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The State of Alabama, Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

- WAHKA . LQQﬁEM@--- ememmrm——— e mmeemm, COmplainant

V5.

VERNON &, STEARNS , Respondent

" This cause coming on to be heard was submitted upon Bill of Complaint, Decree Pro Confesso on

Answer and Waiver and Testimony as noted by the Register, and upon con-
sideration thereof, the Court is of the opinion that the Complainant is entitled to the relief prayed for in
said bill. '

It is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony heretofore

existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby dissolved, and that the said

is forever divorced from the

for and on account of

It is futher ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry except
to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is taken within sixty

days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said appeal.

It is futher ordered that the Complainant and Respondent be, and they are bereby permitted to

again contract marriage upon payment of the cost of this suit.

pay the cost herein to be taxed, for which executed may issue.

This--& ........... day of--,-,Ize.qe;r;be.;:?._-,EI__,,__

Judge Circuit Court, In Equity.

___________________________________________________________________ , Register of the Circuit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree, rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said
decree is on file and enrolled in my office.
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Complainant
' STHARNS

ANNA LOU STEARNS

VERNON A,




8581—NOTE OF TESTIMCNY MOORE PRINTING COMPANY = DAY MINETTE., ALA.

ANNA LOU STEARNS _
. ‘ THE STATE OF ALABAMA

- Baldwin County

V5.

vm\ro‘;@. A. STEARNS IN EQUITY

Circuit Court of Baldwin County

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complaint upon the criginal Bill of Complaint,
and Cral Testimony of Witnesses

Answer and Walver

and in behalf of Defendant upon

Pt ‘

Solicitor for Complainant ? / Register.




THE STATE OF ALABAMA
Baldwin County

IN EQUITY
Circuit Court of Baldwin County

ANNA LOU STEARNS

VS,

VERNON A. STEARBNS

Note of Testimony

i UULK, Rezisier Register.

MOORE PRINTING CC., BAY MINETTE, ALA.




COMMISéION TO TAKE DEPOSITIONS

THE STATE OF ALABAMA N
B Circuit Court
- Baldwin County | |

TO: Hel en Ba:.l ey

KNOW YE: That we, having full faith in your prudence and competency,

have appointed you
Commissioner, and by these presents do au

thorize you, as such time and place as you may appoint,

a witness in behalf of Complainant

in a cause pending in our
Circuit Court in Baldwin County,

of said State, wherein “Anna Lou Stearns

, Complainant
and Vernon 4. Stearns

Respondent
8 and Verna Lou St earns
same to our Court, with all con-

on oath, to be by you administered, upon Anna Lou Stearn

to take and certify the deposition § of the witness$ Sand return the
venient speed, under your hand.

Witness  \& S day of December

195 8

Register.
Commissioner’s Fee
H

Witness’ Fees, $
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA

- Baldwin County -
—_—

CIRCUIT COURT

ANNA LOU STEARNS
. Complainant
V8.

VERNON A. STEARNS

Defendant

COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION

COMMISSIONER:
HELEN BAILEY

WITNESSES:

ANNA LOU STEARNS
VERNA LOU STEARNS




STATE CF LLABAMA

A N

BALDWIN COUNTY
TO ANY SHERIFF CF TEE STATE OF ALABRAMA:

L oLl

You are hereby commanded to summon Vernon A. Stearns to appear

and plead, answer

O

r demur, within thirty days from the service heré~
of, To the Bill of Complaint filed in the Circuit Court of Baldwin
County, Alabama, in Equity, by 4nna Lou Stearns, as Complainant,
against Vernon 4. Stearns, as Hespondent.

. N A AL
ditness my hand this the=2 day of dfeembes, 1950,

42?Zﬁuf <;2 Agészé
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ANNA LOU STEARHS, ? IN TEZ CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant : BaLDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
Vs. IN EQUITY

VERNCN 4. STEARNS,

Hespondent

Comes your Complainant, Anna Lou Stearns, and files this her
Bill of Complaint for divorce against Vernon 4. Stearns and shows
unto Your Honor and unto this Honorable Court as follows:

FIEST:
That your Complainant and the Respondent are both over the &ages
of twenty~one years and are bona fide residents of Baldwin County,
Alabama, residing in Fairhope, Alabama,

SECOND:
That your Complainant and the Respondent were merried on, heretor
fore, to-wit, Cctober 18, 1930 and lived together as husband and wife
wntll on, to-wit, November 25, 1958, when, on account of the matters
herelnafter complained of, your Complainant was compelled to live
separatve and apart from Respondeni; your Complainant avers and alleges
that the sald Respondent has, since her said marrizge to him, become

addicted to habitual drunkenness, and that said habit has continued

to the filing of this Bill; your Complainant further avers and chark




ges that Respondent has made threats to do her bodily harm and from
his manner and conduct toward her, she ls reasonably convinced that
he will commit an actuval violence upon her person, attended with
danger To her life and health.

TiIRD:

That there are no minor children of this merriage between Com-
plainant and Fespondent. That the Complainant and Respondent are
jointly seized of real property located in the City of Fairhope,
Alabéﬁa'aﬁd yéﬁf Céﬁ@iéiﬁém% Waiveé 5er right;.fitle and inﬁéresb
in said property and is willing to convey the same to Respondent;
that further, the Complainant and Respondent are jointly selzed of
personal property and household furnishings, of which Complainant
claims all right ang title thereto. That your Complainant has em-
ployed Ernest M. Bailey as her Sclicitor of Record to prosecute thi
cause of action and she is unable to pay him a reasonable Solicitox
fee for his services in this matter.

PRAYIR FCR PRCCESS AND RELIEF:

The premises considered, your Complainant prays that the above

" named Vernon A. Stearns be made z party defendant to this cause by

the usuwal writ or process of this Henorable Court requiring him to

appear and plead, answer or demur within the time and under the pea-

glties prescribed by the rules of this Court and the Statutes in

such cases made and provided; that Your Honor will also order and

decree that Respondent be reguired to pay Ernest M. Balley a reasom-

able Solicitor's fee for his services in prosecuting this cause; and

that Your Honor will grant unto Complainant an absclute diveorce frem

said Respondent and will decree that the parties be allowed to re-

marry if they see f£it. Should vour Complainant be mistaeken in tThe
P

W

relief prayed for, that there be granted to her such other, further
and gifferent relief “to which she may be entitled and as in- duty-

bound she will ever pray.

Lo K S n

CHMPLAIRANT

STATE OF ALABAMA -~- BALDWIN COUNTY:
Before me, the undersigned notary public in and for said state
and county, personally appeared isnna Lou Stearns, who after belng
.

by me first duly sworn, says: That the allegations contained in
the foregoing Bill of Complaint are true.

Dyrsy Kove b
" NNA LOU SILLENS
Sworn and subscribed to beford me this /Z ¢“day of November, 1956.

CNOTARY PUBLIC
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ANNA LOU STEARNS,
Gomplainant
 :VersuS o
VHHNON A. 6TLﬂﬂNb,

Respondent:

leceived

%ysmvmegﬁ¥f¥a-%f¢stéf ’/

SUMMONS AND BILL OF COMPLAINT

[ TUE CIRCUIT COURE OF
 BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
T BQUITY o

Cefoituii™ 1.

Lo

b aiibe 76
FILED
DEC 8 1950
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CRAL DEPOSITION . Printed by The Baldwin Times

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, Circuit Court.of Baldwin County, Alabama
- BALDWIN COUNTY e
_CANNA LOU STEARNS ~ COMPLAINANT
] Vs,
VERNOK. A. STEARNS - RESPONDENT
'1',. o Helen Bailey

-as.Register_and Commissioner

have called and caused to come before me_.. Anna Lou Stearns and Verna Lou

 Stearns

witness..£S __named in the requirement for Oral Examination, on the 22ndday of December,

19_28“_, at the office of Ernest M. Bailey, Attorney at Law

a
rd

Fairho e q s
atraope , Alabama, and having first sworn said witness €8  to speak the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said __A&nna Lou Stearns

-and Vexfna-- Lou Stearns : doth depose and say as follows:

- TESTIMONY CF ANNA LOU STEARNS: .
- My name. is Anna Lou Stearn s and I am the Complainant in the above
.styled cause. The Respondent's name is Vernon A. Stearns and we are
-both over the age of twenty-one years and residents of Fairhope, Bald-
- win County, Alabama. We were married in Mobile, Alabamz on October
184 1930 -and lived together as husband and wife until on November 25,
1958, On:that date the Respondent abused and threatened to do violence
to my person and I am of the opinion that if we continue to live to-
gether as’'husband and wife, the Respondent will actually commit bodily
violence upon my person or will injure nme permangntly.

- 4 |

A - T e ™
vyt ar N Rice X [ d o
Anna Lou Stearns

TESTIMONY -OF VERNA LOU STEARNS: '

My pame 'is Verna Lou Stearns and I am the dauvghter of the Complainant
..and Respondent in the zbove styled cause. I am over the age of twenty-
one years. On numerdus o¢casions I have Seen my mother emotionally
disturbed by threats of physical harm to her perscn made by my father.

I have also heard him threaten her on many occasions.

Lovig e WN\E
VERENA LOU STEARNS




Printed by The Baldwin Times

ORAL EXAMINATION

1, Belen Bailey as Register and Commissioner hereby certify
that the foregoing deposition on Oral Examination was taken down in writing by me in the words
of the witness.€S_ and read over toth@m__ and _the¥  signed the same in the presence of

Ernest M. Bailey

myself and

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of personal identity of said

witness.€S _or had proof made before me of the identity of said witnes€S __; that I am not of

counsel or of kin to any of the parties to said cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof.
"I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope £ the Reégister of said Court.

nd day of December 1958

Given under my hand and seal, this_.. 227
/e gmﬂ. - (L. S)
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ANNA LOU STEARNGS, i IN THE CIRCUIT COURYT CF

Complainant  BLLDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
vs. : IN BQUITY
VERNON 4. STEARNS, ] .
Respondent

ANSWER AND WAIVER
Comes the Respondent in the above styled cause; and for answer to
the Bill of Complaint filed.in said causé énd eaéh and evéry para-
graph thereof, separately and severally, says:

1. Respondent admits the allegations of the First Paragraph of
the Bill of Complaint.

2. Respondent admits the allegations of the Second Paragraph of
the Bill of Complaint as to the date of marriage and date of sepa-
ration but denies all other allegations of this Paragraph and
demands strict proof of the same.

3. Respondent admits the allegations of the Third Paragraph of
tke Bill of Complaint.

Respondent hereby accepts service of a copy of the summons and
Complaint in this cause and waives further service of the same.
Respondent also waives notice of the taking of testimony and notice
of submission of this cause and agrees that the testimony may be
taken and the cause submitted without further notice to him.

5§?ﬁzinggz&”_5? aSyiit.
RESPONDENT

STATE OF ALABAMA )
BALDWIN COUNTY )

I, the undersigned notary public in and for said state and county
certify that Vernon &, Stearns, whose name is signed To the fore-
going instrument and who is known to me, acknowledged before me on
this day that, being informed of the contents of the instrument,
he executed the same vcluntarily on day same bears date.

N~
Given under my hand and seal this the /7 _ &ay of December, 1558.
My commission expires June 10, 1962.
# 4 N

NOTARY PUBLIC \>




IN THE CIRCUIT GOURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
IN EQUITY

ANSWER AND WATIVER

ANNA LOU STEARNS,
Complainant

VS,

VERNON A, STEARNS,

Respondent
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