IO TONS JO S98STASD PuUB SJITSY 8Y3 pue ‘uoriesodio) ® ‘UCTIRZTUOTO)
£91mMog UTMPTRE 94Ul JO SJI9PTOYUIND04S PUEB $I0709ITP ‘8J80T7J0 9Us
‘u01ﬂ9J0610ﬂ e ‘Auedwon UWOTABZTUOTON Aquno) UmMpIeg sus pue ‘uota
—exodaon e “eouTl ‘Lurdwmo) BUIPTOH TURT UTMPTeRZ SU3 JC SJISDTOUNDOLS
DUB SJI0108JITP ‘SJI80TIJC eyl ‘uorqraodio) ' ‘eour ‘Auedmon FUTPTOH
pueT TMpTeg ‘ZSuedy Jeasg ‘sSsnexy ruuy ‘ssnesy 21948d asutede puz

‘ ‘emeqerv cLaumnon

AT 83ury 7O ‘ugnog (L)

) US34ITYJ UOT3098 (FEN)
Jo (%MS) Je@qJend) 21SamMUqnog

uwMpTeg ‘asers (¢)

usasg drysumor ‘(€T
J3qJend 2SBIUAION 8yl

19 M=-01 ‘BweqRTY ‘Aqunen uTMpIE

° 11td

&)

UT PeAen1TS SPUBT POQTJI0oSer JUTMOTTOI sulasuTefe quteTdwo)
DPOTITISA B ‘8DpIg £L1Tnbw ‘euweqeTy ‘4L4mmnon UIMPTRE JO A4JINCH 2TRIITH
2UQ UT POTTI ‘uBuuBJg ') STINOT €' UMCUY OSTR ST oum friap ‘uruueag

‘g T ‘aueuTeTdmO) PTES 9UY “0¢ET “ATnL O £BD UAQ SUL U0 BUL

‘PO QTINSSD JOQTBUTLSJISY SPUBT 2UJ UC SOUBIQUNOUS JO USTT “UT 389I8qUT
‘07 97172 Lue SUTWIBTO SUOTABIOdI0D JIC swaTY ‘suocsasd TTe pur Lue
pue ‘pesp o¢ Lew Se S9TaJIed DTS @UYq JO YONS JO S99STASP PUBR SIT9T
sU1 pue ‘uoTaexodion ' ‘Luedmosn UOTABZTUOTOS £4UNo) UTMPTEd oUd

Jo sieproqgaoqs PUB SJI0702aTP ‘SaeoTIr0 aya ‘uoraexodion ' ‘ALuedwor
UOTIBZTUOTO) L3uno) UimpTed pue ‘uotaexodion e ‘eour ‘Auedwepy Jut
-pPTOY PU2T UTMPTRE 2UQ2 IO SJI9PTOUNO0AS PUR SJ0408JTP “SJI80TIIOC 8ya

‘uotaeaodicy ® ‘roul ‘Auedwmon FUTPION PUBRT UTMPTRg ‘zsuvay Ie0%8J

T

‘gsneay euuy ‘ssnely JI8189g 02 UOATE £Q9J8Yy ST 90TQOK

£y

*sauspuocdsay

‘uoTaBacdacs

e ‘Auedwon UOTABRZTUOTON Ajuncy uTMpIERg
aUa IO SJISDIOUNOCAS DUBR SJI0208ITP
‘saeorzzo 8yz ‘uoramIodaog e ‘INYIMOD
NOILVZINOTIOO ZINAOOD NIMOTYE pur ‘uota
—gxodaog & ‘*our ‘Luedwmon BUTPTOH PuUeT
U 'VL"‘""E&' J0O SJADRTOUNO0UE PUE SI0%309JTP
‘sI80TIJ0 B8Ua ‘uogqe;od&og e ‘eoyT
‘INYIHNOO DNIWTIOH QNYT NIMCTIVE ‘ZSNYHY
ENIEI ‘SSAVYY YNNY ‘SSnvEy ¥IIEd

pue ‘CEETYOSTC ¥HIJVNIZUEH SONYT

*ALIN0E NI

YHYEYTY ‘LINQOD NIRQIVE
*SA

fqueuTeTdWon

A0 L8000 LINJYID EHL NI ‘UEUUEJE "M ®TnoT

S® uMowy OSTE fyup ‘NYNNVHE "M T

T iy Ty iy Ty gt g gy g ey gy, g, i ey g g T T, ey

-




the said parties as may be dead, and against any and all persons,
firms or corporations claiming any title to, interest in, lien or
encumbrance on the said lands, or any part thereof, the said Bill
of Complaint having been filed for the purpose of establishing the
title of the said Complainant to all of the said lands for the
purpose of quieting his title thereto, and to clear up all doubts
and disputes concerning his title to the said property.
The Complainant claims the absolute fee simple title
in and to 2ll of the said lands under, by and through the following
conveyances, all of which are recorded in the office oz the Probate
Judge of Baldwin County, Alabama, the County where the lands are
situated, to-wit:
4. Patent from United States to State of Alabama,
dated September 10, 1869, and recorded in Deed
Bock 5, at page 2¢9
B. Deed from State of Lliabama, to Robert F. Queal,
C. Ho Queal znd S. K. SCOuu, dated February 20,
1872, and recorded in Deed Book #J", Page h3+.
C. Tax Deed from the State of Alabama to J. L.
Pilgrim, dated April 6, 1938, and recorded in
Deed Book 65, Page 104.
D. Deed from J. A. P'lg*im and Mary E. Pilgrim,
his wife, to Louile W. Brannan, dated suly 23,
1940, and recorded in Deed Book 76, Page 426,
The Complainant, in and by his said Bill of Complaint
alleges and avers that he owns the said lands in his own right, ab-

L
ER

solutely and in fee simple; that he is in the actual peaceabls
possession of all of the said lands; that title to the said lands
stands upon the records of Baldwin County, Alabama, the County

where the lands are situated, in the nan

[

of the Complainant; that

]

no suit is pending To test Complainant'®s title to, interest in, or
right to possession of the said lands, or any rart thereofl; that

181e}

3

ersons, firms or corporatioﬁs, other than the Complainant, and
those through whom he claims title, are known to the Complainant %o
have had any possession of the said lands, or any part thereof,
within ten years next prior to the filing of the said Bill of Comh'
plaint, that no persons, firms or corp porations, other than the

Complainant and those through whom he claims title, are known to




Bo
the Complainant to have paid any taxes on the said lands

part Lhereof, or any interest therein, within ten years next prior

H

to the Ziling of the said Bill of Complaint; and that the Com-
plainant together with those through whom he claims title to the
said lands, have held color of title thereto, and have Been in thg
actual, peaceable, continuous and undisputed possession of all of
the said property for more than ten years next preceding the filing
of this Bill of Complai

The said parties named above and all persons, firms or
corporations claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance

on the said lands, or any part thereof, must appear in tais Court

and plead, answer or demur to the said Bill of Complaint before

the 5th day of September, 1950, or on the said date Decrees Pro Con
fesso will be taken against them, testimony will be thereafter
taken and the said cause submitted for a final decree quieting
Complainant®s title to the said lands.

IN WITNESS WHERECF, I have hereunto set my hand, as
Register of the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, nTabama, in Lqule;
and affixed the seal of the said Court on this the 6th day of July,

1950,

dﬁi;:éaffqz--LQL;A;AL<3%_1

Hegiste@/é% the Circuit Court of Rald-
win County, Alabama, in Equity.

J. B. BLACKBURN,

_ 3TATE OF ALABAMA, BALDW UNT
Solicitor for Complainant. - -  coua
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L. W. BRANNAN, JR.,
also known as LOUIE W.
BRANNAN,

IN THE CIRCUIT CCURT OF
Complainant,
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.

IN BQUITY. NO. 2503.

VS.
PETER KRAUSS, et al

BT B ML W I M SEDA SIS DT PR P

Respondents.

TESTIMONY TAKEN IN ABOVE STYLED CAUSE CON FEBRUARY
15, 1951

APPEARED: TFor Complainant,

Hon. J. B. Blackburn

Mr. L. W. Brannan, Jr., having been first duly and legally
sworn, testified as follows:

ON DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Blackburn

Q. Are you Mr. L. W. Brarnan, Jr?

A. Yes sir.

Q. You are the complainant in this suit?

"A. Yes sir.

Q. Mr. Brannan, did you on or about the 6th of July, of last year,
file this suit to quiet title to the property described in the
complaint?

A, T did. |

Q. .Are vou over twenty—oné vears of age and a resident of Baldwin

| County, Alabama?

.A. Yes sir. |

Q. At the time this suit was filed, did the Baldwin Land Holding

”'Cbmpany‘have any person in its employ, or doing business for it,
in this State?

A. No sir.

Q. Did the Baldwin County Colonization Company have any person in its

| employ, doing business for it in the State of Alabama?

A. Did not.

Qo At he time this suit was filed was Peter Krauss, Anna Xrauss,
Peter Xranz, if living, over the age of twenty-one?

_.A. - They were to the best of my knowledge. -

" Q. Before this suit was filed I will ask you, Mr. Brannan, had you




had an abstract made?

A. I did.

Qe Did vou have it examined by an attorney?

4. T did.

Q. Did you make an invéstigation in the community where this land
is located for the purpose of trying to determine who was making
claim to it and the residences of the people who at one time
owned it?

A, T did.

Q. Is the information that you located clearly set out in the Bill

of Complaint?

A. It is to the best of my knowledge.

MR. BLACKBURN: We want to offer in evidence at this time certified
copy of Patent from the United States to the State of Alabama,
dated September 10, 1869, and recorded in Deed Book 5 at pages
219~22, Baldwin County Records, and ask that it be identified
as Complainant'®s Exhibit 71w,

(Instrument admitted in evidence, proverly identified and is set out
below)

Complainant®s Exhibit ®1v

No. 1 THE UNITED STATES OF AMEIRIGCA

I
‘TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME_Greeting.

Whereas by the Act of Congress approved Sentember 28, 1850,
entitled "An Act to enable the State of Arkansas and other States to
reclaim the "Swamp Lands® within their Iimits™,, it 1s provided that
all the "Swamp and Overflowed Lands,™ made unfit therebv for cultivation
within the State of Alabama, which remained unsold at the passage of
said act, shall be granted to said State:

AND WHEREAS, in pursuance of instructions from the General Land
Office of the United States, the several tracts or parcels of land
hereinafter described have been selected as swamp and overflowed lands,
inuring to said State under the act aforesaid being situated in the
District of Lands subject to sale at lMobile, formerly at Elba,

Alabama, to-wit:
S Township One South of Range five HEast.
The East half of the north east quarter, and the east half of the south
east quarter of Section six; all of fractional sections eight and
twenty; and the east fractional half of section thirty; containing in
all eight hundred and thirty four acres and thirty three hundredths
of an acre.

Township two South of Range five East.
A1l of fractional section six:; containing ninety-Tour acres and thirty
eight hundredths of an acre.

Township three South of Range five East.
The southeast quarter of the south east quarter of sesction six: all of
section twenty~two; all of fractional section twenty-six the north half
of the north east quarter of section twenty-eight: (the south half of
the south east quarter of section thirtv four) the east fractional half,
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the west half of the north west guarter and the south west guarter of
section shirty=five; and all of fractional section thirty-six; con-
taining/3I1 one thousand seven hundred and seventy eight acres and
nineteen hundredths of an acre.

Township five south of RHange five ERast.

The south west quarter and the east half of section one; the west
half of the north east quarter, the east half of the north west
quarter, the south east quarter, and the east hall of the south west
guarter of section two; the south west guarter of the north east
quarter, the north west quaeter, the north half of the south west
‘quarter and the south west quarter of the soutk west quarter of
section ‘three; the south half of the north east gquarter, and the
'south east gquarter of section four; the west half of the north east
quarter and the west half of section five; the south west quarter of
the north east quarter; the north west quarter, the south east quarter
and the north west guarter of the south west quarter of section six;
the north east guarter and the north half of the south east quarter of
section seven; the south west quarter of the north east quarter, the
north west wuarter, the north west guarter of the south east quarter,
the south half of the south east guarter and the north half of the
south west guarter of section eight:; the east halfl of section nine;
the south half of section ten; the north east guarter the east halfl
of the north west quarter and the south half of section eleven; the
south half of section twelve: all of sections thirteen and fourteen;
the north east guarter of the north west guarter, the west half of
the north west quaxter, the south west guarter and the east half of
section fiftemn; the south half of section seventeen; the south west
quarter of the north east gquarter, and the south hall of section
eighteen; all of section nineteen; the north half, the west half of
the south east guarter, the north east guarter of the south west
quarter, and the south west guarter of the south west gquarter of
section twenty; the north east cquarter, the north half of the north
west quarter, the south east quarter of the north west quarter, the
socuth west quarter of the south east gquarter; and the north east
quarter of the south west guarter of section twenty-one: the north
west quarter of section twenty-two: the east half of the south west
quarter, the south east quarter, and the north half of section twenty=-
three; all of section twenty-four; the north west quarter, the south
east quarter, the east half of the south west quarter, and the north
west quarter of the south west gquarter of section twenty-five; the
north east quarter, the west half of-the South east quarter, the
north east quarter of the south west guarter, and the south west
guarter of the south west guarter of section twenty-six; the south-
east quarter of the north west guarter, the south east cuarter, the
north east quarter of the south west quarter, and the south west
quarter of the south west gquarter of section twenty~seven: the south
east guarter of section twenty-eight; the west half of the north east
quarter, the north west quarter, the northeast quarter of the south:
west quarter and the south west quarter ofthe south west quarter of
section twenty~nine; the north east guarter, the north east gquarter of
the north west guarter, the north west gquarter of the southeast
quarter, and the south half of the south east quarter of section thirty;
+the south west quarter of the north east quarter, the south half of
the north west quarter (the north west quarter of the south east
quarter) and the south west gquarter of section thirty one) the west
half of the north east quarter, and the south east guarter of section
thirty~three; all of section thirty-four:; the north east quarter and
the west half of section thirty-five; the east half, the south halfl

£ the north west gquarter, and the north half of the south west
quarter of section thirty six; containing in all thirteen thousand
eight hundred and eleven acres and fifteen hundredths of an acre.

Townshi» six South of Range five east.
The south west quarter, and the east half of section one; the south
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half of section two; the north west guarter, and the south halfl of
the south east guarter of section three; all of section four:; the
south west quarter of the north east guarter; the north half of

the northwest guarter: and the scouth half of section six, the west
half of the north west quarter, and the south west quarter of section
seven: the north west cuarter of the southeast quarter and the south
west quarter of section eight; the south west gquarter of section nine;
the north half of the north east quarter, the south west quarter of
the north east guarter, and the east half of the south east quarter of
section ten: the north west quarter of the north east cquarter, the
south half of the north east quarter, the north west quarter of the
south west quarter, and the south half of the south west quarter of
section eleven; the east half and the west half of the north-west
guarter of section twelve: the north west quarter of the south east
quarter, the south half of the south east quarter the north east
quarter of the south west quarter, and the south half of the south
west quarter of section thirteen; the west half of the north east
guarter, the east half of the north west quarter, the south west
quarter of the north west quarter, the west half of the south east
gquarter and the east half of the south west gquarter of section
fourteen; the south half of the north east guarter, and the north half
of the south east guarter of section fifteen [the south west guarter
of the north east quarter, the south east quarter, and the west half
of section seventeen) all of sections eighteen, nineteen, and twenty;
the west half of the north east quarter, the south east guarter, and
the west half of section twenty-one; the south west quarter of section
twenty-two; the west half of the north east guarter, the scuth east
quarter of the north east guarter, the north half ol the south east
quarter, and the north east gquarter of the south west quarter of
section twenty-three; all of sections twenty four and twenty-five;

the south half of the north east quarter, and the south half of
section twenty-six; the south east quarter, and the west half of
section twenty-seven; all of sections twenty~elght, twenty<nine and
thirty: the ncorth esast quarter of the north west quarter and the

east half of section thirty one; the north east quarter, and the

west half of section thirty-two the east half of section thirty~three
anf all of section thirty-four, thirty-five and thirty-six, containin
in all fourteen thousand nine hundred and eighty acres, and ninety-
nine hundredths of an acre.

Township Seven South of Range five East.
A1l of sections one, two and three: the south east gquarter of the
north west quarter, the south west cquarter and the east half of
section four; the south east gquarter, and the west half of section
fives all of section six; the north east cuarter of the north east
quarter, the west half of the north east quarter, the west half of the
south east quarter, and the west halfl of section seven; the east half
cf section eight; all of section -nine, ten, eleven and twelve; the
north half of the south east quarter, the south west guarter, and
the north half of section thirteen:; all of sections fourteen and
fifteen; the north east quarter, the south half of the north west
quarter, and the south west quarter of section seventeen; the west
half of the north east quarter, the south east guarter of the north
east quarter, the south east quarter, and the west half of section
eighteen: all of section nineteen; the west half of the north east
quarter, the south east quarter and the west half of section twenty;
- all of section twenty-one; the south west quarter of the south west
quarter, and the north half of section twenty=-two; the north half of
the south west gquarter, the south east guarter, and the north half
of section twenty-three; the north west guarter of the south west
guarter, the south east quazrter, and the north half of sectlon
twenty-four:; all of section twenty-five; the south half of the north-
east guarter, the south half of the north west guarter, and the south
half of section twenty-six; all of sections twenty-seven, twenly-
eight, twenty-nine, thirty, and thirty-one; the east hall of the
south east quarter, and the north half of section thirty-two; all
of section thirty-three; the south west quarter of the north east
quarter, the south east quarter, and the west half of section thirty-
four: the north half of the south east quarter, and the west half
of section thirty-five; and the north half of section thirty-six;
containing in all nineteenthousand, six hundred and fifty-four acres
and ninetey hundredths of an acre.
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Township eight South of Range five East.
The North west quarter of the North east quarter, the east half of the
north west quarter, and the north west quarter of the south west
quarter of section twoj; the north west quarter of the south east
quarter, the south west quarter, and the north half of section three:
all of section four; the west half of the north east quarter of
section five; the north east quarter of section eight:; the north half
of section nine; the south east quarter of the north west quarter,
the north west quarter of the south east guarter, and the south west
quarter of the south west guarter of section ten: the north west
guarter, .. .. of the north west gquarter, and the north west gquarter
of the southwest quarter of section eleven; all of section nineteen;
the north west guarter of the north east quarter or the north half
of lot numbered one, and the north west guarter of the south east
guarter, or the north half of lot numbered six of section twenty-one;
all of sections thirty and thirty one; containing in all three
thousand, four hundred and eighty-one acres and fifiy~nine hundredths
of an acte.

Township nine South ¢f Range five East.
All of frsctional sections one and three; the south fractional half of
- section four; the south half of section five: 2ll of section six and
seven; the north east quarter and the west half of section eight: the
south east fractional quarter, and the north half section nine; all
of fractional sections ten and eleven, containing in all three
tousand two hundred and ninety seven acres and eighteen hundredths of
an acre.

Township four south of Range six East.

ALL of fractional section six; the east half of the south west quarter,
and the east half of section seven; all of fractional sections eight
nine, fourteen and fifteen; all of sections seventeen, eighteen, nine-
teen and twenty; the east half of section twenty-one: &ll of section
“twenty-two; all of fractional sections twenty-three, twenty-four and
twenty=-five, the north east guarter andé the south half of the south
west quarter of section twenty-six; the north west cuarter and the
- east half of section twenty-seven; gll of section twenty-nine and
thirty; the east half of the south east guarter, the north west
quarter of the south east quarter, and the north half of section
thirty~one; the west half of the south east guarter, the south west
quarter, and the north half of section thirty-two the south half of
section thirty-three; the south west quarter and the east half of
section thirty-four; all of sections thirty-five and thirty six;
containing in all eleven thousand and sixty three acres, and forty<
six hundredths of an acre.

Township five South of Range six East.
The South east quarter of section one; the south east guarter of
section two; the North halfl of the south east quarter, the south west .
quarter and the north half of section three; all of section four;
five, six, seven and eight; the south west quarter and the north half
of section nine; the south half of the north east guarter and the
west half of secticn ten; the north east quarter of section eleven;
the south half of the north west quarter, and the east half of the
south east guarter of section twelve; the south half of the northe
east quarter, and the west half of the south east cuarter of section
thirteen; the south west quarter of section fifteen; the north half
of section seventeen; the north west cuarter of the south east
guarter, the south west gquarter, and the north half of section eighteen,
all of section nineteen, twenty, and twenty-one; the west half of the
south east quarter, and the west half of section twenty-two, the
north west quarter of the north west guarter, and the south east
guarter of section twenty-three; the south half of the north east
cuarter, the south east guarter, the west half of the south west
guarter, and the south east quarter of the south west guarter of
section twenty-Lfour; all of sections twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty~
seven, twenty-—-eight, twenty-nine, thirty, thirty-one, thirty=-two,
thirty=-three, thirty-four and thirty-rive and all of fractional
section thirty six; containing in all sixteenthousand, eight hundred
and nine acres, and seventy hundredths of an acre.
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Townshiv six South of Range six Fast.
A1l of fractional sections one and two; 2ll of sections three and four;
the south half of the north east guarter, the south half of the north
west quarter, and the north half of the south west gquarter of
section five; all of section six, seven, eight, nine and ten: all of
fractional section eleven; the south west guarter and tk north hal?f
of section fifteen; the north half of the south east guarter, the
south half of the south west quarter, and the north half of section
seventeen; the south half of the south east quarter, the south west
quarter, and the north half of section eighteen; all of section
nineteen; the north west gquarter of the north east quarter the south
half of the north east guarter, the south east quarter, and the west
half of section twenty; the south half of the north-west quarter,
and the south half of section twenty-one; the north half of the
north-~west quarter, and the south west quarter of the south west
quarter of section twenty—two: all of fractional sectiontwenty-six;
all of section twenty-seven, the west half of the north east guarter,
the west half of the south east quarter, the south east quarter of
the south east quarter and the west half of section twenty-eight:
all of sections twenty-nine, thirty, thirty-one, thirty-two, thirty-
three and thirty~four; and all of fractional section thirty-five:
containing in all fourteen thousand, three hundred and forty-seven
acres and sixty three hundredths of an zcre.

Township seven South of Range six East.
All of Tfractional sections one and two; all of sections three, four,
five, six, seven, and eight; the north half of secticn nine: all
of sections ten and eleven; the east fractional half of section
twelve; the north half of the south west quarter, the south east
quarter and the north half of section thirteen; the north half of the
south east quarter, the south west gquarter, and the north half of
section fourteen; the south east quarter and the north half of
section fifteen; the south west cuarter and the north half of section
seventeen; all of sections eighteen and nineteen; the south east
quarter and the west half of section twenty; the north east quarter
of section twenty-two; the north west cuarter of lots numbered three
and four of section twenty-three; the north east quarter, and the
south half of section twenty-four; the west half of the north east
quarter of section twenty-nine; and the north half of section thirty;
containing in all eleven thousand, one hundred and twenty acres and
fifty six hundredths of an acre.

Township four South of Range seven East.
All of fractional sections thirty and thirty-one: containing in all
five hundred and thirty six acres and twenty-four hundredths of an
acre.

Township five South of Range seven EFast.
All of fractional sections six and seven; all of section eighteen;
the south half of lot "B" of fractional section nineteen; and all of
fractional section thirty; containing in a2ll one thousand nine hundred
and twenty=five acres and forty one hundredths of an acre.

: Township seven South of Range seven East.
All of fractional sections seven, eight, seventeen, and nineteen:
centaining in all four hundred and eighty~seven acres and seventy
five hundredths of an acre, and containing in the aggregate one
hundred and fourteen thousand, two hundred and thirty-one acres and
forty=-six hundredths of an acre, according to official plats of
survey of said lands returned to the CGeneral Land Office by the
Surveyor General and for which the governor of the said State of
Alabama, did, on the 21st day of August 1869, request a patent %o

be issued to the said state, as required in the aforesaid act.

Now therefore know ye that the United States of America, in con-
sideration of the premises and in conformity with the act of congress
aforesaid, have given and granted, and by these presents do give
and grant, unto the said state of Alabama, in fee simple subject to
the disposal of the Legislature therecf{, the tracts of .land zbove
described. :
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To have and to hold the same together with all the rights,
privileges, immunities, and appurtensnces thereto belonging unto
the said State of 4Alabama in fee simple and to its assigns forever.

In Testimony whereof, I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the
United States of America, have caused these letters to be made patent
and the seal of the General Land Cffice to be hereunto affixed.

Given under my hand at the city of Washington, the tenth day
~of September in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-nine, and of the independence of the United States the
ninety=fourth.

By the President: TU. S. Grant,
By J. N. Burrett,Secretary

L.S. Jo N. Granger, Recorder of the General Land Office
M. L. 128314 . ‘ E; M.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERTIOR
GENERAL LAND CFFICE. Washington, D. C.June 9,1902
RIC.1L.

I, Binger Hermenn, Commissioner of the General Land Cfficde, do
hereby certify that the annexed paper being z copy of Alabama Swamp
Land Patent No. 1, Mobile Series, issued September 10, 1869, is a
true and literal exemplificdtion of the record of the original patent
in this office.

In Testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name ang
caused the seal of this office to be affixed at the City of Washington,
on the day and year above written.

Binger Hermann
Commissioner of the General
: : Land Cffice
(Seal)
Filed for record June 16th, 1902 at 10:15 A. M.,
" Recorded June 18th, 1502.
Chas. Hall, Judge of Probate

STATE OF ALARAMA )
BALDWIN CQUNTY } PROBATE COURT

I, W. R. STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for said
State and County, hereby certify that the within and foregoing .
pages contain a full, true and completé copy of the United States
Patent to reclaim the Swamp Lands, asithe same appears of record
in my office in Deed Book No. 5 Page 210-222.

Glven under my hand and seal of office, this 9 dav of Augst ,1950.

/S/ We R Stuart
_ Judge of Probate
(Seal)®

ME. BLACKBURN: Then, we offer in evidence certified copy of Patent
from State of Alabama to Robert F. Queal, Orin H. Queal and

Sarah K. Scott, dated February 20, 1872, and recorded in Deed Book J

page 43L, Baldwin County, Alabama Records and ask that it be identified

as Complainant's Exhibit 2w,

(Instr?ment admitted in evidence, properly identified and is set out
below

Complainant s Exhibit =2%

"Map Beook No. 1
Certificate No. 1059 : Page 35
Recorded Vol. 1 Page 38.

The State of Alabama
To all whom these presents shall come - Greeting:
Yhereas Robert F. Quea?, Crin H. Queal, and Sarah K. Scott, jointly,
has deposited in the Office of the Secretary of State of Alabama
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a Certificate of the Receivor of the Swamp and Overflowed Lands of
Alabama in and for the district of Mobile, whereby it appears that
full payment has been made by the said Robert F. Queal, 0. H. Queal
and Sarah X. Scott, Jointly, according to the provisions of the

Act of +the General Assembly of Alabama entitled ®An Act for the sale
of Swamp and Overflowed Lands of the State of Alabama, and for other
purposes,” approved February 8th, 1861 for the following tract of
land, to-wit: »

N4 and SWi Section 13, Township 7 South Range 5 East,
Tour hundred sixty-nine 20/ {L63.20) acres.

according to the official Plat of Survey of Record in the General
Land Office of the United States, a certified copy whereof is now

on file in the Office of the Secretary of State of Alabama, which
land has been purchased by the said R. F. Queal, 0. H. Queal and

S. K. Scott jointlv. Now Know Ye, That the State of Alabama in
consideration of the premises, and in conformity with the several

Acts of Cengress making donations to certain States of the Swamp

znd Overflowed Lands within their limits, and of the several Acts

of the General Assembly of Alabama above mentioned, and any other

act or acts in such case made and provided, have granted and con-
veyed, and by these presents do grant and convey unto the said

Robert F. Queal, Orin H. Queal and Sarah K. Scott jointly, and

to heirs,the tract above described, To have and to hold the same
together with all the rights, privileges, immunities and appurtenances
of whatsoever nature thereunte belonging unto the said Robt. F. Queal,
0. H. Queal, & 3. K. Scott jointly.

In testimony whereof, I Robert B. Lindsay, Governor of the State
of Alabama, have caused these letters to be made Patent, and the
Seal of the "Swamp and Overflowed Land Office"™ to be hereunto affixed,
Given unser my hand, at the City of Montgomery, the Z20th day
of Febr'y 1872.

Robert B. Lindsay
Governor of Alabama
By W. V. Chardaveyne
Secretary
Received for Record November 28th, 1872.
Recorded December 28th, 1872.
W. C. Gasgue
' Judge

STATE OF ALABAMA )

BALDWIN COUNTY ) PROBATE CCOURT
I, W. R. STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for sald State

and County, hereby certifly that the within and foregoing —=---pages
contain a full, true and complete copy of the Dzed From Robert B.
Lindsay to Robert F. Queal et als as the same appears of record

in my office in Deed Book No. J Page L3L.

Given under my hand and seal of office, this 9 day of August, 1%50.

/s/ W. R. Stuar:
Judge o Probate
Seal.™

MR. BLACKBURN: Next, we offer in evidence certified cony of Tax

: Deed from the State Land Commissioner of Alabama to J. A. Pilgrim
dated April 6, 1938 and recorded in Deed Book 65 N. S. pages 104~3,
Baldwin County Records and ask that it be identified as Complainant?'s
Exhibit 737v.

(Instﬁument admitted in evidence, properly identified and is set out
below
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Exd.
Ne.3597 Original

THE STATE OF ALABAMA

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: THAT WHEREAS, on the 8th day of
June, A. D. 1931, the Probate Court of Baldwin County rendered a
decree for the sale of lands hereinafter described and conveyed,
for the payment of State and County taxes then due from Baldwin
County Colonization Co. the owner of said lands, and for the pay-
ment of the fees, costs, and expenses of and under said decree,
and the sale had in execution thereof.

AND WHEREAS, thereafter to-wit, on the &th day of July, 1931, under
and in pursuance of said decree, said lands were regularly offered
for sale by the Tax Collector of Baldwin County for said taxes, fees,
costs, and expenses, and no person having bid a sufficient sum for
said lands to pay the same, said lands were bid in for the State for
the sum of sald taxes, fees, costs, and expenses.

AND WHEREALS, the time zllowed by law for the redemption of said lands
has elapsed since said sale, and the same not having been redeemed
the title thereto under said sale is still in the State.

AND WHEREAS, said lands having been entered upon the books of the
State Land Commissioner, and the State Land Commissioner of the
State of Alabama, with the approval of the Governor, has fixed the
price of said laﬂds and ascertained that the sum of Three Hundred
Forty Two and no/lOO ($342.00) dollars is sufficient to cover and
satisfy all claims of the State and County against said lands for
or on account of taxes .Lﬂterest .f.ees and COSuS and of cers'
‘fees which were due upon or havé’ accruﬁa against said lands, as
provided by law.

AND WHEREAS, application has beesn made to the State Land Commissioner

of the State of Alabama, by J. A. Pilgrim, to purchase said lands, and
sald sum of Three Hundred Fortv Two and no/lOO ($3L2.00) dollars
therefor has been paid into the State Treasury.

NOW THEREFORE, the State Land Commissioner of the State of Alabama,
by virtue of and in accordance with the authority in him vested by
law, with the approval of the Governor of Alabama, and in consider-
ation of the premises above set out, has this day granted, bargained,
sold, and conveyed, and by these presents does grant, barfa in, sell,
and convey unto the said J. A. Piligrim, without warranty or covenant
of any kind on the part of the State, express or implied, 211 right
and title of the State of Alabama, in and to said lands, described
as follows:

SEcor of SEf of SEi, Sec. 1, Tp 7 s, Rb5e:
E: of SWi o? SEE:, Sec. 9 Tp 7s R5e: SE cor
o; SE: of Sd@, Sec. & Tp 7s R;e. SE cor of
‘NEZ of NEi, Sec. 12, Tp 7s. R 5e; SWi of NEZ,
Sec. 13, Tp 7 s, REe- E2 of SWz of Suq, Sec. 18,
o 78, R 5e; SWk o F 8wl sec. 33, Tp 7S, R 5 e;
WL of WW: of SWL, Sec.. 34, Tpe 75 R 5e; S of NE:
of SE%; Sec. 34, Tp 7s, Rbes SWi of NE%,'Seca 36
- Tp 7s, R_5e; SWz of NW&, Sec. 20, mn 7s, R be;
N of SE: of NEi, Sec 21, Tp 7s. R Se; SEX of SEE
Sec. 28, Tp 7s, R 6e; W o-_SW# oF Nd4, Sec. 29,
Tp 7s, Rbes SW% of NWi, Sec. 30 tp. 78, R be; NEZ
of NW:, E B of SWi, Sec. 2, Tp 85, R3e; NW%

]
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=
s

, B2 of NEL of
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of Miflin. Creek, Sec. 7, Tp 88? R5e: Nf“ of Nu&,
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lying and béing situate in said County and State, to have and to
hold the same, the said right and title of the State in the lands
aforesaid, unto J. A. Pilgrim, and his heirs and assigns, forever.

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto seb my hand and seal this the
th day of April, 1938,

STATE LAND COMMISSIONER OF ALABRAMA
By HENRY 5. LONG
APPROVED State Land Commissioner.
BIBB GRAVES
Governor

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
MONTGCMERY COUNTY

I, Mrs. Clay Willingham, a Notaty Public in and for said County,
in said State, hereby certify that Henry S. Long, whose name is
signed to the foregoing conveyance as State Land Commissioner, and
who is known to me, acknowledged before me on this day that, being
informed of the contents of this conveyance, he, in his capacity
as such State Land Commissioner, executed the same voluntarily on

the day the same bears date.
Given under my hand this the 6th day of April, 193%2.

MRS. CLAY WILLINGHAM

Notary Public
STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY PROBATE COURT :
Filed in office this 17th day of May, 1938 at 2:15 PM and duly record-
ed in Deed Book 65 N. S. page 10L-105 and I certify that $~ ~, cts
50 Deed tax, has been paid as regquired by law. _
poetoGe "Wae Robertson, Judge of Probate

G. W. Robertson, Judge of ,Probate

STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY

Nt W

PROBATE COURT

. I, W. R. STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for said
State and County, hereby certify that the within and foregoing nages
contain a full, tme and complete copy of the Tax Deed From State
Land Commissioner to J. A. Pilgrim as the same appears of record in
my office in Deed Book No. 65 Page 104-105.

e

/s/ W. R. Stuars
Judge of Probate

Given under my hand and seal of office, this 9 day of August, 1950.

Sealo I

- omm e aw e an e e

MR. BLACKBURN: Next, we offer in evidence original deed from J. A.
Pilgrim and Mary E. Pilgrim, his wife, tc Loule Z. Brannan, dated

July 23, 1940, and recorded in Deed Book 76 bages 426=27, Baldwin

County, Alabama Records and ask that it be identified as Complainant®s

Exhibit mL7.

(Instrument admitted in evidence, properly identified and is as
follows:) ‘
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Complainant’®s Exhibiﬁ Ly
TQUIT CLAIM DEED
THE STATE OF ALABAMA, )
BALDWIN COUNTY %

THIS DEED made this 23rd day of July, 1940, between J. A.
Pilgrim and wife Mery E. Pilgrim, parties of the first‘part, and
~Louie W. Brannan, party of the second part,

WITNESSETH, That the parties of the {irst part, in consideration
of One and no/l00«—=—=—==DCLLARS to us in hand paid by the party of
the second part, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, have
remised, released and guit-claimed and by these presents do remise,
 release and forever quit—claim unto the said party of the second
part his heirs and assigns forever, all the real property in BALDWIN
County, Alabama, described as follows, to-wit: The Southwest
Quarter (SWi) of the Northeast Quarter (NEi) of Section Thirteen
(13), Townsﬁip Seven Socuth (7S) and Range Five East (5E).
_WTO_HAVEQANDQTO-HOLD~the said released premises unto the said Louile
W. Brannan, his heirs and assigns forever: OSo that neither the
.party of the first part, their heirs or assigns, nor any other person
“in trust for them - or in their name shall or will, can or may, by
ény ways or means whatsoever, hereafter have or claim any rigaht or
title thereto; BUT THAT the sald parties of the first part, their
heirs and assigns, each ané every one of them from all estate,
:right, title, interest or claim, and demand whatsoever in or to
the said premises, or any part thereof, are, is, and shall be by these
presents, FOREVER EXCLUDZD AND DEBARRED.

IN WITNESS WHEREOCF, the parties of the first part have hereunto set
their hands and seals the day and year first above written.

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED IN THE PRESENCE OF

/s/ J. A, Pilgrim (SEAL)
/s/” Mary B. Pilgrim (SEAL)

3ate of Alabama BALDWIN County.
I, Neomi M. Pilgrim, a Notary Public, in and for said County and State,

hereby certify that J. A. Pilgrim, and wife, Mary E. Pilgrim, whose
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names are signed to the foregoly conveyance, and who are known to me,
acknowledgeé before me on this day that being informed of the con-
tents of the conveyance they executed the same voluntarlily on the day
the same bears date.

Given under my hand and official seal this 23rd day of July A. D.
- 1G6L0.

/s/ Naomi M. Pilgrim
Notary prubliic, baldwin Lo., Ala.

(Seal affixed)
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES
DEC. 2, 1941. _
State of Alabama, BALDWIN dOUNTY.
I, Naomi M, Pilgrim, a Notary Public in and for said Couny
and State, do hereby certify that on the 23rd day of July, 1940
came befofe me the within named Mary E. Pilgrim, known to me to be
the wife of the within named J. A. Pilgrim, who being examined
separate and apart from her husband, touching her signature to

the within conveyance, acknowledged that she signed the same of

her own free will and zccord, and without fear, constraint or threats
> 2

_..on.the part .of her-husband.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I hereunto set my hand and official seal
this 23rd day of July, 1940.

/s/ Naomi M. Pilegrim
Notary rublic, Balcdwin Co., Ala.

(Seal affixed)

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES
DEC. 2, 1941.

e . m MR A s

(Here follows a blank form of ackowledgment which is not
f£illed in on the above printed form deed)

STATE OF ALABAMA BALDWIN COUNTY
Filed Jan 12, 1942 335 PM
Recorded Deed book 75 page LR6-7
and I certify that the following
Privilege Tax has been paid.
Deed Tax = = =~ -~ 50
Mortgage Tax — =~ =~
s/ G. W. Robertson
Judge of Probate
By— - ~ _
L W Brannan Jr D50

- Foley ,@E.ZS i

— amm e n awe e -
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Mr. Brannan, I will ask you if you are the grantee in the deed

I just introduced here where your name appears Louie W. Brannan?
I am.

After you got title to that piece of property from Mr. and Mrs.

Pilgrim what did you do with it, what use did vou make of it?

Put signs on it indicating to whom it belonged, worked ifhe pine

timber therson for turpentine.

How soon after vou got the desed?

Around same time I got the deed.

How long did your turpentine operations continue?

About five years.

th

During the past few years what possession have yvou had of it?
Have leased this land for gfazing purposes to a party in thaﬁ
neighborhood.

Has he fenced it?

Yes, he fenced it.

_HOW“"flOIlg __,ago ? [T

About two years ago.

For the period of ten fears next preceding the fiiing of this
suit has any person other than you and Mr. Pilgrim through whom
you claim title, had possession of this property or any part
thereof?

They have not.

During the past ten years have you and Mr. Pilgrim, through whom
you claim title, regularly assessed and paid taxes on this property?
We have. |
Has anyone else assessed or paid taxes on any part of this property?
Not that I know of.

No one else had possession &f it?

No sir.

A%t the time this sult was filed was there any suit pending %o test
title to or possession of the property?

There wasn?'t.

Have you réad the bill ofcomplaint in this case?

Yes.

Are all the facts stated in it true?

To the best of mv knowledge.
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Mr, Pardue having been first duly and legally sworn, testified
as follows:

ON DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Blackburn

Q. Is this Mr. Pardue?

:..:A_._ Y-

Q. Mr. Pardue are you familiar with the property described as the
Southwest Quarter of the ﬁortheast Quarter of Section Thirteen,
‘Township Seven South Range Five East?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Have you been familiar with that land for more than ften years?

A. TYes sir, worked that place.

Q+ Did Mr. Brannan at any time commence turpentine operations on it?

A. Yes sir. I worked with Mr. Brannan, worked right along with him.

Q. Work in that community?

A, Yes sir.

ﬁ@,wmﬂigqhg_ﬁtar? turpentining approximately ten years ago?

A. Tes sir, or more. |

Q. He worked it approximafély five years?

A, Tes. |

Q. During the last three years has it been fenced by one of his
tenants?

A, gYes sir. I think he is a Iittle mistaken on the length of time.
It's been four years ago.

Qe Dufing the past ten vears has any person other thaﬁ Mr. Brannaﬁ
been in possession, or his tenant, been in possession of that
property? |

A. Yot to my knowledge.
Q. You see it regularly?

A, Yes sir.

I, Ora S. Nelson, Court Reporter in and for the Twenty-eighth
Judicial Circuit of Alabama, hereby certify that the above and fore-
going is a true and correct transcript of the evidence given and taken
by me on a hearing of the above styled cause on February 15, 1951.

This 19th day of February, 1951.

igglé,ﬁJ/ Qé?f ¢?7i2£~é;“ﬁL°“//

Court LHeporter
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'5. The title hereby decreed to bte in the said complain-
ant, L. W. Brannan, Jr., shall inure to the benefits of 2all per-—
sons who derive title to the said lands, or any part thereof, or
any interést therein, from or through the said L. W. Brannan, Jr.,
and such title or interest shall be at 2all times treated and con—
sidered as though it had been established in favor of the persons
S50 procuring or deriving title from the said complainant.

6. The costs of this proceeding are hereby taxed
against the said complainant, for which exXecution may issue.

CRDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED on this the Qf“& day of

Dxdosaben |, 1952




L. W. BRANNAN, JR., also known
as Louie W, Brannan,

Compliainant,
Vs.

ETER KRAUSS, ANNA KRAUSS, PETER IN THE CIRCUIT CQURT OF
A KRANZ, BALDWIN LAND HOLDIX Ta COM~

- PANY, INC., a Corporation, the
OLLICGTS directors and stock-
holders of Baldwin Land Holding
Company, Inc., a Corporation, and
BALDWIN COUNTY COLONIZATION Eon-
PANY, a Corporation, the officers,.
directors and.stockholders of the -
Baldwin County Colonization Com-
pany, a Corporation,

- BALDWIN COUNTY ALABAMA
IW EQUITY f

Respondents.

o Mot e W S Wt Mot Ve St Yo i Nt St Wy o oty £ Syt Vi s S
. ; o

NOTE OF SUBMISSION £

This cause coming on to be heard on this date is sube
mitted for final decree on the original Bill of Compléiﬁﬁ,'Notice
of Pendency of Bill of Complaint, Proof of Publication of Notice
A of Pendency of Bill of Complaint, Motion for Decree-Pro Confesso,
against Respondents, Decree Pro Confesso against Respondents,
Decree ordering testimony taken in this case, as required by
Equity Rule Number 56, as amended, and the testimony of Complain-
ant's witnesses taken in open court, as provided by Eguity Rule
Number 56, as amended.

Dated this the ,,Z’”'GJ day of December, 1952,

Registe

ém

itor for uomplawnant

2‘“




NOTE OF SUBMISSION

L. W, BRANNAN, JR., also known
as Loule W. Brannan, n
,,' o | Complainéﬁtfﬁ
VS- ; I B

PETER KRAUSS, ET ALS.,

L

Respondentsag

i)

o IN THE CIRCUTT COURT OF

R B T e

BALDWIN COUNTY ALABAMA
IN t*“(,)UITY

[
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NCTICE OF PENDENCY OF BILIL OF COMPLAINT,

L. W. BRANNAN, JR., '
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT CF

Complainant,
V3.

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

LANDS HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED, and

PETER KRAUSS, ANNA KRAUSS, P?TER
KRANSZ, BALDWIN LAND ﬂGLDING
bOMPnYV INC., 2 Corporation, and
BALDWIY COUNTY COLONIZATION GOM&
PANY, a Corporation,

IN EQUITY.

vwwwwk_fuwwuwwm.uw

Respondents.

Notice is hereby given to Peter Krauss, Anna Krauss,
Peter Kransz, Baldwin Land Holding Company, Inc., a‘Corporation,
the officers, directors and stockholders of the Baldwin Land Hold-
ing Company, Inc., a Corporation, Baldwin County Colonization
Company, a Corporation, the officeré, directors and stockholders of

the Baldwin County Colonization Company, a Corporation, and the

heirs and devisees of such of the said parties as may be dead, and | .

any and all persons, firms or corporations claiming any title to,
interest in, lien or encumbrance on the lands hereinafter described
that on the 29th day ¢f June, 1950, the said Complainant, L. W.
Brannan, Jr., who is also known as Louie W. Bramnan, filed in the
Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alzbama, Equity Side, a verified
Bill of Complaint against the following described lands situated in
Baldwin County, Alabama, to-wit:

Southwest Quarter {SWi) of the Northeast

Quarter {NEZ), Section Thirteen {13), Town-

ship Seven (73 South, Range Five {5} East,

Baldwin County, Alabama,
and against Peter Krauss, Anna Krauss, Peter Kransz, Baldwin Land
Holding Company, Inc., a Corporation, the officers, directors and
stockholders of the Baldwin Land Holding Company, Inc., a Corpora-
tion, Baldwin County Colonization Company, a Corporation, the offi-
cers, directors and stockholders of the Baldwin County Colonization
Company, a Corporation, and the heirs and devisees of such of the

said parties as may be dead,and against any and all persons, firms

or corporations claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encum—
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brance on the said lands, or any part thereof, the said Bill of
Complaint having been filed for the purpose of establishing the
title of the said Complainant to all of the said lands for the pur-
pose of quieting his title thereto, and to clear up all doubts and
disputes concerning his title to the said properiy.
~The Complainant claims the absolute fee simple title
in and Yo all of the said lands under, by and through the following
conveyances, all of which are recorded in the office of the Probate
Judge of Baldwin County, Alabama, the County where the lands are
situated, Lo-~wit:
L. Tax Deed from the State of Alabama to J. A.
Pilgrim, dated April 6, 1938, and recorded
in Deed Book 65, Page 104.
B. Deed from J. A. Pilgrim and Mary E. Pilgrim,

his wife, to Louie W. Brannan, dated July 23,

1940, and recorded in Deed Book 76, page 426.

The Complainant, in and by his said Bill of Compliaint
alleges and avers that he owns the said lands in his own right,_ng_”_

solutely and in fee simple; that he is in the actual peaceable

possession of 21l of the said lands; that title %o the said lands
stands upon the records of Baldwin County, Alsbama, the County where
the lands are situvated, in the name of the Complainant: that no
suit is pending to test Complainant?s title to, interest in, or
right to possession of the said lands, or any part thereof; that no
persons, firms or corporations, other than the Complainant, and
those through whom he claims title, are known to the Complainant to
nhave had any possession of the said lands, or any part. thereof,
within ten years next prior to the filing of the said Bill of Come
plaint, that no persons, firms or corporations, other than the
Complainant, and those through whom he claims title, are known to
the Complainant to have paid any taxes on the said lands, or any
part thereof, or any interest therein, within ten yvears next priof
to the filing of the said Bill of Complaint; and that the Com-

plainant together with those through whom he claims title to the

said liands, have held color of title theretoc, and have been in the

actual, peacezble, continuous and undisputed possession of all of




oo D02 215325

the said property for more than ten years next preceding the filing
of this Bill of Complaint.

The said parties named above and all perscns, firms
or corporations claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encum—
braﬁce on the said lands, or any par: therequ must appear in this
Court and plead, answer or demur to the said Bill of Complaint
before the 2nd day of Januvary, 1951, or on the said date Decrees
Pro Confesso will be taken against them, testimony will be there-
after taken and the said cause submitted for a final decree quieting
Complainantts title to the said lands.

| IN WITNESS WHERECF, I have hereunto set my hand, as
Register of the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alzbama, in Equity,
and affixed the seal of the said Court on this the 2nd day of

November, 1950,

_J/Zz%gmé{w‘
R R o Registe?/é% the Circuit Court of Bald~|
win County, Alabama, in Equity.

J. B. BLACKBURN
Solicitor for Complainant. STATE OF ALABAMA, BALDWIN CuUNTY

...................................

‘{mfd - -. M .Al:ook.?./, . pdﬁ;jz; ’r
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Judge of Probate g




Lo We ““*Wﬁ&\ JR., algo known
as. LOQ“@ W _BramnaM9

» Complalinant,
TSe - '

PETER KRAUSE, &TKJ “R$QSS dETER
KRANZ, BALDWIN LAND LD.;.‘\ZC eI
PANY, INC., & Cornnrat on, the
offi cersy directors and stocke
holders<of Baldwin Land Holding
Company, Inc., & Corporation, and
BALDWIY COUNTY COLONIZATION CuMw
PANY, & Corporation, the offlcerwg
directors and stockholders of the
Baldwin-County Colonization Com=
nany, & Corporation, :
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mlt%e@ for final decree on the original Bill of Compl&intslﬁb%ica
‘of Pendency of Bill of COmnlaing, Proof of Publication of Notice
af:?éﬁdancy of Bill 55 uammlﬁﬁnt Metion ﬁsr ﬁ@crme Fro C@ﬁfevsu
agalnst Respondents, Decree ?ro;ﬁan;essa &g&lnst Hespondents;
Decres sréering testimony taken in this case, as reguired hy Eqaiéy‘
Rula:ﬁumbe$_56, as mend@dguﬁhéftesﬁimoﬁy of complainant¥s witw-
"ﬂé$sé$Jt@Eéh in open court, as provided by Equity Ruls ﬁum&aé-ﬁé; 
as amended; and Note of ubmigsion: upon é@néid@ratibﬁ of all 55 
which, it @ppesars to the Court that the complainant is entitled
to th@ r@lief prayed for by h m;i hig sald Bill of Scmsi&ipt;"
% RBG?Owg it is, therefore, Uﬁﬁbﬁuu, ADJUDCED AND DECREED B¥Y Edﬁ
courtlag Tollows:

- 1. The complainant, L;:WQ Brannam;féra, is the true
 &&§ léwful owner in fee simple of the f@llum“hg described real

*

ituated in m&&ﬁ% Coumtyg Alabama, to=wll

fﬁ
e

- property

Southwest Quarter of Kﬂrt%e%s* Quarter cf Section
13, Township 7 South, Range 5 East.

"The: ab olute fee simple title #b the s&id‘i&ﬁﬁs-anéutm eachr&néufrﬁ'~ﬂ

iy
o
3
jon
[¥s ]
t,, 3
]
| L
r3
of
(]
Ly

1 every part thereo rest therein is in the said come
9laipant$ Lo We Brann&n,_ngy_free_an£ c1ear‘of and from the
'_claim-ar claimeg of any and all persons, Ifirms or corporaticns .
:cl&iming any titls to, intere@t}iﬁﬁ-iiaﬁfar_encumbr&ﬁce-on the .

8 ié_l&ndg_or any part there@f, or any intefeét therein; The

.g&id complainant shall have and he is hereby given Jjudgment against
.the.said lands and against amy.émd 2ll persons claiming any title
tég'inter@st in, iien or encumbrance on the. said lands, or any

part thereol,
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218 procegding are hereby taxed
plainant, for which execution may issue.

JUDGED AND-DECREED on this the _2nd day of

< Telfalir Je-Mashburn,.Jdr. .

%Eo
STATE OF ALARAMA )
)
BALDWIN COUNTY )
CERTIFICATE

T

) Alice J. Duck, Register of the Circuit Court
of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the above and

foregoéng is a full,_true, and complete copy of the firal decrees
heretofore revderad in the cases of L.

for: W. Brannan Jr., also known
as Louie W, Brannan, Complainant vs. P

eter Krauss, et.al, Respondents.

Snd day of

faperher O-ven under my hand and seal this the
| BETEHESR, 1952. u E

AN
;S ' _
: Register/

L S
b AL ABANA i LIV I ey m
o AT ADADLY

wre OF 2, B
BLATE Do G ST 4.5

Fied / """ e fﬁg.'..?a% o552 7
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L. W. BRANNAN, JR., also -
known as Louie W. Brannan,

Complainant, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
VS.
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALARBAMA

PETER KRAUSS, ET ALS, IN EQUITY

L L P L L S N | e P e Y ey

Respondents.

REQUEST FOR ORAL EXAMINATION oF WITNESSES
~ Now comes the complalnant by his Solicitor, and moves

the Court to take the testimony of the complazinant and his witness-

eS8, Hiram Pardue - and J

orally, as provided by Eouity Rule:Number 56, as last amended.

;Resnectfully submltted

QE’M_

101tor for Complaimant.




REQUEST FOR ORAL EXAMINATION
OF WITNESSES, | o

Lo W- BRANNAN, JRQ,'alSO known
as Louie W,. Brannan,

- - Complainant,
VS, N

4.
Lo

PETER KRAUSS, BT ALS,

?“RQSpondents.

I3

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
. IN EQUITY |




1all of the Respondents named in the Bill of Complaint filed in this

L. W. BRANNAN, JR., also known as IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

Louie W. Brannan,

Complainant,
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
VS.

IN EQUITY. NO. 2503.

)

)

)

)

)

%

PETER KRAUSS, ET ALS., %
)

REespondents

REGISTER?S CERTIFICATE AS TO SERVICE.

I, Alice J. Duck, as Register of the Circuit Court of
Baldwin Ccunty, Alabama, in Egquity, do hereby certify'that the
Notice of Pendency of Bill of Complaint in this cause dated Novem-
ber 2, 1950, was published once a week for four successive weeks
in the Baldwin Times, a newspaper published at Bay Minette, in
Baldwin County, Alabama, the said notice appearing in the issues
of sald paper of November 2nd, 9th, 14th and'23rd, 1950, that on
the said date, namely, November 2, 1950, & copy of the said notice
was posted at the front door of the courthouse of Baldwin County,
at Béy Miﬁéﬁté;”Alébé¢é,.éﬁa dh tﬁe”2ﬁé.&ay bf November, 1950, a
copy of the said notice was filed for record in theoffice of the
Judge of Probate of Baldwin County, Alabama.

I further certify that tec the date of this certificate
¥y

cause have failed to appear, and plead, answer or demur thereto.

Dated on this the 3/%Aday of January, 1951.

g

Registér{
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REGISTER'S CERTIFICATE AS
TO SERVICE.

L. W. BRANNAN, JR., also

known as Louie W. Brannan,

Complainant,
VSe

PETER KRAUSS, ET ALS.,
' Respondents.

IN THE CIRCUIT GCOURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
IN EQUITY. NO. 2503

. |
/j / ~
Yadest. -5/ o)
/Z4¢£{¢£3&£¢@g¢é;
é/%ﬁgap@JiQiﬁ‘




L. W. BRANNAN, JR., also
known as Louie W. Brannan,

Complainant, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
VS, '
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

PETER KRAUSS, ET ALS, IN EQUITY

B L L L vy e}

Respondents.
 DECREE ORDERING ORAL EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES
fThe complainant in this cause having filed his written

recuest that the testimony of the complainant, L. W. Brannan, Jr.,

and his witnesses, Hiram Pardue and

be takengorally in open court, as provided by Equity Rule Number
56, as last amended, it is hereby ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED
that théftestimony of the said Witnesses:be taken orally; as prom-
vided in aﬁd by the said;ruie on this date.

= ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED on this the IQZEE day of
1958 . '

e bda g a B WA Beeous, A

y ] \J S

Judge.

S




DECREE ORDERING ORAL EXAMINATION
OF WITNESSES.

L. W. BRANNAN, JR., also known
as Louie W, Brannan,

.. Complainant,
V3. o f
PETER KRAUSS ET ALS

Respondents.

IN THE‘CIRCUIT COURT OF .
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
IN BQUITY




JIMMY FAULKNER

ZDITOR AND PURBLISHER

N

BEST NEWSPAPER

it_.;Y MINETTE, ALABAMA

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

TATE OF ALABAMA,
ALDWIN COUNTY.

ﬂ; L .

S e A T Db i ot being duly sworn, deposes and says
hat'he is the PUBLISHER of THE BALDWIN TIMES, a Weekly Newspaper pub-
ished a'l: Bay Mlnette Baldwin County, Alabama; that the notice herefo attached of

: )

. \,/‘.
,"/’q ’ 3 {_..-f STy o e R
7 -~
\,.L»?_,_/* Mﬁﬂs;’__.w,;-‘/w & ’:— o] M"“(M
COSsT STATEMENT -
o~ ‘g”/ <
 £/2 WORDS @ .. A Fcents — — — §B b —mT
ze and mﬁald/-(}?ﬂ
// Publisher.
'

) . - . - IR g ’&{. = - - -
| Was published in said newspaper for 7= consecutive weeks in the following-issues:

iy R /’ A
2 L1988 volie d. No #
G 1962 volis | No &2
7 50 ’ %
£ Lo 194 VO]. No =t
Foo - &W..L«: >' WW A
C o G ot 19477 Yolug No. = #, 4

B

A i - /
Subseribed and sworn before the undersigned this W‘i“%ﬁ?“ﬁay of Plarge 194,@“"")&//.

ot E e Leter o
5 S e R ;»*”’; Fp e S o

. Notary Public, Baldwin County. / M

Pu-bhsher.




L. W. BRANNAN, JR., also known as IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

Louie W. Brannsan,
Complainant,
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN EQUITY. NC. 2503.

)

)

)

)

VS. )
%

PETER KRAUSS, ET ALS., %
)

Respondents

. DECREE PRO CONFEZSSO.
In this cause it being made to appear to the Register
that the Notice of Pendency of Bill of Ccmplaint in this cause,
dated Novémber 2, 1950, was published once a week for four (4)
successive weeks in the Baldwin Times, a newspaper published at
Bavainette, in Baldwin County, Algbama, the said notice appearing

-

ir the issues of said paper of November 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd,
1950, that a copy of the said notice was posted at the front door
of the courthouse of Baldwin County, Alabama, in Bay Minette, Ala=-
bama on November 2, 1950, and that on the 2nd day of November, 195(
Mé.ébéynfﬁéréb%.ﬁéswfiléd“fO4Ireédfé”inmghe 5ffice of thé'Judge”of
robate of Baldwin County, Alabama, ahd to date hereof Peter
Krauss, Anna Krauss, Peter XKransz, Baldwin Land Holding Ccmpany,
Inc., & Corporation, the cfficers, directors and stockholders of
the Baldwin Land Hclding Company, Inc., a Corporation, Baldwin
County Colenization Company, & Corporation, the officers, director
and stockheclders of the Baldwin County Colonization Company, &
Corporation, and the heirs and devisees of such of the said par-
ties as may be dead, and any and all persons, firms or corporation:

claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance on the

following described property situvated in_

Baldwin County, Alabama,
to-wit:

Southwest Quarter (SWi} of the Northeast

Quarter (NEZ) of Section Thirteen (13),

Township Seven (7) South, Range Five (5}

East,
have to date hereof failed to appear and plead, answer or demur to

the Bill of Complaint filed against them herein.

Uy

Iy




Tt is, therefore, on motion of the Complainant,
Ordered, Adjudged and Decreed.by the Register that the said Bill
of Complaint be and it is hereby confessed against the said Re-
spondents and each of them, and"against any and all persons, firms
or corporations claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encum=
brance on the above described property, or any part thereof, or

any interest therein.

January, 1951.

v
57 '{f P e A ‘é/ LT %

.Register. L/




DECREE PRO COi}ﬁ

L. W, BRANNAN JR., also known
as Louie W, Brannan,,

Complalnant,
Vs,

PLTER KRAUSS ET ALS.,

Defendants.

"IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
IN EQUITY. NO. 2503

Tvgg, / IR
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L. W. BRANNAN, JR., also ‘known as IN THE GIRCUIT COURT OF

Louie W. Braﬂnaﬁ :
Complaznanﬁ i -
. BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN EQUITY. - NO. 2503.

)

J

s !
w )
)
PETER KRAUSS, ET ALS., %
)

Respondents

MOTION FOR DECREE PRO CONFESSO.

Motion is hereby made for a Decree Pro Confesso
against the lands involved in this proceeding, namely, Southwest
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 13, Township 7 South,
Range 5 East, Baldwin County, Alabama, and against Peter Krauss,
Anna Krauss, Peter Kransz, Baldwin Land Holding Company, Inc., &
Corporation, the officers, directors and stockholders of the Bald-
win Land Holding Company, Inc., & Corporation, Baldwin County
Celonization Company, a Corporation, the officers, directors and
i stockholders of the Baldwin County Colonigation Company, a Corpora-
tion, and against the heirs and devisees of such of the said par-
ties as may be dead, and against any and a2ll persons, firms or
corporations claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encumbranc
on the said land, or any part thereof, on the ground that the
Order of Publication in this cause dated November 2, 1950, wzas
published once a week for four (4) successive weeks in the Baldwin
Times, =2 newspaber published at Bay Minette, in Baldwin County,
Alabama, the said notice appearing in the issues of said paper
dated November 2, 1950, November 9, 1950, November 15, ;,SO and

November 23, 1950, and the said parties have to date failed to

“riappear and plead, answer or demur to the Bill of Complaint filed

2gainst them in this cause.

~

Wherefore, Complainant moves the Court to make and
enter a Decres Pro Confesso against each and all of the said
rarties. OComplainant further prays for such other, further and

general relief as he may be equitably entitled to in the premises.

/;2 *fS Fi3/LQMV¢LA&wAJ\A—HW

SOllCltOf for Complainant.

s
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MOTION FOR DECREE PRO coNFEsso

L W. BRANNAN, JR., also
known as Louie W. Brannan,

, H Complainant,
VS. . F .

ETER KRAUSS , BT ALS.,

i : Defendant s,

IN THE CIRCUTT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
IN BQUITY. NO. 2503

SN A YR
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L. W. BRANNAN, JR., also known as

Louie W. Brannan, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant,

Vs.

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

PETER KRAUSS, ANNA KRAUSS, PETER

KRANSZ, BALDWIN LAND HOLDING COMPANY

INC., a Corporation, the officers, IN EQUITY
directors and stockholders of Baldwin
Land Helding Company, Inc., a Corpora-
Lion, and BALDWIN COUNTY COLONIZATION

NO. 2503 .
COMPANY, a Corporation, the officers, o
directors and stockholders of the
Baldwin County Colonization Company, a
Corporation,

it b ot ot M st St Wt Rscio? W oot Baes? s ot o St

Respondents .

TO THE HONORABLE TELFAIR J. MASHBURN, JR., JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA , SITTING IN EQUITY:

Your Orator, L. W, Brannan, Jr., who is also known as
Louie W. Brannan, presents this Bill of Complaint against the fol=-
lowing described real property situated in Baldwin Cbunty, Alabama,
to-wit:

Southwest Quarter (SWZ) of Northeast Quarter

(NEZ) of Section Thirteen {13), Township 7

South, Range 5 East, Baldwin County, Alabama,
and against Peter Xrauss, Anna Krauss, Peter Kransz, Baldwin Land
Holding Company, Inc., a_Corporation,_the_officers, directors_énd
stockholders of the Baldwin Land Holding Company, Inc., a Corpora-
tion, and Baldwin County Colonization Company, a Corporation, the
officers, directors and stockholders of the Baldwin County Coloniza-
tion Company, a Corporation, and against the heirs and devisees of

such of the said parties as ray be dead, and against any and all

persons, firms or corporations claiming any title to, interest in,

lien or encumbrance on the said lands, or any part thereof, and

thereupon your Orator complains and shows unto the Court and your
Honor as follows:

1. TYour Orator is over twenty-one years of age and is
a2 resident of Baldwin County, Alzbama.

2. The Respondents, Baldwin Land Holding Company, Inc.,
a Corporation, and Baldwin County Colonization Company, a Corpora-
tion, have no persons in their respective employ or doing business
for either of them in this state. The individuals named above are,
if living, over the age of twenty-one years, but their places of
residence and post office addresses are unknown and cannot be ascer-
tained after diligent effort and inguiry to ascertain the facts

with regard thereto.




3. Your Orator owns the said lands in Baldwin County,
Alabama, namely, Southwest Quarter of Northeast Quarter, Section
13, Township 7 South, Range 5 East, Baldwin County, Alabama, in hisg
own right, absolutely and in fee simple, and is in the actual
peaceable possession of all of the sald property.. TYour Orator,
together with those through whom he claims title to the said lands,
has held color of title thereto, and has been in the acéual, peace—
able, continuous and undisputed possession of 21l of the said
property for more than ten years next preceding the filing of this
Bill of Complaint; no suit is pending to test your Orator?s title
to, interest in, or right to possession of the said lands, or any
part thereof. Wherefore, your Orator files this his verified Bill
of Complaint in the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, in
Equity, the County where the said lands lie, against the said lands
and against any and all persons, claiming any title to, interest inj
lien or encumbrance on the said lands, or any part thereof, to
establish nhis title to the said lands, and to c¢lear up all doubts
and disputes concerning the same.

Lo Your Orator has and claims to have the absolute

fee simple title te all of the said described property. The title s¢

o

held and claimed by your Orator in and through all of the said land
was cbtained from the persons and through the instruments as will
hereinafter appear. Your Orator further shows that the title to all
of the sald lands stands upon the records of the Probate Court of
Baldwin County,“Alabama, the County where the said lands are situate

ol
4

ed, in the name of your Crator, that no persons, {irms or corpora-
tions other than your Orator and those through whom he claims title
to the said lands, have at any time within the ten years next pre-
ceding the filing of this Bill of Complaint paid any taxes upcon the
said lands or any part thereof, or any interest therein, nor has
any other person, firm or corporation other than your Orator, and
those through whom he claims title to the said lands, had any

possession of the sald lands, or anyv nart thereoi, for more than
- > By 2

ten years next preceding the filing of this Bill of Complaint.




5. TYour Orator claims the absolute fee simple title
toe alli of the said lands under, by and through the following in-
struments of writing, all of which are recorded in the Probate
Records of Baldwin County, Alabama, the County where the said Landd
are situated, to-wit:

4. Patent from United States to State of Alabama,
dated 3September 10, 1869, and recorded in Deed

Book 5, at page 219.

B. Deed from State of Alabama, to Robert F. Queal,

C. H. Queal and S. X. Queal, dated February 20,

1872, and recorded in Deed Book "J¥, Page 434.

C. Tax Deed from the 3tate of Alabama to J. A.

Pilgrim, dated April 6, 1938, and recorded in

Deed Book 65, Page 10k.

D. Deed from J. A. Pilgrim and Mary E. Pilgrim,

his wife, to Louie W. Brannan, dated July 23,
1940, and recorded in Deed Book 76, Paze 426.

Your COrator avers that he has made and caused to be
made a dilligent search to ascertain the names, ages and addresses
of all of the parties named herein, who are now deceased, and also
ascertain if anyone is making any claim to the said proéperty, or
any part thereof. These said inguires have continued for more than
three years next preceding the filing of this Bill of Complaint.
Your Orator has examined and has employved an attorney to examine
the records in the office of the Probate Judge, the Tax Collector
and the Tax Assessor of Baldwin County, Alabama, and to ascertain
to whom the records show to have any claim to or encumbrance on the
said property; that he has made and caused a thorough inquiry to
be made in the community where the said lands are situated for the
purpose of ascertaining any claimants to it, or any other informa=-
tion having any bearing on the title to the said property; that
these efforts by your Orator, his agents and attorney have con-—
tinued faithfully and diligently for the long period of time, and
all of the informaticn so secured as to the said heirs, prior owner-
ship and possession of the said property is set out in this Bill of
Complaint.

' PRAYSR FOR PROCESS

Your Crator prays that the lands hereinabove described,

the Respondents named herein and the unknown heirs, devisees, per-




sonal representatives and next of kin of the Respondents named
herein who are dead, and any and all persons, firms or corporationd
claiming any title to, interest in, lien or encumbrance on the said
lands, or any part thereof, be made parties Respondent to this
Bill of Complaint, and be brought into Court by the usual and
Droper »rocess.

PRAYER FCR RELIEF.

Your Orator prays that each and all of the Respondents
named herein, the unknown heirs, devisees, lesgal representatives
and next of kin of such of the Lespondents herein named who are
dead, and any and all persons, firms or corporations who claim
to own the said lands, or any part thereof, or any interest there-
in, or any lien or encumbrance thereon, be reguired to set forth
and specily such claim, title, right, interest, lien or encumbrance
and how and by what instrument the same is derived and created; and

1,

that upon the final hearing of this cause it be Ordered, Adjudged
and Decreed that your Orator, at the time of the filing of this
Bill of Complaint, had the legal title to all of the above de-
scribed lands and that none of the Respondents herein specifically
named, or any other perscen, firm or corporation has any right,
title or interest therein, or any part thereof, or any lien or en-
cumbrance thereon, and that all doubts and disputes concerning the
said property may be cleared up and that your Orator's title %o
the said 1l ands be fully and completely quieted. Your Orator fur-

ther prays for such other, further and general reliefl as he may be

entitled to, the premlses considered.

-/
é;iicitor for Complainant.

STATE OF ALABAMVA,)
b
J
BALDWIN COUNTY. )
Before me, the undersigned authority, within and for

said County in said State, personally appeared J. B. Blackburn,




\L

who, after being by me first duly and legally sworn, deposes and
says: That he is the Solicitor for the Complainant named in the
above entitled cause; that he prepared the foregoing Bill of Com—

plaint, and that the facts stated therein are true.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on

— 14
this the = day of July, 1950.
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”41Noté;y Public, Baldwin County, Alabama.
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