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The State of Alabama, Baldwin County \5/9?///;

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

________________________ BB _JEAN COFRTaMn ____________, Complainant

V5.

R

JAVMES Ce COPELAND ______________, Respondent
L - e T

: R Y
g - -

1. 7 his cause coming on to be heard was submitted upén Bill of Complaint,"-

ANSWER AND WAIVER

e L3

and Testimony as noted by the Register, and upon con-
sideration thereof, the Court is of t_he opinion that the Complainant is entitled to the relief prayed for in
said bill.

Tt is-therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony heretofore

existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby dissolved, and that the said

_________________________ BETTY JEAN COPBLAND e ——__is forever divorced from the
: N o A Ce COPELAND for and on account of

and conirol of th

Copeland Jdr., with the rizht of the Respondent to wisit them 2t reascnahle
timese

IT 1S FURTHER CRUERED ADJUNGED AND DECREED That the Respondent—James—GoCope

oo d. Fhe e ey

lzrnd pa

& DIy to i . : . & sum o
($20.00) Per week for the support of the said minor children. .
It is futher ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry except

to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is takem within sixty

days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said appeal.

It is futher ordered that the Complainant and Respondent be, and they are hereby permitted to

again contract marriage upon payment of the cost of this suit.
It is futher ordered that____.__._d2mes C._Copeland

a2y the cost herein to be taxed, for which executed may issue.

Judge Circuit Court, In Equity.

___________________________________________________________________ . Register of the Circuit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree, rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated canse, which said
decree is on file and enrolled in my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the oo

GoES {15 LITHD N 8.5,




THE STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY

In Circuit Court, In Equity

B ETTY JEAN COPELAND

- Complainant

- IAMES C. GOPELAND

Respondent |

| DIVORCE DECRER




BETTY JEAN CCOPELAND

COMPLAINANT

JAMES C. COPELAND

?

d

S !  BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

{
RES PONDENT {

TC THE HONCRABLE HUBERT M. HALL, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN EQUITY:
Your Complainsnt, Betty Jean Copeland, respectfully shows unto
vour Honor and this Honorsble Court as Pollows:
1.
That veour Complainant is a resident ol Bazldwin Couniy, Alzbama,

and over twenty-one years of age; Thet the Respondent 1s g resident

of Baldwin County, Alabama, and is over itwenty-cne yeers ol ags,

[AV]

That the Complainant and the Respendent married st Orange, Texas
on the 20th day of August, 1956, and lived together =zs husbsnd and
wife until on $to-wit: July 17%h, 1957,

3.
That on to-=wit, July 17th, 1957, and on.vericus occasions prioxn

thereto, the Respondent cursed, threstened and abused your Com-
»

plainant and threstened to do actusl viclence to her verson, which

e

would necessarily endanger her life and health; that the conduc

off ‘the Respondent was such as to give your Compleinant every reasons
sble apprehension to believe and she did actually belleve that If
she continued to live with the Responden®t he would do actusl violencs
to her person, which would necessarily endanger hsr 1ife and heslthy
4.

Thet there were born as fruits of this merrisge two minor childr
ren, Winnie Ellen Copelané end James C. Copeland, Jr., who are now

1ivine with the Compleinant ik this cause; that the Complalinant is
L -

e it end proper person to have the care, custody, and control of
the said minor childrens That the Respondent is an sble bodlied man

end is well able to support the sald mirnor children.




PRAYER FCR PRCCESS AND RELIEF

WHEREFCORE, THE PREMISES CCHNSIDERED, Your Cemplszinant prays
Ehat vour Honor will by prover process meke the ssid James C. Cope~
land, perty Respondent to this Bill of Complaint reguiring him o
hlead, snswer or demur to the sarwe within the tlime snd under the
venalties prescribed by law and the practice of this Honorable Court,
Your Compleinas t further prays that upen e finel hearing hereof
‘wour Honor will enter a decree forever berring the bonds of metri-

nonty now existing between the Complzinant and the Respondent; that

L]

the Complzinant be awarded the cere, cusiody and control of the here/

sofore men@ioned minor children; That fhe Respondent be rsquired to
Day a“suitable amount a8 support for the minor children; aﬁd that

rour Complainant be allowed the right to remarry should;she so desirg
Your Complainent pravs for such other, furthser, diffefant.or

renersl relief as she may be in equity and good conscience entitled

f//;, Do //g 0

e SREine

o recelve,

Jobkn V. Duck

Solicitor for Complainant
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BETTY JEAN COPELAND

COMPLAINANT

Vo,

JAMES G. COPELAND

RES PONDENT -

BILL 07 COMPLAINT

S ,J,q;‘ m 1958

e ), BBEK, Register




386 Fairhope Ave. WA 2-8960

JOHN V. DucK

ATTORNEY AT LAwW
FAIRHOPE, ALA.

August 2, 1960

#rs. Alice J. Duck
Post Office Box 239
Bay Minette, Ala.

Dear #Miss Alice,

Enclosed you will find a petition to modify
custody in the above styied. You wiill note that you
are to serve fne copy on Compliainant, Betlty Jean Cope-
land Bramlett. Her address is 8il! Shore Drive, Lot
576, Norfolk, 3, Va.

- —
\\F&ﬂereQ;\go rSy\\

, By ;\:\ i
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BETTY JEAN COPELAND BRAMLETT
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT oOF
Compiainant
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
Vs
IN EQUITY
JARES C. COPELAND

Respondent

' Pyl Yt Yozt omeg, Fl

PETITION TO MODIFY CUSTODY

TO THE HCNORABLE HUBERT #. HALL, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN EQUITY SITTING:

Comes now the Respondent, James C. Copeland, in the above sty-
led cause, respectifully shows unto your Honor in this Honorable
Court as follows:

ONE: That your Respondent is a resident of Baldwin County,
Alabama, and over the age of twenty-one years; that the complain-
anf is a non-resident of the State of Alabama, and whose address
is 8ilyl Shore Drive, Lot 576, Norfolk 3, Virginia, and who is over
the age of twehfy-one years.

TW0: That your Respondent and the Complainant were permenan-

tly divorded from the bonds of matrimony by decree granted by the

Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, on the 23rd day of January,

1958; and that under the said divorce decree the Compiainant was
awarded the permenant care, custody and control of the two minor
children, Winnie Ellen Copeland, and James C. Copeland Jr.

THREE: That subsequent to the time of issuing of the said
finalldecree of diverce in this cause, the complainant Beffy Jean
Copeland has married and that her married name is now Betfy Jean
Copeland Bramiett; and that subsequent to the fime of'fhe §?nal
decree of divorce being granted, this Honorable Court, the Complain
anf has removed the said chiidren frcm the State of Alabama, but
that the respondent now has posession of the said children.,

FOQUR: That the Complainant, Betty Jean Copeiand Bramiett, has

become addicted to the habitual use of alcohol, and is not a fit

and proper person to have the care, custody and confroel of the here+

tcfore mentioned minor children; in that she leaves the said minor
chiidren for long period s of time unattended, she beats them un-
mercifully, that they are nof properiy fed, ciothed, nor do they

have proper medical attention.

A R
hoiE (.}

T




FIVE: Your Respeondent furfher alleges that he verily believes
that the Compliainant, Betty Jean Copeland Bremlett, alsoc uses
narcctics and that the said children are in constant fear when
in the posession of the Complainant.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE,; the premises considered, your Respondenf prays that
your Honor will by proper process make the said Betty Jean Copeland
Bramieftt a proper”parfy fo fhis Eause of acfégn, regquiring her fto
appear and plead, answer or demur to the same within the time and
under the penalfies perscribed by law and the practice of this
Honorable Court.

Your Petiftioner further prays that upon a2 final hearing here-
of, your Honor will award the permenant care, custody, and con-
trol of the said minor children Winnie Ellen Copeland, and James
C. Copeland Jr., to the respondent and not require your respondent
to pay any further sum fo the Complainant under the final decree
of divorce,

“ffoeee-Your - Respondent—fur ther -prays-that -your -Honor-wi-l§ enter anu-
order requiring the said heretofore mentioned minor children to
remain within the jurisdiction of this court, until a final hear-
ing hereof.

Your Respondent prays for such other further or different
relief as in the premises he may be entitled to receive.

Respectfuilly submitted,

b Vg

Jemes C. Copéf;nd

r\ \

R \\\\ \\\ W \\\

wdehn Vo Duck S
SohNcitor for Respondent

-{5 FRT 6
i ‘,,“ o




SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT | Moore Ptz Co.

The State of Alabama, Circui_t Court, Baldwin County

Baldwin County. - Noe
e TERM, 19.___
| TO ANY SHERIFF OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA
. Vou Are Hereby Commanded to Summon — Bettv Jean Copeland Bramiett

to appear and plead, answer or demur, within thirty days from the service hereof, tothe complaint filed in
the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, State of Alabama, at Bay Minette, agamst-_B etty Jean_Cepeland

Bramleft
Defendant__ .




No.t_%;:g:‘/./;w Page_ _____ .___.__
| The:State of Alabama

“ Baldwin County .

 CIRCUIT COURT

James C., Copeland

Plaintifls:

VS,

Betty Jean Copeland Bramiaf}'

Defendants

Summons and Complaint

ST
pg]edé [I" ‘) \L it IU]
AUG 4 1960
————————— ALIGE L UGK, Bﬁagiﬁ_ﬁéi ----. Clerk

~John V. Duck
o : Plaintifi’s Attorney

Defendant lives at

81l Shore Drive

Lot 576, Norfolk, VYa.

Received In Office

R , Sheriff

T have executed this smmwmons :

by leaving a copy with

Defenrdant’s Attorney
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BETTY JEAN COPELAND BRAMLETT, IN THE CTRCUIT COURT OF

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

)
Complainant )
)

Vs ; IN EQUITY
)
)

JAMES C. COPELAND, N

Respondent

)
PETITION

-.TO~THE.HONORABLE HUBERT M. HALL, JUDGE OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN EQUITY SITTING:

CNE: Comes now the Respondent, James C. Copeland, in the
above styled cause, respectfully shows unto your Honor, and this
Honorable court as follows:

ONE: That your Respondent is a resident of Baldwin County,
Alabama, and over the age of twenty-one years:; that the Complain-
ant i1s a non-resident of the State of Alabama, and whose address
is 8141 shore Drive, Lot 576, Norfolk 3, Virginia, and whi is
over the age of twenty-one years.

TWO:. That your Réspondent and the Complainant were permenantly
divorced from the bonds of matrimony by decree granted by the Cir-
cuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, on the 23rd day of January,
1958; that under the said divorce decree, the complainant was
awarded the permenant care, custody and contrdl of the two minor
children; Winnie Ellen Copeland, and JAmes C. Copeland, JR.

THREE: That subsequent to the time of issuing of thesaid
final decree of divorce in this cause,; the complainant, Betty
Jean Copeland has married and that her married name is now Betty
- Jean Copeland-Bramlett; and that subsequent to the time of the
final decree of divorce being granted, this Honorable Court, the
complainant has removed the said children from the State of Ala=
bama, but that the respondent now has possession of the said chil=s
dren.

FOur; That subseguent to the filing of this petition, your
petitioner filed in this court a petition to modify custody of
the said minor children, Winnie Ellen Copeland and James C. Cope~—
land, Jr., and that vour respondent and the complainant entered

into an agreement on the lst day of Decembker, 1960 concerning the




custody of said children.

FIVE: That in and by the terms of said agreement, the
respondent was to have custody of the children during the
school months of each year and the complainant was to have
custody during the summer months; that the two minor child-
ren Winnie Ellen Copeland and James C. Copeland, Jr., who

“is now 13 years of age and who will be 14 years of age on
the lst day of October, 1962 and James C. Copeland, Jr.,
who is now eleven years of age, have refused to return to
the complainant’s home in Norfolk, Va., and that the said
minor child, Winnie Ellen Copeland alleges that the living
conditions in the complainant's home are not suitable for =a
child of her age and refuses to return to the complainant's
home.

WHEREFORE, the premises considered, your respondent
prays that your honor, will by proper process make the said
Betty.Jean Copeland Bramlett a proper party to this petition,
requiring her to appear and plead, answer or demur to the same
within the time and under the penalties prescribed by law and the
practice of this honorable court.

Your petitioner furtherprays that upon a hearing hereof,
your honor will enter an order or decree allowing the two
minor children to remain in the respondent's home during both
the summer and winter months.

Your respondent further prays that your honcor will enter
an order reguring the said heretofore mentioned minor cnildren
to remain within the jurisdiction of this court, until a final
hearing is had in this court.

Your respondent further prays for such other different relief as

in the premises he may be entitled to receive.
Respectfully submitted. A /7 A//A
> :ﬂ’x'y‘j "y EE//; P 2 / oz /

. - James C. gopeland
SN /4
&:§§§§;;uw\:\t\’ ;;§S\\V//

S Sg;icitor for Complainhant

AN




STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY

Personally appeared before me the undersigned authority,
James C. Copeland, who being by me first duly and legally
sworn doth depose and sayd:

The matters and facts alleged in the foregoing petition

Ve ) Lo L

are true.and-correct.

Jfmes C. cdbeland

Sworn to and subscribed before

me on thls the;24Z§/ day of
@b/v o

Notary Public
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BETTY JEAN COPELAND BRAMLETT,

Complainant

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABRAMA
IN BQUITY

I

i

g

§ 720 o) 9. i}
]

I

VS

JAMES C. COPELAND,
Respondent

ﬁf&ﬁﬁgaﬁﬁ

This matter coming on o be heard upon the sworn petition
of the respondent in said cause, and it appearing to the court
from such petition that under the agreement of the parties,
Complainant shall have the right to remove the minor children
from the jurisdiction of the court; and it further appearing
to the court thatneither party shall have the right to remove
such children from the juriédiction of the court until a hearing
is had on the said petition, it is, therefore

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED by the Circuit Court of Balw~
dwinm County, Alabama, in eguity, that the complainant is here-—
by enjoined and-restrained from remo¥ing the minor children of
the‘parties of Baldwin County, Alabama, until a final rearing
is held on said petition; that pending a final hearing in this
cause, the respondent shall keep the custody of the minor children
in his possession in Baldwin County, Alabama.

The court hereby retains jurisdiction of this cause for
such other and further orders and decrees as may be rendered in
the premises.

It is further ordered that a copy of this order shzll be
served on the complainant by registered mail at: 8141 &=z Shore
~“Drive, Lot 576, Norfolk 3, va..

Done this the f@? day of jﬁﬁnJﬁ”;
g2~

, 1962.

g 2
S foad je
Judge of the Circuit Court of
Baldwin County, Alabama

— 7l

. . —
iy iKY CLERK
LR e WYy REQISTES




BETTY JEAN COPELAND

Eor-- T - ]

COMPLAINANT IN TEE CIRCUIT COURT OF
3. § BALDWIN COUNTY, ALADAMA
JANES C. COPELAND (. IN EQUITY
RESPONDENT 4

ANSWER AND WAIVER

Now comes the Respondent, iIn his own proper person, and &d-
wits the ellegations contained in the Bill of Compleint filed in

the above styled cause as to ages, residence, merrlage and children,

ct

but'denies gll other zllegations therein contzined and demends strie
proof of the Seme,

The Responden* waives notice of the time of taxxng of testimony
on behélfﬁof the compleinent; the right to cross-examine complainantls
ﬁitnessesfﬂand agreéé that this cause be submitted for finesl decree

witheout further notice.

//éqqméﬁf J:/;;cﬁ//»fwggf/ﬁy

4+ Respondent,

.

STATE OF ALARAMA
INTY ™

!

: ’Q\J R\\g \\ik\\ , & Notaery Public, in and for
said Count$¢\&n sald State, hereby certify that James €, Copeland,

whese name fSQBIgueG to the foregoing instrument, snd whe iIs imown
to me, acknowledged before me on this dey, thet, being informed of
the contents of sa21d Instrument, he executed the same volunbtarily

BALDVE& C

on the darv the same bears date. ™
Given under wmy hand znd sesl on this the ?3?% day ofgéﬁﬁ\ﬁ\ ]
1958 [ . . \‘1.‘ - \\ \\
- . \ N

‘_.\

w\§%§§Qq¢\\\ \QQQU ?yéi

NoLRry Pablic "*\\\\




th 1)
PETTY JEAN COPELAND
COMPLATNANT
Vs, |
© JAMAS G, DOFELAND

RES POUDENT

ANSWER AND WAIVER

C FILED
C U dAR u 1958
ANIEE ), %é?ﬁhgéﬁsﬁf




COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITIONS

THE STATE OF ALABAMA

Circuit Céurﬁ'
Baidwm County _

R .

TO: Opﬁelia J+ Quinley

KNOW YE: That we, having full faith in your prudence and competency, have appointed you
Commissioner, and by these presents do authorize you, as such time and place as you may appoint,

to call before you and examine Betty Jean Copeland and Lois Williame

2 witness in behalf of Complainant in a cause pending in our

Circuit Court in Baldwin County, of said State, wherein

Betty Jean Copeland , Complainant

and

James C. Copeland
Ve V0P Respondent

on oath, to be by you administered, upon Bebty Jean Copeland and Lois #illiams
to take and certify the deposition of the witness ®%nd return the same to our Court, with all con-

venient speed, under your hand.

Wltnes . . Q’ 6dayof

/ . 195‘:6 =

Register. ™

.. ‘\_/
Commissioner’s Fee, $

Witness” Fees, §




:_ No.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA

Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT

BEITY JEAN COFELAND

Complainant

VS,

JAms G. COPELAND

Defendant

COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION

COMMISSIONER:

WITNESSES:

|




CRAL DEPOSITION

THE STATE OF ABLARBAMA } Circuit Cour: of Baldwin Couniy, Alabama

Baldwin County. (In Equity)
BETTY JEAN COPHILLND Complainant
VS,
JAMES C. COPETAND - Respondent
1 Ophelie Quinley

as Register and Commissioner :
have called and caused to come before me . Retty Jean Copelend asnd Tois Willlems

witness_€S named in the Requirement for Qral Examination, on the 22 day of January
195_8. ., at the office of John YV, Duelk :

in Feirbpe, Aled em8 __ Alabama, and having first sworn said Witness€S _ to speak the
truth, fhe whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said Betty Jegr Eopeland

_a2nd Tods Williems  doth depose and say as follows:

My names 1s Betty Jean Copelapd I am the Compleinant In the gbove
suyled cause znd over the age of 21 years and I am s bong fide resident

f Regldwin County, Alabamsa: The Respondenit, Jemes C. Copelend is over
the sge of 21 vears and is g resident of Baldwin County, Alsbemsa,

The Respondent and I wsre married st Orange Texas, on the 20th day
of Augsst, 1956, and lived together as husbend and wife until on to-wit;
July 17th, 1957.

On July 17, 1957, and on verious cccassiéns prior theretc the Res-
pondent threstened and sbused me and threstansd to do actuel viclence
to my person which would necesarrily endanger my life and health; thet

_the conduct of the Respondent wes such as to gilve me every ressonabla
apprehension to believe and T did actually believe that if I continued
living with the Respondent, he would do actuzl violence To my person
which would necessarily endsnger my liffe and heelth; We nave two minor
children, Winnie Zllen Copeland end Jemes C,. Copeland Jr., whe are now
living with me and have been every since ths Resnonde 1t gnéd I separsted.
Thet I am 2 suliteble and proper person to hsave their care custody end
control, That the Respondent is sn able bodied man, end is capable of

svnporting said minor chiléren,
ﬁ////mm//f

Eeut$§5%§100ﬁelandé7

Testimony of Tois Williems.

My neme is Lois Williams. I heave known the Complainant end the
Respondent throughout thelir married 1ife. They heave had trouble from
the beginning of their merriage. I believe that the Complainm t
would be 2 sultable and » roper person to have the care custody and
consrol of their minor children. I belive that it would be to the best
interest of =all concerned that thi@ dlvorce be grented.

Ofcw L/ J&mwj J

Lois Williams \,




ORAIL EXAMINATION.

I, Ophelia Quinlsy as Register and Commissioner hereby certify that

the foregoing deposition —on Oral Examination was taken down by me in writing in the words

of the witness©S _ and read over to .them  and ithey signed the same in the presence of

myself and John V. Duck

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of persomal identity of

~sald witness=E5.

or-had proom-made-before me of the identity of said witness@€; that I am not of
counsel or kin to any of the parties to szid cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court.

'Given under my hand and seal, this_ 22 day of _ Jenuery 1958

L. S)
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8581 —NOTE OF TEST:MONY MOGRE PRINTING COMPANY - BAY MINETTE. ALA.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
Baldwin County

BEITY JEAN COPELAND

VS.

JAMES C. COFELAND

IN EQUITY
Circuit Court of Baldwin County

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complaint upon the criginal Bill of Complaint,
Testimony of Betty Jean Copeland and Lois Williams

and in behalf of Defendant upon.20nsWer and waiver

S o

Reglster.

/




THE STATE OF ALABAMA
Baldwin County

IN EQUITY
Circuit Court of Baldwin County

VS,

‘Note of Testimony

Register,

MOORE pm—mm‘ﬁ;ﬁ% . BAY @-lﬁ&‘hﬁ. ggiﬁﬁ"’"‘”




