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MY RTLE Y OUNG THCOENTCN,

E Complainant,
e VS
| JOEN THORNTON,

Respondent.
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ANSWER AND WLIVER

Comes now the Respondent, John Thornton, and for answer to
the Bill of Complaint heretofore filed against him in said cause
says as follows:

That he denles each znd every allegation of the said Bill

of Complaint and demands strict proof thereof.

CAnd for further. answer to sszid Bill of Complaint the Re~

spondent hereby accepts service of a copy and notice of the filing
. of the said Bill of Complaint and hereby waives any further notice
to him of the day set for hearing, the ¥ing of testimony or the

| submission for final decree of the sbove styled cause and does here-

| by consent that the same may be submitted and testimony taken with-

i ceut further notice to him.

Jomn Thoranton

el T )

;Sworn to and subscribed

| before me this (4™ day

. of January, 1955.
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Notary @ublﬁc, Balcwin County, Ala.
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MYRTLE YOUNG THOENTON, 1
Complainant, i
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Vs, X
BALDWIN COUNTY , ALABRAMA
JOHN THORNTON, ¥
IN EQUITY
Respondent. X

ONORAELE CIRCUIT COURT OF BAIDWIN COUNTY, ALAE&MA; IN BEOUITY
ER HONORABLE HUEBERT M. HALL, JUDGE THTREOF:

Comes your Complainant, the undersigned Myrtle Young Thornton;
and respectfully represents and shows unto your Honor and unto this

Honorable Court as follows:

FIRST:

That she is eighteen years of age and a resident citizen of

Robertsdale, Baldwin County, Alebama, where she has resided all her |

1ife. Thet the Respondent is nineteen years of a2ge and a resident

of Honeoye, New York, but he is presently a member of the United

|
States Marine.Corps and is stationed in Camp Le June, North Carolin%

ZCOND:
That your Complainant and the Respondent were married in

Lucedale, Mississippi, on January 5, 1955, by one Van H. Hardin,

—t e

a2 Baptist minister, but your Complainant and the Respondent have

never lived together as man and wife and they have never cohabited

since they married. That your Complainant repudiated her marriage |
contract with the Respondent upon their return to Alabama from
Lucedale, Mississippi, and said contract has never been consummated1
WHEREFORE, the premises considered your Complainant respect~
fully prays that this Honorable Court will take Jurisdiction in the
matters herein involved and will cause the ususl writ of process
to issue to the Respondent requiring him to plead, answer or dermur
to this Complaint within the time allowed by law and the rules of

this Honorable Court.
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Your Complalnant further prays that upon a hearing of this
cause that your Honmor will enter a decree annulling the marriage
contract heretofore entered into between your Complainant and the
Respondent and declare said marriage null and void. Your Com-
plainant further prays that in and by the terms of said decree
that your Honor will restore to your Complalinant her maiden name,
to-wit, Myrtle Young, and will enter such further orders and decrees
as will be necessary to annul her sald marriage to the Respondent

or which, in equity, will be meet and proper.

D1 4, T Vs T,
Cj Myrt%sfiou%g/mhornton

STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN C(QUNTY
Before me, Norborne C. Stone, Jdr., a Notary Public, in and

for said County in said State, personally appeared Myrtle Young

Thornton, who is known to me and who, after being by me first dullyi - .

and legally sworn, did depose and say under cath as follows:

That her name is Myrtle Young Thornton and that she is the
Complainant in the above styled cause and that her name is signed
To the foregoing complaint and that the facts alleged therein are

true.

sworn to and subseribed

before me this lihth day

of January, 1955. . /hv/éﬂ. o
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MYRTLE YOUNG THORNTON, ) IN THE
)
Complainant, ) CIRCUIT COURT QOF BALDWIN
)
VS. ) COUNTY, ALABAMA. IN
JOEN THORNTON, )
) EQUITY.
Respondent. }
2 NC., =wwmm
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TESTINMONY TAKEN IN OPEN COURT, ON January 1L, 1955, IN BAY
MINETTE, ALABAMA.

MR. STONE REPRESENTING THE CCMPLAINANT.

MYRTLE YOUNG THCRNTON, THE CCMPLAINANT, BEING FIRST DULY SWORN,
TESTIFIED:

Direct examination by Mr. Stone.

Q.
A.
Q.

Is this Myrtle Young Thornton?

Yes, sir.

Myrtle, yocu signed anc filed this complzint today, is
that right?

Yes, sir.

How ¢ld are you, Myrtie?

18.

Where do you live?

Baldwin County, out from Ro¢bertsdale.
Have you lived there zll of your 1ife?
Yes, sir.

Do you know John Thornton?

Yes, sir.

Do you know how old John is?

1.

Where does he live, do you know? =~- Is he a resident
of Alzbama?

No, sir, he is from New York.

Is he 2t this time in Alabama?

Yes, sir.

Is he a member of the armed forces?

Marines.
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Do you know where he is stationed?

Camp LelJeune, North Carclina.

Myrtle, did you and John Thornton go to¢.Lucedzle, Mississippi
on January 5th of this year for the purpose of getting
married?

Yes, sir.

Who went with you?

My brother-in-law, Jackie Ard, and Bertha, and Louise
Young and Calvin Young and Maynard Young.

Did you =all get _ _ Did you all go to Lucedale, Miss.?
Yes, sir.

Did you and John Thornton procure a marriage license there?
Yes, s ir.

Did you take the license to a Mr. Vann Harten, a Baptist
Minister? |

Yes, s ir.

Did he perform a marriage ceremony?

Yes, sir.

After the preacher performed the ceremony, did you all
come back to Baldwin County?

Yes, s ir.
Did you come back with the sme people that went over
there with you?

Yes, sir.

Were you with them the whole time you were in Mississippi?
Yes, sir.

And all of the way back to Robertsdale?

Yes, sir,

Did you and John Thornton sleep together that night?

Ne, sir.

Did you repudiate your marriage contract with him that
night after you goti back to Robertsdak?

T wouldn't work.

[l

After I got rtack I decided
You have never lived with John Thornton as man and wife?

{page 2]}




A. No, sir.

Q. Are you presently expecting 2 chilad?
A. No, sir.

10. You have not lived with John Thornton at any time frox

A. No,sir.

%

%

i

% January 5th. to the present time?

|

!Q. Your maiden name was Myrile Young, is that correct?
!

. A. That's right.

LOUISE YOUNG, A WITNESS FOR THE COMPLAINANT, BEING FIRST DU

SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLCWS:

Direct examination by Mr. Stone.

Q. Is this Louise Young?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. -Louise, are-you.related to Myrtle Young Thornton?

A. We are first cousins.

Q. Did you go to Mississippi, among others, with she and
John Thornton on January 5th, 19557

Yes, sir.

? Q. Was Calvin Young along?

é A. Yes, sir.

% Now were you with them on the entire trip over there?
Yes, sir.

Did you witness the marriage ceremony between this boy

and girl?

i A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you with them the entire time until you got back
1o Robertsdale?

A. Yes, sir;.

Do you know of your own personal knowledge whether or
not Myrtle stayed with John that night?

No, s ir, she slept with me.

All right. And you were with her from that time--from

the time you went to Mississippi until she gol in the

bed with you that night?
(page 3)
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A. Yes, s ir.

Q" Has she, to your knowledge, or do you know of your own
personal knowledge , whether or not she has lived with him
as man and wife since January 5th., 19557

A. No, sir.

Q. Where is she staying?

A, She is staying at her sisterts -~ Eara Mae's.

Q. Has she been staying there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Since January &th?

A, Yes,s ir.

Q. She stayed with you the night of January Sth, is that

right?

Q.

A.

Is this Calvin Young?
Yes, sir.

Q. Did vou go to Mississipp

John, among others, on January Sth., 1

éA. Yes, sir.
| and Myrtle?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now did you witness the

married?

A. That's right.
Q. Myrtle has lived in Robertsdale all of her 1ife?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know how old she is?
A. 18,
. CALVIN YOUNG, A WITNESS FCR THE COMPLAINANT, BEING FIRST DULY
SWORN, TESTIFIED:
Diredct examination by Mr. Stone.

i with Louise and Myrtle and

9557

Did - Were you with them that entire day? -- With John

marriage ceremony when they got

Did you see them get married before a preacher?

(page L)




tA. Yes, sir.
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E_Q. Did you then come back to Robertsdale w

E'A. Yes, sir.

éiQ. You were with them from the time they wenit through the
ceremony until they got back to Rebertsdale?

A. Yes, sir

Q. Are you kin to Myrtle?

A. 1'm her brother.

Q. She has lived in Robertsdale z2ll of her life, sc far as
you Know?

1 A. Yes,s ir.

{1
-3

THE COMPLAINANT RES

b-iv

I hereby certify that the foregoing consisting of

-

pages 1 1o 5 both inclusive, correctly sets.forth a itrue and
correct iranscript of the testimony in the above siyled cause
as taken by me, in open Ccurt, before Hon. Hubert M. Halil,
Judge of said Court, on the liith day of January, 1955.

This 1llith day of January 1955.

Court Reporter




MYRTLE YOUNG THORNTON,
_ IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
% Complainant,

OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.
VS. .

JOEN  THORNTON,

Restndent.
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" This cause coming on te be heard -is submitted for

a final decree upon the original bill of complaint of the'Com-
plainant, Myrtle Young Thornton, answer and waiver of the Res-
pondent, John Thornton, and the tTestimony taken ore tenus of
Myrile Young Thornton, Loulise Young and Calvin Young, and the
Court, after consldering the pleadings and the testimony, 1is
of the opinion that the Complainant is entitled to the relief
IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREE
by the Court that the purported marriage between Myrtle Young
Thornton and John Thornton on January 5, 1955, at Lucedale,

it Mississippi, be and the same is hereby anrnulled and declared

i for mnaugnht and that the sald Myrtle Young Thornton and John

Thornton be, and they are hereby judicially ascertained bto be
not legally marrlied to each other, but two single persons.

IT IS FURTEER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AKD DECREED

by the Court that the Complainant resume her maiden name of

Myrtie Young.
| IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED

by the Court that the Complainant pay the cost in this cause,

for which executlion may issue.

Dated at Bey Minette, Alabama, this 31st day of

Janual‘y, 1955‘
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Judge ol The 20Tk Judicial
Circuit of Alabama.




