DIVORCE DECREE . MOORE FRINTING COMPANY ~ BAY MINETTE, ALA.

The State of Alabama, Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

S ,,F.._‘{ o
This cause cbmmg on to be heard was subnntted upon }3111 of Complamt

an

ansWer e o e and Tes’umony as noted by the Register, and upon con-
sideration thereof, the Court is of the opinion that the Complainant is entitled to the relief prayed for in
said bill.

It is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony heretofore

existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby dissolved, and that the said

is forever divorced from the

said__ TAddde FBe Ward e for and on account of

Toluntary Abandormend., IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED
THAT THE Complainant pay the Gross Comn_alpant TWENTY ($20. OO) DOLL%RS per
mwealk for v i : . B e A

and Dawn Hopn Ward andin add:.,t:mn ﬁhere'bo he 3 is ordered to pay all thelr
‘“ﬁ::u;.&,d..x., ;map.;ud..,;_ ard UenbEL OiiiS. 18 war Ty t..ubu.;lu.y amd control ol these
children is hereby awarded to the CrossComplainant, Lillie E. Ward, subject

To thHE Complainant’s right we reasonable visitation. 1ke Stipulaiion entered

inte Wy the Complainant a‘nd Respondent in this cause is hereby ratified
in all its terms.

It is futher ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry except

to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is taken within sixty

_ days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said appeal.

It-ig futher ordered that the Complainant and Respondent be, and they are hereby permitted to

again contract marriage upon payment of the cost of this suit.

It is futher ordered that___watber P. Ward

Judge Circuit Court, In Equity.

, Register of the Circuit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree, rendered by the
Judge of the Circnit Court in the above stated cause, which said
decree is on file and enrolled in my office.

ES 5 LFTHO 3N U.5.A.




. THE STATE OF ALABAMA
- BALDWIN COUNTY

In Circuit Court, In Equity

Walter P. Ward

Complainant

v,

Lillie E. Ward

Respondent

'DIVORCE DECREE
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WALTER P. WARD,
IN THE

Complainant,
CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY
VS. S
ALABAMA, IN EQUITY.
LILLIE E, WARD, _
NO. LIh5

Respondent.

STIPULATION:

The parties to this cause have mutually agreed that tﬁe
Complainant and Cross Respondent is gainfully employed earning the
sum of approximately SIXTY ($60.00) DOLLARS per week, which it
is agreed that he shall pay TWENTY ($20.00) DOLLARS per week to

i A ‘
the Respondent and Cross Complainant for support and maintenance

of the minof children, Walter P. Ward, Sue Allison Ward and Dawn
Hope Ward, and in addition thereto will pay all medical,
hospital and dental ©bills or charges.

It is further égreed that the Complainant and Cross Res~
pondent shall have the automobile and thalt the Respondent and
Cross Complainant shall have the stove, refrigerator and washing
machine and thet the remainder due on these items of furniture
will be paid by the Complainant and Cross Respondent,

It is further agreed between the parties, and therefore,
tipuiated that the Respondent and Cress Complainant shall have the
care, custody and control of the minor children of this marriage,
Walter P. Ward, Sue Allison Ward and Dawn Hope Ward, with the right

of reasonable visitation by the Complainant and Cross Respondent,

these rights of reasonable visitation are defined as visits by the
éomplainant and Cross Respondent to the children and the right to
%ave said children visit him at any reasonable time, but to be
returned to the Respondent and Cross Complainant before their nermal
t ime of retiremeni. The Complainant and Cross Respondent further

|

sgrees that he will be with said children at such times as they

are in his care.

S0




IT IS FURTHER STIPULATED AND AGREED that the Complainant
and Cross Respondent shall pay the sum of ONE HUNDRED ($100.00)
POLLARS to Cecil G. Chason, Seoiicitor for ithe Res?ondeni and

Compéaénané nid CToSS Lesponaen

s el

Cross Complainan t.

& Respondent and Cross s Complainant
b-21 fb"‘ff
ME ), DK, Een




Walter P, Ward
Complainant -
Vs
Lillie E, Ward

Responderh

Stipula:biqn




WALTER P, WARD,

LILLIE E. WARD,

IN THE

Complainant & Cross Respondent, CIRCUIT COURT OF

VS. BALDWIN COUNTY, ALA

BAMA, IN EQUITY
NO. Lhhs

Respondent and Cross Complainant.

M Mgt Wt et Nt s Soissat® SopirtF S ecigr’ Nt

TESTIMONY TAKEN IN OPEN COURT:

LILLIE E. WARD, BEING FIRST DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

Q.
A,
c.
A
Q.

A.

A,
Q.

A

Q.
AI

Examination by Mr, Chason.

What is your name, please?
Eileen Ward.
lLillie Eileen Ward?
Yes sir.
You are the Respondent and Cross Complainant in an action for
divorce?
I am.
On what date did you and the Complainant and Cross Respondeni
last live together as husband and wife?
June 29th, 1958 - one year ago today..
Did he at that time voluntarily abandon your bed and board?
Yes sir.
You all have not lived together as husband and wife or
recognized each other as husband and wife since that time?
That!s right.
You are both residents of Baldwin County, Alabama?
Yes sir.
And have been for more than one year before the filing of the
bill of complaint in this cause?
Yes sir.
You are both over the age of 21 years?
Yes sir.
Have you Bnd your husband reached an agreement, which you are

executing and placing in the file as to the custody, control




and support of the minor children, Walter P, Ward, Sue Alliseon Ward

and Dawn Hope Ward?

MRS, INEZ MADDOX, BEING FIRST DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

Yes sir.
That is to be made a part of the file in this cause?

Yes sir.

G.
A,
Qe
A

A .

e

L]
L}

Examination by Mr., Chason.,

Yes sir.

+Is she a suitable and fit person to have their care, custody and

You are Inez Maddox?
Right.

Where do you live?
Stapleton,

Are you perscnally acquainted with Lillie Eiieen Wyrd and Waiter
P, Ward?

Yes sir.

Are thgy both over the age of 21 years and residents of Baldwin
County, Alabama?

Yes sir.

They have been living in Stapleton for more than a year?

Yes sir.

Did Mr. Ward, more than a yvear ago, in Baldwin County, Alabama,

veluntarily abandon the bed and board of Lillie Eileen Ward?

And they have not lived together as husband and wife since
that time?

That is right.

There are three children, the fruiis of this marriage?

Yes sir,

These children are in the care, custody and control of their
mother, Lillie Eileen Ward?

Yes sir,

control?

Yes sir.

v e W S e L . S e T Wy -




CERTIFICATE:

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct
transcript of the testimony as taken by me in open Court on on
this the 29th day of June, 1959.

This 29th day of June, 1959,

_-,\vf/;;;vt«f_ A= 412-«2:‘ e ,ﬁfjﬂyﬁ%
Conurt Reporter
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WALTER P. WARD,
‘ IN THE

Complainant,& Cross Respondent
CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWﬂi

VS,
COUNTY, ALABAMA.

Lillie E, Ward,
IN EQUITY.

NO. LLi45

Respondent & Cross Complainant

St St S i s S i1 Mg Nt it iyt "t Sovsi®

Comes the Respondent and Cross Complainant in the above styled

cause and amends the bill of complaint heretofore filed therein

by adding the fellowing:

COUNT 12.
" Respondent and Cross Complainant alleges that the Complainant

and Cross Respondent voluntarily abandoned the bed and board of

the Respondent and Cross Complainant more than one year prior

to this date and they have lived separate and apart and not as

man and wife at any time since said abandonment.

DLl 2.
Solicitor flor—th¢ Respondent -
Cross Complainant
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STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY

TC ANY SHERIFF OF THE STATE OF ALARAWA:

Tou are hereby commended ‘Yo summons LILLIE B, WARD, to eppear
end plead, answer or demur within thirty days from the service herete % ‘
the Bill of Complaint filed in the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabams,
in Equity, by Welter P. Ward, as Complainant and against Lillie E, Ward,
a= Respondemt., .

WITWESS my hend this the .G day of _ /) pmy = |, 1958.

Hegisver

WALTER P. WARD 3
, IN THE CIRCUIT CCURT OF
COMPLATWANT ] B , .
ﬁ BALDWIN COUBTY, ALABAMA
Vs 1 _
™ BUITY
LILIIE B. WARD i
RESPONDENT I

TG HONORABLE HUBERT M. HALL, JUDGE OF THE CTIRCUIT GOURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
ALABAHA ,ETEQ%IITY: - | ‘ - -
' Your Complainant, Walter P, Ward, respectfully represents unboe
Your Honor and this Honorable Court as follows:
1.

Thet your Compleinent and Respondent are both bona fide resident
citizens of Baldwin Covnty, Alebems and reside 2%t Stapleton, Alebems and
that each is over the age of tweniy-one years.

2e

That the Complainemt and .Respondent were married at Lucedale,
Mississippi on dpril 8, 1953 aud lived together as man and wife wnbil the
later part of July, 1958,

3a
That there was born to this wmion three children; Welter P, Ward,

age three; Sue Allison Ward, age two and Dawn Hope Ward, age onss

&80
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That on, to=-wit, The 1lbth day of Februsry, 1958, the Respondent
pointed a pistol at the Complainant and threatened to shoot him with it
and from her aciions the Complainent verily believed that she would carry
out her threat; thet from her conduct the Complainant wes given every
reascnable epprehension to believe and he does believe that if he conbimued
to 1live with the Respondent that she will do zefuel vielence %o his person
whieh will necessarily endanger his life and health.

Complainant says further that the Respondent has struck him
or many occasions with her £ist and bes struck him a2t least once with a
.broom hendle, That she has repeatedly started fights with him, kicking
end scratbehing him on these cceasionse He further seys that he caznot
live with theResPondenﬁ-with any degree of gafety or comforis

Ba

Complaipent says that he is now living with his father and
mother; Waller ¢ Ward end Flls Ward, that they live in a large comforteble
home where a peaceful and christisn enviromment prevails; that your
Complainan® is in every respect a suitable snd proper person to bave the
custody of the childrem,

Complaindnt says further that the Respondent is net a £ik and
proper person to have the cusbody of the aforeseid children; that Reg=
pondent continuously and repeadedly uses coarse and vulgsr language in
the presence of these children; thaet Respondent is mew living with her
Pather snd mother, Brooks %ellasce znd Clars Wellace, Thal the énvironment
in this home is not suiteble for the rearing of children of a tender ages
that the parents of the Responden‘c are conbinuously bickering snd cursing
in the presence of these children,

‘WEREF{}RE, the premises consgidersed, your Complainant prays
that Your Honor will by proper precess make the seid Lillie E. Ward,

parby Respondent to this bill of compleink requiring her o plead, answer

81
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or demur to the same within the time and under the penalbies prescribed
by lew end the practice of this Honorsble lourt.

Your Complainsmb further prays. that upon & 'ﬁnal hearing herecfy
Your Homor will enter & decree forever barring the bonds of matrimény
existing between your Complainsnt end the Respondert; that your Complainapd
be awarded +the permsnent care, custody and ”ccz_ﬁ:rol of the minor ehildreng
Walter P. Ward, Sue Allisom Werd, and Dewn Hope Ward; Your Complainant
prays for such, other, further, different or genersl relief as he may be

in equity and good conscience entitled to receive.

£ M‘bé"/ T T
AZ. ) T zﬁmﬂﬁj W -

Solicijor for the Compleinant

B
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IF THE CIRCULT COURT aF

WALTER P, WARD, §
Complainant g BALDWTN GES‘UETY, LLABAWA
vs g IN EQUITY
LILLIE B, WARD, § CASE WO. 4445
- Respondent g

AHSHER TO CROSS BILL

T0 THE HCNORABLE EUBERT ¥. HALL, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT CQURT OF
BALDWIN CCUNTY, ALABAMA, in Bquibty Sitting:

Comes your Complainent in the szbove styled cause snd in
answer %o the Cross=Bill heretofore Filed therein, shows as follows:

1le The Complainznt admibs the allegatiens in Section 1.

2, The Complainant sdmits the allegztions in Section 2.

3. The Complainent sdmits the allegations in Section 3.

4e The Compla.inant dernies the allegations of Section 4
and for further answer says that the only time that he has:-ever used
physical force on the Hespondent was when i% was necessary to prevent
her from doing him physiesl injury.

5. For answer to Bection €, the Complainant says that he
admits so much of this sllegation as relates to the residence of the
.Respondent and her < ildren and says further that he has always main-
tained a suitable place for his wife and childrem to live. The
Compleinant says further that the reason the Reqmndanﬁ is not living
with him now is that she has refused %o live with him in the home
that he has provided for hery that the only place she will live willingly
is in the home with her perents,. |

6+ For smswer te Section 7, the Complainant says that he
was foreced to move the furniture mentioned in said Section into the
home of his perents, tixat 'i;here. is not reom in the house where the
Bespondent is living to pubt and keep this said furniture.

7« Por answer o Seobtion 8, The lomplainant says “bhai; thé
Respondent is not a fit and proper person to have the care, custody and
contrel of the minor children for the reasen set out in the Complainent®s
complaint and the Complainant says further the he admits beiﬁg ap sblew

bodied men and financially able to pay sums reguired for support and

=4



maintenance of the minor children. ]

8. The Complainsnt adwits the sllegations of Section Se

9+ The Complainant says that he is residing with his father
and mother, that his father is physically unable to perform strenuous
labor. The Complainent denies all other allegations in this Section
and dana:rids strict proef of the same,

10 The Compleinant neither admits nor denies the allegations

in Section 11 and demends strict proof of the same,

«y;’aféa/ WILTERS AND BRANTLEY
i 7 Dl J Mocts
mp

Solici;&or fer the ( ainznk

ate



CECIL G, CHASON

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
FOLEY, ALABEAMA

December 5, 1958

Mrs. Alice J. Duck, Register
Bay Minette, Alabama

Dear Mrs. Duck:
Enclosed herewith is an original and one copy of an
Answer and Cross=-Bill in Equity Case Number L4LL5,
Ward -vs- Ward. '
I am serving one copy on the Jolicitor for the
Complainant and ask that you have the Sheriff
serve a copy on Walter P, Ward of Stapleton,
Alabama. '
Yours very truly,
. (r /7 S
C. G. Chason
CGC:fm

encisSe. R



CecIiL G. CHASON
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

FOLEY, ALABAMA

December 5, 1958

Miss. Phyllis S. Nesbit
Attorney at lLaw
Wilters & Brantley

Bay Minette, Alabama

Dear Miss. Nesbit:

I am enclosing herewith copy of Answer and Cross=Bill
in the case of Walter P« Ward -~vse- Lillie E. Ward.

Yovrs wery truly,

0s Ga Chason
OGC:fm
ﬁnﬁlst l

ces Mrs. Aldice J. Duck, Reglster
Bay Minette, Alabama



HARRY J. WILTERE, JR.

TOLHERT M, BRANTLEY

LAW OFFICES OF
WILTERS & BRANTLEY

Bay MINETTE, ALABAMA
and

Robertsdsale, Alabama

Robertsdale, Alaboms
December 8, 1958

HMrse Alice J. Duck
Register

Court of Bquity
Baldwin County, Alabams
Bay Minette, Alabomm

Dear Mrs. Duck:

Enclosed please find esn snswer to the Cross Bill
in Equity, Csse Numberf445., I have msiled a copy of
this Answer to the Respondent®s atborney, Mr. Cecil
Chason at Foley.

Sincer<ly)

Enel, Answer %o Cross Bill
Equity Case No«f245

FHONE 5151




WALTER P. WARD,

‘Gomplainant, IN THE CIRGUIT COURT OF

—VSe BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

LILLIE E. WARD, IN BEQUITY

Respondent. CASE NO. LiL5

ANSWER AND CROSS-BILL

TO THE HOWORABLE HUBERT M. H&LZ, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, sLABaMA, in Equity Sitting:

Comes your Respondent In the above styled cause and in
answer to the Bill of Complaint heretofore filed therein; shows
as follows: |

e Respgndent admits the allegations of Paragraph 1.

2, Respondent admits that she and the Complainant were
intermarried at Lucedale, Mississippi, on &pril 8; 1953; but
denies that they lived together as man and wife until the latter
part of July; 1958; showing to the Court that separation occured
on the 29th day of June, 1958.

3. Respondent admits that there were born of this marriage
three (3) children; namely, Walter P. Ward, Sue Allison Ward and-
Dawn Hope Ward; but denies their ages to be as shown in the Bill
of Complaiht; showing to the Court that their ages are respect-~
ively as follows: L years, 3 years and 2 years as of January, -
1959,

L4, Hespondent denies the allegations of Paragraph 4L of the
Bill of Complaint; and demands striect proof thereof.

5., Respondent admits that Complainant is now living with
his father and mother; and adwits that she and the children of
this marriage are now living with her father and'mother, which
she alleges to be caused by the failure on the part of the Compl-
ainant to provide for she and the children a separate, suitable
dwelling. Lespondent denies each and every other allegation iﬁ
Paragraph 5 of the Bill of Complaint,

The said Lillie E. Ward, having answered the Bill of

Complaint heretofore filed in this cause, and each and every

Paragraph thereof, files herewith, as Cross Complainant, a Cross-

83
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Bill, and respectfully represents and shows unto this Honorable
Coﬁrt the following:

le That she and tha Cross Respondent are both over:ﬁhe
age of twenty-one years, and both are lifetime residents of
Baldwin County, ﬁlabama; residing at Stapleton.
| 2+ That Cross Complainant and Cross Respondent were
married on the 8th day of April, 1953; and except for brief
periods of separation, have lived together as man and wife until
the 29th day of June, 1958.

3s That there has been born of this marriage three childe-
ren, namely, Walter P. Ward, 4 years of age; Sue Allison Ward;.
3 years of age, and Dawn Hope Ward, who will be 2 years of age
in January of 1959, |

e That since marriage of vour Cross Complainant and
Cross Respondent; he has struck her in the face and committed
other actual violence on her person; attended with danger to her
life or health, and that she belileves it to be reasonable to
apprehend and expect other acts of physieal violence upon her
person, attended with danger to her life or health should she
continue to live with the Cross Respondent as husband and wife,

6. Cross Complainant shows unto the Court that she is now
living with her mother and father in Jtapleton, &labama; along
with her three children; and that she was so residing with her
mother and father, with her three children and her husband, before
separation, as a result of his failure and refusal to provide her
a suitable; permanent; separate place of residence. (ross
Complainant further shows that the children above named are in
her care, custody and control, and that on previous separations
between she and the Cross Hespondent, that the children then born
remdined in her care; custody and control.

7. Cross Gomplainant further shows unto the Court that
priof to separation Cross Respondent removed furniture and
fixtures from a home in which they were jointly residing with
thelr children; and where they had a right to be, without her
knowledge or consent, necessitating residing with the parents
of your Cross Complainant or of the Cross Respoendent, because of

the failure on the part of the Cross Hespondent to provide a
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home, and that a washing machine; stove and refrigerator con-.
stituted part of the furniture and fixtures removed, which she
considers to be her property, and which Cross Respondent still
has in his possession or control,.

8., C(ross (Complainant further shows unto the Court that
she is a fit and proper person to have care,custody and control

of the minor children of this marrizge vested in her, and that

- the Cross Hespondent is an able bodied man, earning a livlihoed,

and is financially able to pay such sums as ae required for her
support and maintenance and for the support and maintenance of
the minor children of this marriage.

9. Cross Complainant further shows that the Juvenile
Court of Baldwin Gounty, &labama; has directed, Ordered and
Decreed, Walter P. Ward, the Cross Respondent, to pay to her
the sum of Twenty Dollars ($20.00) per week, for the support and
maintenance of the minor children of this marriage, which said
Judgment and Decrse ié still in full foree and effect.

10, Cross Complainant further shows unto the Court that
Cross Hespondent is residing with his fatﬁer and mother, Walter
C. Ward and Ella Ward; and that the said Walter C. Ward is infirm
and physicaily unable to preform strenous labor, and that, there-
fore; the farm properties are primarily maintained by Ella Ward,
who preforms menial tasks'and duties thereabout, and that her
time 1s fully occupied in caring for the wants of her husband,
and the demands of the livestock and properties belonging to them

1le Cross Complainant further shows unto the Court that she
is not gainfully employed and has no funds with which to employ
counsel to represent her in this yrocéedinge

PRAYER FOR PROCESS AND RELIEF

THE PREMISES CONSIDERED, your Gross Complainant prays that
a copy hereof‘be serve& upon the Cross REepondent, requiring him
to plead, andwer or demur; in accordance with the rules of this
Court énd the Statutes in such cases made and provided.

{ross Complainant further prays that upon‘a final hearing
hereof, that your Honor will grant to her an absolute Decree of

Divorce from the said Cross Respondent; that your Honor will

award to the Cross Complainant the care, custody and control of
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the minor children of this marriage hereinabove named; that your
Honor will award to your Cross Complainant the stove; refriger-
ator and washing machine hereinabove described; that your Honor
will award to your Cross Complainant such sum as in your Honor's
discretion seems meet and proper; for her support and maintenahce
and for the support and maintenance of the three minor children
of this marriage; and that your Honor will award toher such sum
&s in your Honor's judgment is meet and proper for C. G. Chason,
her Solicitor of Record in this cause, and that your Honor will
grant to her such other, further, different or general relief

as in this cause seems meet and proper.
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