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Office _Memamwdzzm .

SUBJECT: Registered Letter No., 200

FROM: Postmaster,

Clinton, North Carcling

r _
to. Mice J, Duck, Jiremit (lerk,

Baldwin County,

e L_Basy Minette, flsbata

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT

pate: 1/27/58

IN REPLY
REFER TO:

. Enclosed you will find Beglstered Letter No. 200 aidressed to Mimmie

- éampaon, Clinton, North Carolinag. Since there iz no street aidress tc help

determine which Minnle Sempscn this letier was intended for it was delivered

to 2 Minnie Sempson this cily. She has brought it beck saying it was mot

hers but ashe knew who it was suppose to go to. The Mimnie Smmpson it was

to go to is dead and has been for seversl years. The hrother 6f the Mimmie

o 'S‘ampson you intended the letter for is on his way o your c¢ity as of noon

~bodgy I have Just found out.

POD Form 31A __ Exception to Standard Form 64 approved
June 1954 by Bureau of the Budget August 1954,

; erely » g
o & 16—~707500-2  GPO ; 1554—0-3718853

Aames B, Darden
: Postmaster
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o OAEY SHERIFF OF THE SURTE OF ALABAVA:

ZTow are hersby

hn Fa Tl e Pt Bl e ol LTI * _‘g". | e T i
ROBCCE LSS, IDh FRY, LILLIE GRAH

within x‘;ha.f‘ay days From %
o el E%'?d Ty st Donmty. Tonter Side el Tomans oy
Court o e asl .:,csy sRL0 Loundy, Lguily Silde, ab the pigce of
holding the gzm » Then mm thaere to angwer the Bili of lomplalnt
F

Q-& jf}é*x. b i ﬂ&. ﬁ:\:’ ﬁ?‘ g,

WITHESS ey h&m and seal on this the 2 ¢ day of

P ’ .
/C/{, A ¢ A g o AT




L §- 3 3\? i i \V»
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAVA,

LT NTEOUIITO P T farges
4 [ "?‘:z{‘;i. E.J\q.{ﬁ.:., W

Tour Cratris h Bess, presents this Bill of Comw

plaint &g&iﬁs& the following deseribed lande situsted in Baldwin

'

ﬁ@mﬁﬁyg &E&%ﬁmag-ﬁmwwmﬁz

£

The ?@rﬁh@a t-g;&rﬁ*v ol the &@um?mm@t Yuarter
of Sectlon 22, Townahiy & South, Range 4 East,
WW?WKZW*WWWﬂ.&mewﬁmmzmmum&r

ﬁ : L3 g
wim‘@l&im in Cumder “a;m@um*<='? e
ﬂawum@usﬁ %uar%ﬂr f A k@fﬁ§m&@t %ﬁ&r@@r of
the Southwest Wuarter of sald propersy,

and agastt Alabama Su%a%? and R&vm&q Teobhaces Company, &

a@rnor&ﬁaﬁm..itﬁ unknown officers, directors and shockholders:
& ) B o

% x3 - i e 5 " " TR oF ~

Begsr Walber %JE e T4 rryg Alian G Gilmeour: Iildy &, Glimours
23 e et e e T Bam1? o

Lillie Crehsmg Bell Hamrey; Bell fasyys; Sell Horweyy Bell Hovey:

BN T S T Fa B e wed e s T ey o
#s Co Lengelgony W. C. Nicholsonm, Flovd . Perking, Trustes; Mnnis

Sampong &ae@zwrm.?ia ntation Development Company, & corperation, ite

gF

practmaleiirel ﬁffze@rsp direchboryg and stockholders: and Bdwin F. ¥ negar,

Trustes, and against kd

4

#v her helrs and devisses, 17 ceceased, and againegt the heirs and

o5

2 o

devisees of such of the sald parties as may be dead, snd against
any and all persons, firme o sorporations ﬁl&l&ﬁﬁ?”&ﬁ? title o,
interest ing lien or @ncaﬂﬁr@%cﬁ on Yhe sald lands, or any part-
thereol, and, thereupon, yaﬁﬁ Cratriz complaing and shows wnte Lhe
GCourt and your Honor as f@%ﬁ@m@@

Lo Tour Oratrix is over the > of twenby-0ng Vears and

par it

{8

§2
&

o o R I -, P sl . 8 LY
& resident of Baldwin County, Alshana,

23

1%

Alabemz Bumatra and Havans Tohacoo Sompany, was a

* G
s

il

corporation, which formerly d4id business !

{CS
5%

aiﬁwim.ﬁﬁaatyﬁ Alabamm,
but the place where the ﬁaiﬁ_@wwwwy&ﬁi@m way incorporated, the
rregent place of business ﬁé Post Cffice Address of seid COrpOTE
tion, the mawes and &ﬁﬁr&@s@@ of 1te oflicers, directors and stocke

holderz, are wnknown and it 3

J% h@m& 5

e o known sgent in the State of

&@ﬁxhﬁfﬂ.wlamtﬁﬁiﬁﬁ.ﬁavalﬁﬁm@mﬁ vompany is a corperation

o wy

that was organized under the laws @& Alabams and Tormerly did

e

buginess In Baldwin Sounty, mma bem, bt Complainmant alleges on ine

formation and belield Lhat %na sald corporstion iz not now in




»

buginess. Ef‘im,bm &m@ag, ite place of business and post oliflice
address is unknown, the names of its mfficarag directors and ptockw

% has no hnown agent in the State of

b

holders nre unknown and

Alabans.

iy

&h@ ﬁ@smwnwehwﬁ Walter Sess, is deceaged, dbub his heirs

&

Py

and Cevigess zre unknown w@ vour Oratrix and the apges and places
of mddress of his heirs and devisees ars unknown £0 your Orabriz
and cannot be aﬁc@r@&’n@ﬁ:afﬁar reageonable @ﬂf@rts and ths mewing

n

of diligent inguiriss te aﬁeaMtaiw Lhe 30MG.
Rack of the obher individual respondente speciilcally
named hersin mﬂ those which gre sued in thelr capacity as trusies,

are, il l*vimﬁg over twensy-one yvears of age, bubt thelr respeotive

i
places of residence aznd post offlce addrssses are unknown and
cannct be ascertained aﬁé@r'rﬁaaanahﬁﬁ elforts and the
diligent inouiry to asceriasin $he facte with Tegard
cept that the la hn@wﬁ address of the respondents,
Ida ?ry# Lﬁlli# ﬁ*»ﬁ&l, w&$m@m &“ﬁ %&ry'ﬁaﬁg amﬁ Jgne E@ﬁﬁfwa@

R e : . : - LSNP .. i

Glintom, W@rﬁh 3&?@1 inme. Ths Regpondente, Hary Dess and Jaze uaa&a

%

RO @m&ﬁ# but thelr murried memes are umknews ©o your
Oratrix and cannct bhe ascerbaln afzer reasonable efforts and the
making of <iligent imqmi?y %@-%&#@I@&im the zame.

3¢ Tour ﬁw&ﬁﬁiﬁ'i@,ﬁggﬁh@ @é%uaéw pagcsable possession

all ﬁﬁ Ghe above ﬁ&ﬁ@ff@@é lands situabed in Beldwin County,

&i&ﬁ&mm§ and claims bo awm.ﬁhﬁ galid lands in her own right, &b
solutely and in fee simplo.

Le TYour Oratrix holds color of title o and she and
those fhrough whom she clzime witd iz, have m&&u baxes on the sald

lants.fer a perisd of ten or mere consecutlve years next preceding

@ 2

the filing of ﬁ%&m Bi1L m* o omplaiat, and noe other %@rﬁ@msg Filrme

5]
EaE
€

amar&ﬁmm% other than your Oratrix and those through who
she claime tdtle, hove pald Saxes on, or have ﬁ@@n in possegeicn

of the above described w&&mw or any pard %h@x@@ga for a perdod of

ten or more comsecublve yeprs prior to the filing of thlds BLlI of

cmplaint..




s Title Yo all of the sald lands stands upon the

a
%]

recordes in the (Lfiee of Bhe Ju of Preovate of Baldwin Uounty,

-

o

Alabeme, the county whoere the sald lands are glbtusted, in The neme

of your Oratriz.

Cw

6. Yo sguilt is pending to best your Oratrixzty title to,

right %0 possessgion of the pald lands, or any part thersol,

* o

7+ Tour Oratrix has, and claims to have, the absolute

unencumbered fee simple title o all of the real property hervein

g

described, by and Yhrough the following insbruments of writing, and
orocsedings which are reccrded in the Ufflce of the Judge of Probabe
of E&Eﬂwﬁg_ﬁemﬁﬁyﬁxﬁiaﬁaﬁﬁﬁ the eounty where the sald lands are

givuated, bo~wity

ey

l. Deed from Merion drd and Elizs Ard, his
' wife to Uan Begs and Hspmah Beses, dated
i - Oetober 15, 1923, and recorded in Deed
~ Book 34k at page 78, Baldwin Counmdy, Ala-
bama Hecords. .

-

2o Deed-from Jtate of Alsbmma, by Henxy S.
Long; State land Commiggloner; to Dan
Besg, doted February 26, 1936, and res

“gorded-in Desd Book 60 gt pages 143wk,
Zaldwln County, Alebama Records. '

3s Deed from Sbate of Alabsma, by ¥W. Ba
Lllpood, as Aunditer, to Hamnah Bess,
Dated Marel 30, 1925, and recorded in
Deed Book 39 at page 598, Baldwin County,
Alzbons Records..

-

Le Doed Trom State of Alsbams, by Henry 5.

: Long, Pregident of the Btabte Taw Come
miasiaﬁﬁ'ﬁa Dan Besg, daved April 18,

- 1935, and recorded In Desd Book 57 at
page 559, Deldwin County, Alabams Rew
COTCS e -

5+ Dped from Walter R. Dobson and Buvada
Lobsen, husband and wife, to Haansh Bess,
datved duguet 30, 1947, and recordsd in
Jeed Book 123 at pages 75~6, Baldwin
County, Alabame Hecords. -

6. Proceedings to set aside homesgbead in the
mabter of the Dsbate of Danlel Bess, which
are recorded in Becord Book N ab page 219,
#inute Dook K gb peags 193, Record Book ¥ -
ot puge 220 and Minute Book ¥ ab page ik,
Baddwin County, Alabams Records.

.,,
i %

B. Tour Orabtrix bhas made a diligent seareh and canged

a dilipent search to bz made bo sscertzin the names, ages and

"

zddresses of all persons, firms or corporations who might make, or




ving any claim ﬁﬂ=ﬁh@ sald lands, or any part thersof,

or any inberssh *heruﬁﬁg e ﬁuy encunbrance thereon. Your Oratrix
further avers % + thase in@uﬁwﬁaﬁ have conbinusd ?&iﬁhfmiiy and
JL14pen ﬁwy @vc& the pash f@&??'%ﬂ&w within the pasgt year ghe has
@m@lwyﬁdz&m.ﬁﬁs r&cﬁ %”@&ﬂ? to make an sxamination of the rocords

&

Baldwdn Gmunﬁyg Llabame, and prepare %,ﬁhﬁﬁr@g% of Title to all

:}

of bhe above degeribed @r¢@@rﬁy;.&3@_h&ﬁ smployed an’ Attormey Go
examine the sald &%S%raet @mﬁ the records in the Courthouse in Bay
%ﬁm@ﬁ%@§ ﬁiﬁh&m&; that alﬁ nas mede and caused. her sald atborney to
m&k& ingulry m%mu* the ages, &ﬁﬁ?@ﬁ%@ﬁ &ﬁﬁ,ﬁ@iyg of any peroong ine

-

teresbed or who mey be imterested in the sﬁiﬁ‘?xﬂyaxﬁyg that your
Cresrix has made and caused & thorough ingulry %o be made in the
&ammaaﬁt? whers ﬁma sald P apw“ty is situsted ﬁer the purpose of

sybaining any sm&mma“uu e it and Tor any c%ncr imfﬁmma@i@a Bav-

i1
i‘-i}

ﬂh

ing axy bearing on the %*t 50 the sald properby: that your wfa@“ﬁ}

bas ﬁ&ﬁﬁ@ﬁ the records in the ?renatﬂ Ufflce of Baldwin County,

&

Al a&,,e;um g o cm exa amé "m devermine il m companies or firme who

bk mmmwﬁ B 5t rms®@nd% g ha

Alabama, and that these &fffz

gservants and ummlwya@u_ﬁa?ﬁ certinved faithiulls gnd deligently for

a long period of time, am@ that all of the information a& “@;ﬁMﬁﬁ
ag to prlor GW%&?&?&@ and p— session of the said property, the ages
sud places of e &@nﬂm of the individual respondents named hevein

] %

and ths statug of &il @f'ﬁmﬁ szild firss or companiss iz as heroine

a@@v% el ke

!éw
e
,§;
% 4

il
e
Fud
3
o]
4
o]
£3
24
9]
s

22 and pergonal

=

e r@a@rﬁ&kzvaﬁ of Bhe 1 xﬁ of kin of the respondembs named above
whe are dead, and all p@xﬁ@mﬁﬁ fipms ¢r corporabions e%&is‘n% any

iy

%itle to, intvrmsﬁ in, lisn opx encuwnirance on the sald lar

u
U3
w
3
¥

any part ths reel, be made purtisg respondent te this Bill of Compe




ZTour Oratrix prays that &Gx and ail of the respondents

- . L . . v : .

& herein, their heirs gnd &avia@%ﬁ§ the welnown ﬁ@irﬁg.ﬁ@?iﬁﬁﬁﬁp

,.rumwaaﬁmﬁaﬁ &m@ nexy of kin of

such of tmﬁ regpondents

named hersin who are ﬁ&d and any and all.n@“$mﬁmg firms and

G@?@@y&%iGW?'%hﬂ im @@ own the sald lands, or any pars thereof,
or any $nt@ywaa t herein, a“ any lisn or Wmsu; rEnee btherson, be
reguired %@ wct mart“ &M@ gwcgziy a eiaiw, right, $itle, intersss,

ﬁamn or uﬁﬁ%mﬁ?&mﬁ ang how and by @ﬁma-inaﬁrﬁm@ﬂﬁ=ﬁh@ zame 1o dew
rived and ere aw@m? @a&t 3 gﬁa rdlsn ad lives be appolubed to
wmyw@sawt amy of tﬁﬁ unf%uﬁﬁfaartiﬁﬁzamwﬁé in this progesding who

may mw ﬂ¢namv and imﬁ&ma DRrSonE ﬁh&ﬁ an attorney be appeinted bo

y@y@@g s3eadd any of the @ur*i 5 nmwed In thisz procesding, knowsn or ume

known, who may be in the ?ilzha g ervicey %aau upon & fingl hearw

“

ing @f thin cause 4% be ara@%ﬁﬁ gd judged and ﬁﬁ&fﬁ“ that your

u: 2y

@f'ﬁ&@ filing of thig BLi1l of Complaint h&ﬁ

3

&t ”{g al ?}hi&* ‘&i« Bk

[ &)
b,
=
8,

the fze simple title %o. £ the above é&gﬂrﬁh@& lands and that

nope of the respondents &mr@im specific

-

ﬁ@?ﬁ%@@gg-wr any obher p@ﬁﬂﬂmg firm o voxporation has any rxghtg

title or i awaat.@herﬂim@ or any part Ltheresl, or sny llen or enm

-

cumbranes thereon, and thet &&L doubbys and dispubes concerning the

sald property e cleared Q@Q'anﬁ that your Oratrixte title %o the
said lands be fully mnd conpletely guisted. Tour Oratrix rrayy for
such obher, further snd geveral ralief am ghe may be equitably enw

BALIWIE &L
B Y S I T S e ptis Fomn ey
Before me, the wdersigned asutherity, within an& for said
% . " R . S T O ' i v . . . - ,' e i
Lounty In sald Jtate, perstnally appeared Fannah E@aag wae, alfjer

vedng by me first duly and legally sworn, deposes and cays:

o

b

34

et she le %¢a Gomplainant in the above sbyled caumes

¥

that ghe has read over %1 foregoing Bill of Complairt and that the
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STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COURTY
TO ANY SHERIFF OF THE STATE OF ALABAMR:

You are hereby comsmanded Lo summon JLNE BESS, MARY BESS,

ROSCCE BESS, IDA FRY, LILLIE GRAHAM and MINNIZ SAMSON, %o appsar

within thirty days from the servie

5]

of thls writ in the Uircult
Court to be held for sald County, Equity Side, at the place of
helding the seme, then and there to answer the Bill of Complaint
of HANEAH BESS.

WITHESS my hand and seal on this the 2  day of

L /é;ﬁ{/aa;___é Nl e A

E%%%ﬁﬁ@ra_




- Bessi Welter Bess; Ida

TO THE HOWORABLE HUBERT M. %ﬁLl JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALUWIN COUNTY, AL &z& SZ?TEYG IH &%H“ ¥e

Tour Gratrlx, &anman Bess, presents vhis Bl l of Come
rlaint ag a&ns* th@ following described lands situsted in Baldwin
Counby, ﬁlab&ma@'tﬁ-WEt%'

‘The Horth@&sﬁ'%uarter of the Southwest Quarter
of Section 22, Township 6 Soush, Range & Zast,
LNCEPTING TH "-‘E.zsei?‘ﬁw az.l 011§ gas and other
minerals on, in or umde r the Souwth half of the
- Southeasgt %aartur of ﬁ&@ Hortheast Quarber of
the Soublbwsst aar“@r of zeid prspertyg

and agaimst Alegbama Sums tra and uavana Tobacco Company, &

,-ﬂ@*powatwcny its unxnown affmce38$ ﬁireat@ra and stoexhciaerﬁs

- Geo &w@us§ i¢wna Cnrzs&&m@.&amu$g Jane Begs) Mary Bessy Roscoe

1
Ley -

4

w

- b
4

Allan G. CGilmoury Iilly G. Gilmours
wiliie CGrahamy Bell baar@vw-ﬁail Heary: Bell Horey: Bell %@v&y;

« Laengelgony W. O, Elam&la@n$ Floyd R, Perking, Trustee; Minnie

&
2]
3]
5
L=
)
3]
&

uthern Plantetion Development Company, s corporastion, its

)
o

unknown officers, directors and sbockholdersy and Edwin F. Winegar,

»x

mrustes, and ageinst hia;hairs_ar devisees, 1f deceased, and againe

g% her helrs anﬂ ﬁ@?lﬁ%@%@ if deceased, and agaiasﬁ the helrs and

f«‘éj
el

devigees of wsuch of the sald parties as may %@-ﬁeaﬁ&-aﬂﬁ.agaimﬁt

any and all persons, {lrms or corporations claiming any title to,

»

interegt in, lien or encumbramce on the said lands, or any part

-

thereol, an&,'thareupong yvour Oratrix complains and ghows ant@ the

Court and your Honor as fallawgz

t. Your vyanr'”'“s over the age of twenbty-one years and
a resident of Baldwin Ssun$y$ Alabama.

. E._‘&la%ama @am%@r& and Havens Tobacco Gemp&myg'was'a[:

-

ee“peratlﬁng mﬁlch formarly did businesgs in Baldwin Gaumty, é&&bama,
but %hu place where the s&la c@r@arablwﬁ wag incorporated, bthe
@r@ﬁem@-@l&c% e; business gné Post Office Address of said ﬁ@yparém
tiecn, tha names and aﬁdr@s ez of its aFficE?a, dirsctorg and sbock-
hcla@¢s$ are unknown and i% has no kunown ag@%& in the Sta%u of
Alabama. |

Soubhern Planﬁaﬁiam.ﬁaveimpm@mﬁ Company is =z ce?p@rati@n
that wag organized under thﬁ'K&W$ ef,&la%ama and formerly did
vusiness in Baldwin Coanby, Alsbama, bub Complainant allb ges on iﬁ-

formation and beliel that %n@ said corporation is not mow in
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%usinaﬁﬁ; If in hasknes&@ itg piace of business and poest office

'Tﬁﬁkuvﬁn, the nam g of ite officers, directors and stock-

f?;.
o :
w. -

addrens

heldere are unknown and it has ne known agsnt in the State of -

Alabamas |
The Respondent, Walter Bess, lg deceased, bub his helrs
i Creatrix and. %ﬁa ages ana places
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Qf address of hig helirs and devis@es.arﬁ um;n@wa el vomr Sratrix

o

w£ &;fig &1t iﬁ%&i“les Lo &scur*aﬁn uae same.

- n

Tach of the other gnéigida&l “esgana&rﬁs spe cifically

-

!‘3‘

‘named herein a Q& those ﬁﬁﬁeh,ar@ @ﬁwﬁ in air e waczty as trustes,
are, if 1iviﬁg$ over *w»m;vnau@ YEars ef -g Tt thgir.r@s@@ativa

_ piaeﬁs of reSiéane@ and post e_fzco aﬁdrasses gre unknown and
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TILED
riLz i
APH 4 1958
_ 4IES L TRCK, Ragiste
| )
)
HANNAH BESS, % IN THE CIRCUIT CCURT CF
Complainant, 5 BALDWIN CCUNTY,
VS. ? ALBAMA
THE LANDS AND PARTIES HEREINAFTER é NC. 1208
DESCRIBED. )
)
Defendants j
DOCTOR AMOCS GARRETT, 4o WITNESS FOR THE COMPLAINANT, BEING FIRST
DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED:
Direct examination by Mr. Owen.
Q . Your name is Doctor Amos Garreti?
A. Yes sir.
Q. Where do you live, Doctor?
A. Robertsdale.
Q. How long have you lived there?
A, 25 years
Q. Are you familiar with the property descrilbed in the till of
complaint which is the Nohtheast Zast Quarter of Southwest
Quarter, Seciion 22, Township ¢ South, Range l East?
A. Yes sir, I know it every Lit.
Q. How long have you kncwn the property?
A. I would say 25 years.
Q. Do you know the Complaiant, Hannah Bess? E
A, Yes sir.
Q. Does she live on this property?
A. Yes sir.
Q. Is there az house on it?
A. There was one on it, but it burned down last year and there
is just a shack on it now.
Q. Does she live in the shack?
A. Yes sir, she lives in a little partial cribt or shack.
Q. Doctor, vou said =z house burned down on the property?
A. Yes sir.
Q. How long had thal house Leen there that burned, if you know?
A. ©Oh Lord, ever since I can reccllect - Z0 years or more.
(page 1)




Q.
A.

Q.

ON

house?

e
o]
Iy
e
W
o
'

Bid Hannah Bess live
Yes sir.

This fortly acres of land described in this complaint, has
7

in cultivation since you have known Iit?

s Iin a pasiure.

i

A1l bul sbout five acres and that
Under fence?

Yes sir.

All of the L0 acres is under fence?
Yes sir.

How long has it Leen under fence
Ever since I can recollect -- I5 or 20 years - ever since
I can reccllect it has teen there.

Do you know of any other person there in the community or

o

any where else who claims this preperiy or any parit of the

{3

property otherthan Hznnah Bess?

No sir.,

Has any one other than Haznnah Bess been in possession of

ot

this LO acres in the last 20 years?

Nobody but she and her husbend when her husband was living

Do you know when he died?

No sir, I couldn?t szy off-hand.

But Hannah Bess and her hesband have Leen in possession of
for cver 20 years?

Yes sir.

Actueally living on it?

Yes sir.

CROSS EXAMINATICN OF THIS WITNESS HE TESTIFIED:

Examination by Mr. Brantley, guardian ad litem.

Docter, let me ask you this: Whose land joins this tract of

land on the norih, i7 you know, please?

L Tellow named Horn-

o

Who Jjoins it on the socuth?

=N

Hzlter Dobkscn.
(page 2)
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Q. ©On the East?

A. The Airport now - The Summerdale Alrport.

C. West?

A. Bennie Lee Campbell cwns 30 zcres on the west; Barneit
owned the whole ;0 and he sold Bennie Lee the east pari
that joins this land and he has 10 acres lef?i.

Q. Doctor, do you Know where Hannzh Bess and her husband had
any children?

£A. If ithey did I den't ever remember seeing them.

Q. You have known them how long?

A. I know for over 20 years.

Q. Do you know of your cwn knowledge that Hannah Eess and her

husband were the ones using the property?

A. They have been using it ever since I have known the

properiy.

Q. Has the Alzbama Sumatra and Savannah Tobacce Company had

P -~

any possession of this land in the past 20 years?

A. Noit in the past 20 years; they used to own ii; that's the

"4

eason the stulf was divided up in five acre plots,

Q. Do you kncw anytihing about the taxes on this land?

A. She has been paying the taxes on it - she and her hushband.
A. While he was living.

Q. As far zs you know she and her huskand did not have

O
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how long has ii been under fence?

A. The whole time - the whole forty acres 1is under one fence,.
Q. Did Walter Bess live on this land continuously?

L. Yes sir.
Q. You would say for 20 years?
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A. 20 years or Let
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to

ESS,BEING FIRST DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED A4S !

Q.

a'f‘\\.-

You are the one that trought this suil?

Yes sir.

Youire familiar with the forty acres of land ti
cdescrikbed in this suit, aren't your?
Ch Yes.

How long have you known this land?

,..,
0
na

Well since 1923. We started buying in

Lad
L ]

You boughi a pari of it in 19237
10 acres.
Did you put a nouse on the 10 acres?

Did you and your huskhand, Dan Bess, live c¢n th

ived on the properiy si

oy

Have you continuously
Since 2L - we didn't buy it until October of
Is there z fence arcund the property?

It is aboul rotted down now.

Vnen was that fence put there?

“

i -
Dt The

-

and -

We would spread it out as we bou

(%}

2l and as we would buy we could connect the 7

is prep

1923.

Has any one other than gou and your huskand, Dan Bess, teen

4

or the

e

.

in pessession of zny of ihis preperty

-

vears?
Nc mere than the last 5 acres; I bought that f
VWhen did you buy that?

It must have been in *47.

et

last 20

P

Q)




Mr. Dobscon did ycu co

i

ossessi

[
jos |
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Q. After you boucght that from
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Fve

Q. Did you culitivate

A. Yes sir, every year.

3

Q. Have you had zny trouble with any one down there sboul any of

»

this property, or has anybody other than you and your hushand,

Dan Best, claimed any of the property since the time you bough

L. No sir.

Q. VWhen did he die?
A. The 19th day of Decemker, 19L2.

Q. Did he leave zny children?

NO CROSS EXAMINATICN BY CUARDIAN AD LITEM.

{page 5)
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BEING FIRST DULY

¥l

MR. JOSHUA CAMPBELL,

SWORN,

Examination by Mr. Owen.

Q. Your name is Joshuz Campbell?
A. Yes sir.

Q. ‘Where do you live?

A, Arout two miles frem this land.

- -~

How long have you lived there?

ALbout 20 years.

How long have ycu known this

A. I've reen knowing it since 'Z0.

Q. 19207

A. Yes sir.

Q. You knew Dan Bess during his 1life

A. Yes sir.

Q. Of course you kKnow Hannah Bess,

A. Yes sir,

Q. Where does Hanna Bess live?

A. She lives southeast of Robertisdeal

Q. Does she live cn the property des

A. Yes sir.

'. How long has she been living ther

A. I couldnit tell you what time she
but it has been around 30 years.

Q. Have you ever heard of any one ma
this property that Is described
than Hannzh Bess ¢r Dan Bess?

A. No sir.

Q. They cultivated this propertiy?

A. It has been in cultivation.

Q. For how long? g

£. Since they boucght it. Folks tried

was too little a tract of land.

——~

g
jail

e
®
[

o
1
i
W
]

the complainant?

e - zbout four miles.
cribed in this complaint?
e’

Euili the little house,

Ring clzim to any part of
in this complaint other
to get me to buy it, but




CN CROSS EXAMINATION OF THIS WITNESS, HE TESTIFIED:

Exemination by Mr. Brantley, guardian ad litem.

Q. Do you know when these pecple Lought this land?

A. In '20 some odd - I was here and looked zt the first tract th
Eought -~ the 10 acre tract and it was teco small,

Q. How much land #o they have?

A. They have the whole entire foriy.

Q. When did they get the next 10 acres?

A, I couldn™t tell you.

Q. About how long?

A. I don’t kKnow.

Q. Do you know when they rought the iast piece of land?

A, No I donft =--- not the lazst five acres.

Q. Has it been more than 10 years ago?

A, Yes sir; I thought they owned the whole business, but
Lecause it was under fence.

Q. How long has the fence been there’?

A. It has been there 50 long it has rotited down.

Q. Been there for 20 years?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Does znybody culiivate this land Lesides Hanna?

A, She rents It out.

Q. During the time of her husband's life time did anybody
cultivate it egcepl them?

A. Not that I know of.

Q. ©How far do you live from this lang?

A. Abcul two miles northeast of it.

Q. How often dc you see it?

A. Mavie twice a year.

Q. D¢ you Know anything about any children of Hannz and Dan?

A. She said they never had any.




traenscript of the testimony as taken Dy me in open court, in

Yo never saw any?h
No sir.

on of the land involved?

(M

Do you know the descript

n Section Z7.

et
T
)
[ =1
-
&
="
¢t
1
1
Fe

All right, who owns the land on the norih?

A fellow named Harmes.

Who owns the land on the south?
I think Walter DoZins. It has rteen bought and sold back

Do you know who owns the land on ihe easi?

I think the Government owns thalt for an airport.
Who cwns It on the west?

My boy Joins it on the west.

How many acres are invelved?

1C acres, I suppose.

o

I hereby ceriify that the foregoing is a true and correct

the above styled cause, on April L, 1958
This Lth day of April, 1958,
e e B R AT A .r;ﬂ..#_..;?,__.

Court .. 28th Judiciel Circuit







HANNAH BESS,

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant,

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
VS,

)
)
)
THE LANDS AND PARTIES )
)
)

IN EQUITY.
=

HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,

Respondents.

DECREE:
This cause.coming on to be heard on this date is submitted

on the written motion of the Complainant praying that a2 proper
order be made or decree rendered setting this cause for hearing;

that a guardian ad litem be appointed to represe any minor or

person of unsound mind interested in this proceeding and that an

- 2

attorney be appointed to represent any parson interested in this

proceeding who mey be in the Military Service, and prescribing the

method of taking testimony in this cause; upen consideraticn of all
of which, it is, therefore, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the
Court as follows:

-

1., This said cause shall be and it is hereby set for.

hearing at f ofclock P. M. on th éé day of April, 1958.
h 2. éézugﬁltf /ﬁﬁpﬁ@b{Lé:% , 2n Attorney at Law

and Solicitor in Chancery, practicing in Baldwin County, Alabama,

who is, in all respects, a fit and proper person to be appointed
as guardian ad litem shall be, and he is hereby appointed as

guardian ad litem to represent any minor or person of unsound mind

Q

interested in this nroceedlﬁa.

, an Attorney at Law

and Solicitor in Chancery racticing in Baldwin Count Alabama
2 g ? »

shall be, and he is hereby 2 intea as A torney to ”epresept any

-

n the ¥ilitary

e
3

person interested in this proceedi“g who may be
Service of the United States.

L. Testimony cf the witnesseé for the Complainant shall
be taken orally in open court and transcribed in the manner pro-
vided by Equity Rule No. 56 zs amended.

CRDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED on this the 2@ :

f March, 1958.

(O N
AN
<




DECRERE:

_ HANNAH BESS,

Complainant,

V3.

‘THE LANDS AND PARTIES

HEREINAFTERiDEQCRIBED,

R@spondents{

~ IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN EQUITY.
NO: 14,205,




HANNAE BESS,

. IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant,

vs BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

THE LANDS AND PARTIES
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,

IN EQUITY.

Respondents.

R ol il P P W A

CRDER CF PUBLICATICN

It is ordered in this cause that the notice provided
for in Sec¢tion 1119, Title 7 of the 1940 Code of Alabama, be
published in the Baldwin Times, which is a2 newspaper having
general circulation, and published in Baldwin County, Alabama,
where the lands described in the Bill of Complaint are situated.

ORDERED, this the c2;£> day of Jamuary, 1958.







i

HANNAE BES3S, IN THEE CIRCULT COURT CF

22 1004

Complainant,

“@spondents,

)
} BALDWIN ”om”‘z ALABANMA
&S
VS. } IX EQUITY. Wk
THE LANDS AND PARTIES ) . NO. L205. &
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED, - - - CaD
) 2N
L
]

Fi\&b DECREZ
| Th?s cause coming on to be.heara on ﬁhis daﬁe is submitte&
 ‘for a final decree on behalf of the Complainant upon the original
- verified bill of complaint; order designating newspaper in which
notice of pendency ef bill of complaint shall be published: nobice
of pendﬂﬁcy of bii of complainty proof of publication of notice
of pendency of bill of complaint; registeris certificate as to
séé%iéég motion for decree jokgel cenfaséc; decree pro confegsog
motion of complainant £8r an order or decrse setting cause for
_ﬁ@aring, appoinbing a2 guardian ad litem %o represent unknown minors
and persons of unsound mind interested in this proceeding and an
abborney to represent any unknown parties interested in thils pro-
ceeding who may be in the Hﬁ itary Service of the United States:
decres dated March 28, 19583_setting this cause for hearing on
April 4, 1958, appointing Tolbert M. Brantley as guardian ad litem
to represent any unknown'minor or perscn of unsound mind interesh-
ed in %this proceeding; and ag attorney Lo represent any person in-
teregted in this proceeding who may be in the Military Service of
the United States, and ordering that the Testimony of the witnesses
for the complainant be taken in open court and transeribed in %the
manner provided by Equiﬁy Rule #5656 as amended; notice of appoint
m@nt of vuaraman 2d litem an aﬁtorney to rnpruseht Dartles 1& the
kllltary Serviece and acceptamce OF guch aano;ntment“ ansgwer of |
guardian ad litem and abttorney for unknown parties interest in this
proceeding who may be in the Military Service of the United Statess
and the testimony of Hamnah Bess, Dr. Amos Garrstt and Josghia
Campbell, witnesses for %he complainant, taken in open court on
this dauu, all of which has been noted by the Registeri upon con-

sideration of all of which 1% appears to the court that all persons,




cause have permibtbed 2 deecres pro confesso to be taken against
thems that thse allegationg of the sald Bill of Complaint are trus,
and that the Gsmplainam@ iz entitled to a decree guieting title to
Thes landg deseribed in the sald Bill of Complaint, upon consldera-
tlon of all of whieh 1%t is, therefore, CRDERED, ADJUDGED AND DB

by the Court as follows:

- 1. That the Gamy&aﬁwwﬁﬁ$ Hanmak Begs, lg the lawlul owner
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sald lands or any part théreaf, and all such claims are hersby

adjudged and decreed Lo be invalid, groundless and of no effect.
3. The Register of this Court shall, within thirty days

from the rendition of thig decres, fils a certified copy herecl

in the Office of the Judgs of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama,

GGEn ygg Yo

for record therein, and %ax the cost of such recording as &£ part

~of the costs of this proceeding.
L. The Judge or Probate of Baldwin Céuntys Alabama, shall

record the said certified copy of this decree in the same hook and

manner in which desds ars recorded, and shall index the sams in
;  th@ direct indéxes in the names of hlabama Sumatra and Havana To-
?ﬁ -.bacce Cém?aa?a 2 gorporation, Ceorge Asmusy Irene Christine Asmuss
%v . . Jane Bessji Rosces Bess;:Wélter Beés; ida Fry; Allan CG. Gilmour;
[ St .

Lilly G. Gilmourj Lillie Grahamj Bell Haareyy Bell Haaryj Bell

Horeys Bell Hoveyy H. U, Lingelsony W. C. Nichdlson, Floyd H.

Perkins, Trusteej Minnie Samsonj Southern Plantation Development

o 2 ER $

Company a corporation and Edwin F. Winegar, and shall index the-
Mo v P L) 2

same in the indirect or reverse index of sald records in the name

of Harmmah Dess.

6]
th
2]
-
[2 8

5. .The title hereby adjudged and decreed to bs in the

wao derive title to the saild lands, or any part thereof, or any
interest therein, from or through the said Complainant and such
title or interest shall be at all times treated and considered as
though it had been established in favor of the person or persons
so procuring or deriving title from the sald Complainant.
6; The costs of this procesding are hereb? taxed agalnst
the Complainant, for which executlion may lssue.. . )
CRDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED on this the 4th day of April,
1958,

Hubert 2. Hall
Judge .

EJ Aiice} f}'n\f n - . . .
- WE0Y Kamster of ﬂle T ‘
Alabame, do i‘.‘:-;a.éf el Circit Court of Baldwin Sounty,

N
o T,
S0 cause, which o2 AR R aovestal

WITNESS Y S0 poe ;3 WL L myaiice, Site
i T GlAL iR .‘r.i_;mféwgg # Uf%ﬁ 12 b—? Recorded

o
1% e s g
GrpRonT &

Judge of Probiaie ' é
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HANNAH BESS
? IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant,

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN EQUITY.
THE LANDS AND PARTIES

HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,

)
}
Vs, )
)
) NO. LZz205.

Respondents.

-1
f

CERTIFICAT

E I, Alice J. Duck, as Register of the Circuit Court of
Baldwin County, Alabamz, in Equity, do hereby certify as follows:
i. The Notice of Pendency of Bill of Complaint in this

§
~

ceuse was filed for record in the Office of the Judge of Probate

of Baldwin County, Alabama, on Januvary 20, 1958.

2. Notice of Pendency of Bill of Complaint in this cause
was published once a week for four successive weeks in the Baldwin

Times, z newspaper published at Bay Minette in Baldwin County,

]

Alabama, which said notice appeared in the issues of said pape
published on January 23rd, January 30th, February 6th and February.
13th, 1958. |

3. A copy of the Notice of Pendency of Bill of Complaint
in this cause was posed at the front door of the Courthouse in
Baldwin County, Alabama on January 20, 1958.

. ’ . .
DATED this ﬁr%ﬁ day of March, 1958.

A N . .
) i it o "
/’;A%,M J é«_é‘/c,a,c:_/ﬁf@

;i?gister.




CERTIFICATE

HANNAH BESS,

Complainant,
- VS

THE LANDS AND PARTIES
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,

Respondents.

TN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
IN EQUITC. = NO. 4205,




IN THE CIRCULT CQURT CF
Complainant
’ BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

VE.
IN BEQUITY.

HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED, NO. L205.

)

)

)

THE LANDS AND PARTIES )
Resgpondents. ;

ANSWER OF GUARDIANW AD LITEM ¥OR UNKNCWN MINORS AND
INSANE PERSONS AND AS ATTORNEY FOR ANY UNKNOWN PER~
SCON INTERESTED IN THIS PRCCEEDING WHO MAY BE IN THE
MILITARY SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES:

., having veen herestofore

appointed as répresent any unknown minors or
ingane persons interested in tnis proceeding, and as Attorney to
represent any unknown parsies interssted in this proceeding who
may be in the Military Service of the United State, for answer to
the 211l of Complaint filed in this cause, hereby deny each and

2il-of-the allegations thereof -and demand sitrict proof of same.

e
DATED this E& R, day of March, 1938,




ANSWER OF GUARDIAN AD LITEM
FOR UNKNOWN MINOR AND INSANE :
PERSONS AND AS ATTORNEY FOR ANY
UNKNOWN PERSON TN MILITARY -
SERVICE., o

HANNNH BESS,
o Complainant
| V5. |

THE LANDS AND PARTIES
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,

‘Respondents.
IN THE CIRCULIT COURT OF

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
CIN EQUITY. ©  NO. 4205,

e égm %@ggi%é




HANNAH BESS, }
IN THE CIRCUIT GCOURT CF

Complainant, }
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABERMA
VS. )
IN EQUITY.
THE LANDS AND PARTIES }
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED, ) NC. 4205.
Respondents. )

NOTICZ CF APPCINTMENT OF CGUARDIAN AD LITEM AND
ATTORNEY TO REPRESENT PARTIES IN MILITARY SERVICE:

vo: [ bt Py, Eegig

fied that by a decree of this Cours

You ere hereby noti
heretofore rendered in this czause vou have been appointed as
M

guardian ad litem Lo repr

®

sent any unknown mincrs or insane

[

persons interested in this proceeding and as Attorney tc represent

any unknown parties interested in this procesding who may be in

v

the Military Service of the United States.

L

- DATED this day of March, 1958.

 § 1 7 .
_Lﬁgékaﬂaﬁﬂié 4L 4;4/?

Register of/the Cilrcuit Court of
Baldwin County, Alabame, in Ecuity.

STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY

I, the undersigned, do hereby accept appointment as

-

guardian ad litem and as attorney to represent unknown parties

interested in this proceeding who may be in the Military Service

w3

. Of bn‘u d“}.lued s tveSn

DATED tnis 2 8 day of March, 1958.

As ~uard1a ad 1iten a“d 2s auto&
representing parties in Military Se%vice
MIR a&, /555 of the United States.

AUGE J. DK, Se8iee




- NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF
CQUARDIAN AD LITEM AND

ATTORNEY TO REPRESENT

PARTIES IN MILITARY SERVICE

HANNAH BESS,
| Complainant,.
VS

THE LANDS AND PARTIRS
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,

Respondents.

IN THE CIRCULT COURT OF

BALDWIN COUNTY, ATABAMA
IN EQUITY.
NO. 4205,

;F'ﬁﬂlg@ j"§

| AGE ) gy, Rogister




HANNAE BESS
’ IN THE GIRCUIT COURT OF

Complainant,
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
VSe.
IN EQUITY.
TEE LANDS AND PARTIES

HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED, NO. L205.

Respondents

e N T v i A S )

Now comes the Complainant, by her Solicitor, znd s
unto the Court that all of the Respondents named in the Bill of
Complaint filed in this cause have suffered a decree pro confesso
to be taken against them.

WHEREFORE, Complainant prays that the Court will make and
enter a proper order or decree setiling this cause for hearing,
appointing a guardian ad litem to represent any unknown minor or
persons of unsound mind interested in this proceeding and an
Attorney %To represent any pariy interested in this proceeding who

may be in the Military Service, and prescribing the method of tak-

ing the testimony in this cause.

<:;2\ -:73§. /7tfi4;m-<ahzt~ﬁaa~a«g‘J

olicitor for Complainant.

R
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MOTION

HANNAH BESS,

Complainant,

V3e

THE LANDS AND PARTIKS
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,

Respondents.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
IN EQUITY. NO. 205,




HANNAH BESS,

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT CF

Complainant,

BALDWIN CCUNTY, ALABAMA
IN BEQUITY.

THE LANDS AND PARTIES

HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED, NO. 4205.

VS, i
Respondents. @
DECREE PRO CONFESSO
In this cause it appears to the Register that the notice
of pendency of Bill of Complaint heretofore made in this cause was
published for four consecutive weeks commencing on the 23rd day of
Jarmwary, 1958, in the Baldwin Times, a newspaper published in Bay

Minette, in Baldwin County, Alabama; that a'copy ¢f the said notice
was posted at the front door of the Courthecuse in Baldwin County,
Alabama, on the 20th day of Januwary, 1958; that a copy of the Bill
£ Complaint in this cause, together with a summons was forwarded
by registered mail on the 21st day of January, 1958, to the
Respondents, Minnie Samson, Ida Fry, Lilly Graham, Roscoe Bess?
Mar? Bess and Jane Bess, directed to the said Respondents at their

places of residence as shown by the Bill of Complaint; the postage

-

on said letters was prepaid and the same marked "for delivery only
to the person to whom addressed™, and return recelpt demanded; one
of the sald demanded return receipts bearing the signature of Mrs.
Lilly Graham was duly received and filed for record in this cause
on the 27th day of January, 1958; zall of the other said letters
were returned to the Register of this Court marked "unknown®; and
it further appearing to the Register that the szld Respondents
hereinafter named, have Zo the date hereof, failed to plead, answer
or-demur to the Bill of Complaint in this cause:

It is, therefore, on motion of the Complainant CRDERED
AND DECREED by the Register that the sald Bill of Complaint de and
it hereby is, in 211 things, taken as confessed against the said
Alabama Sumatra and Havana Tobacco Company, a corporation; George
Lsmus; Irene Christine Asmus; Jane Bess) Mary Bessjy Roscoe Besss

Walter Bessy Ida Fry; Allan G, Gilmoury Lilly G. CGilmour; Lilly

024




Graham; Bell Haarey; Bell Haary; Bell Horey; Bell Hovey; H. O.
Lengelson; W. C. Nicholson; Floyd R. Perkins, Trustee; Minnie
Samson: Southern Plantation Development Company, a corporation and

heirs and devisees of

O]

Edwin F. Winegar, Trustee, and against th
such of the said parties as may be dead, and against any and all
persons, firms or corporations claiming any title tc, interest in,
lien or encumbrance on the said lands or any part thereof.

ORDERED AND DECREED on this the 23;3 day of March,
1958.

egister. "




DECREE PRO CONFESSO

HANNAL BESS,
Complainant,
VS5

THE LANDS AND PARTIES
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,

Hespondents.

IN THE CIRCULT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
TN EQUITY. NO. K205,




HANNAH BESS,

@ .
Complainans, i TN THE CIRCUIT COQURT OF
TS, § BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
THE LAWDS AND PARTIES § IN EQUITY
HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,
i NC. L205

Respondents.

MOTION FOR DECREE PRO CONFESSO:

Motion is hereby made for a decree pro coniesso against
Alabama Sumatra and Havana Tobacco Company, a corperation; George
Asmusj; Irene Christine Asmus; Jane Bess) Mary Bess; Roscoe Bess;
Walter Bess; Ida Fryj; Allan G. Gilmour; Lilly G. Gilmour; Lilly
Graham; Bell Haarey; Bell Haary; 3ell Horey; Bell Hovey; H. O.
Lengelson; W. C. Nicholsonj Floyd R. Perkins, Trustee; Minnie
Samsony Southern Plantation Development Company, a corporztion,
and Edwin F. Winegar, Trustee, and against the heirs or devisees
of any of the said parties who may be deceased, and against any
ané all _personms, firms or ceorporatiocns, claiming any title to, in-
"teres in, lien or encumbrance on the lands described in the Bill
of Complaint that has been filed in this prcoceeding, or any part
thereof, on the ground that the notice of pendency of Bill of Com~
plaint in this cause was published cnce 2 week for four successive
weeks In the Baldwin Times, a2 newspaper published at Bay Minetse
in Baldwin County, Alsbama, which notice appeared in the issues of
said paper which was published on January 23rc, Januvary 30th,
February 6th and February 13th, 1958, which notice contained a
provision requiring all persons, firms or corporations claiming
any title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance on the lands de-
scribed in the said notice, or any part thereof, which are the

» - -!

lands described in the Bill of Complaint that was filed

P

in this
causge, must appear in this Court and plead, answer or demur to the
Bill of Complaint before the 25th day of February, 1958, or at the
expiraticn of thirty days from the said date a decree pro confesso
would be taken against them; Complainant further shows unto the
Register that a copy of the notice of pendency of Bill of Complain

in this cause was posted zt the front decor of the Courthouse of

or




Jreed

Baldwin County, Alabama, on the 20%th day of January, 19583 that a
summong directed to the Rpspondents, Minnie Samson, Ida Fry, Lilly
Graham, Roscoe Bess, Mary Bess and Jane Bess, together with a copy
of the Bill of Complaint in this cause, was issued and forwarded by
registered mail on the 21st day of January, 1958, directed %o the
said Respondents at their last known residence as shown by the Bill
of Complaint; the postage on szaid letters was prepaid and the same
marked “for delivery only to the person to whom zaddressed¥, and
return recelpt demended; one of the said demanded return receipts

bearing the signature Mrg. Lilly Graham was duly received and filed
for record in this cause on the 27th day of January, 1958; all of
the other said letters were returned to the register of this court
marked *unknown®; and thirty days having expired since February
25, 1958, and no person, firm or corporation named above has
appeared in this cause, the Complainant is entitled to a decree

ro confesso against all of the persons, firms and corporations
E s I

named above.

)

WHEREFORE, Complainant moves the Register to make and
enter a decree pro confesso against all of the above named
Respoqaents and each of th em.

DATED this 23 ~ _Gay of March, 1958.

Solicitor for Complainant.
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HANNAH BESS,
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Complainant,

IN EQUITY.

THE TANDS AND PARTIES Tz 265

HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,
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Respondents.

%

:NOTICE-OF~PENDENCY~OF BILL OF COMPLATINT -

| Notice is hereby given to each and all of the
Respondents named below and to all persons, firms or corporations
claiming any right, title or interest in, lien or encumbrance on
the lands hereinafter described, or any part thereof, that Hannah
Bess, did, on the Zaﬂ’day of Januwary, 1958, file in the Circuit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, in Equity, z verified Bill of
Complaint against the fellowing described real property situated i
Baldwin County, Alabama, to-wit: '
The Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter
of Sectioen 22, Township & South, Range & East,
EXCEPTING THEREFROM, all oil, gas and other
- minerals-on, in or under the South halfl of the
Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of
the Southwest Quarter of said property.
and against Alabama Sumatra and Havana Tobacco Company, a
corperationy George Asmus; Irene Christine Asmus; Jane Bess: Mary
Bess; Roscoe Bess; Walter Bessj; Ida Fry; Allan G. Gilmour; Lilly
G. Gilmours Lillie Graham;'Bell Haarey; Bell Haary; Bell Horey:
Bell Hovey; H. O, Lengelson§ W. C. Nicholsony Floyd R. Perkins,
Trustee; Minnie Samson; Southern Plantation Development Company, a
corporation, and Bdwin F. Winegar, Trustee, and against his heirs
or devisees, if deceased, and against her heirs and devisees, if
|| deceased, and against the heirs and devisees of such of the said
parties as may be dead, and against any and 211 pefsons, firmskér
corporations claiming any title te, interest in, lien or encumbrang
on the said lands, or any part thereof. The addresses of the
respondents named above are unknown and cannot be ascertain after
reasonable efforts and the making of diligent inguiry to ascertain
the same, except that the last known address of Jane Bess, Mary

Bess, Roscoe Bess; Ida Fry, Lillie Graham and Minnie Samson was

Clinton, North Carolina.
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The said Bill of Complaint has been filed for the pur-
pose of establishing the title of the said Complairant to all of
the said lands, for the purpose of quieting title theresto, and to

|
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ciear up all doubts and dispubtes concerning the title to the said

property. : ﬁ '

Complainant claims the absoclute fee simple title to all

of the said lands under, from, by and through the following con-
veyances and instruments in writing which are recorded in the
Office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama:

1. Deed from Marion Ard zand Eliza Ard, his
wife to Dan Bess and Hannah Besg, dated
October 15, 1923, and recorded in Deed
Book 34 at page 78 Baldwin County, Ala-
bama Recordss

2. Deed from State of Alabama, by Henry S.
Long, Stazte Land Commissioner, to Dan
Bess, dated February 26, 1936, and re-
corded in Deed Book 60 at pages 1lh3-i,
Baldwin County, Alabama Records;

3. Deed from State of Alabama, by W. B.
Allgood, as Audltor, to Hannah Bess,
dated March 30, 1926, and recorded in
Deed Book 39 a% page 598, Baldwin County,
‘Alabama Recordss

L. Deed from State of Aiabama, by Henry S.
Long, President of the State Tax Com-
mission, o Dan Bess, dated April 18,
1935, and recorded in Deed Book 57 at
page 559, Baldwin County, Alabama
Recordss

5. Deed from Walter R. Dobson and Euvada
Dobson, husband and wife, to Hannah Bess,
dated August 30, 1947, and recorded in
Deed Book 123 at pages 75-6, Baldwin
County, Alabama Records;y
6. Proceedings to set aside homestead in the
matter of the Estate of Daneil Bess, which
are recorded in Record Book N at page 219,
Minate Book M at page 193, Record Book N
at page 220 and Minute Book M at page 214,
Baldwin County, Alabama Recordss
The Complainant, in and by her said Bill of Complaint
alleges and avers that she owns the said lands in her own right,
absolutely and in fee simples that she is in the actual, peaceabdble
possession of the said lands under claim of ownership; that the
title to the said lands stands upon the records in the Cffice of
the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabamz, the county where
the said lands are situwated, in the name of the Complainant; that

no suit is pending to test Complainant's title to, interest in, or

0l

C”:)




0g

right to the possession of the said lands, or any part thereof

that Complainant and those through whom she claims title have held

color of title to and have regularly assessed and paid taxes on

the said lands, and each and every part thereof for ten or more

Sa

consecutive years next prior to the filing of the said Bill of
Complaint; and that no persons, firms or corporations, other than
the Compla¢nanu and tbose through whom she claims Title to the said
1ands have paid any taxes on the said lands, or any part theresof,
or any interest therein, and no persons, firms or corporations,
other than the Complainant and those through whom she claims title,
have had possession of the lands, or any part thereof, within ten
years next prior tec the filing of the said Bill of Complaint.

The Respondents named above and all persomns, firms or

corporations claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encum-

brance on the said lands, or any part thereof, must appear I this
court and plead, answer or demur tc the said Bill of Complaint be-

fore the A2 day of February, 1958, or at the expiration of

It thirty days from the said date-decrees pro-confesso will be taken -

against them, testimony will be thereafter taken and the said cause
submitted for a final decree guieting Complainant®s title to the
said lands. |

IN WITNESS WHERECF, I have hereunto set my hand as
Register of this Court and affixed the seal of the said Court on
this the 5M9{@ day of January, 1958.
é{;>bﬂiﬂé—“ Aéaﬂé—cfl L
ALICEJ. DUCK,

As Regigter of the Circult Court of
Baldwin County, Alabama, in Eguity.

J. B. BLACKBURN,

Solicitor for Complainant. o uE;QFALABAMAKBA-DWH\COLVTY
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STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY
| TO ANY SHERIFF OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA:

. You are hereby commanded to summon JANE BESS, MARY BESS,
ROSCOE BESS, IDA FRY, LILLIE GRAHAM and MINNIE SAMSON, t¢ appear
within thirty &ays from the service of this writ in the Circuitg
Court %o be held for said County, Equity Side, at the place of
 holding the same, then and there to answer the Bill of Complaint
| of HANNAH BESS. |
WITNESS my hand and seal on this the 7-{! _day of

- January, 1958.

I
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“Register.
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TOG THE HONORABLE HUBERT M. HALL, JUBGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT QF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA, SITTING IN EQUITY:

Your Oratrix, Hannah Bess, presents this Bill of Com~

plaint against the following described lands situated in Baldwin

County, Alabama, to-wit:

The Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter
of Section 22, Township 6 South, Range 4 East,
EXCEPTING THEREFROM, all oil, gas and other
minerals omn, in or under the South half of the
Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of
the Southwest Quarter of said proverty,

and against Alabama Sumatra and Havana Tobacce Cempany, a
corporation, its unknown officers, directors and stockholders;
George Asmus; Ireme Christine Asmus; Jane Bess: Mary Bess; Rescoe
Bessy Walter Béss; Ida Fryg Allan G. Gilmour; Lilly G. Gilmour;
Lillie Graham; Bell Haarey; Bell Haary; Bell Hérey; Bell Hoveys

H. 0, Lengelson; W. C. Nicholson, Floyd R. Perkins, Trustee; Minnie
Samgon; Southern Plantation Development Company, a corporation, its
unknown officers, directors and stockholders; and Edwin F. Winegar,
Trustee, and against his heirs or devisees, if deceased,'and again=-
st her helirs and devisees, if deceased, and against the heirs and -
devisees of such of the sald parties as may be dead, and against
any and all persons, firms or corporations claiming any title to,
interest in, lien or encumbrance on the said lands, or any part
thereof, and, thereupen, your Oratrix complains and shows untc the
Court and your Honor as focllows:

1. Tour Oratrix is over the age of twenty-one years and
a resident of Baldwir County, Alabama.

2. Alsbama Sumatra and Havana Tobacco Company, was a
corporation, which formerly did business in Baldwin County, Alabamal
but the place where the said corporation was incorporated, the
lpresent place of business and Post Office Address of said corpora-
tion, the names and addresses of its officers, directors and stock-
holders, are unknewn and it has no known agent in the State of
Alabama.

Southern Plantation Development Company is z corporation
that was organized under the laws of Alabama and formerly did
ibusiness in Baldwin County, Alabama, but Complainant alleges on in-
formation and belief that the sald corporation is not now in

Sh4 0y
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business. If in business, its place of business and post office
address is ﬁnknown, the names of its officers, directors and stock-
holders are unknewn and it has no known agent in the State of
Alabamz.

The Respondent, Walter Bess, is deceased, but his helrs
and devisees are unknown to your Oratrix and the ages and places
of address of his heirs and devisees are unknown to your Uratrix
and cannot be ascertained after reasonable efforts and the making
of diligent inguiries to ascertain the same.

Each of the other individual respondents specifically
named herein and those which are sued in their capacity as trustee;
are, if living, over twenty-one years of age, but thelir respective
piaces of residence and post office addresses are unknown and
cannot be ascertained after reasonable efforts and the making of
diligent inguiry to ascertain the facts with regard thereto, ex-
cept that the last known address of the respondents, Minnie Samson}
Ida Fry, Lillie Graham, Roscoe Bess, Mary Bess and Jane Bess was
|| Clinton, Worth Carolina. Thenﬁgspondents,‘Mary Bess and'Jane_Bess,
are now married, bubt thelir married names are unknown to your
Oratrix and cannot be ascertain after reasonable efforts and the
making of diligemnt inguiry tc¢ ascertain the sanme.

3. Your Oratrix is in the actual, peaceable possession
of all of the above described lands situated in Baldwin Countiy,
Algbama, and claims to own the said lands in her own right, ab-
solutely and in fee simple.

L. Your Oratrix holds color of title to and she and
those through whom she claims title, have paid taxes on the said
lands for a period of ten or more consecutlve years next preceding
the filing of this Bill of Complaint, and no other persons, fimms
or corporations, other than your Oratrix and those through whom
she claims title, have paid taxes on, or have been in possession
of the above described lands or any part thereof, for a period of
ten or more consecubive yvears priocr te the filing of this Bill of

Cemplaint.
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5., Title to all of the said lands stands upon %the
records in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County,
Alabama, the county where the szid lands are situated, in the name
of your Oratrix.

6. No sult is pending to test your Cratrix's title %o,
right to possession of the said lands, or any part thefeof.

7. Your Oratrix has, and claims to have, the absolute
unencumbered fee simple title to all of the real property herein
described, by and through the following instruments of writing, and
proceedings which are recorded in the Office of the Judge of Probatk
of Baldwin County, Alabama, the coundy where the said lands are
situated, to-wit:

1. Deed from Marion Ard and Eliza Ard, his
wife to Dan Bess and Hannah Bess, dated
Cctober 15, 1923, and recorded in Deed
Book 34 at page 78, Baldwin County, Ala-
bama Records.

2. Deed from State of Alabama, by Henry S.
Long, State Land Commissioner, to Dan
Bess, dabted February 26, 1936, and re-
corded in Deed Book 60 at pages 1k3-4,

Baldwin County, Alabama Records.

3. Deed from State of Alabama, by W. B.
Allgood, as Auditor, to Hannah Bess,
Dated March 30, 1925, and recorded in
Deed Book 39 at page 598, Baldwin County,
Alabama Recordse.

L. Deed from State of Alabama, by Henry S.
long, President of the State Tax Com~-
mission, te Dan Bess, dabted April 18,
1935, and recorded in Deed Beok 57 at
page 559, Baldwin County, ALlabama Re-
cords.

5. Deed from Walter H. Dobson and Euvada
Dobson, husband and wife, to Hannah Bess,
dated August 30, 1947, and recorded in
Deed Book 123 at pages 75-5, Baldwin
County, Alabama Records.

6. Proceedings to set aside homestead in the
matter of the Estate of Daniel Bess, which
are recorded in Record Boock X at page 219,
Minute Book M at page 193, Record Book N
at page 220 and Minute Boek M at page 214,
Baldwin County, Alabama Records.

8. Your Oratrix has made a diligent search and caused
2 diligent search to be made to ascertain the names, ages and

addresses of all persons, firms or corporations who might make, or




who are making any claim to the said lands, or any part thereof,
or any interest therein, or any encumbrance thereon. TYour Oratrix
further avers that these inguiries have continued faithfully and
diligently over the past year; that within the past year she has
employed an Abstract Company to make an examination of the records
of Baldwin Counbty, Alabama, and prepare an Abstract of Title to all
of the above described property; she has emploved an Attormey to
examine the said Abstract and the records in the Courthouse in Bay
Minette, Alabama; that she has made and caused her said attarney to
make inquiry about the ages, addresses and heirs of any persons in-
terested or who may be interested in the said property; that your
Oratrix has made and caused 2 thorough ingquiry to be made in the
community where the sald property is situated for the purpose of
ascertaining any c¢laimants to it and for any other information hav-
ing any bearing on the title teo the said property; that your Oratri
has caused the records in the Probate Office of Baldwin County,
Alabama, to be examined to determine if the compénies or firms who
are named as respondents herein were incorporated in Baldwin County
Alabama, and that these efforts by your Oratrix, her agents,
servants and employees have continued faithfully and deligently for
a long period of time, and that all of the information so secured
as to prior ownership and possession of the said property, the ages
and places of residence of the individual respondents named herein
and the status of all of the said firms or companies is as herein-
above set out.

'PRAYER FOR PROCESS

Your Oratrix prays that the said lands hereinabove de-
scribed, the respondents named herein and their heirs and devisees,
ii deceased, and the unknown heirs, devisees and perscnal

|representatives of the next of kin of the respondents named above
who are dead, and all persons, firms or corporaiions claiming any
title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance on the said lands, or
ony part thereof, be made parties respondent to this Bill of Come

plaint and be brought into court by the usual and proper process.
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF

Your Oratrix prays that sach and all of the respondents
named herein, their heirs and devisees, the unknown heirs, devisees,
legal representatives and next of kin of such of %he respondents
named herein whe are dead, and any and all persons, firms and
corporations who claim to own the said lands, or any part thereof,
or azny interest therein, or any lien or encumbrance thereon, be
regquired te set forth and specify such claim, right, title, interegt,
lien or encumbrance and how and by what instrument the same is de-
rived and created; that a guardian ad litem be appeinted to
represent any of the unknown parties named in this proceeding who
may be minors and insane persons; that an attorney be appointed to
represent any of the parties named in this proceeding, known or un-
kncwn, who may be in the Military Service; that upon a final hear-
ing of this cause it be ordered, adjudged and decree that your
Oratrix, at the time of the filing of this Bill of Complaint had
the fee simple title to all of the above described lands and that
none of the respondents herein specifically named, their heirs, or
devisees, or any other person, firm of conporation has any right,
title or interest therein, or any part thereof, or any lien or en-
cumbrance thereon, and that all doubts and disputes concerning the
sald property be cleared up, and that vour Oratrix's title to the
said lands be fully and completely quieted. Your Oratrix prays for
such other, further and general relief as she may be equitably en-

titled to, the premises considered.

Q. J S, TSl b

licitor for Complainant.
STATE OF ALABAMA

IBALDWIN GOUNTY

Before me, the undersigned authority, within and for said
County in said State, personally appeared Hannah Bess, who, after
being by me first duly and legally sworn, deposes and says:

That she is the Complainant in the above styled cause;

bhat she has read over the foregoing Bill of Complaint and that the




facts stated therein are true.

Neooewt Beas

Sworn to and subscribed before £
me on this the / Z Z{ day of x
January, 1958. © JAN 20 738
BT mipy o
A%HEE b QUEK, ﬂéﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ
. 2 :

—
Notary pﬁblic, Baldwin County, Alabama.




