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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

BALDWIN CCUNTY, ALARBAMA,
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TLANDS HEBRZINAFTER DESCRIBED IN EQUITY. NO£/2826.
JOHN JOHNSON., =t al ———

PR

TESTIMONY TAKEN ZIN THE ABCVE 3TYLED CA3E O
SEPTEMBER 22, 1952, BEFORE HONORABLE TELFAIR
J. MASHBURN, JR., JUDGE

APPEARED: For Complainant,

J. 3. Blackburn

Mr, W. V. Ellison, having been first duly and legally sworn
estified as follows:

ct

DIRECT EXAMINATICKN

¥r. Blackburn _ .

Are you Mr. W. V. Ellison?

Tes sir. |

Mr. Zllison, are you the Complainant in this suit? .

Tes sir.

Are you over twenty-one years of age and a resident of Baldwin
County, Alabama?

Yes sir.

At the time this suit was filed I will ask you if John Johnson,
Anna Johnson, Arthur R. Helm and Margaret A. Cuyton, if living,
were over twenty-one vears of age?

Yes sir. |

Now, Mr, Zllison, you were not abtle to get their respective
places of residence and pest office addresses were you?

No sir. |

Tou did make an effort to get that, did you not?

Yes sir. |

I will ask you if you were Iin possession and claimed to own the

land involved in this sulit which is the Southeast Quarter of the

1

Northeast Quarter of Section 3, Township 5 South Range L East,



-

Baldwin County, Alabama, when this suit was filed on June 19th,
A. Tes sir.
Q. DNow, I will ask you if you didn't get a tax deed to this land

Q. And did you fence the land, or part of it, immediately after you

Q. More than seventeen years prior to the filing of the 3ill of
were
Complaint/you in possession of this property?
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gnyone else have any possession of

A, No sir.

Q. Did you pay taxes on it during the seventeen years you had

Q. Did anyone else pay taxes on it during that period of time?

A, No sir.

Q. No suitwhs pending to test title to or possession of this properiy
when this suit was filed?

A. No sir.

Q. I believe you say you claim %o own the property by virtue of your
possession and by deeds as set out in yvour Bill of Complaint?

A, TYes sir, |

~
Ea

FR. BLACKBURN: We offer in evidence and ask that it be identified
as Complainant?®s Exhibit "1%, Certified Copy of the Patent of
the United States of America to Gesorge W. Robinson, dated “October
30, 1882 and recorded in Deed Book Number 2 N. S. abt paze 3.

Reporter's Note: Certified Copy of Patent identified as Complainantts
Exhibit ®17 and is attached to and made a part of this transcriph.

MR. BLACKBURN: Next we offer in evidence and ask that it be identified
as Complainant's Exhibit ¥2%, Certified Copy of Deed from Southern
States Lumber Company to Southern Plantation Development Company,
dated December 3, 1913 and recorded in Deed Book 20 WN. S. at pages
663—'1}'0

Reporter?s Note: The above described instrument identified as
Complainant 's Exhibit "2" and is attached to and made a part of
this transcript.
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BLACKBURN: Next, we offer in evidence Certified Copy of Deed
from Southern Plantation Development Company to John Johnson
dated April 27, 191k, and recorded in Deed Book 22 at pages
199200, and ask that it be identified as Complainantf®s Exhibit
383 T -

Reporterts Note: The above described instrument identified as

MR.

Complainant *s Exhibit "3" and is attached to and made a part of
this transcript.

BLACKBURN: ©Next, we offer in evidence Certified Copy of Deed
from John Johnson and Anna Johnson, his wife to Robert 0. Jchnson,
dated November 13, 1929 and recorded in Deed Book 48 at pages
281-2, and ask that it be identified as Complainant®s Exhibit "i7.

Reporter?’s Note: The above described instrument identified as

MH.

Complainant *s Exhibit™L" and is attached to and made a part of
this transcript.

BLACKBURN: UNext, we offer in evidence Certified Copy of Deed
from Richard O. Johnson and Lizette C. Johnson, his wife %o
Arthur R. Helm, dated December 11, 1929 and recorded in Deed Book
L7 at pages 498-9, and ask that it be identified as Complainant’'s
Fxhibit "5M,

Reporter®s Note: The above described instrument identified as

MR,

Reporterts Note: The above described 1
ks
X

M.

Reporter®s No

MR.

A.
Q.
A,
Qo

Complainant’s Exhibit "5% and is attached to and made a part of
this transcript.

BLACKEURN: Next, we offer in evidence Certified Copy of Deed
frow Arthur R. Helm to Margaret A. Guyton, dated February 4, 1930,
and recorded in Deed Book 48 at page 417, and ask that it be
dentified as Complainant's Zxhibit "6Y,
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nstrument identified as
tached to and made a part of

-

Complainant *s Ixhibit 767 and is a
this transcript.

Next, we offer in evidence Certified C

BLACKBURN : , ¢ Copy of Tax Deed
from the State Tax Commission of Alabama to W. V. Ellison, dated

March 21, 1935 and recorded in Deed Book 5& at page 201, and ask

that it be identified as Complainant’'s Exhibit *77.

~J ¢t

e: The above instrument identified as Complainant®s
£ 3

Exhibit ¥ and i1s attached to and made a part of this transcript.
BLACKBURN: Q. Mr. Ellison, before filingthis suit, I will ask
if you had an abstract of title prepared to your land?

Yes.

Did you employ me to examine this abstract?

Yes sir.

-

And did you and I make a

al

y iavestigation in the community for the

¥

purpose of determining if anyone might have claims To the property

Did those operations extend over a period of several months?
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Qe Ares all the facts that we were able to get set out in vour Bill

of Complaint in this suit?

Qe I will ask if all of the allegations of the Bill of Complaint
Which “vou filed in this suit are true?

A. Yes sir.

-
{

Mr., Carl Ellison, having been first duly and legally sworn,
testified as follows:

ON DIRECT 2XAMINATION

By Mr, Blzckburn

Qe Ir. Zllison,are you familiar with the property involved in this

"]

sult, which is the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of

e

Section 3, Township 5 Sout

1

by

1 fange 4 East, in Saldwin County,
Alabama?

Q. Have you known this Xand since Mr. W. V. Ellison got a tax title
to it in 1G635°

A, Yes sir.

Qe I will ask vou whether or not he fenced the land shortly after he

got the fax deed?

Ge It has been under fence and in cultivation since that Lime?

Ay Yes sir.

icial Court Reporter of and for the Twenty-—
eighth Judicial Circuit of Alabama, hereby certify that the above and
foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony given on

a hearing of the above styled cause on September 22, 1952 before

—
4t

)

T
]

ionorable Telfair J. Mashburn, Jr., Judge.

-

Transcrived and filed this 23rd day of September, 1952.
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The State of Alabama,

Baldwin Countw

}; PROBATE COURT

I, W.R.STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for said State and County, hereby certify

that the within and {foregoing

pages

. e e gy E= ) T o 2 e e -
contain a full, true and complete copy of the —2akent From +the Indted Jdates o

America tTo George W. Fpghinson

as the same appears of record in my office in Leed Book No.—2.

Page 34

2lst June z

L1952

////7@/ ey

Judge of Probate

Given under my hand and seal of office, this day of




éﬁg ‘§Eﬁ, h&i ﬁﬁ@

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
OUNTY, QLABA g4

TEE LANDS BERFINAFPTER DESCRIZED, TN EQUITY WO, 2826
and JOREN. JOUNSON, 2T ALS, SRR R
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witnesses taken in open court, as provided by Eouity Rule Number
56, 2s amended, upon considerstion of all of which, it appears Lo

the Court that the co mnl&&panﬁ {8 en
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for by him in his said Bill of Complaint, WHEREUPON, it is, .there-
fore, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the Court as follows:
1. The complainant, W, V. Ellison, is the true and law-

ol owner in fee simple of the following described real propesriy

situated in Baldwin County, Alabama, towwit:
Southeast Quarter of Northeast Quarter of Sectﬁon
3, Tnwnship 5 South, “an e L Sast,

-

The absolute Tee simple title to the szid lands znd to eécﬁ and

)

avery Da?t thereof and all iw*erest therein is in uk& sazid com-

niainant, We Vo Ellison, free and clear of and from he c im or

elaims of sny znd a1l persoms,'fi“ms or corpor ions claﬂmxng Ny

title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance on uhe s id handsy or

"

any part thereof, or sny interest therein. The said complainant
shall have and he is hereby given Judgment against the said lands

and sgeinst any and 2ll persons claiming any title to, interest in,

'Q

iien or encumbrances on the szid lands, or any part thereod,.

*

2. The complainant®s title to the said lands and to each

and every part thereof znd each and every interest therein is here-
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ainst John Johnsen, fAnns ue%nso“, Arthur R. Helm and
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Qetober, 1952,

Margeret L. CGuyton, and zgainst the helirs, devisees and_persamal

representatives of s“c% of the sazid psrties z2s may be ﬁeaﬁ ané

-

against 21l persons, firms or corporations claiming any title to,
in%erest in, lien or encumbrance on the szid lands or any part

thereof, and any and all Such claim or claims are hereby adjuﬁged

,a“é éearee* to be anallé groundliess and of no mffecto--

fom

3 The Register of this court shall file a'certxfﬁe& ﬂavy

S e

g..,

of this decree for record in the office of the Judge of-?roba»e of
Baldwin County, Alabsme and tax the expense of such recording as a
part of this oroceeding. |

4e The Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alsbama shall

record the szld certified copy of thiz decree in the same book and

]

s

gt

manner in which deeds are recorded and @hal? index the same in the

direct index in the nemes of John uohnscn, Anna JOEFSOu; Arﬁhu Re
lem ané Margaret A. Cuyton, and shall index the sanme in'the.in-
direct or reverse index of thexsaid'recerds in tne name of m; Vo
éiliamu | &

5. The title hereby decreed to be in the sai&%compiain-
ant, ¥. V. Ellison, shall inure to the benefits of all persons w%o

derive title to the said lands, or any psrt thereof, or any inter-

pjw

st L

]

rerein, from or through the ssid W. V. mllason, and such title

>

or interest shall be at all times treated and considered =s thoﬁgh
it had been established in favor of the persons so procuring or
deriving title from the s3id complzinant.

6. The costs of this proceeding are hereby taxed against

the sgid complalnant, for which execution mey issue.

{ORDERET QDJ§DCgD AND DECREED on this the - day of

(Signed) TELFAIR J. MASHBURN, JR.



STATE OF ALABAMA )

BALDWIN COUNTY )

I, Alice J. Duck, Register of the Circuit Court of
Baldwin County, Alabams, in Ecuity, hereby certify that the
2bove and foregning instrument is z true and correct copy of

* the finzl decree rendered by the Judge of the Circuit Court

' of Baldwin County, Alabame, in Eouity, in the case of W. V.

llison, complainant, vs. Certain Lands and John Johnson, et

1s, respondents, ss the same appesrs of record in my office.

=5
-

a

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and

affixed mv seal on this the 3lst dav of October, 1952.

/MM

Regﬁsterv/% the Circuit Court o

Baldwin County, Alabama, in Equity.
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W. V. ELLISON, )

Complainant, )
VS, ) IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

- BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
THE LANDS HEREINAFTER DES~-

CRIBED, and JOHN JOHNSON, IN EQUITY

ET AL, )

m“ﬁéspondents. o

DECREE ORDERING ORAL EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES
The complainant in this cause having filed his written

request that the testimony of the complainant, W. V. Ellison, and

Carl. Zllieon

his witnesses, and

be taken orally in open court, as provided by Equity fizle Number 56
as last amended, it is hereby ORDZRED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that
the testimony of the said witnesses be taken orally, as provided in

and by the s2id rule on this date.

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED on this the ghdi "3

8
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No suit is pending to test your Crator's title to, inter-
est in or right to the possession of the said lénds, or any part
thereof.

L. Your Orator has and claims to have the absolute fee
simple title to ali of the above described property by virtue of
his possession of the said lands for more than seventeen (17) years
prior to the filing of this Bill of Complaint and because of the
conveyances hereinafter listed. The title so held and claimed by
vour Orator in and to all of the said lands was obtained from the
person and through the instruments as will hereinafter appear, and
the title to all of the said lands stands upon the records in the
office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama, the
county where the said lands are situated, in the name of your Crato

5. Your Orator c¢laims the absolute fee simple title to

all of the said lands under, by and through the following instru-

§

ments of writing, all of which have been filed for record and re- |

corded in the office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County,
Alabama, the county where the said lands are situated, to-wit:

A, Patent, United States of America to George W.
Roblnson dated October 30, 1882 and recorded
in Deed Book 2 N. S. at page 3k.

B. Warranty deed, Southern States Lumber Company,
a corporation, to Southern Plantation Develop-
ment Company, dated December 3, 1913, recorded
in Deed Book 20 N. S. at pages 663-4.

C. Deed, Southern Plantation Development Company,
a corporatlon to John Johnson, dated April 27,
1914, recorded in Deed Book 22 N. S. at pages
199~ 200.

D. Deed, John Johnson and Anna Johnson, his wife,
to Robert Q. Johnson, dated November 13, 1929
recorded in Deed Book L8 N S. at pages 281-2

E. Deed, Robert O. Johnson and Lizette C. Johnson,
his wwfe to Arthur R. Helm, dated December 11,
1930 recorded in Deed Book L7 N. S. at pages
l{-g "/o

F. Deed, Arthur R. Helm to Margaret A, Guyton, dated
February L, 1930, recorded in Deed Book 48 N. S.
at page 417.

G. Tax deed, State Tax Commissioner of Alabama to
W. V. 11150n dated March 21, 1935 and recorded
in Deed Book 58 N. S. at page " 201"




iour Orator has made and has caused a diligent search to
be made to ascertain the names, ages and addresses of all of the
parties named herein and to ascertain if the said parties are liv-
ing or dead, and a2lso to ascertain and determine if any other per-
sons, firms or corporations are making any claim to the said prop-
erty or any part thereof. These inquiries have continued since
your Orator first acquired title to the said property and, partic-
ularly, during the last several months next preceding the filing
of this Bill of Complaint. In December, 1951 your Oratér had an
Abstract of Title made to the said property, employed an attorney
to examine the abstract and the records in the office of the Judge
of Probate, Tax Assessor and Tax Collector of Baldwin County, Alad
bama, and to ascertain to whom the records show to have any claim
to or encumbrance on the said property, or any part thereof, or
any interest therein. Your Orator has caused a thorough inguiry
to be made in the community where the lands are situated for the
purpose of ascertaining any claimants to iélof anf 6£hér“inf§£ﬁé;”.
tion having any bearing on the title to the said property. A1l of
the information so secured as to prior ownership and possession
of the said property and the names, ages and places of residence
of all of the respondents named above is fully and completely set

out in this Bill of Complaint.
PRAYER FOR PROCESS

Your Crator prays that the lands hereinabove described,
the respondents named herein, their heirs and devisees, if de-
ceased, and any and all persons, firms or corporations claiming .
any title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance on the said lands,
or any part thereof, be made parties respondent to this Bill of
Complaint and be brought into court by the usual and proper pro-

CeS8.




considered.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
Your Orator prays that each and all of the respondents
herein named, their heirs or devisees, if deceased, and all other
persons, firms or corporations who claim to own the said lands,

or any part therecf, or any interest therein, or any lien or en-

cumbrance thereon, be recuired to set forth and specify such claim,

title, right, interest, lien or encumbrance and how and by what
instrument the same is derived or created, and that upon a2 final
hearing of this cause it be Ordered, Adjudged and Decreed that
your Orator, at the time of the filing of this Bill of Complaint,
had the full and complete legal title to all of the above des-
eribed lands and that none of the respondents herein specifically
named, their heirs or devisees, if deceased, or any other person,
firm or corporation has any title to, interest in, lien or encum-
trances on the said lands or any part thereof, and that all doubtbs
and disputes concerning the said property be cleared up and your
Orator?'s title to the said lands fully and completely cguieted.
Your Orator further prays for such other,. further and

general relief as he may be equitably entitled to, the premises

KZBW

licitor for Complalnant.

STATE OF ALABAMA )
%

BALDWIN COUNTY )

Before me, the undersigned authority, within and for

said County in said State, personally appeared W. V. ELLISON, who,

after being by me first duly and legally sworn, deposes and says:

That he is the complainant named in the foregoing Bill of Complain

that he has read over the said Bill of Complaint and that the

facts stated therein are true.

We V. Ellison

Ul

ct
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Sworn to and subscribed before me
on this the 4@ day of June, 1952.

i o~ s # y;
{{/‘/ & [P e | Lt B Wﬂ»ffgw )

Notary Public, Baldwin County, Alabama.
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NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF BILL OF COMPLAINT
W. V. ELLISON,

Complainant,

VS. IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

: BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
THE LANDS HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED
and JOHN JOHNSCM, ET AL,

w032 eas S80).

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
% IN EQUITY .

Respondents. ) | o

Notice is hereby given to John Johnson, Anna Johnsonm,

Arthur R. Helm, Margaret A. Guyton, the heirs and devisees of such

f the szid parties as mey be dead, and all persons, firms or cor-

porations claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance

on the lands hereinafter described, that on the 19th day of June,

1952 the said complainant filed in the Circuit Court of Baldwin

County, Alabama, Egquity Side, a Bill of Complaint against the fol-
lowing described property situated in Baldwin County, Alazbazma, to=-
wit:

Southeast Quarter of Northeast Quarter of Section 3,
Township 5 South, Range 4 Zast,

and against John Johnson, Anna Johnson, Arthur R. Helm and Margaretv
A. Guyton and the heirs and devisees of such of said parties as
may be déceased, and against any and 211 persons, firms or corpor-
ations claimiﬁg any title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance on
the sa2id lands or any part thereof, the said Bill of Complaint
having been filed for the purpose of establishing the title of the
_complainant to all of the said lands for the purpose of quieting
his title thereto and to clear up 2ll doubls and disputes concern—
ing the title to the said property.

The complainant claims the absolute fee simple title to

~all of-the said lands by virtue of his possession thereof and

under, by and tlrouvn the following conveyances, all of which are
recorded in the office of the Judge of Probate of Baldwin County,
Alabama, the county where the said lands are situated, to-wit:

Patent, United States of America to George W.
Roblnson, dated October 30, 1882 and recorded in
Deed Beok 2 N. S. at page 31.

Warranty deed, Southern States Lumber Company, a
corporation, £o Southern Plantation ! Development
Company, dated December 3, 1913, recorded in Deed
Book 20 N. S. at pages 663-4.




or corporations, other than the complainant, have paid any taxes

Deed, Southern Plantation Development Company, a
corporat#on, to John Johnson, dated April 27, 191k,

recorded in Deed Book 22 N. 5. at pages 199-200. g;
Deed, Joqn Johnson and Anna Johnson, his wife, to -
Robert O. Johnson, dated November 13 1929, recorded (o,
in Deed Book 48 N, S. at pages 281-2 OO
o

Deed, Robert 0. Johnson and Lizette C. Johnson, his £
W*fe, to Arthur R. delm dated December 11, 1929 re- ol
corded in Deed Book L7 N. 3. at pages L98-9. . E@
{

Deed, Arthur R. Helm to Margaret A. Guyton, dated

february L, 1930, recorded in Deed Book 48 N. S. at

page 417.

Tex deed State Tax Commissioner of Alabama to W. V.

Ellison, "dated March 21, 1935 and recorded in Deed

Book 58 N. 3. at page 201,

The complainant, in and by his said Bill of Complaint,
alleges and avers that the Respondents, John Johnson, Anna Johnson,
Arthur R. Helm and Margaret A. Guyton, are, if living, over the age
of twenty-one years, but their respective vlaces of residence and

post office addresses are unknown and cannot be ascertained after

the exercise of reasonable diligence to ascertain the facts with

regard thereto; that he owns the said lands in his own rightj that) ..

f2r

he is in the actual, peaceable possession thereof; that he has helq

color of title to the saild lands and has been in the actual, peace
able, continuous and undisputed possession of the said property

for more than seventeen (17) years before the filing of this Bill
of Complaint, during all of which time the said property, or a part
thereof, has been under fence and in cultivation: that no suit is
pending to test his title to, interest in or right to possession of
the said lands or any part thereof, and that no personrs, firms or
corporations, other than the complainant, have had possession of

the said property or any part thereof, and that no persons, firms

on the said lands, or any part thereof, or any interest therein,
for more than seventeen {17) years next preceding the filing of
the Bill of Complaint. -
The parties named above, the heirs and devisees of such of
the said parties as may be dead, and all persons, firms or corpor-

ations claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance on

4
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the said lands, cor any part thereof, must appear in this court

and plead, answer or demur to the Bill of Complaint filed in this
cause bvefore the 19th day of August, 1952, or on the said date
Decrees Pro Confesso will be taken against them, testimony taken

and the cause submitted for a final decree guieting the complain-

I ant's title to the said lands. .= o o
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand, as Regis-

ter of the Circult Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, in Ecquity,

and affixed the seal of the said court on this the 19th day of

June, 1952,

4&&%,{ Loer c Lo

As Regié;;ZTof the Circuit Court of
Baldwin\ounty, Alabama, in Equity.

J. B. BLACKBURN,
Solicitor for Complainant.
COUNTE
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W, V., ELLISON, )

Complainant, ) IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Vs,

) BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
THE LANDS HEREINAFTER DESCRIRED, ) TN EQUITY
and JOHN JOBNSONW, BT AL,

St et

Hespondents.

REQUEST FOR ORAL EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES
Now comes the complainant, bv his Solicitor, and moves the
Court to teke the testimonw of the complainant and his witness,

Carl Ellison, orally, as provided bv Eocuity Rule Number 556, as last

amended.

Respectfully submitted,

(;7. ;{3~ }Eixﬂx4;¢£,£~*ﬁJ-__.

olicitor for Complainant.




W. V. ELLISON,

Complainant, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
VS.

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

THE LANDS HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,
and JOHN JOHNSON, ET AL,

IN EQUITY

et St i e e N N S N Nt

Respondents.
DECREE® PRO CONFESSO
In this cause it being made to appear to the ﬁégister
that the respondents; John Johnson, Anna Johnson, Arthur R. Helm
and Margaret A. Guyton,:ére5 if living, over the age of twenty-one
years and their respective places of residence and post office ad-
dresses are unknown and cannot be ascertained after diligent in-
quiry, or are non-residents of the State of Alabama, whose exact
places of residence and post office addresses“are'unknownj that a

copy of the Notice of Pendency of the Bill offComplaint in this

cause, dated June 19, 1952, was published once a week for four suc- -

cessive weeks in the Baldwin Times, a newspaper published at Bay

Minette in Baldwin County, Alabama, the first of said notices being

published on June 19, 1952, the second of said notices being pub-
lished on June 26, 1952, the third of said notices being published
on July 3, 1952, and the fourth of said notices being published on
July 10, 19523 and that copies thereof were posted at the front
door of the courthouse in Baldwin County, Alabamz and filed for
record in the office of the Judge of Frobate of Baldwin Couﬁty,
Alabama on June 19, 1952, and that to date hereof each of the said
respondents and their heirs or devisees, if deceased, and any and .
all persons, firms or corporations ¢laiming any title to, interest
in,lien -or encumbrance on the following described property sit- .
uated in Baldwin County, Alabama,'to-wit: |

Southeast Quarter of Northeast Quarter of Section 3,
Township 5 South, Range 4 East,

have failed to appear and plead, answer or demur to the Bill of
Complaint filed against them in this cause.
It is, therefore, on motion of the complainant, ORDERED,

ADJUDGED AND DECEEED by the Register that the said Bill of Complair

t




be and it hereby is in all things taken as confessed zgainst each |
and all of the above named respondents and their heirs or devisees,
if deceased; and against any and 2ll persons, firms or corporations
claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance on the lands
above described, or any part thereof.

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED on this the- &,/’%ay of
August, 1952.

/ o 7
/ &

Registeri of the Circuit Court of Baldwin
County, flabama, in Equity.
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| DECREE PRO CONFESSO .
. W. V. ELLISON,
,f Cdmplainant,
. VS' .
THE LANDS HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,
and JOHN JOHNSON, ET AL,

Respondents.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
~IN EQUITY
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W. V. ELLISON,

Complainant, IN TEE CIRCUIT COURT OF
VS.

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

THE LANDS HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,
and JOHN JOHNSON, ET ALS,

IN EQUITY NO. 2826
Respondents.

- FINAL DECREE- -

This cause coming on to be heard on this date is sub-
mitted for final decree on the original Bill of Complaint: Notice
of Pendency of Bill of Complaint: Proof of Publication of Notice
of Pendency of Bill of Complaint: Motion for Decree Pro Confesso
against Respondents: Decree Pro Confesso against Respondents: De-
cree ordering testimony taken in this case; as required by Equity
fnle Number 5%, as emended: and the testimony of complainant's
witnesses taken in open court, as provided by Ecuity Rule Number
56, azs amended, upon consideration of all of which, it appears to

the Court that the complainant is entitled to the relief prayed

“for-by-him-in-his-szid -Bill of Complaint, WHEREUPON, it is, there-~|.

fore, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED by the Court as follows:

1. The compléinant, W. V. Ellison, is the true and law-
ful owner in fee simple of the following described real property
situated in Baldwin County, Alabama, to-wit:

Southeast Quarter of Northeast Quarter of Section
3, Township 5 South, Range 4 East,

The absolute fee simple title to the said lands and to each and
every part thereof and all interest therein is in the said com-
plainant, W. V. Eilison, free and clear of and from the claim or
clzims of any and all persons, firms or corporations claiming any
title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance on the said lands, or
any part thereof, or any interest therein. Thé said complainant
shall have and he is hereby given judgment against the said lands
and against any and 2ll persons claiming any title to, interest in,
lien or encuﬁbrances on the said lands, or any part thereof.

2. The complainant?s title to the said lands and to each
and every part thereof znd each and every interest therein is here-

by ouisted against John Johnson, Anna Johnson, Arthur R. Helm and




Margaret A. Guyton, and against the heirs, devisees and personal
representatives of such of the said parties as may be dead, and
against 2all persons, firms or corporations claiming any title to,
interest in, lien or encumbrance on the said lands or any part
thereof, and any and all such claim or claims are hereby adjudged

and decreed to be invalid, groundless and of no effect.

B

3. The Register of this court shall filé a certified cop¥
of this decree for record in the office of the Judge of Probate of
Baldwin County, Alabama and tax the expense of such recording as a
part of this proceeding.

L. The Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama shall
record the said certified copy of this decree in the same book and
manner in which deeds are recorded and shall index the same in the
direct index in the names of John Johnson, Anna Johnson, Arthur R.
Helm and Margaret A. Guyton, and shall index the same in the in-
direct or reverse index of the szid records in the name of W. V.
éllison,

5. The title hereby decresd to be in the said complain-
ant, W, V. Ellison, shall inure to the benefits of all persons who
derive title to the said lands, or any part théreof, or any inter-
est therein, from or through the said W. V. Ellison, and such title
or interest shall be at all times treated and considered as though
it had been established in favor of the persons so procuring or
deriving title from the said complainént.

6. The costs of this proceeding are hereby taxed against
the said complainant; for which execution may issue.

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED on this the £§§Z§E day of
October; 1952,




W. V. ELLISON,

Complainant, ‘
vSs. IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
THE LANDS HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED,

and JOHN JOENSON, ET AL, IN EQUITY

Respondents.

MDTIOﬁbeﬁuﬁﬁCREE PRO.CONﬁESSO..

Motion is hereby made for Decree Pro Confesso against the
respondents; John Johnsén;_gnna Johnson, Arthur R. Helm, Margaret A,
Guyton, and their heirs or\@evisees, if deceased, and against all
persons, firms or corporations claiming any title to, interest in,
lien or encumbrance on_the following described property situated in
Baldwin County, Alabama, to-wit:

Southeast Quarter of Northeast Quarter of Sect¢on 3,
Township 5 South, Range 4 East,

on the ground that the respondents are, if living, over the age of
twenty-one vears, the addresses of the said parties being unknown,
and the Notice of Pendency of Bill of Complaint filed in this cause
on the 19th day of June, 1952, which is dated June 19, 1952, was
published once a week for four successive weeks in. the Baldw1n Times,
a newspaper published at Bay Minette in Baldw1n County, Alabama
the first of said notices appearing in the 1ssue of said paper pub-
lished on June 19, 1952@,an§ that on the said dape;a copy thereof,
was posted at the frbnt"do&r of the courthouse of Baldwin ngntyaf
Alabama, and another coﬁy was filed for record in ‘the office;of the

Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama, and each and all of th

j{H)

said parties have failed to appear and plead, answer or demur to th

[

~i-said--Bill -of Complaint-filed-against-them-in-this cause. e wmpo

WHEREFORE, the complainant moves the Register to make and
enter a Decree Pro Confesso against each and all of the zbove named
respondents.

Dated this ézfé‘ZLday of August, 1952.

g;?! ;Zi jzizChﬂzauﬁ&AAﬁwh.

é;ggicitor for Complainant.
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MOTION FOR DECREE PRO CONFESSO L
w. v, ELLIéON}k R R
S "COMplainéht, -
VS, | S »
THE LANDS HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED ?u
and JOHN JOHNSON, ET AL, g

Respondents.,

IN THE CIRCEIT”COURT'OF :
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA -
CIN EQUITY | ;
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The State of Alabama, ?g PROBATE COURT

Baldwin County

I, W. R. STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for said State and County, hereby certify

that the within and foregoing pages

contain a full, true and complete copy of the Deed frem Seouthern States Lumber Ce,

to Seuthern Plantatisn Develepment Cempany

as the same appears of record in my office in Deed Book No.—20
Page 6 67; =4
Given under my hand and seal of office, this—2LST  day of June 1952 -

Judge of Probate




ylopment Company reserves the
Live free access 1 tl publ to

ither eection or half section lines.

the saild John Johneon his helre and aseigne forever

and

Compa

corporation,does hereby covenant witl

the

f the above deporibed premises:that it hase




The State of Alabama, i

Baldwin County

PROBATE COURT

I, W. R. STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for said State and County, hereby certify

that the within and foregoing

pages

contain a full, true and complete copy of the Deed frem S outhern Pla ntation Devel ppme nt

Cempany te JehnJehnsen

as the same appears of record in my office in De@f‘? Book No.-22._. - .

Page. 1092200

Given under my hand and seal of office, this— 218t day of Iune 1058

Mﬁfmw z

Judge of Probate
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The State of Alabama, |

Baldwin County (

PROBATE COURT

I, W. R, STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for said State and County, hereby certify

that the within and foregoing

pages

contain a full, true and complete copy of the Deed frem Jehn Jehnsen and Anns Jehnsen

Johnson te Rebert 0. Jehnsen

as the same appears of record in my office in Deed Book No.— 48
Page 281 =2
Given under my hand and seal of office, this. 218t day of June e e

At

Judge of Probate







The State of Alabama, PROBATE COURT

Baldwin County

I, W. R. STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for said State and County, hereby certify

that the within and foregoing

pages
contain a full, true and complete copy of the —Deed frem Rehert Q. Jehnssn and
Lizette C. Johnsen te Arthur R. Helm
as the same appears of record in my office in Deed Book No.—47
PageL98=9
Given under my hand and seal of office, this— 2185 day of June = 1952

Méﬁsrm«g—

Judge of Probate







The State of Alabama, lg PROBATE COURT

Baldwin County
I, W. R. STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for said State and County, hereby certify

that the within and foregoing pages

contain a full, true and complete copy of the —D¢€d from Arthur R, Helm to Margaret A.

Guvten

as the same appears of record in my office in Deed Book No.—48

Page 417

21lst June ’195_2

Given under my hand and seal of office, this day of

Judge of Probate




Criginal

THE STATE OF ALABAMA

Know All Men By These Presents:

eas, on 2lst J 1y of April, A, D. 1930, .-the Probate Court of Baldwin C:
a decree for sele of lands hereinafter described and conveyed, fny 1'9
af State and Connty taxes then due from John Johnson the owner of szid landm,
the payment of the fees, costs, and expenses of and under said decree, and
had in execution thereof,

a
the

EAS, thereafter, to-wit, on the 26th day of May, 1930, under and in pursuance
necrne, sald lends were regularly offered for sgle by the Tax Eollector of

r for said taxes, fees, costs, and expanses, and no person having bid

1 fol saild lands to pay the same, said lands were bid in for the State
i fees, costs, and expenses,

r

A.h WHEREAS, the time allowed
nce said sale, and the same
i 1t 1

e 1s sti] in the State.

)y Law for the redemption of said lands
10t having been redeemed, the title th

h
{
Y

AND W en entered upon the b of the State Tax Com
and ti he State of &lab me, v the aprroval of the Gov-
ernor sald land, and Ducnrt'1weﬂ that the sum of 1gutv—two
l-and S is zuffi01cnt to cover and satbisfy sll claims of the
State aid lands for or on aceount of taxes, inter , Tees, and |
costs, which were due upon or have accrued against said lands, a '
provid
AND Wi application made to the Tax Colnir sion of % of
| Alabama Ellisor se said la , &8 of EIG
[ 50/100 Dollars the has been paid into , Treasu
y The State Tax Commission: of e of Alsbama virtue of and in
th the authority in it vestel | with the apr of the Governor
l'of Alahl. and in consideration of the premises above set v;, his day vrﬂnted,
hn“rrifed, sold, and conveyed, and by these presents does graent, bar n, se nd

id W, V, Ellison, without warranty or covenant of any kind on the
express or implied, all right and title of the State of Alsbhama
ids, described as follows:

| conve

SE%Z of “E Sec 3 Tp. b5s R 4a,

being 51tuate in said County
and ti f the State in the
his helirs and assigns forever.,

and to hold the same, the
unto W, V, Ellison anc

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and ] |
| March 1935 : |

e

| Approved

COMMISSION OF ALABA

By Bibb Graves By: Henry S. Long
President.

nge, a Notery Publie in and for said County, in said Stete hereby curtli
Long, whose name is signed to the foregoing conveyance as President of
C GONHl“‘lCP, and who is known to me, acknowledged before me on this day
informed of the contents of this conveyance, he, in his capacity as such
same voluntarily on the day the same bears date.

Given under my hand th

is the 21st day of "arch 193
Julia Klinge, Notary Public.

|State of Alabama Prob=te Court
Baldwin County

recorded in
ige 201, and I certify that § cts, 50"Deed tax has been

Filed in office this 9 day of- November AD 1935, at 9:40 AM and du
Deed Book HNp,., 58 NS at pag
raid as required by law.

3 - g e ot TR e et i~ = LG
e b et gt 1 o etk et SR et e VRS




The State of Alabama, PROBATE COURT

Baldwin County

I, W. R. STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for said State and County, hereby certify

pages

that the within and foregoing

Tax Deed from Jehn Jehnsen as oWnelr

contain a full, true and complete copy of the

by State Tax Cemmissien of Ala bama te W. V, Bllisen

of Lands,

Deed Bigle: Tt e

as the same appears of record in my office in

Page 201
21st  day of June ,195_2.

Il fwate

Judge of Probate

Given under my hand and seal of office, this




In ‘Eguity
Notice is hereby ven to John Johnson,
Anna Johnson, A.rthur R. Helm, Margaret
A Guyion, the heirs and devisees of

such of the said parties as may be dead,

and all persons, firms or uorpomtlons
claiming any title to, Interest in, lien’
or encumbrance on the lands hereinafter
described, that on the 19th day of June,
1852 the said complainant filed in the
Circut Court of Baldwn County, Alabama,
Equity Side, a Bill of Complaint against
the following described property situated
in Baldwin County, Alabama, to-wit:
Southeast  Quarter of Northeast
‘Quarter of Section 8, Township §
South, Range 4 East
and against John Johnson, Anna ]ohnsan,
Arthur R. Helm and Margaret A, Guy-
ton and the heirs and devisees of such
of said parties as may be deceased, and
nst any and all persons, firms or

Agg orations claiming any title o, in-

terest in, lien or encumbrance on the
said lands or any part thereof, the said
Bill of Complaint hgnmg been filed for
the pﬂ.rpcPs of establishing the title of
the complainant io all of the said lands
for the purpose of quieting his titls
thereto and to clear up all doubts and
disputes concerning the title to the
eaid property.

. The complainant claims the absolute

I fee simple title to all of the said lands
|| by virtue of his possession thereof and
|| under, by and through the folowing
| conveyances, all of which are recorded in

the office of the Judge of Probate of
Baldwin County, Alabamea, the county
where the said lands are situated, fo-wit: |
Patent, Uniteﬁl States of Ameﬂcu to
George ‘W. Hobinson, dated October
3D, 1882 and recorded in Deed Book
2 N.S. at page 34.
Warranty deect, Southern States Lum-
ber Company, a corporation, to

Southern  Plantation  Development ||

Company, dated December 3; 1913,
recorded in Deed Book 20 N.S. at
pages 663-4.

Deed, Southern Plantation Develop-
ment Company, a. corporation, to
John Johnson, dated April 27, 1914
Tecorded in Deed Book 22 N.S.
pages 199-200,

Deed, John Johnson and Anna John-
son, his wife, to Robert O, Johnson,
dated November 18, 1929, recorded in
Deed Bock 48 N.S. at pages 281-2,
Deed, Robert O. Johnson and Lizette
(o5 Iohnsom his wife, to Arthur R,
Helm, dated December 11, 1929, re-
corded in Deed Book 4'." N.S. at

_ pages 498-9.

Deed, Arthur R. Helm to Margaret A,
Guyton, dated’ February 4, 1930, re-
! it;r?ded in Deed Bonk 48 NS at page

Tax deed, State Tax Commissioner

‘of Alabama to W. V. Ellison, dated

March 21, 1935 and recorded in

Deed Book 58 N.S. at pc:ge 201.

The complainant, in and by his said
Bill of Complaint, alleges and avers

| that the Respondents, John Johnson, ‘An- |

na Johnson, Arthur R. Helms and Mar-
garet A, Guyton, are, if living, over
the age of twenty-one years, but their
respective places of residence and post
office addresses are unknown and cannot
be ascertained after exercise of reason-
able diligence tn ascertain the facts with

// JIMMY FAULKNER
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER

regard thereto; that he owns the said
lands in his owr right; that he is in the
actual, peaceable = possession thereof;
that he has held color of title to the
said lands and has been in the actual,
psuceu.ble, continuous and undisputed
possession of the said property for more
than seventeen (17) years before the
filing of this Bill of Complaint, during
al of which time the said property, or a
part thereof, has been under fence and
in cultivation; that no suit is pending to
test his title to, interest.in or right to
possession of the said lands or any part
thereof, and that no persons, firms or
corporations, other than the complainant,
have had possession of the said property
or any part thereof, and that no persons,
firms or corporations, other than the
complainant, have paid any taxes on the

Wit s aLlowi N

COUNTY’S- ‘ BEST NEWSPAPER

BAY MINETTE, ALABAMA

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF ALABAMA,
BALDWIN COUNTY.

, being duly sworn, deposes and says
t.he is the #UBLISHER of THE BALDWIN TIMES, a Weekly Newspaper pub-

lished at Bay Minette, Baldwin County, Alabama; that the notice hereto attached of
W-U. Sl o Yo .

COST STATEMENT o 0%

o

L b AR 4
__ 72 2 worps @ & 2.cents —— — §_ /2 ZeL-
I hereby certify this is correct, due and unpaid (paid).

- 3~.  Publisher.

Was published in said newspaper foriconsecutive weeks in the following issues:

Date of 1st publication 9,(,4/-‘-& /7 , 1052 ol fosd No 22

Date of 2nd publication__gﬂd@&é_, 19522 VoL b3 No.23

Date of 3rd publication Qw@? 3 , 1952 Voll 3 No2 4

Date of 4th publicatio /@ , 1952 voLb3 No.RST

/

Subscribed and sworn before the undersigned this_&iday of%ﬂ 195&{

Notary Public, Baldz}in County.

Publisher.

said lands, or any part thereof, or any| ° :

interest therein, for more than seventeen
(17) years next preceding the filing of
the Bill of Complaint.

The parties named above, the heirs ||

~oi such of the said parties
[ and all persons. firms |




W. R. STUART

Q , PROBATE JUDGE o
: 119 , Bay Minette, Ala., ... // -4 , 19552
Received of ;*7/ Ao p 5@.@1«"’ . f:maé/

No.

ez, A

Martgage Tax || Recording Fees Total

) 3 Cits, 5 Cts. ,,s Cta. /l
./ QLA AT

FOR RECORD

S TOTAL S /l ?d

AF434_ MARSHALL 8 R UCK-WASHVILLE Judye of Probate.
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W. R. STUART

PROBATE JUDGE
TH : s -
No -9 , Bay Minette, Ala,é ..... / C ____________ , 1952

Received of.....:

Deed Tax Mortgage Tax || Recording Fees Total

5 Cte. $ | Cra. $

] Cira.
75 Ry G

/ ?jjrfm

FOR RECORD TOTAL $— 7

40434 MARSHALL & SRUDE-NAEHVILLE Judge of Probata.




