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WILLIE GRAY JOHNSONW, . EQUITY
Complainant '
CIRQUIT COURT OF .
Ve. _
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
DCBIS JORNSON,
Respondent

DEPOSITIONS OF WILLIE GRAY JCHESOH and ALICE JACKRON,
WITNESEES FOR COMPLAINANT

The said witnesses,-being duly sWworn upon examination by
Solicitor for Complainant, testified es follows:

WILLIE GRAY JOHNSON

I em the Complainsnt in th;b cauge and on August 31, 1935
was merried to Doris Johnson at Bay Minette and lived trgether
with him until the middle of June 1944 in Baldwin County when
we separated, We ars both over the age of twenty-one years and
1ife long residenits of Baldwin Counby.

Although we have four children and got along fairly well
for a long time in late monthe his attitude has ohsnged and he
has been unraasaﬁable and cruel, He has repeateély gtruck me
=nd beaten me but I put up with this up fo Juns 15th laet, when
he attacked me and cut me with a knife Severely in the bsck.
Bince then I left hiwm and have not gone back to him as I feel
to do so would endanger my life.

We have four children; Doris, Jr., aged 7 years, K. (.
aged 5, Frances Carrell, aged 4, and +he baby, Dorathy &arle
7 months 0ld. The older three of these children are still with
wy husband's perents at Bay Minette and I have the baby with me.
¥y husband has agreed ﬁo let me have the custody of all the
children for one year; after which if we cannot agree about the
dispossl of them the mﬁtt r 1g to be decided by this Court.
He has slsc agreed to pay $15 Q0 per month for their support to
his mother who will use it in buying the things that I tell her
are needed for the children. He also agreed that should he be
called into the Army his allotment and sllowsnce for the children
should be paid to his mother 16, be applied for their use under
my directions,

ALICE JACQESQON

I am & resident of Feirhope, Alabauma, and have known Willie
Gray Johnson for about eight years I knew her before she was
married and have kept in touch with her ever since, Uprte .&he
time they parfed she and her husband lived about s mile away
from mé snd I heve been quite intimate with them. I have re.
peatedly heard him fussing and quarreling with her apparently
without cause. About the middle of June I saw Willie Gray who
showed me a2 serious cut made by & knife across her back which
she %0ld me had besn given her by her husband. &he came:sto my
house from hers and was bleeding from this culb., 8he told me
that she had stood his trestment as long as she could and was now
leaving nim and since that time she has lived apsxrt from him.
In my opinion if she went back to live with him he would do her
gerious harm for he is hot teapered and guarrslsome,.

£2&§:<1Q ‘Ec




I, Hery ¥. Thowmson, acting ae Comnissioner
by mgreement of parties hereby certify that in the case
of Willie Gray Johnson versus Doris Johnson, pending in -
the Equity side of the Circult Court of Baldwin County,
I caused Willile Gray Johnson and Allice Jackeon, witnesses
for the Complainant, to zppear before me at my office in
the Bank Building, Fesirhope, Alabama, where, after being
duly sworn wpon exsumination by the Seliciior for the
Cowplainant, they Testified as 1s asbove written and
their testimony, after being reduced to writing, was
read over and signed by them.

, I further certify that I am neither of counsel
nor of kin to either party of the cause or in snywise
interested in the result thereof.

In witness thezxeof, I hereto set my hand and
seal ap Commissioner this the lzth day of Ssptenmber 1844,
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WILLIE GRAY JOHNSON, EQUITY.

Compladnint, :
SIRCUIT COURT OF
Vs _ BALDWIR COUNTY, ALABAMA.
DORIS JOHNSON,
Respondent.

caﬁes_ﬁeris Johnson, Respondent in the above styled cause
and fer énswer to the Bill of Complaint says he denies eaeh_ma-
terial allegation of same. -
Respondent hereby waives sarvice and netice of demand for
eral examinaticn of Complainantls witnesses; of the comm1ssicn to
take testimeny, of the time and place set fer t&king game and of
the right te introduce evidence in his own behalf. He further agrees
that this cause may be submitted for final decrse at any time on

the pleading and Complainant's evidemce as noted by the Register.
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Respoﬁﬂénﬁtg’

BEFORE M®, the undersigned Notary, peesonally appeared
this day Doris Johnson who ascknowledged that he executed the
foregoing answer voluntarily with knowledge of its contents.

Witness my hand and official seal this the 22nd day of
August, 1944.

Kotary Public, EBaldwin Co ty,
. - Alabama,



7O THE HONORABLE F. ¥. HARE, JUDGZE OF THE QIRCUIT QOURT
| OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA: IN EQUITY.

Comes WILLIE GRAY JOHNEON, and'by thie her Bill of Complaint,
vresented sgainst DORIE JOHNSON, respectfully shows:

FIRET: That Complainant and Defendant are both over the age
of twenty-one years and have been all of their lives, bona fide
residents of Baldwin County.

SECOND: That Comvlainant and Defendant were married on
Auguet 31, 1935 at Bay Minette, and have lived together sinée
in this County until the widdle of June, 1944, when they parted
beoause of his trestment of her. ) |

THIRD: . For number of months past, the attitude of Defendant
teward.ﬁomplainant has been unreamsonable and cruel. He has re-~
pestedly struck and beaten her, which she endured up to June 15th.
last when Defendant attacked her and . cut her severely in the back,
Whereupon,'she has left him and has lived separate and apart with—
out resumption of marital relstione, fearing for her life should
she continue to live with him.

FOQURTH: That four children were born to this marriage, the |
oldest sbout twelve snd ithe youngest, a deaughter, a nursing infaht
but s few months of age, who now lives with Complainant. The three
older children since the separation being with the father‘s T
lations.

THE PREMIBSES GOﬂSIDﬁRED, Complainant prays that Doris Johnson
be made party Defendanﬁ 0 the cause, and by pProper process ree
.quired to anewer this Bill within the time requifed‘by Law.,

Complainant further pfays that upon the hearing of this cause
a decree be rendered forever divorcing her from Said Doris Johnson,
grenting her the right to marry agsin should she so desire, the
custody of the children of the marriage, and such other, further

or different relief as to equity may Seem meet.

golicitor for Complainant.



DIVORCE DECREE l 7 ’ HMoore Printing' Co,, Bay Minetée. Ala,

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, BALDWIN COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT IN EQUITY '

WILLIE GRAY JOHNESEON  Complainant
V3.

DORIS JOHUSOUN  Respondent
This cause coming on to be heard was submitted upon Bill of Complaint, IREEERRIEHTEIK

. . Wy 3 . ‘ )
oy Answer and Waivex and Testimony as noted by the Register, and upon

consideration thereof, the Court is of the gpinion that the Complamaut is entitled to thé relief prayed
for in said bill.

It is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony here-

tofore existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby, dissolved,

WILLIE GRAY JOHNSON
DORI% « CHNSOHN

and that the said

is forever divorced from the said

for and on account of —__ wruelty

It is further ordered that the Court rescrve gontrol of

this case for dispgéiticn a8 To the custody and supportd

0f the four children of the marriages Doris, Jr., X.0.,

Frances Carroll and Dorothy Marie; a8 may ssem o the

beet intereste of said children from time to tine,

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry
except to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree,and that if appeal is taken within
sixty days, neither party shall again matry except to each other during the pendency of said appeal.

It is further ordered that the Complainant and Respondent be, and they are hereby permitted
to again contract marriage upon the payment of the cost of this snit,

It is further ordered that- DORIS JOHNSCON

the Respondent pay the cost herein to be taxed, for which execution may issue.

This ff ﬁ day of __QCEOber 1945

7 N LY L
LJudge éﬁgmt Court, in Equaifty.

I, "BOBERT &, DUCK § , Register of the Circuit

Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said
decree is on file and enrolled in my office !

Witness my hand and seal this the ‘ : day

of Ootober 1945

" Register of Circuit Court, in Equity
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The State of Alabama

BALDWIN COUNTY

IN CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

WILLIE GRAY JOHNSON

V&, Cc.BEmmnmuﬂ

DORIE JOENGSON

Respondent -

DIVORCE DECREE

A

Filed this day of

Detoher L1945

Register
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LAW OFFICES

FELLIOTT G. RICKARBY
FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA

October 3, 1945.

¥r. Robert 8. Duck
Register

Bay Minetite, Alsbama
Dear Bob:- )

§ILLIE GRAY JOHNSOK vs DCRIS JOHFSON, 1188
iy files chow that Bill, Answer znd Gdsts were
sent you in August of last year, snd the testvimony
on September 13%th, with & request that this be
held vpending sgreement as to alimony.énd custody
of the chil&ren, that would be furnished later.
This last Was not done as the Defendant failed
t0 keep his word, s¢ I am now asking you t@.

submit with the enclosed decree; Which zs you

see permits the courts to retain custody of the

cass for the dispesition of the children and

their suppord.
You may remenber that I called to your
attention that the Complainant has 2 manls first

name and the Defendant g woman's first naume,

Sincerely,

TN
EGRicam

2108



8581 NOTE OF TESTIMONY ' Printed by The Balqwin Times, Bs_t,y Minette.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
: ‘ S.

Baldwin County

IN EQUITY
Circuit Court of Baldwin County

This cause 13 submltted in behalf 0 mplalnt upon the original Bill of Complamt

!"‘

B//\,,o,m, wi W«J el (mxblfu%

and in behalf of Defendant upon

W\'

Register.



THE STATE OF ALABAMA

Baldwin County

IN EQUITY

Circuit Court of Baldwin County

 NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Filed in Open Court this ’éiv_’l o

(e SR -

T

" “Register.

Prinled-fby The Baldwin Timné‘." Bay Minaette.



