Divorce Decree . ) Printed by The Raldwin Times, Bay Minetis,

The State Of _Alabama,' Baldwin County
CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

MARGARET E. SEITHERMAN

Complainant

vs.
MARDIS EUGENE SMITHERMAN

Respondent

- This cause coming on to be heard was submitted upon Bill of Comtplaint, Rerecx Prxtenicsy

AASgeT and Walyey.

——Answer and Walver .. _and Testimony as noted by the Register, and tpon.
consideration thereof, the Court is of the opinion-that the Complainanit is entitled to'the relief prayed.
for in said bill. : L

- It is therefore orde'.f_ed, adjudged and décreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony here-
tofore existing betweeni the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are herehy, disolved,

and that the sai L
is forever divorced from the said

for and on account of—adulfery

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry
except to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is taken

within sixty days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said
appeal.

It is further ordered that

be, and BEE  hereby permitted to again contract marriage upon the payment of the cost of
this suit.

Judge Circuit Court, in Equity.

, Register of the Circuit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original deeree rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said
decree is on file and enrclled in my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the
May

©eoEs |IB




The State Of MHQWQBQ

Baldwin County

In Circuit Court, In MQEJ\.

MARGARET E. SMITHERMAN

. Respondent,

DIVORCE, DECREE




TO THE HONORABLE F. W. HARE, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA; IN EQUITY

Comes MARGARET E. SMITHERMAN, snd by this her Bill of
Complaint, presented against MARDIE ZUGENE BHITHERMAN, respect-

- fully shows:

; FIRBT: That Complainant ie sizteen years of age =2nd
Befﬂndant over the age of twenty-one vears and both are and
have been for more than three years residents of Baldwin Courty,

Alabtame though he, at present, is in military service.

i SECQORD: That Comvlasinant snd Eefendant were married in
Mobiﬁe, Alabema on June 22nd, 1943, out lived together =g man
and ﬁife only three weeks when she left him and returned to

live| with her psrents in Fairhope.
1 . T .

 THIRD: That since said marrisge the Defendsnt has been
g
guilby of acts of adultery bub at times and places and with
i _
partﬁes personally unknown to Complainant which acts she has in

no wby condoned.

|
|EHE PREMISES CONBIDERED, Complainant Prays that upon hesr-

ing bf this esuse a Decree of Divorce be rendered forever
divo&cimg ner from the said Mardis Dugene Smitherman, gfgnting
her £he :ight to marry agein should she éa desire, and such sum
for ﬂer meintenance and support as will Dbe breper sccording to
Defendant 's financisl resources, the right o resume her maiden
name and such other, further or different relief as to equity

may seem meet,

Complainant further prays that Hardis Eugene Bmitherman be
made party Defendant to this csuse, and reguired to answer this
Bill within the time prescribed by Law, and abide by such oxders

and decrees as may be made in the premises.

Solicitor for Complainant



¥ARGARET E. SJITHERMAN : EQUITY
Gompleinant
o IN THE CIRCQUIT CQOURT OF
Vs.
: _ , BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
MARDIE ZUGENE SHITHERMAN :
Respondent

DEPOS ITIONS OF
MARGARET E. SuITHERMAN and JAMES H. MORRIS
WITNESSES FOR CONPLA TRANT

The said witnesses, belng first duly sworn %o tell.
“%he truth, upon exemination by the Bolicitor for the Complain-

ant, testified as follows:

MARGARET E, SMITHERMAN

I am tne Complainent in this csuse. I am sixbteen
vears of age and have been for more than three yvears a resident
of Fairhope, Baldwin County, Alabama. On June 28nd, 1943, I
merried Msrdis Fugene Bmitherman whose residence is zlso in
Baldwin County. We lived together ss husband wife at Foley
only three weeks when I left him because of his behavior and
- returned to my parents in Fairhope where I have since lived.

Shortly after my merriage I was relisbly informed
that my husbend was unfaithful to me and, while I speak of
the woman with whom he has committed adultery, I do not know
Tfor certain and hesitate to mention her name, nor do I know
of wy own knowledge of any specific acts of adultery. I am,
however, relisbly informed that he has been repeatedly guilty
of this at times and places and with parties unknown to me
gince we were merried and thie I sc charge.

Vg it & Lot

JAMES H. MORRIS

' . I am well acquainted with ¥ardis Bmitherman. 8Since
July 1943, I heve been with him on a mumber of cocossicns when
hergng I went out with giris. This was after he and his wife
Paxted.

- We would go with girls in Mobile. We, each with a
girl, would go 1o a mevie together and then get some hotel where
we each would ge with our girl to a room and stey there for an
hour or 80, ‘I do not know of my personel knowledge of what they
would do in them but knowing that the girls were Weasy" I have g
pretty good idem. This happened met once, but a number of times
between July 1943 and the early part of this yesr. I have no
hesitation in maying that Smithermsn has repeatedly committed
adultery since he and his wife parted, but do not recall exact

dates or the locetions in Mobile.




I, Mary F. Thomeon, amcting as Commissioner by
agreement ef parties hereby certify that in the case of
MARGARET E. SMITHERMAN ve. MARDIS FUGENE SMITHERMAN,
pending in the Equity eide of the Cireuit Qourt of Baldwin
County, I ceused MARGARET E. SMITHERMAN end JAMES H.
MORBIS, witnesses for the (ompleinsenit, to appear before
me at my office in the Bank Building, Falrhape, Alabama,
where, after being duly sworn upon examination by the .
-Sal;eitor for the (ompleinant, they testified ms is above
written and, their testimeny, after being re&ucéé&te wrih-
ing, was resd over =nd signed by them.

I further certify tha% I am neither of counsel
nor of kin to either party of the cause or in anywise
interested in the result thersof.

In*witnesa,thereaf,'l hereto set my band and
seal as Commissioner this the 19th day of May, 1944,

. ‘f»u_.mi,—“—r. L onasn

Commissioner



YARGARET E. SMITHERUAN
Complainant EQUITY

Va. - IN THE CIRCQUIT COURT OF
¥ARDIS EUGENE SHITHERMAY BALDWIE COUNTY, ALABAMA
Respondent

Comes MARDIS EUGENE SMITHERMAN, Respondent in the
above styled cesuse, and for answer to the Bill of Complaint
'sayé he denies emeh and every allegation of same.

Respondent hereby waives notice of dﬁmané for oral
examination of Complainant's wztnesses* of the isgsue of commis-
sion to take testimony; of the tlme and place set for taklng
same and of the right to introduce evldenge in his own behalf.
He further agreeé that this cause may be éubmitted_for final
decree at any time on the pleading and Complainant's evidence

as noted by the Register.

Before me the undersigned Notary personally appeared
MARDIS EUGENE ShITHWRkAN who acknowledged that he executed the
foregoing answer VQlUPt&TlLY with knowledge of its contents.

Witness my hend this the 17th dey of April, 1944,

Notary Public, Beldwin County, AlédPame
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§581. NOTE OF TESTIMONY | ' Moore Frmiing Co.

Maregeret E Smitherman

| - THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
S BALDWIN COUNTY

VS,

IN EQUITY

L CIRCUIT CCURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

Mardis Bugene Smitherman,

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complainant upon-the original Bill of Complaint,

and ‘estimony of Margeret Smithermsn, snd James E Morris

L

and in behalf of Deferdant upen - Answer & Waiver,

-
N _

iels, Register.




No.——110%

The State of Alabama,

BALDWIN COUNTY

IN EQUITY

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

i P

VS,

Mardis Eugene Smithermwan,

NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Filed in Open Court this —20%th

e MW -
) Register,

Moore Printing Co.



