified copy of the same for record ia

the Probate Court of E&Eﬁwﬁﬁfﬁ@mﬁy ; Alabama, and tax the expenses

i thereof as a part of the cost of ihis proceeding: and that sald do-
aner in which deeds are

cree skall be recorded in the same book gnd ma:

2 : e
' roverse index.

e It is further ORDERED REED by the Court that
- the Complainants be, and th@f are heweby, tazed with the cost of --ﬂ;ﬁiﬁ

@ proceeding for which let execution issue.

Dome this 23 day of Hovember, 1859,

Hubert ¥, Fali

g £ 7 -
L Riice L Duck, Begist

Sy 2 Dt .
o (R T I TR Vol g e it m 44
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N ' abovestale

Atpe, 357

L4 Ly
WITNESS MY Hap

2]
:
e s

£

]
/ .
PR y.

oA I .'
Lt fo{ fagio S

G LGun, i quily
. i

- Regiszer of &
e




LILLIE G. NORRIS, ET AL.,

Complainants, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
VS.
BALDVWIN COUNTY, ALABANMA

CERTAIN LANDS and STEPHEN

SHINE, ET AL., IN EQUITY NO. 4434

Smd .t P b4

Respondents.

This cause coming on to be heard was submitted upon the Bill
cf Complaint, Appointment of Guardian ad Litem, Demand for Oral EHxam-
ination, Commission to Take Deposition and the Testimony of C. C.
Gantt taken beifore Louise Dusenbury, Commissioner, on July 7, 1858,
and the several exhibits in connection therewith, all as noted by
the Register; and it appearing to the Court that the Complainants
are all over the age of twenty-one years and that they are in the
actual, peaceable and adverse possession of the lands hereinafter.
described, claiming to own the same in their own right iﬁ fee simple,
and using the same in every way that such lands are susceptible to
use and that no suit is pending to test their title to, interest in
or right to the possession of said lands, they having acquired the
same under and by virtue of the laws of descent and distribution
from M. A. Gantt, their Mother, who departed this life intestate in
May of 1843, and that the said M. A. Gantt acquired said property
under and by virtue of that certain Quitclaim Déed from McCreary &
Company, a Partnership, on October 31, 1814, whiéh said deed is re-
corded in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Ala-
bama, in Deed Book 22, at pages 445-6; and it further appearing to
the Court that the title to the lands hereinafter described stands
on the records in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin Count
Alabama, "in the name of the Complainants hereinafter named; and that
said Complainants and those urder whom they claim have assessed and
paid taxes on said lands and have been in the open, notorious, ex-
clusive and adverse possession of all of said lands for more tharn ten
years immediately preceding the filing of the Bill of Complaint in
this cause, and that no other person, firm or corporation has had

possession of said lands or any part thereof during that period cf

time; and the Court having considered all of the above is of the opin~

ion that the Complainants are entitled to the relief prayed for in

<79
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their Bill of Complaint; it is, therefore

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED by the Circuit Court of Bald-
win County, Alabama, In Equity, that Lillie G. Norris, C. C. Gantt,
H. D, Gantt and Rosa G. McGee (the said Rosa G. McGee being named in
the Bill of Complaint as Rosa G. Mims) are the owners in fee simple
of all of the following described lands situated in Baldwin County,
Alabama, to-wit:

All of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter

(SEZ of NEA) of Section Four (¢); the South Half of

the Northwest Quarter (S% of NW%) and the Northeast

Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NE% of SW%) of Sec-

tion Three (3), Township Three North (3N), Range Four

Bast (4E), which lies in Baldwin County, Alabama

and that no other person, firm or corporation has any title o, in-
terest in, lien or encumbrance upon said lands or any part thereof
and especially is this true as to Stephen Shine, Gaunt Grebs, William
A. Reed, Wm. A. Reed, W. A, Reed and Jonathan Bliss, if living, and
their heirs or devisees, if deceased, or the unknown heirs and devisel
of Uriah Blacksher and/or U. Blacksher, Deceased.
It is further ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED by the Court that
the Register of this Court shall, within thirty days from the rendi-
tion of this decree, file a certified copy of the same for record in
the Probate Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, and tax the expenses
thereof as a part of the cost of this proceeding; and that said de.
cree shall be recorded in the same book and manner in which deeds are
recorded and shall be indexed in the name of the Respondents named
herein in the direct index and in the name of the Complainants in the
reverse index,
It is further ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED by the Court that
the Complainants be, and they are hereby, taxed with the cost of this

proceeding for which let execution issue.

~Done this /3% day of November, 1959.

Circuit Judge
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA
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. IN EQUITY
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LILLIE G, NORRIS, ET AL.,

CERTAIN LANDS AND STEPHEN
SHINE, ET AL.,

TO:
LIAM A. REED, WM. A, REED, W. A. REED, JONATHAN BLISS, IF LIVING, Omn

Y

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

ol i

Complainants,

VsS.
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Y 3

IN EQUITY
720 i 5 4

YR 2L Fgg o

Respondents.

1 ded s ¥

NOTICE COF PENDENCY OF BILL OF COMPLAINT

STEPHEN SHINE, U. BLACKSHER, URIAH BLACKSHER, GAUNT GREBS, VWIL-
IF DECEASED, TO THEIR HEIRS COR DEVISEES AND TO ANY AND ALL OTHER PER~

SONS, FIRMS OR CORPORATIONS CLAIMING ANY RIGHT, TITLE, INTEREST IN
OR LIEN COR ENCUMBRANCE UPON THE LANDS HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on the ;%7 day of November, 1558,
Lillie G. Noxrris, C. C. Gantt, H. D. Gantt and Rosa Mims filed a Bil
of Complaint in the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, In

Equity, against the following desxribed real property situated in

Baldwin County, Alabama, viz:

A11 of the Southeast Quarter of the HNortheast Quarter
(SE% of NEZ) of Section Four (4); the South Half of
the -Northwest Quarter (S% of NWi) and the Northeast
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NE; of SWi) of Sec-
tion Three (3), Township Three North  (3N), Range Four
East (4E), which lies in Baldwin County,  Alabama;

and against Stephen Shine, U. Blacksher, Uriah Blacksher, Gaunt Grebs,

William A. Reed, ¥Wm. A. Reed, W. A. Reed, Jonathan Bliss and their
heirs and devisees, if deceased, and againét any and all other per-
sons, firms or corporations claiming to own any right, title, in-
terest in or lien or encumbrance upon said property. That the Com-
plainants claim to own said property in fee simple having derived
the same under the laws of descent and distribution from their mo-
ther, M. A. Gantt, Deceased, who departed this life intestate in
the year 1943, and who had acquired the title to said property un-
der and by virtue of that certain deed dated October 31, 1914, from
McCreary & Company, a partnership compesed of James H. MeCreary and
John A. McCreary, and James H. McCreary and John A. McCreary, indi-

vidually as the same appears of record in the Office of the Judge

of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama, in Deed Book 22 N, S. at

I-w.!
7




pages 445-446. The Complainants further allege in their Bill of
Complaint that they and their said mother have been in the actual,
open, notorious, exclusive, hostile and continuous possession of

said property for more than twenty (20) years next preceding the Ffil

T

g!ﬂ?.lﬂ\fé %Bﬁ ’J.ﬁflﬂ

ing of this Bill of Complaint and no other person, firm or corpora-
tion has been in possession of said property or any part thereof and
that they and their said mother have assessed and paid taxes on said

property during all of said period and that no other person, firm

or corporation has assessed or paid taxes thereon, or any pari there

of.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED AND DIRECTED to plead, answer or
demur to said Bill of Complaint on or before January 6, 1959, or a

Decree Pro Confesso will be rendered against you.

4,
AT 5‘.’({‘;/’ &l Mrﬁ
Allce J\{puck, Register

CHASON & STONE
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i :_ COMMISSION TO TAKE. DEPOSITIONS Uoere Frinting Co.. Bay Minatte, Als

| _THE STATE OF ALABAMA, %

BALDWIN COUNTY Circuit Court

“To . LOUISE DUSENBURY

KXNOW YE: Thatwe, having full faith in your prudence and competency, have appointed you

_ Commissioner, and by these presents do authorize vou, at such time and place as you may appoint, to call

| before you and examine—— o G Co GANTT -
as witnesses in behalf of Complainants in a cause pending_in our .

Lillie G. Noxrris et al. are the

'_ Circuit Court in Baldwin County, of said State,: wherein

i
Complainant-S..
and Certain lands and Stephen Shine, et 21. axe the .
Respondent 8
on oath, to be by vou administered, npon - C. €. Ganti
_to take and certify the deposition  of the witness and return the same to our Court, with all convenient ' o
speed, under your hand.
Witness @ day of — July , 1929 o
/f ‘ s / o
i‘,/ | Remstex i
%
Commissioner’s -Fee, $ ' ‘
Witness’ Fees, $




No.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA

Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT

~—LILLIE-G. NORRIS, ET AL, , _

Defendant_g .

COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION

COMMISSIONER ;

WITNESSES: .

e




LILLIE G. NORRIS ET AL |
- IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant RALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN EQUITY

VS.

CERTAIN LANDS ET Al..
Respondent

DEMAND FOR ORAL EXAMINATION

..COMES the Complainant, by attorney, and represents to the Court as follows:
1. That the following named witne%séé reside within one hundred milés from... B&Y_ ______
e _'-:_Iviinet:he _________ , in the County of R = - X s s & « MU S

Ahbmla the place of trial of said cause, to-wit : _....“.._“..__C.‘_ C.. ;Ga.m..t__ S S

2. ‘Thatsaid Complainant requires an o"al examination of said witnesses before 2 Commissioner

appointed by the Register of this Court.

NOTE:
Complainant suggests the name of L L MM M e it en amem

‘as a suitable and competent person to act as commissioner upon the examination of said witnesses.

o o
lzmtor for Comphl@qnt




DEMAND FOR ORAL EXAMINATION

LILLIE G. NORRIS. ET AL

Aoy

Complainant 8

vs,

CERTAIN LANDS, ET AL.,

Respoudentg -

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN EQUITY

Z .\.

| -_...é’f;’fé :‘fﬁﬁéxwg,gd&’;{{f - Régistcr
Mooere Printlng” Co, *
074




LILLIE G. NORRIS, ET AL.,
Complainants, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

vs.
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABRAMA

CERTAIN LANDS AND STEPHEN
SHINE, ET AL.,

Yoo ek Yl Il yag

IN EQUITY

Respondents.

P e

APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN AD LITEM

It baving been made to appear to the Court in the above
styled cause that the identity of some of the Respeondents is unknown
and the Court having considered the same is of the opinion that a
guardian ad litem should be appointed to represent and defend the in-
terest of such unknown parties; it is,‘therefore

ORDERED by the Court that 174%ﬁ%%£ﬁ? 2t P Cole oot ol
7

Esquire, be, and he hereby is appointed as guardian ad litem to re-

present and defend the interest of the unknown parties in the above
styled cause and that he be regquired to zanswer said Bill of Complaint
within thirty {(30) days from the service of 2z copy of this order.

Done this the )’2‘5‘[ day of November, 1958.

Dt Jm suee

Circuit Judge
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LILLIE G. NORRIS, ET AL.,
Complainants,

VS,

CERTAIN LANDS, ET AL.,

Respondents.

et St i Vv it v St M Nt Nt St

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,

: ST I PULA

IN THE

ALABAMA., IN EQUITY.

T I O N:

on July 7, 1959, at 11i:20 A, M.

ST s e yar o PR W o Y T

MR, C. C. GANTT, BEING FIRST DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

Eheir Solicitor of Record, and Floyd Swearingen, Guardian Ad
Litem heretofore appointed by the Court, that the Guardian ad
litem does hereby waive notice of the taking of the testiimony of
C. C. Gantt and consents that the same be taken before Louise

Dusenbury, as Commissioner appointed by the Register of the Court

- . A

it is stipulated by the Complainants, acting by and through

Examination by Mr., Sione,

Q. Is this Mr., C. C. Ganti?

£, Yes sir,

Q. Mr. Gantt, where do you live?

£A. Little River.

0. How long have you lived at Little River, NMr., Gantt?

&. Since around 1S0L.

Respondents?

A, Yes sir.

Q. Are you familiar, Mr. Gantt, with the property described

(page 1)

Q. Are you one of the Complainants in this cause wherein
i1illie Norris, C. C. Gantt, H. D. Gantt and Rosa Mims are Com-

plainants, eagainst certain lands and certain individuals,

1
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The four that are named in the complaint?

Yes sir,

Did she have any children that had died previous to her death?

My Sister Sadie married Jack Ferrell, but Sadie died before my

mother died.

Did you have just one more sister?

Yes sir.

Any more Lrothers?

No sir -- We had one mbre little sister who died.

She died in infancy?

Yes sir,

What about Sadie?

She was grown and married,

DEd she have any children?

Ne sir.

What was her last name?

Sadie Gantt Ferrell.

But she had no children?

No.

STONE: We would like, at this time, tc introduce in evidence, =z
Complainants? Exhibit A, certified copy of deed from
McCrery & Company, 2 partnership composed of James H,
McCreary and John A. McCreary, and James H. McCreary
and John A. McCreary, individually, to M. A, Gantt, the
deed being dated October 31, 191, and recorded in the
office of the Jﬁdge of Prokbate of Baldwin County,

Alabama, in Deed Book 22 N. S. pages LL5-lli6.

Now Mr Gantt --

STONE: First, we would also like to introduce in evidence at
this time a certified copy of the patent record of the
United States of America, showing a patent to Stephen
Shine from the United States of America, to the
Sg of NWi and NEZ of SWi of Section 2, and the

(page 3)




As All of the Scuthesst Quarter of Northeast Quarter,
Section i, the South Hailf ¢of Northwest Quarter and the
Northeast Quarter of Southwest Quarter of Section 3,
Township 3 Nerth, Range li East, which lies in Baldwin
County, Alabama?

v

That is describing the Shine place, isn't it? I canft Keep the
numbers in my mind?
Yes,

Yes sir.

The property that is involved in this suit?

Yes sir.
Now are you related to Liliie G. Norris, H. D. Gantt and Rosa f
Mims? |
Yes sir.

How are you related?

Brothers and sisters.

Are all of you children of M. A. Gantt?

Yes sir.

Are you the only children of M. A. Gantt?

Living, yes sir.

Did M, A, Gantt~ that was your mother?

Yes sir.,

M. A. Gantt was your mother?

Yes sir.

When did she die, Mr. Gantt?

I Just can't te:l you, Mr. Stone,

You don?’t remember the date?

I don't remember the daﬁe.

Now at the time of her death was her husband living?

No. My daddy died around 1910. I remember ahout that

time because I got married then ~-w

Did you mother have a will?

No.

Now at the time of her death, how many children did she have
living?

Four.

(page 2)




Southeast Quarter of Northeast Quarter of Section l,
Township 3 North, Range I, East, and ask that the same be

marked as Complainants?® Exhibit "B".

Mr. Gantt, are you, Lillie G. Norris, H. D. Gantt and Rosz G.
Mims, all over the age of 2] years?

Yes sir.

Where does Lillie G. Norris reside?

She lives at Uriah, Monroe County, Alabama.

You stated that you lived at Little River?

Yes sir,

Where does H. D, Gantt live?

He lives with me right now.

Has he lived in Jefferson County recently?

Yes sir.

Mrs. Rosa G. Mims - does she live in Jefferson Cou nty?

Rosa McGee, she is now - She used to be Rosa G. Mims.

The person named in this complaint a2s Rosa G. Mims is one and tH
Same person as Rosa G. McGee, is that right?

Yes sir,

Do you recall the time this deed was executed and delivered to y

mother?

I got it; I am the one that paid for it.

Did your mother, or her agenls, or those acting for her, go
into possession of that prepertiy?

We were already in possession; never have heen out of

possession.

Was your mother and those claiming under your methet, been

in possession of that property since 1917

Yes sir,

Has anybody else heen in possession of the properly except your
mother and those claiming under her?

No sir.

(page 3)
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A.
Q.
An

Q.

'Q-

Nobody has ever been in possession?

Swift Hunter and Conley cut the timber --

Did, during that period of time, your mother pay the taxes and
assess it regularly?

I paid it for her.

Since her death have the baxes been paid by the heirs of your
mother?

My sister took it over after my mother died.

Nobody else, to your knowledge, has paid any taxes on the
properiy?

I tell you what they ran up on in Monroeville --

I'm just asking as to Baldwin County ~ The lands situated in
Balidwin Counfy?

No.

Nobody else ever paid any taxes or assessed any part ¢f that?
Neo.

Now to refresh your memory, Mr. Gantt, is it not turethat
your mother died in May of 194137

Yes, I believe that is right -~ '3,

Now during her life time and since her death has this land hwen
used by your mother and those claiming under her in every way
it was susceptible to use?

Yes sir.

What type land is thi ?

A little is in the swamp; Little River cuts it into.

Have you sold timber from this land on cccasions?

Net since she died.

Daring her life time?

Yes, Carney Mill Company and Swift both bought the timkter.
Has it been turpentined?

Yes, I turpentined it,

Has it been leased for oIl By you and your family?

My sister leased it for oil and also leased it to the Little

River Hunting Club.
(page L)




Q. Now Mr. Gantt, do you know whether or nct an abstract of title has
been made on this property, or was made under the direction of you
or one of the other joint owners?

A. Carney Mill Company Icoked it up when they bought the timber.
Q. Do you know whether an abstract has been prepared to deiermine
the status of the title?

A. No I don't; they checked it--

Q. I mean recently?

. No.

Q. Now did you know, during his life time, Stephen Shine?

A. Yes sir,

Q. Do you know whether he is living or dead and if living, where
he lives?

A. He iIs dead, but he lived at Gantt.

2. Do you know anything about his heirs or next of kin?

A. He didn't have any chiidren; He married Mary Gantt, the negro
woman that cocked for my uncle--

2. Does zanykody know where any ¢f his heirs are now?

. Mo, they were an elderly couple when they married.

. Have they scattered?

A. Wasn'i zny heirs to then.

. You and your brother and sisters clzim to omn the fee simple

L titlie to this property, do you not?
. Yes sir.
R

« And you haVe n een claiming to own it since cur mothers death
g y

t7

bty

! : . .

! and during her l!ife time she claimed
4

L. Yes sir,

DN CRCSS_ERAMINATION OF THIS WITNESS, BHE TESTIFIED:

Examination by Mr. Swearingen.
.

. What else have you done to the property, Mr. g Gantt, cther

than the things you named? Have you fenced any portion

[

' of it?

§

A. Yes sir, we let zome people -~ we didn': charge them anything, bhut

we let them put the fenve around the land and mine too to put
their cows in there; there is a fence ail around it on the Monro

t




County side.

You have neot had any one to fence any pari of it on the

s
»

Baldwin Counity side?

?. No, it is in the swamp.

é. You say you have cut the timber from the iand and turpentined
i it?

%, Yes sir,

'@. What has been done to it within the last 10 years?

A. I can't think of anything --Nothing but lease it for o0il and

hunting.

D. Have you been on the land frequently within the last 20 years?
Ai. Yes sir.

G. Have you seen any evidence of anybcody else deoing anything with
‘ the land?

!

d. No, hadn't Lbeen anybody else on it at all.,

U.  No one has ever disputed your claim or your mother's claim to the
property?

A. No sir.

£}
+

N

The Parties who are the complainants in this suit are all of

the heirs with any interest through vour mother?

Yes sir, they a re.

L]

8 T S—

There are no deceased children with heirs?

AL No sir,







The State of Alabama, g
Baldwin County.

PROBATE COURT

I, W. R. STUART, Judge of Probate Court in and for said State and County, hereby certify
L ) On
that the within and foregoing

¢ photostatic

iy

pages
contain a full, true and complete copy of the Deed from McCreary & Company to

as the same appears of record in my office in

Deed
445-6.,
page

Book No. 22

Givenr under my hand and seal of office

. this__ Ofh

Maore Printing 1'25'»(:Y

\ 1 2 s \M
! 7




ORAL DEPOSITION - Printed by The Baldwin Times, Boy Minette.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, } 5 cﬁcui: Court of Baldwin County, Alabama

Baldwin County. (In Equity)

LILLIE G. NORRIS ET AL.,

Complainant S

VS.
CERTAIN LANDS, ET AL., Respondents
I, Touise Dusenbury
as Register and Commissioner
have called and caused to come before me C. C. Gantt

witness=-.named in the Requirement for Oral Examination, on the- day of —JULY

19£.59., at the office of the Cireuit Judge of Baldwin County,
Bay Minette

in

, Alabama, and having fitst sworn said Witness— — to speak the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said C. €. Gantt

doth depose and say as follows:

SEE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT




ORAL EXAMINATION.

I, Louise Dusenbury , as Register and Commissioner hereby certify

that the foregoing deposition—on Oral Examination was taken down by me in writing in the words

of the witness

and read over to —RAm and be sigred the same in the presence of

myself and Norborne £, Stone, Jr,

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of personal identity of

“said witness

counsel or of kin to any of the parties to said cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court.

; .
Given under my hand and seal, this_w-f:f/—day of July , 19%59
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or had proom made before me of the identity of said witness—; that I am not.of ... .



BT —.--am\w- P4 E Ly
MINETTE, ALABANA

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

..STATE OF ALABAMA, _

BALDWIN COUNTY

being duly sworn, deposes and séys
that he is the EDITOR of THE B. WIN TIMES, a Weekly Newspaper published
at Bay Minette, Baldwin County, Alabama; that the notice hereto attached of

.l

COST STATEMENT

_A‘LWORDS @ _C,f-LZZ.cents ................ $ “33

I hereby certify this is correct due and unpaid (pald)

Ed}l{)r.

was published in said newspaper for_{éconsecuﬁve weeks-in the following issues:

Date of 1st publication [lry= 2.0 1955 VoL 2% wo #5
Date of 2nd ﬁub]icatinn mw 2 7 . lgsi Vol_7¢ TNo ﬂé
Date of 3rd publication a&{i‘ﬂ/ ‘% , lgsg ol '70 No #7

Date of 4th publication L is 9.8 va 2l nelE

Subseribed and sworn before the undersigned this_/_"f_.day ot&_, 1955_.

N >y, h’\f‘-&w\-

“":_V'Notary wahc, Bal&iwm County.

\ s \12 })ﬁ/\ WJM/)‘Q/% /5}\

Edztor




