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BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA,
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APPEARED: Fer Patltloner Franklin Dudley Sadler

Messrse. R1ckarby & Rlckarby,Attyg.

Fairhope, Alabama

For Opponent, Jacob Hartlay,

Hon. H. M. Halti, Attorney

Bay Minette 5 ﬂ&b&ma

'sworn testifledwas”felloWEa
DIRECT EXAMINATION
Mr. B. G. Rickarby, Jr

‘What is your name?

Franklin Budley Sé&ler. _

Mr. Sadlef, your fester parents were Mr. and Mrs. James
Sadler? Mrs. Sadler was Mrs. Cora H. Sadler? '
Yes sif. | '

¥her did Mr. Sadler die?

In Jdamuary, 1944. '

Yhen did Mrs. Sadler die?

December, 1948. _ (

Where were yeu when Mrs. Sadler died?

I was in Fairhope, Alabama. l

Wﬁera weré you when Mr. Sadler died?

Overseas, in the Army. !

When did you come back from the Army?

December, 1945, |

What was your mother?'s condition when you came back?
She had fallen and broken her hip and was bedridden;
Héw-old are ?ou now?

Thirty—three.

;quadlar be gmfirst duly and legally

‘Budley




ON CROSS EXAMINATION

By Me. Hall | ] o

Q. Mr. Sadler, are you the natural born son of Mr. and Mrs. Sadler? |

L. No sir, adopted. |

Qe You are their adopted son?

A Tes sir. | )

Q. Mr. Sadler, during the time Mrs. Sadler was living, did she give
you money at anytime? '

MR. RICKARBY: We object. That is irrelevant and incompetent and heas
no bearing on the case.. .

THE COURT: Sustain the objection.

MR. HALL: He made a waiver, may it please the Court and waived his
rights.

THE COURT: I withdraw the rule and let him answer. Overrule the
objection.

MR. RICKARBY: We except.

MR. HALL: Q. Did you receive money from Mrs. Sadler after Mr. Sadlerfs
death and after the probate of his will? |

A. No sir. |

Q. TYou did not? TYou receive any property of any kind?

4., Yes sir. | |

Qe Vhat property?

4, Lot on Fells ﬁvenue.

Q. Was that before Mrs. Sadler®s death that you got the deed?

A, Yes sir. | '

Q. Did you receive any other money or benefits?

A, No sir. | _

Qe At the time the church bought some property did you or not receive
some money at that time?

&, No sir. |

Q. TYou didn' receive the initial payment of five thousand dollars?

A, No sir. - |

Q. Was five thousand dollars deposited tec your credis?

4, No sir. |

Qe This lot on Fells Avenue, what type of property was that?




Two deeded lots.

Do you know what the_value of these lots at the time you got them?

RICKARBY: We object. |
COERT:‘ Overrule the objection.
RICKARBY: We excepte.

No sir.

Any improvements on those lots?
Well a fence and flowers. Y _
Socn after Mr. Sadler’s death did you receive notice of his death?

Yes sire.

You signed an answer and waiver, or rather a waiver of notice of the

prebate of the will and the proceedings thereunder? -

I signed some papers. L don't know exactly what they were.

Isn't it a fact that yeﬁ signed the papers before your commanding

officer? | | 7
HIGKERB?: We object, irrelevant, incompetent and immaterial.
COURT: Overrule the objection.

RICKARBY: We excepte.

I signéd some papers before my commanding officer.

Do vou recall his name?

Franeis Kite. '

Do you remember the date you signed it, or about?

Tt was, - No sir. In *LL sometime. |

Subseqment to that ﬁimé did you make any complaint or file any
protest or contest as to Mr. Sadler®s will?

Ko sir. | |

RICKARBY: I remew my cbjection, irrelevant, incompetent and
immaterial. .

COURT: Overrule the objection.
RICKARBY: I except.

Mfs; Sadler was named the sole devisee?
Yes. ’

You knew that?
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Not at that time.

Wher did you find it out?

After I got home. |

When did you get home?

In Becember, 19%45. |

When did Mrs. Sadler die?

December, 19&8.- 7 N

Tou were ét home and had full knowledge of the fact that you were
left out of the will for a period of three years or more, is that
right?

Yes sir.

Puring that time did youw make any claim or file any claim with

Mrs. Sadler against the Estate of James Do Sadler?

No sir. | 4 )

You said nothing until after Mrs. Sadler?’s death?

Re. _ _ i ‘

The first objection you made was here renently wheﬁ this petition
for final settlemgnt was filed?

Yes. | 3

You filed a contest of Mrs. Sadler'’s will?

YTes. ' |

RICKARBY: We object. |

At that time you didn®t raise the question as to your being left
out of Mr. Sadlerts will?

No sir. | |

Subsequent to the time you came back from service in 1945 did you
live in the home with Mrs. Cora Sadler, after you came back?

Yes.

Until your marriage?

Yes. ’

Wien did yvou marry?

In January, 1946.

You were in the home something like a year with her?

Yes.
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During that time she gave you nc money or praperty nor bonds?

No 8ir. ‘

The only property you received from her was the lot on Fells Avenue?
She was holding my own bords im trust and socme money I sent her to |
save for me. |

Holding your own bonds? Did they come from Mr. Sadlert's estate?

ﬁo, they were mine peréonally. | |
Bought with yuur own money?

Yes. | |

Bid you know at the time there that Mrs. Sadler was expending this
money? '

I kneﬁ she bhad it for medical attention.

You didn't know she was spending the assets, the money7

I knew she had it. , |

pid you know the money had been left to her?

Tes. '

And you made no objection to it?

Not at that time. |

The only objection you made was after her death?

Are you interested in her estate, the estate of Mrs. Cora Sadler?

In my share, yes. _
You are interested in Mr. James W. Sadler?s estate you think?
Yes sir, | , |

Take the witness.

ON RE DIRECT EXAMINATION
By Mr. Rlckarby '

Q.

Did Mr. or Mrs. Sadler make any promises to you prior te Mr.

Sadler's death regardlng the lot you got?

MR. HALL: I object.

THE COURT: Sustain the objectiom.

Q.

A.

When did Mrs. Sadler first say anything to you about deeding the
lot to you? |

She wrote mé while I was overseas and said they had bought one
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with the idea of beautifying it to turn over to me when I got
heome. |
And she turned it over to you in accordance with the previous
arrangement?
Yes, '

What was Mrs. Sadlert's cordition when you came home from the service?

HALL: I object. It s irrelevant, incompetent, illegal and immaterial.

COURT: Let him aﬁsﬁer it.
HALL: Iuexcept. 7
She had fallen and broken her hip and was bedridden.

No further guestion.

RICKARBY: We wart to offer in evidence petition which shows it
was signed by Mrs. Cora 3adler relative to the adoption of Frank
Dudley Dines, filed in the Probate Court in Adoption Bock 1, page
31, and also gigned by James Dudley Sadler, and ask that it be
marked Exhibit PAT,

HALL: He of ffered the petition. I want to ebject to the petition
being offered in evidence. It is. immaterial, illegal and irrelevant
and second it has not nor does not purport to show that he was
adopted as required by law. There is no jurat attached as required
by law. I object to the introduction of the petltlan on the further
ground that it does net set out the requirements of law,

COURT: Let me see it. Doesthis court require acknowledgments?
HALL: Will wyom withhold'your ruling until he has finished?

RICKARBY: I offer in evidence the statement of Frank D. Dines
signed on the llth day of Jamuary, 1939, consenting to the
adoption.

HALL: I want to object te the introduction of the statement. It
is immaterial, irrelevant and illegal.

RICKARBY: I offer in evidence order signed by G. W. Robertson,
Judge of Probate, finding that the said Franklin Dudley Dines is
a suitable child for adoption. ‘ .

COURT: Is there a notice tec the Welfare Department?
RICKARBY: No sir. |

RICKARBY: We introduce the order signed by G. W. Robertson, Judge
of Probate for the Final Decree dated the 1llth day of January, 1940,
in the matter of the adoption of Franklim Dudley Dines.

RICKARBY: We want to offer in evidence certified copy of Decree
of Adoption of Frark Sadler which was recorded in Book 1, page 3%&
of the Probate Records of Baldwin Couwnty.

HALL: May it please the Court, I want to object to the intreduction
to.that for this reascn. 3deation is strictly statutory and is_in
dercgation of common law. There are no indulgences in the legality
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of the adoption procedurs. The law reguires strict constructicn
of the statute. There is nething in the certificate of adoption
to show any of the laws are complied with and for that reason

it is irrelevant, illegal, irncompetent and immaterial.

COURT: Overrule the objection and let it in the record.
HALL: I excepte.

RICKARBY: I ask that it be introduced and marked Exhibit ®B%,

I ask that the agreement to adoption signed by Franklin Dudley
Dines dated the l1lth day of January, 1939 be introduced in
evidence and marked Exhibit ®"C%.. I ask that the interlecutory
decree of the Probate Court dated the 1lth day of January, 1939
be marked for idemtification as Exhibit ©D®™ and I ask that the
Final Decree of Adoption signed by Judge.Robertson on the 1lth
day of January, 1940, be identified by being marked Exhibit =@,

HALL: I renew my objections heretofore interposed to the introduct~
ion of these wvarious instruments.

COURT: Overrule the objeétion.
HALL: I except.

Mr. Clayton Baldwin, after having first been duly
sworn, testified as follows:

ON DIRECT EXAMINATION
By Mr. E. G. Rickarby, Sr

Qo
A.
Qe

Qe

A,

Mr. Baldwin, you were acquainted with Mrs. Sadler, were you?
Yes. —

Do you remember about when she had an accident and fell and broke
her hip? _

HALL: f object. Immaterial, irrelevant and incompetent.

COURT: Don't you think ﬁou sheuld identify vour witness?
RICKARBY: Q. Mr. Baldwin, what is your commection with Ehe
estate of James D. Sadler?

HALL: I object.. The Letﬁérs would be the best evidence..

COURT: Overrule the objection.

HALL: I except.

I was aﬁpsinted administrator of the estate.

Is that the papers, certified copy of Letters of Administration?
I believe it is. h |

RICKARBY: We offer certified copy of Letters of Administatiocn
in evidence as Exhibit ¥F¥w, : _

On January 8th did, - when these were granted te you, did you
go into - proceed %o lock inte the estate?

I did.
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What did you find first? _

HALL: I object to this gentleman's testimony. He is the ad-
ministrator and that shows he has a pecuniary interest in the
estate and his testimony is not admissible.

COURT: Overrule the objection.

HALL: I excepte.

Mr."Balﬁwin, why was it you were unable tc make an exact statement

of what vou had received?

"HALL: I object. It's immaterial and calls for a conclusion of the

witness.

% COURT: Overrule the objection.

HALL: I gxcepte.
Whéﬁ waé Mrs. Sadler'®s condition?

HALL: I object. Irrelevant, incompetent and illegal. Calls for
a conclusion of the witness.

COURT: Overrule the 6Ejection.

HALL: I except. Do you mean finmancizal or physical?

BICKARBY: Physical. |

Bid‘yoﬁ know about the injury?

Yes. You asked me that.

Bid fou find out from any, - what steps did you take to find cut
what assets were in Mr, Sadler's estate?

I ingquired at the banks as te¢ deposiﬁs in the bank and most of the
information I got was from Mrs. Sadler?s atiocrney.

What assets of that estate have you foﬁnd as existing and come into
your hands?

Only stock; Only thing I received or come intc my hands, one share
of stock. I believe it?s laying on the table in that envelope,
five shares of stock, dividend check for $7.50, three or four bills,
bond premiums on the bond haven't been p&ié, all I received. 411
other information I got was from Mr. Rickarby, the attorney for
Mrs., Sadler. | _

HALL: I object to hearsay, may it please the Court.

COURT: That's right.

¥hat assets &id you find that should have come intc Mrs. Sadler’®s

hands as administrator of the J. D. Sadler estate?
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MR. HALL: I object. Irrelevant and incompetent and is based on
hearsay evidence. .
THE COURT: Sustain the objection,
MR. RICKARBY: We want, if you remember, we brought into court an
inventory by J. E. Gooden, — filed inventory as administrator
ad colligendum, that practically all the assets, - with the
belief that was Mrs. Sadler’s. We want tc show that Mr. Sadler -
THE COURT: Could somebody know? He said he didn't know.
Q. Mr. Baldwin, what are the assets of the J. D. Sadler estate?
A. So far as I know, list furnished here, I don'™ know how I would
be able to find out unless I get the informaﬁion from somebody WO
did knew. This informationlfurnished, all the letters here, which
I presume are in evidence, I don't know the technicalities of
) handling court.
G Mr. Baldwin, this paper is that item one?

ME. HALL: I cbject, may it please the Court. There is neo identifi-
cation of the letters as to that. TYou can offer it.

MR. RICKARBY: We offer in evidence, with the grivilege of withdrawing
for safekeeping U. S. Savings Bond No. (326898SL3E for $25.00

dated December 1943, in favor of James D. Sadler, Series E.

(Bond identified as Exhibit “G“/Qy Reporger and withdrawn this

date by Mr. E. G. Rickarby, Sre/ 0, 4 4. D7 Fu .’ ,
Court Reporter). ~

MR. RICKARBY: We offer in evidence letter from 0ld Zmerican Insurance
Company addressed to the writer, to me (reading letter to the
Court). (Letter attached and identified as Bxhibit m"gw by
Reporter).. Lo

MR. BALL: I“object to the intreduction of the letter. It is
irrelevant, incompetent, cne copy addressed to Mr. Rickarby as
attorney. It is not identified.

THE COURT: Let it in.

MR. HALL: I"except.

ME. RICKARBY: We offer in evidence ten shares of Cooper Bessemer stock,
Certificate No. CC59, for ten shares dated June 26, 1930, to J. D.
Sadler; Certificate No. 26912 for one hundred shares of the Creocle
Petroleum Corporation in the name of James D. Sadler dated May 14,
1940. (The above certificates were withdrawn after being identified

as Exhibits ¥I® and ®J", by Reporter. They were withdrawn by
Mr. E. G. Rickarby, Sr.).

MR. HALL: I have no objectien to the certificates if they came into
Mr. Baldwin®s hands and were made out to James D. Sadler or his
Estate being offered in evidence. : .

Q. Mr. Baldwin, have you gottem any dividend checks?

A. Yes sir. I got dividend check right there (indiecating) and
dividend check for $7.50 came on September SOth, of this year,

steck came, I got it along in June and this check here to pay
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dividend on this stock and some other share of steck over here,
fifty cents a share.

RICKARBY: We would like to offer in evidence here two letters from
the Creele Petroleum Corporation reciting dividends paid to James
D. Sadler during the period down te March 10, 1945. :

HALL: We cbject tothe introduction of the letters, may it please _
the Court. They are immaterial, irrelevant, illegal and incompetent,
letters from a corporation trust company addressed to Messrs.
Rickarby and Rickarby.

COURT: Overrule the objection. I will let them in. (Said letters
have been identified as Exhibits "K¥ and "L". .

HALL: I except. There is nothing‘éo sho%jéhey were received by
Mrs. Sadler. .

Mr. Baldwin, when you were asked %o take over the administration of
his estate what efferts were made by you to ascertain what the

the estate would consist?

Well, I left that pretty ﬁuch to the attorney to get the information.
Stacks; bonds, one thing and another in the estate, or shﬁuld be
in the estate, or might be in the estate, and some various letters,
stocks themselves arrived at what we thought the estate was worth,
might or might not be absolutely correct.

You saw the letﬁersswritten for this information and the answers
that came back?

That*s right. |

This.statement made up and submitted to you was based there and
your statement in that?

HALL: I object to thaﬁ question.

COURT: Overrule the objection.

HALL: I except.

Mr.”Bal&wih, this statement, this statement there, what is that?

HALL: I object to the question. The statement is the best proof,
the best evidence if you are talking about figures.

COURT: Overrule the objection.

HALL: I except. |

That®s a list of the assets as near as I could get it from the
letters and information we got inquiring concerning stocks and
bonds might have been, together with the invensory furnished by Mr.

Gooden on household egquipment, all included in it here.




4,

Qe

Qe

ME.

T
L=

-l

HALL: I move To exclﬁde his answar.
COURT: Deny the motion.

HALL#_ Inexcept.

Is that statement correct, Mr. Baldwin?

To the best of my knowledge.

‘HALL: I oBect.

COURT: T will let the evidence in.

BALL: I except.

M?;”Balﬁwin, the remainder of the assets in the hands of Mr. Gooden-
HALL: I object to that.

Mr. Baldwin, how long have you known the Sadlers? )
Ever since they have lived in Fairhope, tﬁenty—fi%e vears I guess.

In that time you, - which member of the family made the living?

HALL: T object, immaterial, incompstent and illegal and calls for
a conclusion of the witness.

GOURT: Owverrule the objection.
HALL: I except.
Mr;'Saéier.

Mrs. Sadler was housekeeper and he was the money maker?

HALL: I object, calls for a conclusion of the witness.

COURT: Overrule the cbjecticn.

HALL: I except.

Yes. _

Mr. Baldwin, as far as you know of the family did the Sadlers have

any children?

One boy as I ﬁnderstood, Frank, was their bey. Mr. and Mrs.
Sadler and Frank. ”

And during the twenty-odd years you knew them he was their oﬁly
child insofar as you knew or heard of?

That's right. _ |

Mr. Sadler (Baldwin) about this eleven thousand nine hundred and
seventy-three dollars and seventy-two cents that Mr. Bishop gave
you & memorandum c¢f in the bank, that was what?

HALL: i object to the question as to that, letter came from Bishop.
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Mr. Baldwin, have any expenses of this administration been paid by

y@u?“

Ne éﬁr» _

HELL: I object, irrelevant, immaterial and incompetent.
COURT: <0verrule the ebjection.

HALL: I except.

Have you any money to pay it with?

No sir. |

HALL: Renew my objection.

COURT 3 Overrule the objection.

HALL; I except.

Whén y@ﬁ were pamed as such administrator, did you have to give bond?
I did. |
In what amount?

Ten thousand ddilars.

Has the premium been paid?

It has not. ' —

And the amount of that is?

Sixty dollars. !

Mr. Baldwin, these letters here, you went through here, that letter
handed to you by counsel, did you check upon this account?

That's right. |
RICKARBY: We offer in evidence here letter from the American
Insurance Company, letter from Cooper Bessemer Company as to

the value of that stock and ask that it be identified.

HALL: I object to the letter, it is immaterial, irrelevant and
says nothing.

COURT: Sustain the objection.

RICKARBY: We offer in evidence letter from the secretary of the
Crecle Petroleum Company, together with one from Cleveland Trust
Company as to - and offer my letter of May 18th in answer, May 20th
to Cleveland Trust Company. |

HALL: I objeét, immaterial, irrelevant and incompetent.

COURT: Sustain the objection. ‘

RICKARBY: We offer in evidence two letters from the Crecle
Petroleum Corporation (reading letters).

HALL: I object. That-is immaterial, irrelevant and illegal.
COURT: vaerrule the ocbjection.

HALL: I except.

GOURT: I will let those two in. Jjg v &~
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MR. RICKARBY: If Your Homor please, we offer in evidence photostatic
copy of check- we offer first, letter from Cleveland Trust Company
{reading letter) and copy of letter (reads copy) — Now, with those
two we offer photostatic copy of check with Mrs. Sadler’'s
indorsement. m'w'¥or -

MR. HALL: T object. It is immaterial, incompetent, illegal. It is

not.an instrument the law requires to be recorded and is not self-
proving. Photostatic copy is not self-proving. They have to
offer certificate from an officer of the bank.

THE COURT: I will let it in.

MR. HALL: I except.

MR. HALL: I want to object to the introduction of the letter. It is
irrelevant, immaterial and incompetent. _

THE COURT: Overrule the objection.

MR. HALL: I except. I want tc object on the further ground that the
letter and the photostatic copy of the check have not been identi-
fied.

THE CQURT: Overrule the ojjection.

MR, HALL; I except.

THE COURT: To witness: Were you familiar with Mrs. Sadler®s signature
in her lifetime? :

A, I believe I wouid recognize it. It has been somelime-
THE COURT: Is this indorsement Mrs. Sadler?®s handwriting?
a. I believé_it is. I would.swear o that. |
THE COURT: TYou were postmaster during how many years during her lifetime?
L. I went in in 1934 and she died in 1948. I have seen it probably |
fifty or a hundred times. I would say it is.
MR. RICKARBY: Mr. Baldwin, that bond vou spoke of for sixty dollars,
is that correct and due? | ‘
A. I don't know a thing abaut the bond. 411 I know is about the bill
(handing bill tc attorney).
Q. These acccunts have been proved to you, made up by evidence, work
. done by the lawyers in the case?
MR, HALL: I object. It is for the‘Court to decide. How does he know
?gz?theﬂsum of thirty-~five hundred dollars is a reasonable attorneyfs
THE CGUﬁT: Sustain the objection.

MR. RICKARBY: I will ask the Court to indulge me in making proof of
attorneys? fee and we offer the bill for the bond premium.

Take the witness.

ON CROSS EXAMINATION
By Mr, Hall

Qe Mr.‘Baldwin5 in your statement from the U. S. Savings bornd, whose
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name was that in?

T believe J. D. Sadler's.

What other assets did ?ou find when you tock over the estate?
Found these (handing attorney papers). |
These are the only things that came into your possession, &
Savings Bond for $25.00, ten shares of Cooper-Bessemer Corporation
stock and One Hundred Shares of Creole Petroleum Corporation Stock
and Five Shares of Cooper Bessemer Corporation, that was all that
came into your hands as Specizl Administrater of. James D. Sadler
estate? . |

e

T,at®s right.

Eowg.you have U. S. bonds for fifteen hundred dollars, did you
receive those?

No sir. '

You have two hundred twenty-seven shares of National Refining
Company, ot two hundred ninety-nine, did you receive those?

No sir. _ |
Dividends on two hundred twenty-seven shares, $1021.50, did you
receive that?

No sir. | ,

Dig you taéke into possession household furniture and equipment
Eelonging to the estate? )

Ne sir. |

Did you receive %6.§1, I believeit was?

$7.50. |

You got a check for $6.91°2

No, I didn®: get that. |

You dontt know anything about these other things on the statement
shown? \The informatidn was gotten from various sources?
Through the attorney. | ‘

You haven® seen the stock?

Ne sir. | J

Know whose name the stock is in?

No sir. ’

Know whether or nct the stock belonged te James D, Sadler?

No sire.
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Know-wﬁether or not the stock was payable to James D, Sadler or
Cora H. Sadler or the survivor of them?

No. |

You have seen Mr. Sadler's will, haven't you?

o , . .

You have seen it?

Ne. ’

Do you know of your own personal knéwledge whether Mr. Sadler had
émy money in the bank? |

Ne, I don't. | | _ -

Do ybu knéw whether or not Mrs. Sadler carried an account in the
bank in her own name?

It was a joint accouﬁt¢

With whom?

Mr. Sadlef.

Do you know whose moﬁey it was of vour own personal knowledge?
Yes. It was his. |
Came into the account from him, deposited by him?

Yes, through him. '

Bo you know by what means the bonds, cash, check or what it was,
when it was deposited?

I don'™ know the indiﬁidual items. _

KEOW'ﬁhether or not Mr. Sadler, during his lifetime, transferred
the stock to Mrs. Cora H. Sadler?

No, I don't.

For all y&u know, all this stock in the name of James D. Sadler
was transferred to Cora H. Sadler before his death?

I don't knowe.

Do you know whether or not as a matter of fact, of your own persocnal

knowledge, whether James D. Sadler had any stock at the time of his

death other than the few shares you get there?

I & n't know. '

Mr. Béldwin, you are the Special Administrator of the Estate of
James D. Sadler?

Right.
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Q. And as such you are entitled to commission?

A, 1 presume s0. | '

Qe You are pecuniarily interested in the outcome of this c&ée?

MR. RICKARBY: We object. '

THE COURT: Overrule the objection.

MR. RICKARBY: We except.

Q. You are?

A. TYes, I would be. Sure.

MR. HALL: I want to make a motion to exclude all the testimony of
Mr..Baldwin, as it is shown by him individually that he is
pecuniarily interested in the outcome of this estate and that

any testimony he gives is opposed to the interest of the estatee.

THE COURT: Deny the motion.
MR. HALL: I except.

Take the witness.

CN RE DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Rickarby o |

MR. RICKARBY: If your Honor please, we would like to introduce copy
certified copy of Mr. James D. Sadler®s will and if Tour Honor
please, I would apclegize for overlocking, it was not known to me,
certificate of stock Frank showed me, in the Lakewood Masonic
Temple, Lakewood, Ohic.

THE COURE: I wili let you introduce it. } 4

MR. RICKARBY: We offer as part of the assets of James D. Sadler's
estate Certificate No. 1100 for four shares of the Lakewood
Masoenic Temple Association, and if your Honor please, I would
iike to offer letter saying it is worth four dollars a share.

MR. HALL: I object to the letter.

THE COURT: Sustain the objection to the letter.

~ That's all

Mr. Sadler being recalled to the stand
testified as follows:

ON RE DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Rickardy

Q. What is vour name?

A, Fraok Dudley Sadler. |

Q. 4ire you the adopted son of Mr. and Mrs. Cora H. Sadler?
MR. HALL: I object. It is not in rebuttal, | |
MR. RICKARBY: I withdraw the question.




THE

Mr. Sadler, did you receive this check?
Yes, I did.

RICKARBY: T would like to offer in evidence check on the Crecle
Petroleum Company in the sum of ‘Seventy-five Dollars drawn March
16, 1949 and payable to James D. Sadier. We offer this check in
evidence to substantiate the statements regarding the share of
Stock in the Creole Petroleum Company.

HALL: I object. Ittg incempetent, irrelevant and illegal,
COURT: ~0verrule the objection.

HALL: I except. I object on the further ground that it is
identified by Frank D. Sadler, whose has an adverse interest, and
on the further ground that it hasn®™ been cashed and does net
constitute ene of the items in litigation here today.

COURT: Overrule the objectiocn.

BALL: I except.

Mr;”Sa&ier, during your lifetime who made the money in the Sadler

‘househeld?

HALL: T object, immaterial, irrelevant and incompetent. Mr,
Sadler is adversely interested,

COURT: Overrule the objecticn.

HALL&_ I except.

Mr. James D. Sadler.

Did Mrs. Sadier perform any work or earn any money? .
HALL: Renew my objection. Mr, Sadler is adverse1§ interested.
COURT; Cverrule the cbjection.

HALL: I except. |

No sir, she didn't.

Bid she have any.money bedides that? 7

ﬁALL: I object. Irrelevant, incomﬁetent and immaterial.

COURT 'Overrule she cebjection,

HALL: I except.

Not o my knowledge.

Had she inheritegd any money from anycne except her hushand?
HALL: Same objection. |
COURT: Overrule the objection.

HALL: I except.

No. |
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Mr. J. E. Gooden, having been first duly and
Imgally sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Rickarby

Qo
A.
Q.

Q.
A,

Qe

THE
MR.
. N
Q.
MR.
THE

THE
MR.
A,

What is your name?

J« E. Gooden. ‘

Have you any official connection with either the estate of Mr.
or Mrs. Sadler?

I was appainteé administrator ad colligendunm.

of whose estate?

Mrs. .Sadler?s. | |
As administfator ad colligendum did you see and take inﬁo your
possession fifteen hundred dollars of U. S. bonds?

HALL: I object, incompetent, irrelevant and immaﬁerial.
COURT: Overrule the objection.

HALL: I except.

Yes. |

How did you get these bonds? 7

&HALL: I object as ¢ how-hé got the bonds.

COURT: Overrule the objection.

HALL: I except.

Frank took us inte the box and we found them in the box.
What box?

HALL: I Ebject, calls for conclusion of the witness.
COURT: Overrule the objection.

HALL: I except.

Box Frank had a key to, I don’ know.

Cracker box? " |

Lock box at ﬁhe bank, safely deposit box.

Those bonds were turned over to you by Mr. Sadler?

Yes sir. |

Bo you remember when those bonds were purchased, the date they -

- HALL: T object. Incompetent, irrelevant and immaterial, hearsay

testimony. _
COURT: Overrule the objection.
HALL: T except.

I can?t remember anyway.
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MR. RICEARBY: I withdraw the questinn.

Qe Did you try to find out who they belonged to’

A. Wrote two or three letters.

Q. Did you find out that they belonged to Mrs. Sadler?

A. Wo. | ' (

ON CROSS EZAMINATION

By Mr. Hall

Q. Mr. Gooden, you are a real estate man?

A, Yes. _ '

Q. How long have you been busy in that profession?

L. Twelve or thirteen years. |

Q. You know the values of properties in Fairhope?

L. TFairly good. | ' |

Q. You know the market value of the Frank D. Sadler lot it was said
Mrs. Cora Sadler deeded to him, ydu know where it is?

A Tes. |

Q. What would be the reasonable market value of that lot?

A. Well, I can® give you the exaect value. |

Qe In youf besﬁ Judgment?

A. Lot along there wouldlsell for a thousand dollars.

Q. TYou say the lock box was in the bank, Mr. Gooden?

4. Bank of Fairhope. '

Q. Frank had the key°

4. Yes. _

Q. You know whether Frank would take out from that box from time to
time, stocks or other securities?

4. No. ‘

Q. EKnow how long he had access to that box?

A. No. ’

Q. Xnow whether Mrs. Cora H. Sadler ever had a key?

A, T don't know.

Q. Do you know to whom the bonds belonged?

A. No, I don't. '
That s ali.

MR. HALL; I wish to introduce in evidence original order or decree of
the-Probate Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, dated May 12, 1944

and of record in the Probate Minutes Book M at rages !~8 admlttlng
to probate the Last Will and Testament of James E Sadler, deceased,
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as Exhibit "1%, I offer in evidence original waiver in the

matter of the Estate of James Dudley Sadler, Deceased, executed

by Frank D. Sadler and sworn to on February 19, 1944 before

Franeis E. Kite, Captain, and which appears ¢f recerd in the
office of the Probate Judge, filed in the office of the Probate

man,

Judge of Baldwin County, Alabama, on May 12, 1944, as Exhibit

1 hereby certify that the above and foregoing is z true

and correct'ccpy of the tramscript of the evidence as taken and

vranscribed by me on this date.

This 11tk day of October, 19149,

=g

b 7l g
C{,' b SN %,’f»d—dz—f )'\-/

Court RHeporter

Original filed with Mrs. Alice J. Duck, Registerceecesees$5.20
Copy %o Messrs. Rickarby & RickarbhysecasesccssoocconsseesBh 50
Cepy to Hono HQ M. Ha}-looe.o-.ooc.aooeaoooouoo@oeoaooooeo-2.60

Total.O.......G..090‘.0..0.0#}100&0




STATE OF ALABAMA,

Baldwin County. |~ PROBATE COURT

L W. R. STUART, Judge of the Probate Court in and for said State and County, héreby; certify -

that the within and foregoing M—V éa_‘:_—é/ _ /ﬁ/cc.-m F 5[ -
/7 i
contain a full, true and complete copy of the K/ /M&W

<

&

as the same appears of record in my office in . Z

Book No.
Page ) /7‘[

.. AN
Given under my hand and seal of office, this / / = da\ of. / e

M&;wé

Judge of Probate.

19457
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Che
@leueland
Trunt Company

Cora H. Sadler, Zxecutrix April 1%, 1949
Under the Wiili of 4. D. &
Fairhooe, Alabama

K] weE ENCLOSE-CHECK
0 WE CREDITED YOUR ACCOUNT

IN PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

ining Company call
hare {105 per share
ate azgregating 926

2895 | The @leveland Trust Company

CORPORATE TRUST DEPARTMENT

20 25M 3=48

/Gt Bondin




| -'Cbe Cleveland Trust Company

CLEVELAND |,OHIO

CORPORATE TRUST DEPARTMENT ' Lpril 18, 1949

Rickarby & Rickard e
- Attention Mr. Elliott G. Eickerby
Fairhope, Alabama

Gentlemen:

Ls requested in your letuer of April &, 1849,
‘'we enclose photostatic copy of check for
429,737 issued to Cora H. Sadler, Executri
under the will of J. D. Sadler, representing
the redemption price of 227 shares prior pre-
ferred stock of The Natiomal Refining Company
with copy of transmittal advice.

Plezse forward us your check for £1.00 to re-
imburse us for iime and expense in preparing
o s

ol
ytic copy of the check.

Very truly yours

b






