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The State of Alabama, Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

___________________________________________________________ , Complainant

V5.

S ._._.Q.I..f‘fi.'.g?:@ __E'EE@E __S_T_{L_BEE_O_E;"&: _______________________ , Respondenf

: e T e °
. S 5 %

This cause coming on to be heard was submitted upon Bill of Cdmplé.int, Decree Pro Confesso on .

. B -‘.u.\s- - ) e Ty
___.._.._?11}?.1.?3?',3%3%-___“-_____________’;___an?i‘-Testimony as noted by the Register, and upon con-

sideration thereof, the Court is of the opinion that the Complainant is entitled io the relief prayed for in
said bill. '

-

It is;-"che'fef:fore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the boads of matrimony heretofore

existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby dissoived, and that the szid

L _W.@.@{XMGMLQIE_§EAE§Q?E _______________________ is forever divorced from the

e i U0 mRWIN STANHOPHR . for and on account of

Cruelty. It is further ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the

care, custody and control of the minor child, Ronda Chervl Stan-

.. hope, shall vest in The Complainant.

It is futher ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry except
to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is taken within sixty

days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said appeal

It is §uther ordered that the Complainant and Respondent be, and they are kereby permitted to

again contract marriage upon payvinent of the cost of this suit.

Judge Circuit Court, In Equity.

___________________________________________________________________ , Register of the Circuit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree, rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said
decree is on file and enrclled in my office.

ReoES IS LETHD M LS A




THE STATE OF;ALABAMA_ .
BALDWIN COUNTY

“In Circuit Coufi:, in Equity

WANDA GERALDINE STANHOPE

- Complainant

VS, |

i
i
IEE
|
i

il CLAUDE ERVIN STANHOPE

Respondent

DIVORGE DECREE







COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITIONS

THE STATE OF ALABAMA

.+ ‘Baldwin County sfcua .0”"..__

I .

Tox Heleﬁ: Bé.iley

KNOW YE: That we, having full faith in your prudence and competency, have appointed you
Comrnissioner, and by these presents do authorize you, as such time and place as you may appoint,

to call before you and examine Wanda Geraldine Stanhope and Arthur James Clark

a witness in behalf of Complainant in 2 cause pending in our

Circuit Court in Baldwin County, of said State, wherein

‘Wanda Geraldine Stanhope , Complainant

and

Claude Erwin Stanhope .
Respondent

on oath, to be by you administered, upon Wanda Geraldine Stanhope and Arthur James Clark
to take and certify the deposition § of the witnesse Sand return the same to our Court, with all con-

venient speed, under your hand.

o

Witness_3/ 5 day of

— ,}95‘}‘._ :
é// .y f\:‘_“r}{—/u&//f/c/y;f’

Register.

Commissioner’s Fee, $

Witness’ Fees, §




E No.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
- Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT

WANDA GERALDINE STANHOPE

[}

: Complainant
VS.

CLAUDE ERWIN STANHOPE

Defendant

COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION

COMMISSIONER:

' Helen Bailey

WITNESSES:

Wanda Geraldine Stanhope
Arthur Jameg Clark




ORAL DEPOSITION

THE STATE OF ALABAMA - Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama
BALDWIN COUNTY - {In Equity) '
WANDA GERALDINE STANHOPE, ' = COMPLAINANT
VS.
_._:CLAUDE ERWIN .STANﬁOPE, | | _RESPONDEN:

1, Helen Bailey
as Register and Commissioner

have called and caused to come before me Wanda Geraldine Stanhope and

Arthur James Clark

witness®S  named in the requirement for Oral Examination, on the 1St day of September,
19 59 | at the office of Ernest M. Bailey
in Fairhope ' , Alabama, and having first sworn said witness g3 to speak the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said Wanda Geraldine Stanhope

__&nd Arthur James Clark doth depose and say as follows:

TESTIMONY OF WANDA GERALDINE STANHOPE:

My name 1s Wanda Geraldine Stanhope and I am the Complainant in the above
styled cause. The Respondent and I are over the age of tweniy-one years and :
were married on March 2, 1940 at Folkson, Georgia and lived together as husband -
and wife untilon, to-wit, March 16, 1959 when the Respondent struck me and
threatened me. He hag made numerous threats of doing bodily harm to me on many
prior occasions and 1 am of the opinion that if I continue to live with him as

his wife, he will commit actual violence upon my person or may injure me per-
manently.

TESTIMONY OF ARTHUR JAMES CLARE: |

My name is Arthur James Clark. I have known the Complainanit and Respondent
in this action during part of their married life, I know of my own personal
knowledge that the Respondent has made numerous threats of doing bodily harm
to the Complainant. I am of the opinion that if she continues Te live with
Respondent, he may commit violence upon her person.

- B N - /7 /m e e f/ /, e

RTHUR JM@ES CLARK




ORAL- EXAMINATION

1, Helen Bailey ‘ as Register and Coxnmissione.l~ 'h.ereby certify
that the foregoing deposition on Oral Examination was taken down in Wrifing by me in the words
of the witness eg = .and read over to them and they signed the same in the presence of
myself and  Ernest M. Bailey, Attorney at Law,
at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have' personal knowledge of personal identity of said
withesses or had ﬁroof ﬁﬁade before me of the identity of said witness €5 ; that I am not of
counsel or of kin to any of the parties to said cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof.

- I-enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court.

Given under my hand and seal, this / V_day of S At Anns s 19J/3

Ejﬁ&w %Mf? | L. S) |
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8581. NOTE OF 'I':‘ES'I'IMO:.NY?; Printed by the Baldwin Times. Bay Minette, Alnbama.

WANDA GERALDINE STANHOPE |

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
Baldwin County

VS,

CLA’G’DE ERWIN STANHOP

]

IN EQUITY

Circuit ‘Céﬁﬁ of Baldyirin -C@ﬁnﬁy

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complaint upon the original Bill of Complaint,
i - 80 0TEL tegtimony . taken before fommissioner

and in behalf of Defendant upon __Publication

z

(> -
JL.% Ky ’
5//;.5,- g/(’:./\./u\/ﬁ )/"—’-—fs/bs.«\j’f . Z/ Lo & ,———2 "u/f/f_/i———//ﬂf .

ERNEST M, DAILEY, SOLICIEOR “"7\ Register.

FOR COMPLAINANT

it
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA
.. Baldwin County

- IN EQUITY
Clrcmt Court of Baldwin County

WANDA GERALDINE STANEHOPE

; VS.;

. CLAUDE ERWIN STANHOPE

~ NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Filed',in Open Court this .......

" Register.

Printed by the Baldwin Tlmes =

By 1987
7
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STATE OF ALABAMA )
BALDWIN COUNTY )

TO ANY SHERIF® OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA:

You are hereby commanded to summon Claude Erwin Stanhope to ap-
pear and answer, plead or demur, within thirtly days from The date
of the service hereof, to the Bill of Complaint filed in the Cilr-
cuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, In Equity, by Wanda Geraldine
Stanhope, 2s Complainant, against Claude Brwin Stanhope, &s Res-
pondent.

Witness my hand this the _ & day of July, 1959.

,//'/’J 4/:,——4:;_,_,..']._ - AL ,/57,4,/,’ /Q/// L

THEISTER
_/
WANDA GERALDINE STANHOPE, i TN TEE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant 5 BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
Vs, ’ IN EQUITY
CLAUDE ERWIN STANHOPE, i CASE NO:
Respondent §

Comes vour Complainant, Wanda Geraldine Stanhope, and Illes tThls
her Bill of Complaint for divorce against Claude Erwin Stanhope,
and shows unto Your Honor and unto this Honorable Court as follows:

FIRST:

That vour Complainant and the Respondent are over the age of Twen-
ty-one vears and that your Complainant is & resident of Baldwin
County, Alabama for more than one year next preceding the filing
of this Complaint, and that the Respondent's last known residency
wes, to the best of her iknowledge and belief, the State of Califors
nia, and that Respondent's residency is otherwise unknown to her
and cannot be ascertained by reasonable effort.

SHECOND:

That the Complainant and the Respondent were married on, hereto-
fore, to-wit, March 2, 1SU8 at Folkston, Georgia, and lived to-
gether as nusband and wife until on, to-wit, March 156, 195G, when,

on account of the matiers hereinafter complained of, your Complainant

20




wag Tforced to live separate and apart from Respondent. Complainant
avers that on March 16, 1959, the Respondent siruck and abused her
and that Respondent had made numerous threats on prior occasions of
comunitting actual violence upon her person. Complainant further
avers that she is reasonably certain that if she countinues to live
with him as his wife, the Respondent will commit violence upon her
rerson, attended with danger to her life and health.

THIRD:
That there was born of this marrizge between Complainant and thd
Respondent one child, namely: Ronda Cheryl Stanhope, age nine years.
That your Complainant is a fit and preper person to have the care,
custody and control of the said minor child.

PRAYHER FOR PROCESS AND RELIEF:

The premises considered, your Complainant prays that the above
named Claude Erwin Stanhope be made a party Defendant to this cause
by the ususl writ or process of this Honorable Court requiring him
to appear and plead, answer or demur, within the time and under the
venalties prescribed by the rules of this Court and the Statutes in
such cases made and pfovided; that upon & finél heafi;g.df fhis causé,
Your Honor will award to your Complainant the care, custody and con-
trol of the sald minor child and will grant unto your Complainant
an absolute divorce from sai@ Respondent and will decree that the
parties be allowed to remarry if they see fit. Should your Complaim-
ant be migtaken in the relierf prayed for, that there be granted to
her such other and further and different relief to which she may be

entitled and as in duty bound she will ever pray.

WA
STATE OF ATABAMA )
BALDWIN COUNTY )

Before me the undersigned authority, perscnally appeared Vanda
Geraldine Stanhope, who, being by me first duly sworn, states that
the allegations contained in the foregoing Complaint are true and

correct.

WANDA GERALDINE STAREOPE

Sworn and subscribed Lo before me this the f 535;;-Of July,
L959.

<03




WANDA GERALDINE STANHOFE,
7 Complainant '
_ VS.
CLAUDE ERWIN STANHOPE,

" Respondént’

'SUMMONS AND BILI, OF COMPIAINT

IN THE GIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
CtUIN BQuITY




STATE OF ALABAMA

BALDWIN COUNTY

AFFIDAVIT AS TO RESIDENCY

Before me, Ernest M. Bailey, Notary Public in and for said state
and county, perscnally appeared Wanda Geraldine Stanhope, who is

known to me and, being by me first duly sworn, deposes and says:

That she 1s the Complainanﬁ in That cerfain action pending in
the Circuit Court of Baldwin Counbty, Alabama, In Equity, wherein

Wande Geraldine Stanhope is the Complainant and Claude FErwin Stan-
hope is the Respondent; that the last known residency of the Res-
pondent, Claude Erwin Stanhope, was, to the best of her knowledge
and belief, the State of California; that the residency of the said
Respondent, Claude Erwin Stanhope, is otherwise unknown %o her angd
cannot be ascertained by reasonable effori; and, that the said Res-

pondent, Claude Erwin Stanhope, is over the age of twenty-one years,
and 1s not a member of the Military Services.

7

DiN® STANHOPE

WANDL GERAT

o

Sworn and subscribed to before me this the X day of July,1959.

XOTARY PUBLIC, BALDWIN COUNTY,AELABAMA

-

204




DECREE PRO CONFESSO OF PUBLICATION B.T.-10-46-200

- THE STATE OF ALABEME, | CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY
Baldwin County } September , Term, 1959
W&ndﬁ% L lne Sta‘?ho'oe Complaj_nant
Vs.
Claude Erwin Stanhope Defendant
In this cause it appears to the Register ~~—A%1lce J. Duek. that the order of publication

‘heretofore made in this cause, was published .for four consecutive weeks, commencing on the——

day of

in rairhope

1959 in the Feirhope Courier ; newspaper published _

, Alabama, that a copy of said order was posted at the Court House

g -

__ County, ¢n the —— day of , 189

And it now further ap

, that the said

J. Duelr, that the Bill of:i.'Comp la.int in this eaus be and it ho"ebv is in a_l tmngs
taken as confessed against the said : ClaU de .ﬁ—'"’mf‘ Stannone :
: s : S e | ;

This =/ * day of -icz-—ﬁ;z»—-:-—z-i-/ . 10_59 -

gt

A Register.




Nao, age

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

CLAUDE ERWIN STANHOPE

Bespondent

1
|

__:]_f)eci'ee Pro Confesso éf Publication

Issued | 9\" o,
: Q(f,«-r.ﬂ-—/ A

eglster.

Recorded in : ﬁ : Record

Vol _-.—-—_-_—- I_’agef

' Register.‘;

£

The Baldwin "Mimes, Bay Minett




8601. Motion for Decree Pro Confesso on Publication. . MPCD

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,} CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY
BALDWIN COUNTY

No. . September , Term, 1929

WANDA GERALDINE STANHOPE

Complainan

Vs,

. CLAUDE ERWIN STANHOPE =~ Defendant

in the annexed stated cause, on the ground thar more than thirty days have elapsed sisce the perfection
of publication was made under the order of this Court; and it having been shown by due proof to the

Court that said Defendant is a non-resident of the State of Alabama, and has failed to answer, plead or

demur to the Bill in this cause, to the date hereof/zu Cop somn/l -
- f A = 5
-~ L 6 LA _\_/,[
This ~/ day of .= ZF7 e 16.59

. N )
746 Code \jr/t/t/’-——ﬁ el j’L .\ Solicitor.
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No. Page

The State of Alabama,

BALDWIN COUNTY

Complainant.

Vs.
CLATDE ERWIN STANEOPE

Defendant

Motion for Decree Pro Confest
on Publication

Filed

Recorded in

Vol .p.a"ge

Moors FPrinting Co.. Bay Minette, Al




LEGAL NOTICE

T THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN EQUITY
WANDA GERALDINE STANHOPE, Complainant, vs. CLAUDE FRWIN STAYHOPE,
Respondent
In this cause it appearing from Affidavit that the Respondent
is over the age of twenty-one, and a non-resident of the State of

Alabama; that his residence cannot be ascertained after reasonable

It is therefore ordered that Claude Erwin Stanhope plead; answel
or demur 1o the allegations of the Bill of Complaint filed against
mim in this cause on or before the 31lst day of July, 1959 or upon
the expiration of thirty days from said date the same will be taken
as confessed against him.

Tt is further ordered that notice of this order be published
once & week for four consecutive weeks in the Fairhope Courler, a
newspaper published in the County of Baldwin, State of Alabama.

B B L A -4
ETICE 4. DK
REGISTER

ZIRNEST M. BAILEY _
SOLICITOR FOR COMPLAINART
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Th@ Eairhope Courier £. B GASTON ESTATE, PUBLISHER

P, O.BOX 268

Telephone 1 .A8-9188 Established 1894

Iairhope, Alabama . July 31, 1959 _

Mrs, Alice J. Duck

Bay Minette

Alabama

Legal Notice
Wanda Geraldine Stanhope vs

Claude Irwin Stanhope
151 words - It times

July 9 - 16 = 23 = 30, 1959

9 82




The Fairhope Courier

Publishers and Printers

ESTABLIBHED 1894 E.B. GASTON ESTATE, PUBLISHERS

P.O.BOX 268 FHOMNE WA B-91E8

" This is to ceriify that the

attached legal notice appeared

in The Fairhope Courier, 2 weekly

newspaper published in the City of

Fairhope, County of Baldwin, Stabe

of Alabama on the dates of July § =
16 - 23 - 30, 1959.

%ﬁ&&ﬁgaﬁr & -m“__,;jgﬁés_-_,,

Editor

State of Alabama
County of Baldwin

5T
Swoeyn to and subseribed this éﬁj-——n-

FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA
”@V‘. Q?’?Oi);je %ay”

In this au& if: appeatt‘mg from‘
' 1at “the  Respondent is
2 twentyoye _ and

ered, that ‘notice
ublzshed omze a
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