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BETTY JEAY POPE No.
Complainant,
Vs. CIRCUIT CCURT CF
' BALDWIK COUTI;, ATABAMA
ALTON BRYANT POPE,

Respondent, _

Comes ALTON BRYANT PCPE, ReSDondenﬁ in the above styled'
cause, and ;or answer %to the bill of complaint says e denlés
each allegaulon of sane.

uespondent hereby waives notice of demand for o*'a1 exarina-
tion of Compia;ngnu s witnesses; of the issue ofgcomm1551on to
take testimony;}of the time and place set for taﬁing game and of
the right to intréémce evidence in his own behalﬁf He further
agrees that this éause may be subnmitted for finalﬁéécree at any
time on the pleading and Complainant’s evidence as noted by the

Register.

Reéspoddent

Before me, the undersigned ¥otary, personally appeared
Alton Bryant Pope, who is known %o me to be the Respondent above
named and who acknowledged that he executed the foregoing answer
voluntarily with knowledge of its contents.

Witness my hand and officiz eal this the 97- day of
September, 1940, «

Wotary Pub¥ic, Baldwin County, Alabama.







[

CIRCUIT COURT COF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABALL: EQUITY SID
TC
You are hereby notified to appear and plead, answer or demur
within thirty days of the receipt hereof to the Bill of Complaint
filed in this Court at Bay Minette, Alabama, against you as Defendant
by BETTY JZAW POPE, as Complainant.

WITWESS my hand this the day of September, 19%

Register, Cirecuit Court

TO TEE

COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABANMA: IN mQUITY

Corwes BETTY JZ&W PCPZ and Dby this her Bill of Complaint, presented

against ATTON BRYANT POPE, respectfully shows

o
)
03

FIEST: That Complainant is fifteen years g2 and Defendant

twenty~-one years; that both are now and have been 21l of their lives

)

bona fide residents of the State of Llabana.

A

SECOND: Thet Complainant and Defendant were married in the Siate
of Uississippi on June 25, 1949, returning at once %o Hoberitsdal le,
ﬁlabama; where they lived ftogether as man arnd wife for about two weeks
when Complainant was compelled to leave her husband because of his
treatment.

THIRD: That within a few days after the marriage, Complainant
_discovered that the habits and attitude of her husband were such that
she could not contimne to live with him. She then found that he was

a drinking man, being intoxicated the larger

=]

part of the time. His

titude toward her showed no affection and when drinking he was

]
quarrelsome, threatening and dangerocus, and thouzh iz the short time

of their merried 1ife, he struck her only one time, his threats and

attitude when intoxicated gave her reasonable apprehension Lo fear that

-

should she continue to live with him it would be but a question of a

]

short time before his crueliy %o her would endanger her h

D

alth or life;

whereupon she left him and returned to her mother's home, where she has




-2 -

remained since, separate and apart from her husband, to whom she fears
o return because of his intemperate haﬁits and fear oif cruelty when
in a drunken rage.

TEE PREMISES CCNSIDERED, Complainant prays that ALTCE BRYANT POPE
be made party defendant o this cause, and by proper process reguired
to answer %this éill within the time vreseribed by Law.

1

Complainant further prays that upon the hearing of this cause, a
decree be rendered forever divorcing her from saild ALTON BRYANWT POFL,
granting her the right to resume her maiden neame; the right to marry
again should she so desire, and to have such other, further or different

relief zs to equity may seem meet.
Qiity ~ Ry
i

Solicitors for Complainant
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PETTY JEAN POPE,
Complainant

Vs

ALTON BRYANT POPE,

Defendant
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LAW OFFICES

RICKARBY & RICKARBY
FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA

ELLIOTT G RICKARBY E.G RICKARRY, JR.

Sevpterber 8, 194,

“Mrs. fAlice J. Duck, Register,
Bay Minette,
Alabama.
Dear Hrs. Duck:
B POPE VS POPE: With this find Bill in
this case, with check for costs and decrees for

signature and certification. The answer and waiver

. and testimony should be in your hands by Saturday.

Sincerely,
Z7 . égézm,yﬁﬁi;ﬂ 7.
A
for / B
EGR I
Enecs - §
2oL7




'ORAL DEPOSITION BT-1M-12-40

| THE STATE CF ALABAMA Circuit Court of Baldwin County. Alabama.

Baldwin County (In Equity)
BnlTY SmAN POPE COMPLAINANT
Vs,
ATTON BRYAWT POPE RESPONDENT
'} __ GRADY P. GILBERT

asReglster and Commissioner - ? &’@W

" have called and caused to come before me

BETTY _JmAY POPR  and MRS, ATHA MeT.ATH

| withess—28- named in the requirement for Oral Examination, on the—z’:- day of September

| 194-9__ at the office of GRADY P. GTIEERT

in _Robertsdale , Alabama, and having first sworn said witness-23- to speak the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said BETTY JEAN POPE and

MRS, ATHA WeTiTH doth depose and say as follows:

BEITY JEAN POPE

o

. I am the Complainant in this cause and a lifelong resident of
“Robertsdale, Alabama, and fifteen years of age. On Junme 25, 1SH9, I
- Married Alton Bryant Pope, also a resident of Robertsdale, &labama and
twenty~one years of zge. Ve went to Mississippi for the marriage bubt re- -
. turned at once to Robertsdale where we went to ilive with my husband's '
parents in a family of eleven. Our marriage was not a2 success. Affer a
few days my husband commenced drinking, which I did not know pricr to ay
marriage was:his habi%, and was intoxicated a large part of the tine,
some two or three days a week. He became indifferent to me and when
drinking was quarrelsome and threatening. While he only struck me once,
- which he did without cause, he was constantly threafening me while in-
toxicated and I never knew at what moment he might carry his threats in-
to effect and do nme serious injury. After enduring his mistreatment for
two weeks, I left him because of my fear that he would do me serious harm-
and returned to my mother's home where I nave lived since. I have lost
sll affection for him because of his ftreatment and am afraid to go back
and live with him.

P A

o

RS, ATMA HeTATH

I am the mother of Betiy Jean Pope who nas been living with me since
the early vart of July. ©She married &Llton Bryant Pope and although he had
promised to give her a home of her own, ne took her at once to live with -
nis people where her life was unhappy. SHe 1s a drinking man and while I .
never saw him mistreat my daughter, I know from what she told me that he .
has abused and threatened her and that she is afrzid to live with him lest
he should do her serious bodily harm. 4Llthough he persuaded her %o marry
him, since their marriage, he seems to have lost all affection for her and
I know she 1s justified in fearing to return fto live with him.

A "&/Q;mogmeatwv |
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8581; :;NOT'E OF TESTIMO%Y'{ ' 3 ‘ Printed bfr the Baldwin T]’;;;;es. Bay Minené. Ai:ti?'%-mn.

THE STATE OI—" ALABAMA
Berldwm County (

IN EQUITY

Clrcur& Court of Baldwin Coun‘ty

This cause ié submitted in behalf of 'Complaint upon the original Bill of Complaint,
Lpsez ot ‘7,;7/3/.: MZ&U' ﬁ?@ %4 e

and in behalf of Defendant upon R Ry S W sl Pt WL T

Register.
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The State of Alabama, Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

4,
)

, Complainant

S0

i
2

- .This caunse coming on to be heard was snbmitted upon Bill of Complaint, Decree Pro Confesso

on kf and Testimony as noted by the Register, and upon
consideration thereof, the Court is of the opinion that the Complainant is entitled to the relief praved
for in said hill, Y

It is ‘therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimeny here-

tofore existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby, dissolved, and

is  forever divorced from the

thﬁt the said

caid _ ALTCON BRYAWNT PO for and on account of

_ I TS FUBTHER ORDERED that Complaiwmant has the right %o

resume her maiden name

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry
except to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree. and that if appeal is taken within

sixty days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said appeal.

It 15 further ordered that the Complainant and Respondent he, and they are hereby permitted to
again contract marriage upon the pavment of the cost of this suit.

ALTON ZRYAWT POPE

It is further ordered that

e ) . . .
Defendant pay the cost herein to be taxed, for which execution may issue.

This _LGZ-_-D;“;_ day of September

f Jsir

t, In Eq@

Register of the Cireunit

Court of Baldwin County, Alabamez, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said de-
cree is on file and enrolled in my office,

Witnress my hand and seal this the day

Register of Circuit Court, In Equity.
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The State of Alabama
BALDWIN COUNTY

In Civenit Gom‘t, In Equity
ey

BETTY JEAN POPE

Complainant

Vs,

ALTON BRYANT POPE

Respondent

DIVORCGE DECGREE




