Biverce Decree : Printed by The Baldwin Times, Bay Minstte.

The State Of Alabama, Baldwin County
CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

Complainant

...This.cause coming on to be heard was submitted upon Bill of Complaint,
R _‘ﬂmrsﬁé mrvers L [ S al'ld Testim()n

_ : R R R _ e yrais__'nﬁtéd_f.}ﬁ:y'thé':Ré'g"'i'S't'_e:I"; and Upo
‘consideration thereof, the Court is of the opinion that the Complainant isentitled to the relief prayed:
- for in said bill. o

i't.:'is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony here- .~
.'tqfore existing between the Complainant and Defendant be; 'and the same are hereby, disclved,
‘and that -the said . dosh Ukevens
“is forever divorced from the said

for and on acegunt of

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry
except to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is taken
within sixty days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said
appeal.

~

s . T L Edbovynrn
It is further ordered that v 08 wLoOvVens

be, and —&X&__ hereby per@hitted to again contract marriage upon the payment of the cost of
this suit.

It ig further ordered that

15

the_ Compleinant pay the cost herein to be taxed, for which execution may issue.

This— day of 1 19 44 |

- Judge Circuit Court; in Equity. .

, Register of the Circuit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said
decree is on file and enrolled in my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the

of
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JOSH STEVENS )
) |
COMPLA T ) IN IHE CIECUIT COURT OF
kY
} P .
Ve ) BALDIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
_
BUTELLE STEVRHG } EQEI?Y
{
KEEPO DENT ) |

Apd now comes the Reapﬁndént in her own proper person, and accepbs
cervice of summens and complaint in this cause, a&nd deniets ench end EVery
ellegabion conteined in the Complsinant's Bill of Complaint, and demands
strict probf‘ai

The Respondent weives notice of the time of teking tesbimony on

behalf of the Complainant the right 4o cross exemine Complainsnt's witnesses,

and sgrees thet the cause be subwitted for final decree without notice.

A Wlavens
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| } OF ALABAMA
BALDATH COUNTY

-

TO ANY SHERIFF OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA == GREETING:

e

. WE COMMAND YOU, that you sumnon ESTELLE STEVENS to be and appesar before
the Judge of %b Clroult Court of Baldwin Counby, Alabama, exercising chancery
Jurisdiction within sixty days after the service of the summons, and thesrs teo
plead,: snswer or degur without cath to & blll of complaint lately exhibited by
JOZH SmﬁV £, complainant, against the seid RSTELLE STHVENS and further to do
and perform what the sald Judge shall order end direct in bthet behalf, and this
the ﬁesoondent shell in no wise ox it, under penslty, sate.. And we furthsr
commend that you reburn thie writ, with yvour endorsement therson, to cur said
gourt limmsdiately upon the execution thareof.

t

S LuG-;, n’eglster of said Jircuit Court, hnl" l,r,e/g dey

JOSH STEVENS,

COMPLATHANT I THE CIRCUILIT COURT OoF

R SL L L L

»

V3 BAL. { COURTY, ALABLMA
BETELLE STEVENS., J I8 ByULITY .
RRLE G DENT 4
HARE, JUDGE OF TER CIRCUIT COULRT OF BALDWIN COUN Y, ALABAMA,

Now comes your Compleinent, Josh Gtevens, and humbly coﬁplaining against
the Raépoudent, Estelle $tav&ns, respeotiully represents and shows unto your monor
and this Honorable Court as follows:

1

That the Compleinant and the wespondent are both bona fide residents of
Balawin Gounty, Alabama, and are over the age of twenty-one yesrs;

2

That the Complainant and the Hes n@ndenv were merried 2t Bey Minetts,
Alabame, on Sepbember 9, 1952,-an6 lived together =s husband and wife unbil
bomwit, the 1lst day of Mey, 1944.

3
That on, towwit, Mey 1, 1944, and at other times prior therete, the

gspondent committed sots of adultﬁry Wltﬂ a man whose neme is not knowm to the

k)



Complainant; that sald scbs of adultery were without the consent or approval of

the Compleinent, and Complainant has not condoned sald acts.
1]

L

BUEFORE, the premises considered, your Complainent prays thet wour

Homor'will, by proper proce%&, make the said Estelle Stevens party respondent to
this bill of complaint, reqﬁiriﬁg her teo plead, answer. or demur te the same
within the time and under the peuaities prgsefibed by law and the practice of
this Honorablq Court.
Complainent further praﬁs thet upon a finel hearing of this cause'an
order and decree be made granting to him an ebsolute desree of diveree, forever
erring the bonds of matrimony existing between him and the Respohdent; that

our compleinant prays for ‘such other, further different and genersl relief ag
¥ ) s &
A

he may be in equity end good conBeience entitled to receive, and ss -in duty

bound he will ever pray.

BEEBE & HALL
BY: tfﬁuﬂéz—h-ﬂ&lﬁz;a_JL__.

Soliciteors for Complainant
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 The State Of Alobama

In Circuit Court, In Equity
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ORAL DEPCSITION , ' " Baldwin Times 10-27-39 1M

THE STATE OF ALABAMA Circuit Court of Baldwin Couniy., Alabama,

Baoldwin County (In Equity)
_ JOSH STEVEIS. COMPLAINANT
Vs, '
BSTELLE STEVENS RESPONDENT
' 1, Helen 4. licGowan

R & AL NN TR A a1\ 1 1 - -
sy iegisiesmangr Commissioner

Josh Shevyens snd Bepw Steovens
I 58

“have called and caused to come befere me

witness-28 named in the Requirement for Oral Examination, on the —15 _day of Ju iy

19 %% at the office of BERRE & FATI,
in — Bay Winette, , Alabama, and having first sworn said witness-25to speak the truth,
the whole trath, and nothing but the truth, the said Josh Stevens

doth depose and say as follows: . o

-

My neme is Jesh Stevens. I am & bona fide resident of Baldwin County, Alabama,
and over twenty-one years of age. ' -

The Lespondent Betelle TStevens is over twenty-one years of ege, and e bena fide
residaet of Daldwin County, Alaba,a; ;

The Respoadent and I were married at Bay Minette, Alabama, on the 9th day of Sep-
tember, 1932, e lived together as men and wife in Raldwin Counby, slabama, tatil ,
about the first of lley, 1044, i

The Respondent has recently committed scts ofl adultery with a mge nsgro wiose name
I do not know. ¥iEx iy wife is now working in Iobile, Alabama, and for a long
time stayed with this negro whose mame I do not kuiow until the oweer of the houmse
threw them out. They are now liming at a place in Mobile as man and wife, howsver
she from time o time comes up to Stockbton to visit her folks. She $till claims
Stoekton as her home. She has recently gotbten so bold that she brings this negro
vp with her. The said acts of adultery on the part of the Lespondent were without
my permission or comsant, and I have not condoned said acts. Te have no children.
-end I
My wife/have had trouble from time to time during the entire time that we hawe lived
T together. She hes always had the desire to have additional men hanging around. Such
V conduct has never met with my approvael, snd I have never condoned her acts.

o P A g
I (/ |

Esaw Stevens & witnese for the complainant, being first duly sworn, says:

Y¥v name ic FEsaw Stevens. I am a resident of Baldwin County, Alehama, living at
Stockton.

T know thatthe Zespomdent Estelle Stevens hse commitbed acts of adultery with a men
whose namé I do not kmow. He lives in HMobile. Estelle stays with him dowm there.
They lived dovm on the Bay a long time, and were thromn out by the owner of the
house because they were not married. They are now staying together some place in
Harile o o The Comnlsinent haes ofter oomolainad T +’rs¢=_:.-=_1=.ga:r cho de Adnipe b oha

refuses Lo change.




ORAL EXAMINATION

I ‘Helen £. HeCowan
2

, 28 Register and Commissioner hereby certify

that the foregoing depositions— on Oral Examination was taken down in writing by me in the

words of the witness€fand read over to—them and thex signed the same in the presence

of myself Helen A. HcGowan

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of persomal identity of
said witnessee or had proof made before me of the identity of said witnesses; ‘that. I am not of
counsel or of kin to any of the parties fo said cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof.

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court.

Given under my hand and seal, this— 15 day of July . 1944

Complainant
Respondent
Record

, Register
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Baldwin County
JOSH STEVENS
Vs
RGTELLE STEVENS
RECORDED IN

IN CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY
ORAL DEPOSITION

<=

THE STATE OF ALABAMA

Vol



8581. NOTE OF TESTIMONY - - Mooro Prioting Co.

Josh Stevens,

| ‘ . THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
- ‘ BALDWIN COUNTY

Vs~

IN EQUITY

Bstelle Steyens,
. CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complainant upon the original Biil of Complaint,

_witnegsss

and in behalf of Defendant upon —onswer ahd walver,

(\
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RECORDED.

No ._MIJ_—

The State of Alabama,

BALDWIN COUNTY

IN EQUITY

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

JOS}.]_ Stevgns s

V8.

~———EstelleStavens,

NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Filed in Open Court this 19th

day of J ~194—4
e

Register.

Moore Printing Ca,



