. G.

Respondent jointly purchased property in Baldwin County, Alabama,

S f ’f§%5>

FLORENCE BARLE THOMAS,
Complainant, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

-vs- BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

JAMES ABBOT THOMAS, I EQUITY | b

Respondent.

P
et
-,

TC THE HONORABLE H. M. HALL, JUDGE OF THEE CIRCUIT CCURT 0F BAIDWIN
COUNTY, ALABAMA, Sitting in Equity:- : -

Comes your Complainant, Florence Zarle Thomas, and files
this ner Bill of Compaint for divorce against James Abbot Thomas,
and respectfully represents and shows unto your Honor:

1. That the Complainant is over the age of twenty-one years
and is a resident citizen of the State of Alabama, Baldwin Countyj
that the Respondent 1s over.the age of twenty-one years and 1s a
resident of the State of Alabama, Baldwin County.

2. That the Complainant and Respondent were lawfully married
on, to-wit, June 25, 19L7.

3. The Complainant further avers that he Pespondentmhas

committed actual violence on her persen attended with danger to he

gr

life and health and from hés conduct she 1s reascnably apprehensiv
of other and further violence, so much so that she can no longer
1live with the Respondent; that the Hespondent has made numerouse
threats of doing her physical harm and from his manner and conducth
toward her she is reasonably convinced that he will commit actual
violence on her person attended with danger to her life or hesalth.
L, Complazinant further shows unto your Honor that the Hesp-
ondent has, since their marriage, become addicted to habitual
drunkenness, and the said habit continues to this date.

“ 5. 'Compiéihant”furthéf shows vnto the Court that there'waé:
born of this marriage two children, namely, Virginia Ann ThomaS;f
age L% yvears and William Bruce Thomes, age 1} years, which said
children were in the custoedy.and control of the Complainant until

hey were forcibly removed . from her sustody and control and are
being forcibly withheld. |

6, That on the 8th day of Janvary, 1952, the Complainant and

-1 -
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-she be awarded as full settlement of alimony the property herein-

described as follows:-

Commencing at the point of intersection of the North
line of Section thirty-three (33}, Township seven (7),

LTI,

~

South, Range four (4) East, of St. Stephens Meridian, bt
Baldwin County, Alabama, with the Zast line of the o
right-of-way of the L & N Railrocad, said point being -

3 - T P SO M e ™
one hundred (100) feet Zast of the Northwest corner =
of said Section thirty-three (J33), run thence South o
twenty {20) feet and Kast four nundred seventeen (L17) Ca
feet to a point; thence South Jive hundred (500) feet Lo

to a.point for z beginning corner, thence run East one
hundred sixty-six (166) feet to 2 point, thence run
South three hundred eighty-one {38L) feet to a point,
which 1is also the Northeast corner of property owned

vy G. H. Bonle, thence run West one hundred sixty-six
(166) feet along the North line of the property of said
G. H. Bonie to a point, thence run North three hundred
eighty-one (381) feet to the point of beginning.

That they have constructed thereon a small dwelling which has

been constructed and paid for partially with monies of the Compl-

ainant. Complainant further shows that she has insufficient funds.

with which to employ counsel to represent her in this proceeding
and believes the Respondent to be financially able to pavy for this

representation and believes him financially able to pay the sum of

of each of the minor children of this marriage.

PAAYER FOR PROCESS AND RELIEF

THE PAEMISES CONSIDERED, Your Complainant prays that James
Abbot Thomas be made a party defendent of this cause by the usual
process, of this Honorable Court, recuiring him to plead, answer
or demur within the.time and under the penalties prescribed by the
rules of this Court and the Statutes in such cases made and pro-

vided; that upon a final hearing of this cause that she be granted

a divorce from the sald Respondent; Complainant further prays that

above described; that she be awarded custedy and control of the
minor children of this‘marriage and that she be awarded the sum of
Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for the maintenance and support of each of
the minor children, and that she further be awarded such sum as to
the‘Court may seem Jjust and proper &s payment to her Solicitor in
this behalf and that”;he be mistaker in the relief prayed for,

that she be granted such other, fdérther, different and general

- 2 -

e
HU;R:

<

=l

FY¥as

CFifey Dollars. {$50.00) per month for.the. support -and-maintenance - -

IR



relief to which she may be

ever pray.

irmy e et ld ol
PL 5 BERY  Bagietn
Audle 5. DBOK, Regishy

LW |
o 30

su ;’
m&&éi

entitled and as in duty bound she will

%&

SoJTed oA or—€omplainant




Form 1531-3 MeQuiddy Printing Co., Naskville, Tenn,

étf&}d_moxs - _
~ The State of Alabama,.
IN CIRCUIT GOURT, IN EQUITY

papgm_....County

- T umy Sheriﬁ."'ﬁ the State of Aﬁabam&—nﬂxeeﬁﬁg:

© You are hereby commanded to sumtion

[

to-appeer-and answer, plead, or cemur; within thirty days trom the service hereof, o a Bill of Com-

pisint filed in said Cireuit Court, in equity, for said County of ssid State

| _JAES EARLE THOMAS

Herein fail not. Due return make of Fiis wril as the law directs.
1
, 19 $74p

-

Hoie

s

v
i-

¢

YO T
Erf('y? 1%

Register,) Codo 1925-6528-6629

Witness this ...!éé‘%‘ day of 7 et — 3
4{/{(@;% ‘ LD ren B Register.
 the

' (Defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill on application ¢
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JAMES . EXEXX THOMAS,

36;2 f?;

Hhon

NOC.

FLORENCE EARLE THOMAS, 0 1IN Tas CIRCUIT CQOURT OF
0 .
Complainant, 8 BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA,
VS . 9 IN EQUITY.
ABBOTT ¢
0
0
0

Respondent.

ANSWER AND CROSS-BILIL.

ey

Comes the respondent in the above styled cause; JAMES ABBOTT
THOMAS, and, for answer to the bill of complaint heretofore filed
in said cause, says:

1. That he admits the allegations of parzgraph 1 of said bill
of complaint.

2. That he admits the zllegations of paragraph 2 of said bill
of complaint.

3. That he denies the allegations of paragraph 3 of said bill
of complaint and demandes strict proocf of the same.

h.m fﬁafméé“déﬁiés ﬁﬂewéllegaﬁions of paragrapﬁ 3”of'said bill'
of complaint and demands strict proof of the same,

5. That he admits the allegations of paragrapdh 5 of said bill
of complaint insofer as they name the children of this marriage,
to~wit: Virginia Ann Thomas and William Bruce Thomas, but he de-
nies the cother allezations of sald paragrash and demands strict
proof of the same.

6. That he admits the allegations of paragraph & inscfar as

the allege the purchasing of a lot and building of a house, but
denies that the complainant paid any part of the costs of tThe
same and “he further denies-all other allegations of said para-
graph and demands strict proof of the same.

And now, having answered the allegations of the bill filed in
this cause by FLORENCE ZARLE THOMAS, your Respondent prays that
this, his answer, be made and taken as a cross-hill, and he avers:

1. That he is over the age of twenty-one years and is a2 bona
fide resident citizen of Baldwin County, Alabama, and has been
such for more than two years next precedingz the filing of the bill
of complaint in this cause; that FLORENCE 3ARLE THOMAS, the com-

plainant and cross-respondent 1s over the age of twenty-one years

s
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children &
2t all reagona

FLCREINCE ZARLE THCHMAS respondent

o
mor A3 rem o)

SERE g 01

C:.‘E? :

and 1s a bona fide resident citizen of Baldwin County, Alabama.

2. That the complainant and the respondent are husband and
wife, having intermarried at Lucedale, Mississippi, on, to-wit:
the 25th day of June, 1947.

3. The respondent and cross~complainant further avers that
the complainant and éross-resvondent has commitied actual vio-lence
on his person attended with danger to his 1life znd hezlih and
from her conduct he is reasonably aprprehensive of other and further
violence, which would necessarily endanger his 1ife or health;
that she has made numerous threats of doin:z him physical harm and
from her manner and conduct thward him he is reascnably convinced
that she will commit actual violence on his person attended with

danger to his life or health.

ct

Y, Your cross-complainant further avers and alleges that
sald cross~respondent has been gullty of adultery with divers

parties and persons whose names are unknown To your cross-com-

plainan®t.

. our cross-complainant furither avers and shows that there
¥ Dl t T i éd sh that tt

are two children as & result of this union, namely, Virginia Ann
homas, age 4% year and William Bruce Thoma age Ly years:; tnav

Th ) L s, and Will B ! s, age 1% s; that
ecause of her conduct the cross-respondent is not a £it and prove

b T onduct the cros ST t is t it and prover

persen t ave the tody ar ntrol of sai nildren. He shows

T te h t custody and control ¢ id echilid He sho

unto the Court, hcwever, that he is a fit and suitable person to

be entrusted with the custedy, care, maintenance and education of
1is said childrens: that he is abtle to provide them with 2 home with

his saild child ;s that he is able to provide them with z home wit

proper surroundings, and that i1t is to the best interest of said

W]
«t
ct
poy
{D
[N
}1
[#)
o
wn
ct
&)
2
<
(@)
L]
<}
O
4]
d.
11
(8]
e
s
ot
-
®
(@]
=
O
[ 7]
m.
|
@]
o
3
3
ot
jae]
=N
3
o
o]
(.I..
o
i
ch
5

the right on the nart of the cross-respondant to visit and see thenm
ti

[
bt
D

VHEREFORE, THE PREMISES CONLIDERED, Orator makes the said

)

0 this his cross-hill
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1

that the process of this Court be directed Tc hrer according to law,
commanding her to appear in this cause wiizin the fime znd in the
manner reqguired by law and the rules of this Honorable Court, and
plead, answer or demur to this his cross~bill; and Crator prays that

upon a final hearing, your Honpr will make and enter a decree grant=-

TE 1



him an absolute divorce from the szid FLORINCIZ ZARLE THOMAS:
that your EHonor will grant him the cusotdy and control of the

ninor children, subiect to the rights of reasonable vigitatior
% o =)

.

on the part of the complainant and cross-responden
Honor will decree thatl he is the owner of the real pronerty

described in the bill of complainty; and your cross-complainant
& 7

WAL R, ALY, e
Solicikor fdﬂ'ﬁesnondent and Crigbs-
Complainant.

hereby acknowledge receipnt of service cf a cony of the above

T ;
and foregoing Answer and Cross-bill.
PRI o N __._._\
# . i S ] BRES QJGM_/ =
: g ﬂﬂ EL Solicitor for Complainant and Cross-
iUk b _ Respondent.

Be 1 nErY  Desintel
_sr;”"' I BBCK, Regsier

TE 1
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Jallegatlon therein contained.

e
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A Jio ue a-ﬂ

FLORENCE EARLE THOMAS,

)‘
Complainant, i IN TEE CIRCUIT COURT OF
-vS=- ; BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
JAMES ABBOT THOMAS, % = EQUITY'
R " Respondent. %
R ANSWER -

Comes the COmplainént and Cross-Responaent in the above
style& cause and for answer to the Cross-Complaint heretofore
filed in said cause, says: |

1. She admits the allegations of Paragraph l.

2, Ske admits the allegations of Paragraph 2.

3. She denies the allegations of Paragraph 3.

Le OShe denies the Allegations of Paragraph 4.

5., She admits the allegations in Paragraph 5, that there are

two (2) children of this marriage, and denies each and every other

6. She denies each and every other allegatlon of the Cross—.

Bill of Complaint not herein spe01flcally admltted and demands

strict proof of all allegations denied.

ulki&-ﬁi ‘ Solldltorﬁfor Complainant~———
7—6-5’/

11 1 aFe
3%5- 'ﬂ‘u. do ndi'-ré@%\ ﬁ%‘ggSL i‘
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FLCRENCE EARLE THOMAS,

Complainant, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

-VsS- BALDWIN COUN TY¥, ALABAMA

IN EQUITY
JAMES ABBOT THOMAS,

Respondent.

COUNTY, ALABAMA, Sitting in Equity:=

Now comes your Petitioner, Florance Earle Thomas, the Com-
plainant in the above styled cause, and respectfully shows wato
the Court:-

1. That on the {gw“ day of April, 1954, a Bill of Complain

for divorce, alimony and custody of children was biled by Florence

Earle Thomas against James Abbot Thomas, and as is alleged thereir

the children, whose names are Virginia Ann Thomas and William

Bruce Thomas and whose ages are 4z and 13 years, respectively,

wéﬁé’iﬁwtﬁéfdaré,“éustédY”andwcontrOl'OfMthe”ComPlainant"until””w””'

foreibly removed.

2. That saild minor children are being forcibly withheld
from her and that she has been forbidden to see them and that
when she attempted to regain custody of the minor children,
physical violence was done to her. |

3. That she has a suitable apartment and living quarters
on Jasamine Street, in Foley, which is in a building owned by
Mrs. Faﬁnie Shepard, and in which she resides alone excepting for

her 11 year old son from a previous marriage, and whose father is

L. That she is at present employed at the Farmers & Mercﬁéﬁt
Bank in the Town of Foley, having insufficient means to support

herself without employment and receilving no support from her hus-

band, but that she has Mrs. Aline Pruitt, 2 reputable person, to

5. That after working hours and on week-ends she remains at
her apartment, except for the normal shoping trips for groceries,
attendance at Church, et¢., on all of which occasions she could

rightfully be accompanied by her children.

-1 -

TO.TTE HONORABLE H. M. HALL, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN

by

s

‘care for her children during her absence at her place of employment.
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6o That forcibly withholding her children from her is caus-
ing her grevious mental strain and anguish and is also not to the
best interest of the children.

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, your Petitioner prays that
she be granted custody and control of the children herein named,

pending a final decree establishing custody as prayed in her Bill

further er different relief to which she may be entitled.

EﬁbT@ut& g;axX;Tjﬁ&mWﬁlﬁ

fetlitioner

STATE OF ALABAMA

BALDWIN COUNTY

Before me, C. G. Chason, a Notary Publiec, personally appeared

Florence Earle Thomas, whe is known to me and who after being by

me first duly and legally sworn, deposes and says under ocath, that|

the matters and facts alleged in the foregoing petition are true.

Sworn to and subscribed before

me, a Notary Public, on this the

gﬁ day of May, 1954,

3 aldﬁin County
e of Alabama

S- 0 S
AL RS 2 FrEC :
SHEE L BUSK, Resiste

(second and last page)

of Complaint for divorce, and that she be granted such other, . . .| .
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FLORENCE EARLE THOMAS,
Cemplainant;

vs.

JAMES ABBOT THOMAS,

Respondent.

Comes now the respondent and demurs to the bill of complalnt

A D T T T K S I

DEMURRER .

C 4 % Aid}
A ﬁié AR B

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.

IN EQUITY. NO. _323%

-

as a-whole and for grounds of demurrer sets down and assigns the

following senarately and severally.

: (1) There is. ne equ*ty in the bill._u

S-3-57
aligs . DiLE, Regisiel

Mwﬁx%

”“J&_MM W"?’“@ ; ,ﬁf_x .

Soligitor for Respondenu.




IN THE CIRCUIT GOURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA,
| IN EQUITY,

NO. 3234

ok o seokok ok

FLORENCE EARLE THOMAS ,

‘Complainant,

?:AMES EARLELTHQEAS,i,;;
Respondent.
AR AR AR
DEMURRER, - = - -
wikr 3 1954
fine b BRGK, Registel
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£ THOMAS, IN THE

Compleainant, CIRCULT CCURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,

ALABAMA, IN BEQUITY.

JAMES ABBOT TEOMAS,

~ReSFORASHE.

This cause coming on to be heard was submitteq
upcn the original bill of complaint; answer and cross bill and
testimony of the witnesses on behalfl of the complainant and

respondent taken ore tenus, and upon consideration thereof, the

Court is of the opinion that the Complainant is enfitled to a

ldivorce from the Respondent.

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED, _ADJ'UDGED AND DECREED%

{ and a,he same are nerebjy'
F¢sso¢ved and that the sald Florence Earle Thomas is forever
%di orced from the said James Abbot Thomas for and on account of
c uelty.

IT IS FURTHER CORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED
ﬁhat neither party to this sult shall again marry except to each

oﬁher untll sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and

_tﬁhﬂc 1Y an appeal 1s taken wifhin sixty days, neither party shall again
f marry except To each ofther during the pendency of said appeal.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERID, that the Complainant and
!
.jithe Respondent be, and they .are hereby permitted to zgain contract

rriage upon the payment of the cost of this sulst.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREE

'by the Court that for a period of six months hereafter, that the

L
i . R am o - .
jcustody and control of the minor children of this marriage, namely,

£ o

qm

rginia Ann Thomas, aged four and one half years, and William

rice Thomas, aged one and one half years, shall be in the custody

e

i
|
;
|
0
i
|
E

nd conitrol of their paternal grandparents, Bruce Abbot Thomas and

8

rna May Thomes, Foley, Alabama, provided, however, that the Com

_ 1a1nart, Florence Earle Thomas, shall have the custody and control




lof said children from the time she leavesher place of employment
‘Thursday afternoon until 8 A.M. Friday morning, and from the

time she leaves her place of employment Sabturdey afternoon

-Complainanb, Floﬁence Earle Thomas, sheall also have custody and

‘control of said children during the time she is away from her

iemployment through bank holidays and vacations.

| This order shall be in full force and effect

ifor a perlod of six months, or until modified by the Court.

ithe Court retains jurisdiction of bthis matter for the purpose of

settling any anﬁ 21l questions of permement custody of the

iminor children; a division of property, elimony and Attorney's

fees.

LT IS FURTHER. ORDEIED-that -the Respondent

éJames AbDOu ”homas ray the cost hereir Tc be Taxed, for which

eKGChulO"’l nay issue.

This 2nd day of Sertewber, 195L.

until 7 ofclock P. M. Sunday evenzngs._ In addition thereto, the =

IT IS FURTHER CORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED thaf

of Alsbemsa.

Jucge ol The Z0th Judicilal Circult

L5




Law Offices of
Horne & Webb

Aftorneys at Law

FRANK G. HORNE

Atmore, Ala.

DOUGLAS S. WEBB
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