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MARK D. PORTER,

MINNIE TuMPLE PORTER, EQU ITY.
Complainant,
: : CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN

Vs -

' COUNTY, ALABAMA,

Befendant.

'REPOSITIONS OF M. TEMPLE PORTER AND FRAYCES CRAWFORD,
WITHESSES FOR COMPLATRANT.

The said witnesses appeared me the undersigned Commigg-
isex &% the time and place hereinafter stated and, after being
by me duly sworn te tell the truth; the whole truthland'nothing
but the truth, upon examinaticn by Complainant’s Soliciter, tes-
tified as follows:

BRS8 FRANCES ORAWPFORD.

I am a life- long resident ef Fairhope and Business
Manager of the "Courier.’ I hawe known Mrs Temple Porter all
ef her life and live net far frem her. Iknow of her mistreat-
ment by her hushand for the past four years and while I have
never seen him in the act of striking or 2busing her, I know
that thie was done frem bhaving seen her immediately afterward

o several occasiens when she would dhow me the bruised places

on her faee and nerk where he had struck and choked her and
have geen her in an hysterical state after his spells of tem-
per and abuse,

When sober, Mark Porter is pleadgsant and agreeable
but his mean gqualities come out wWhen he ig intoxicated. He is
& large man, she & slender nervous Woman, badly upset by the
1ife ghe hasg been compelled to lead for the past four years,
though she looks much better in the past few weeks that she
has been away from him. She wag always & good wife, devoted
to her home and children and the way she has endured him and
his treatment has been well known in Fsirhope. She put up
with this $till last summer when he beat her sgeverely and she
warned him that a repetiption would mean separation. He let
up for & while but in January last came home one night drunk
and beat np her mether, who was temporarliy in the house and
asgleep, and choked his wife who ran $¢ the hase e¢f & neighbor
and who has lived apart from him sinee, supporting their two
children without anv help from him. "

'&i§)9QL$Q;§§V§§§;V\jﬁ“-;  "

U4RS TEMPLE PORTER.

I am the Complainant in this cause. Mark Porter and 1
were married August 31st, 1836 in Fairhope and have lived there
ever singce. We have two children, & son, Dorman, aged eight and
8 little danghter, Patricia, four who live with me and whom 1
am supperiing with no help from my husband cther than sbout six
dollars that he gave us in Januvary last.

In the last four years he 'hés been treatlng me very
badly., He has been drinking and when he would come home drunk



ne matiter how late it was, he would be guarrelsome and abusive,
He would turn on all lights and the radie full blast, waking
the children and if 8 word of remonstrance was 8484 Lo him, he
would resent i, efen with & bleow. On such occasions he has re-
peaiedly struck or choked we, which he ecan easgily do, being a
large powsrful men. All of my neighbors knew of hig treatment,
as on several occasions I have had to run from the houme to es-
cape him. In the latier part of last summer he beat me so se-
verely that I warned him that if he did i} again I would leave
him, He stopped for & wile but on the night of January 18%h
las®; he came home about two-thirity and without any cause went
into the room where my mother was adleep and commenced fo slap
her wiclently. I ran in and tried to stop him and he caught me
by the throat and started choking me. I succeeded in slipping
out of his grast and ran to near neighbor's where I siayed till
he moved out of the house about a week or more later, since
which I moved back in with the children and we have lived a-
part from him ever since. Many of my friends h&ve warned me
against continving to live with Harkand frem the way he hae
treated me I am confident that if I continued to éo so, it is
only & question of $time before he did me serious harm . I have
givén him too many trials to believe that a man who drinks as
he does can ever be trusted., I am working and supporting my two
children &nd though he works, though not steadily he has not
given us & thing since January andthén only a little over six
dollareg. He peems to spend his money as fagt &s he makes 1it.

I, Elizabeth Slaughter, the Commissioner named in the
attached Commission,,do hereby certify that in & case pending
in the Circuit Court of Baldwin County wherein Hinnée Temple
Porter is Cpwplainant and Mard D. Porter, Defendant, by virtue
of the poweer conferred on me by seid Commission 1 caused the
witnesges therein named, Frances Gaston Crawford a&nd Minnie
Temple Porter to appear before me in the office of Complainént's
Bolicitor in Feirhope, where, on Mareh 3rd, 1936, on examiné-
tion by Complainant's Soliciter they testified as 1s here set
forth, and their testimony being reduced to writing in as hear
a8 poseible the langusge of the witnesees, they read over sanme
and signed same in my presence. '

T farther gertify that I am not of couneel or of kim
to either party or in anywise interested in the cuteome of the
cause,

In witness whereof I hereto set my hand and seal ag
Commigsioner this the third day of March, 1936,




COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITICNS. Moore Printing Co., Bay Minetia, Ala;

The State of Alabamagg  CIRCUTE COURT .
"Baldwin County -

To Mrs Flizabeth. Slsughter.

KNOW YE: That we, having full faith in your prudence and .competency, have appcinted you Com-

missioner, and b¥ these presents do authorize you, at such time and place as you may appoint, to call before you

and examine Mrs Minnie Temple Porter. wa Orie

irs Braye

l | T =} - - . v - 3
as witnesses in behalf of __COmMplaintant. in a cause pending in our Circuit

Court of Baldwin County, of said State, wherein —_¥innia T Porter,

Complainant.
and _ Mark D Porier.
Defendant,
cn cath {o be by you administered, upon Phem .
to take and certily the deposition_ __ of the witness._ .. and return the same to our Court, with all convenient

gpeed, under your hand.

Witness _ 2Td day of . March. 1926

REGISTER
COMMISSIONER’'S FEE, $_

WITNESS' FEES, §
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MINNIE TEMPLE PORTER ' NUMBER 192
Qomplainant '
- EQUITY

Vs

CIRCUIT COURT

MARK D, PORTER
Respondens$ BAIDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Comes MINNIE TEMPLE ﬁORTER, Gomplainaaéfin this causé, and
respect fully shows: i

That in the decrse reﬁdered in this cause on the seventh day
of March, 1938, the Court éxpressly‘ordereﬁ'that this cause be
retained in Uourt and reserve the power to make such further
ocrders includiﬁg modifications of the decree from time Ho Hime
as may be_jasﬁ and equitablec

Gomﬁlainant now prayé that this cause be reopened and that she
be gllowed to amend her bill by striking from the tenth line of the
prayer therecf the words "bed and board of", and that said czuse be
again submitted upon the bill as amended and the géstimony on file
in the cause and a decree & vincule matrimonioc rendered, divorcing
her from the said Mark D. Porter.

Complainant further prays that notice of this motion be given
said Mark D. Porter and he be required to answer same within sucﬁ

time &g this Court may prescribe,

Selicitor for Complainan



Demand for Oral Examination, Moore Printing Co. ::::  Bay Minette, Ala.

The State of Alabama, %

Bai@win County

ST mms oo e CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN
MINHIE T, PCRTER, COUNTY, ALABAMA

Complainant____. _
vs. . In Equity.

ceemee-- M&RK Do _PORTER, . ____ ...

Defendant___..

" The ......______..__Complainant __

requests the oral examination of the follewing named wiinesses, on behalf of the _____.. . ______

L N R TR I S I P R e G

---------------------------- A L R R R I I T T T TN T T S
6 v b v e T v s ‘e NN * r e a9 B I T T R
............. L N R R R R L R I T T T,
------------- L I I I I I T N L R R I T I T T
e i T
........................................................................................
L T T T R T T T T T T
L I R T A T T T T T T,
------------------------------- M L e T TR T
R e T

said witnesses reside in the County of . Baldwin S

Btafe of Alabama.

emmmmimcmeeioo oicemoo.o...0F, The Register of this Court is suggested as a suitable person

to be appointed Commissioner fo take the depesition of sald witness on such oral examination.,

6? m Solicitor for_Compiainags. .. ¥ ____




MINNIE TEMPLE PORTER . NUMBER 193
Compleinant
_ EQUITY

Ve
CIRCUIT COURT

HARK D. PORTER
' Respondent BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Comes the Respondent and waives notice of the motion of
Complainant to reopen this cause and set aside the decree here-
tofore rendered on March 7; 1238, and alsoito amend nuné pro
tunc the bill in said csuse by striking from the tenth line of
the prayer ﬁhereof the words "the bed and boaid of.% Respondent
further agrees that said cauvse wmay be resubmitited for final decree

without furthér notice 0 him wpon the bill ag amended and tle

Yok o (ol

 Resp0ndent

eviderce now on Ffile,




UINNIE TEMPLE PORTER, B o Eqmﬁ

Gomplainint -
3&3 ' _ amcm;i’ cmm op
K D. PORTER, - e o
| Respondmmte L . mmm cesﬁtw, ammm

Hm 192

This cause aamixxg on to be heard upsm ‘the motion of aumplmnmt to
t aside the decree previously rendersd on Msrch 7th, 1936, to smend the prayer -

the bill so a8 to pray for an sbsolute divorce and to resubmit upen the testimeny

lready on file end notice having been duly acoepted by Regpondent and who consen

Yo submigsion thersen; IT IS THEREPORE. Q RDERED that the deores of divoros a mﬁm '

thoro réendersd on Harch 7th, 1936 be and the same is hersby set uside,

IT 18 FURTHER ORDERED thet Compleinent, be and she ie hereby parmitﬁad'f

o amend the prayer of her said bill by strilking out the words "bed and board ﬁ“"* _

rom the tenth line of the prayer;
g The said gause belng now submitied ugtm the bill as amendsd, aa’sa of
ridence and testimony om f£file mnd seame being duly considersd, the Gourt is of the
%inicm that Complainunt is entitled to the relﬁ.af prayed for in her smended billj
srefore

gsolved and the said Minnis Temple Porter is”fm‘@wr divorsed from the saisi Hark
e ?artar upon the proof-of the grounds elleged in said bill,

: iT I8 PURTHER ORDERED that the smid Minnie Zenmpie Porter be and she
h;reby is permitted to agein contumt narriage upon the pﬂ.ymmt of the ca#ﬁs in
nia cauge,

L e

IT I8 FURTHER (RDERED that bmmp}.&imt have the sole snd undispu%d
EEatcdy of Dorman Porber and Patricie Porter, the ohildren of said marriage,

sbject to the right of Rsayon&en‘t tc visit sa,ir.i children ﬁm'ing the reasonable -
ylighﬁ hours.
© " IT IS FURTHSR ORDERED thﬁ.‘ts Respondent pay te Complainant for the

?p@f‘!‘; and maintainsnce of said ohildren until they reach the age of sixteen years

h gum ‘ag alimony as his circumstances permit but as it mypeam T the Courf tha
he &ﬁsmdpnt has not now reguler employment the amount to be sc paid is not now
txed and 1t 1 s further ordersd that the Jourt expressly retaines juriedietion of
Ei.s sauge with the respect to the alimony and the custody of the children and

o H .-«i-n',—-l-

facts and ciroumsiances may require,

IT I8 FURTHER CRDERED that nsither party shall merry again except to
Eh other until aizty days sfter this dete and after all costs have besn pﬁad in
fllal

1 snd that if an appsal is taken within sixby deys neither shall merry againg
ep‘h to the other during the pemdency of maid appesl.

‘,, for which sxescution mgy issue and if such amau%ian be rejurned ¥ no
property found” then execubion for such coste mey issus sgainst the Complainant.
Done a% ﬁmrawillm Alabama this. ’t:h& Qﬁrxd day of Qaeemher, 1636, |

F. W. HARR
Judge Uirouit Sourt of -
" Baldwin Counby, Mabnma

ALIGE J. Bi}ﬁﬁ, gister of the Circuit Courﬁ of Baldwin Gmmty, ﬁlﬁbm, do

gt o

rahy certify that the. foregoing 18 & correct copy of the original devree rendere

; the Judge of the Circult CUourt in the mhwe a‘ha‘bad cause, which mié decres 15
W .’c‘ila sng enrolled in wy of fioe, - . _ _
. ¥Witness m}f hand snd zenl this the o “day of

gorves the power to make such furkher orders in the premises us from tim o ﬁimp'_

IT IS FPURTSER CRDERED that the said Merk B, Porter pay the oosts hersin!

_ It is hereby ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND EE?SREED the t the bonds of mtrimony .
ﬁgmtaﬁ'w& existing betwesn Complainent snd R spondent be and the s ame are heraby |

.
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