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The State of Alabama, Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

________________ 32‘*{‘,@1_}_3?__3;_13_3-_0:‘@1_\1_"_,_______"__________‘ Complainant

ETUA PEABRI WN
;"T”A__Pi‘fé‘in__g_E%_i\'ik_i_-___..---”__,-_,.,_.___-,_, Respondent

'This cause coming on to be heard was submitted upon Bill of Complaint, Decree Pro Confesso on

Waive and Testimony as noted by the Register, and upon con-

sideration théreof, the Court is of the opinien that the Complaii:ant is entitled to the relief prayed for in
said bill.
It is thereforé -ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony heretofore

existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby dissolved, and that the said

_______ —— ____'___“AELDE"I.&?&.I}-.HL_33_@1@1_______;____ cem—immeeeme 158 forever divorced from the

ey e ETEA PRART. BROWN s for and on account of

© Habitual Drunkenness - and the Counplainant hereby

siven the custody of the minor childrern borm to tThis marriage.

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry except

to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is taken within sixty

days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said appeal.

It is futher ordered that the Complainant and Respondent be, and they are hereby permitted to

again contract marriage upon payment of the cost of this suit.

It is further ordered that EDWARD H. BRCWN

the _____ Complaivant ___________. pay the cost herein to be taxed, for wkich executed may issue.

T e e e e , Register of the Circnit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree, rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said
decree is on file and enrolled in my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the__._ .. day
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA "
- BALDWIN COU_NTY

In Circuit Court, In Equity

EDWARD H. BROWN

Complainant

AN

ETHA PEARI, BROWN

Respondent

'DIVORCE DECREE




EDWARD H. BROWN,
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant,
BALDWIN CCOUNTY, ALABAMA,
~7S-
IN EQUITY.
ETHA PEART, BROWN,

wiznd ezl B petmd e

Zespondent.

TESTIMCOKNY OF EDWARED H. BREOWN, COMPLAINANT:

EDWARD H. BROWN, being first duly sworn, deposes and
says, as follows, to-wit:

My mame 1s EDWARD H. BROWN, and I am bringing this
i1l of complaint in & sult for divorce agalinst my wife, ETHA
PEART, BEOWN. Both wmy wife and I are over the age of twenty-one
years, anud I have 2 home down at Point Clear, in Baldwin County,
Alabzma, and have been living there for three years and I am
still living there.with my wife.

My wife and I were married onm the 3rd day of January,
1937, over in Richton, Mississippi. AT that fime we were living
in Mississippi and 1ived there umtil about 1940. We came to
Alzbama then and she and I lived over in Mobile, Alabzna.

At the time we were narried, she was not drinking
heavily, but she starfed-drinking heavily over in Richton, Miss-
issippl, and T Thought that changing the location would get her
away from drinking, but it did not. She would drirk during the
day time, I would come home and find her inTtoxicated zmnd it
generally got worse although at times things would get better.
Her drinking had gotten so bad that on numercus occasions she
would get drunk and the uneighbors would phone me ou the job and
I would have to come home znd look after her. She has been picked
up by the police for drinking, numercus times, and one time she
was arrested and conmvicted iIn the Falrhope City Court for'driving
while intoxiceted--that was about one year £go.

She habitually gets drunk and neglects The children
and matters have gotten from bad to worse. Oun or zbout the 6th
of Mey, 1958, while she was partizlly intoxicated, she talked
about leaviung me, getting 2 divorce and going off with & man she
knew in Fairhope. BRBoth he a2nd she left town omn, or about, the
7th of May, 1958, and I made inguiries of her sister in Pascagoula,
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Mississippi, who Told me that she was with this man and had been
drinking.

The next night I wenbt over to Pascagoula on the bus,
saw her, got the car and took 1t nome. She has since come back
to Feirhope, has signed over her interest in the property to nme,
a2nd. signed the walver for this divorce case.

To this marriage we have had four children, namelys

EDGAR HARRY BROWN IS +twenity years old and is in the armed Services;

et
£

The three younger children, JERRY DALE BROWN, JANDA ELAINS BROWHN
and DONNTE RAY BROWN are living with us. I haverbesn taking care
of the children and for two or three times 2 week, for the last
year or so, have had to mot only take care of my job but cook
the meals for them and look after then.

I am making good wages, have a good home, znd can take
can take care of these childrenm, and the reason why I say it is
for the best imterest of these children tc be under my care and
custody is because when my wife was living there at the home with
me, two or three days a week she would be under the influence of

alcoholic beverages and, imn short, drunk a2nd too drumk to take care

of the children. She would alsc leave the house, go off with

other men and make no preparation of meals for The children and
take mo reSponSibility whatsoever. She often left the children
just like she left them ou tue last time--whén she would get Two
or three bottles of beer she would go off and leave the ¢children,
and on several occasions, she was picked up by the police or
picked up by our oldest sou, who was phoned that she was under the
weather.

Often T would come home, Tind that she had taken The
car and gone, and I wohzd have to go around and hunt her up. I
have found her drumk several times in the car; one time she was
passed oubt, the baby was with her and the car was in the ditch.
The baby was also with hew when she was picked up for drivieg
while intoxicated.

T can make arraungements to get somebody to stay with
the two younger children while They are al the house and I an
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off at work. I feel that the only way to bring these children
up right is to raise them myself because it does mot work, my

trying to save this home by keeping my wife there.

L ot

EDWARD H. BROWN

Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 1l4th day of May, 1958.

O{;’éz; N %@ZEM«J

7 COMMISSIONER
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EDWARD H. BROWN,
Complainant,
~VS-
ETHA PEARIL BROWN,

Respondent.

TESTIHMONY

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA,

IN BEQUITY.




EDWARD H. BROWN, 1
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant,
i BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABDAMA,
~VS-
IN EQUITY.
ETHA PEART. BROWN, ¥

Respondent. ]

TESTIMONY OF ELLIS E. NEWELL, A WITNESS ON BEHALF 0F COMPLAINANT.
ELLIS E. NEWELL, being duly sworn, testified as follows:

My mame is ELLIS E. NEWELL gnd I live in Falirhope, Baldwin
Coﬁnty, Alzbama on 451 Pamelo Street. I zm employed by the City
of PFairhope as & police officer.

I have been knowing Edward H. Brown 2ll of his 1life and have
known his wife, Etha Pearl Brown prior To the Time they were
married. They are btoth bomna fide residents of Point Clezar,
Baldwin County, Alabama.

T heard that she ileft Fairhope on, or about, the 7th day of
May, 1958, but I do not kumow this of my own persomnal knowledge;
neither do I know of my own personal knowledge whether or mnot she
has come back, but they were living in their home at Point (Clear.

I do kmow positively that she is an alcoholic and has given
him no end of trouble., I am a friend of Edwerd H. Brown”and on
several occasions when he was looking for her I have nelped him
hﬁnt for her, and on one occasion I found her down omn the beach &t
Fairhope, drumk, well after wmidnight, by herself, and she was in
her car but was not driving it at the time we found her. She was
in no condition to drive the car home, and so Mr. Brown took ithe
car and drove her home, and she ran away again that night and he
did not see her until the next morning.

On another occasion I was called out on White Avenue on the
couplaint of a resident there and found her in a2 pick-up truck with
the motor rumning and her little boy in the car with her. 3She was
drunk--strictly im mo conditiom to drive. I did mot want to put
her aznd the baby in jail so I tried to get a2 taxi tec take her home
but she resisted and we were afraid that she would jump out of the
taxi, so I had to bodily pick her up and take her to jail, aund

left the child in the custody of Mrs. Frye, an elderly lady, and
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called Mr. Brown to come up and check on the comnditions,
which he did and he them took her home. She steood trizal
irn the Recorder®s Court in the City of Fairhope, on the

i9th of January, 1957, and was convicted of driving while

1

intoxicated. At that time E. G. Rickerby was mot the Recorder.
I know that Mr., Brown hes had 2 world of trouble with

her and has dome 2ll he could to help her break this habdbit.

- I feel that it is to the best interest of the children to

be under his care and custody because I know of my own perscnal

knowledze that he has been looking a2fter thewm and he has

relatives and can make arrangements to have somebody help hiu.
He has & good Jjob as 2 superintendent or foreman with

Pilnkie Davis and has a good work record with him and is making

good wages, and the children are his life,

é Elly E Pt

ZLLIS E. NEWELL

Subscribed -and sworn to before me this gk.xﬁgday-of May., 1958.

CjZi;Qﬂx/éjﬁ/\uxﬂégézéaaazLﬂw

~ COMEISSIONER /




EDWARD H. BROWN,

Complainant,

VS
ETHA PEARL BROWN,

. Respondent.

TESTIMNONY

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA,
IN EQUITY.




I, TILLIE XK. STEPHENS, Commissioner, acting umder
stipulation of the parties in the divorce suit of EDWARD H.
BROWN versus =THA PEARL BROWN, pending in the Equity side of
the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alasbama, hereby cerilfly
that I have caused the witnesses in this cause, mnamely, EDWARD
Y, BROWN and ELLIS E. NEWELL, who were wade known to me and krown
to be the idemtical witmesses called by the parties, to come to
my office in the Bank Buiiding in the City of Fairnope, Bzléwin
County, Alabama, where said witmesses, after being first duly
sworm by me, upon examinatiom of E. G. Rickarby, Esquire, Solic-
itor for the Complainant, did testify as shown by the atbached
testimony, and that their testimony was, by nme, reduced to writing
2s given by them as near as might be in Thelr idemtical language
and, after being so reduced tc writing, was read over by the said
witnesses who assented to and signed the same in wy presence.

I further certify that I am mot of coumsel or kin to
either of the parties to the cause, nor anywise interested in
the results thereof.

IN WITNESS, I hereunte set my hand as Commissioner on

this the 15th day of May, 1958.

r/// Y%//F]/ZZ/M

LONMISSTOY“R







EDWARD H. BRCWN,

Couplzinant, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT CF

-VS- BALDWIN COUNTY, ALARAMA,

ETHA PEARL BROWN,
Respondent.

IN =ZQUITY.

TC THE HONORABLE HUBERT M. HALL, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN
COUNTY, ATABAMA, IN EQUITY:-

Comes ZDWARD H. BROWN by this his Bill of Complaint present-
ed against ETHA PEARI BROWN, and respectfully shows:

_FIRST: That the Complazinant 2nd Respondent are both over
the age of tweunty-ome years and both are now, and haeve been for three
years mext preceding the filing of this Bill of Complaint bona fide
residents of Baldwin County, Alabazma, both residing in The town of
‘Point Clear, Baldwin Cownty, Alabama.

SECOND: Complainant and Respoundent were married on, or about,
the 3rd day of January, 1937, in Richton, Mississippi, and have lived
together until about the‘?th day of May, 1958.

-THIRD: That the Respoundent, ETHA PEARL BROWN, has become
—addicted after marriage to habitusl drunkenness.

FOURTH: That there 1s borm to this marriage four children,
nanely, EDGAR HARRY EROWN, twenty years of age; JERRY DALE BROWN,
fourteen years of age; WANDA ELAINE BROWN, ten years of age; and DONNIE
RAY BROWN, three years of age. That the three younger children are
under the care and protection of this Complainant who is a fit z2nd
suitable person fto have the care, custody‘and conirol of szid minor
children above mamed, and that it is to the best interest of the szid
minor children to be under the care, custody and control of this Come
plainant; and that on, or about, the?7th day of May, 1958, the Respond-
ent left her houwe, children and this Complainant.

FIFTH: That the Complainant and Respondent hold title, subject
to a wortgage in favor cof the Baldwin Coumty Savings and Loan Associztion,
tc the home place, in their joint nawmes with right of survivorship, and
wnich home place is described zs follows, to-wit:

From the center of Section 5, Township 7 South,
Bange 2 East, run thence West TWENTY-TWO (22)
feet and North THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-EIGHT

AND FIVE TENTES (358.5) feet to point of begin-
ning; run thence in 2 Northeasterly direction

(Contd om next Page).




Inre: DBrown vs. Brown
Bill of Complzint Contt*d.

ONE THOUSAND AND THIRTY~TWO (1032} feet

to pipe corner om the Half Sectiom Line

of sald Sectiom 5; run thence West

THIRTEEN HUNDRED AND SIX (1306) feet

to a2 pipe cormner; run thence South TWO

HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE (245) feet to a

pipe corner; run thence East THEEE

HUNDEED AND TWENTY-THREE AND SEVENTY-

FIVE ONE BUNDREDTH {(323.75) feet to a

feuce cormer; rum theunce South along

2 fence line SEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-

SEVEN (787) feet to a cormer; rum

thence in an easterly directiom NINE

HUNDRED AND BSEVENTY-FIVE (973 feet,

more or less, to the point or place

of beginning; said property being accord-

ing to 2 survey made by He. W. Graham,

10 May, 1953, 2nd coubaining 26 acres,

more or less.
And, that said home place has been purchased by this Complainant
with his own funds and that none of the Respomdent's funds have
been expended for said property, and that said property is
needed by this Complainant to provide for the care and custody
of sa2id minor children.

WHEREFOEE, THE PREMISES CONSIDERED, Complainant prays
that ETHA PEART, BROWN be made party defendant to this cause, and
by proper process requifed to plezd, answer or demur within the
time prescribed by law.

Complainant further prays that on a2 final hearing
of this cause, & decree of divorce from the bonds of matrimony
be rendered, forever divorcing him from the said ETHA PEART
BROWN.

Complainant further prays that the Court will deterw
mine That The Respondent has mo right in said properiy and hold
thet title to said property be vested in the Complainant; or,
if Complainant is incorrect in asking for this relief, the Court
will ascertain and determine the right, title and interest as
te the property mentioned in accordance with Section 188 of Titie
47, 1950 Code of Alabzma, and that the Court will order sa2igd
property sold for division to pay Respondeni'®s interest in szid’
property, after deducting the costs and expenses of szid sale,
including a reasomzble fee for Complainant®s solicitor.

Complainant further prays that the Cdurt will awerd

nim the care, custody zand control of the three minor children

(Comtd om mext Page).
o




born to this marriage, nemely, JEERY DALE BEOWN, WANDA ELAINE
BROWN and DONNIE BAY BROWN, (Edgar Harry Brown being in the

Armed Forces, in the Umited States Marine Corps), and that the
Respondent be allowed the right to visit with salid minor children
a2t reasconsble tTimes snd places, and that the Court will grant to
the Complainant such other different or further relief as to

Egquity may seem meet.

E. G. BICKABBV |
Solicitor for Covp ainant.
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YR,

L
P WM %r &&W/
V3,

Etie Newrls vy

UL

MAY 15 1958

QEE 1 BBCK Basisiee

X




s,

‘&‘”XH‘”“H,

e T e

EDWARD H. BROWXN IN THEE CIRCUIT CQOURT CF

Complainant, BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
_s. IN EQUITY

ETHA PEARL BROWN,

Eea e e 4 e e i b £

Respondent.

WAZITVER

Come's~ETHA PEARL BRCWN, Respondent in the above styled
cause, and for answer to the Bill of Compiaint says she denies each
allegation cf same.

Respondent hereby walves notice of demend for oral exam-
ination of Complainantfs'witnesses; of the issue of commissicon to
take testimony; of the time and place set for taking same; and of
the right to introduce evidence in his own behalfl.

Respondent further agrees that this cause may be submitted
for final decree at any time on the pleading and Complalinant’s

evidence as ncted by the Regilster.

g%fﬁéﬁaE%éﬁ%ﬁélﬁgg;L&¢ﬁhng

THA PEARL BROWN, Respondent
STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY

g . !

I, F}ﬁgxﬁﬁm:*;ﬁyj 4ﬁ&§5@é;@y@/ » & Notary Public in and
fer said State gnd County hereby gertify that ETHA PEARL BROWN whose
name 1s signed to the foregoing instrument, is known tc me, acknow-
ledged before me on this date, that being informed of the contents
of said instrument, she signed the same veoluntarily on the day same
bears date.

Witness my hand and seal this _ /¥ é?day of Wii.. , 1958,

ﬁf’

NODa@y Publlc, Baldwin Céanuy, Ala .
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EDWARD H, BROWN,
Complainant,
-VS-
ETHA PBARL BROWN,

Respondent

WATITVER

LN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA



"EDWARD H. BROWN,
3 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant,
_VS-

ETHA PEARL BROWN,
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Respondent.

NOTE OF EVIDENCE

This cause is submitted for finzl decree on Complain-
arnt®s bill, answer znd waiver filed by Eespondent, and édepositious

of Complainant and ELLIS E. NEWELL.

E. G. RICKAEBY,
Solicitor for Complainant.
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