't HENRY O, TOPP,
Complainant,
SI

TRANCES BELLE TOPP,

Respondent.

the following:

2. Angwer.
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IN THE CIRCULT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
IN EQUITY.

NOTE 0F TESTIMONY

This cause is submitted on behslf of Complainsnt upon
" 1. Originsl Bill of Complalnt. —_

%, Stipulation of parties retative To taklug. testimony.

4. Testimony of Heary 0. Topp teken before Ora S.

I\M_{&Mg |

Regigter.

(;2; 7ZS,’;zs;éﬁhu‘;¢m——u_~_d{

%6Z;citor for Compleinsnt.




HENRY 0. TOPP,
Compleinant, "IN THE CIRCULT COURT OF
Vs, BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.

YRANCES BELLE TOPP, IN EQUITY.

g FER] A Sl g, Qe Yt Yo, ouing,

Respondent.

TT IS AGREED by snd between the com;plaiﬁant end the

Regpondent in this cause thét Ore S. Nelson shall act as commission

er in tsking the testimony of theVComylainant, Henry 0. Topp.and

that a formal commission to her is hereby weived. She is to take

the testimony of the Complainant, Henry 0. Topp, traﬂécfibe the sam

ané file the said testimony with the Register in Equity of Baldwin
County, Alabama in all respects as reguired by law snd as though

é formal comaission had been issued to her.
QAN ). 7,

Complainent.

Y re gy

"ZWM @7//,(4 .. &ﬁ%; _

Respondent.
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T THE HONORARLE F. W. HARE, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALEWIN
COUNTY, ALABAMA, SITTING IN EQUITY:

Your Orator, Henry 0. Topp, presents this Bill of
Complaint agaiﬁst Trances Belle Topp ang thereupon your Orstor
eomplainsg end shows untc the Court and your Hénor as follows:

i. Your Orator is over twenty-one years of age and 18
a bona fide resident citizen of Beldwin Coﬁﬁty, Alabsma, where he
nas fesi&ed.ccntinuously for much more than one yearfnext preceding
the filing of this Bill of Complaint. The Regpondent, Francaé Bell
Topp, is over twenty-one years of age and a resident of Pensacolsa,
Florids.

Z. Your Grato? sné the said Respondent were lawfully
Jmarried &t Pensacols, Florida on July 11, 1934, and lived together
when the Respoundent voluntarily sbandomed your OratorT, and
ss men and wife until during the month of February, 1943,/vwhen they
separated. The said parties have not lived together as man and
wife since the sald date.

%, Your Orstor =nd the said Respondent are tha father
and mother of 0tto Julius.ﬁenry Topp, a boy eight years of age and
the seid Respondent 1s the mother of Mildred Femny Topp, a gifi
thirteen yvears of age, both of which said children are now in the
custody of your Gratof gnd reside at Foley in Baldwin County,

Kl absma., ' Your Orastor is in all respects & fit and proper person

to have the permanant'custody snd control of the said minors.

PRAYER FOR PROCESS

Your Qrétor prays that the Caurﬁ will take jurisdiction
of the cause made by this Bill of Camplainf; that due notice thereo
be given to the Respondent, Frances Belle Topp, in the form and
manner prescribed by law, requiring her £o plead to, answer or
1 damur to the seid Bill of Complaint within the time and under the
pains and penalties prescribed by law and ﬁhe praétice of this
Honoreble Court.
| PRAYER FOR RELIEF
THE PRIMISES COﬁSIDERED,Vyéur Orator prays that upon a

finml hearing of this cause that the Court will meke and enter a.

.
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A

proper order or Lecree dissolving the bonds of matrimony now exisi—

ing between your Orator and the said Respondent and will grant

unto your Orator the permanent eustody and control of the said

minor children. Your Orator further preys for such.other, furthsr
and general relief as he may be equitably entitled to the premises

considered.

adficitor for Orator.




HENRY 0. TOPP,
Complainant, IN THE CIRCULT COURT OF
vs. BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.

FRANCES BELLE TOPY, IN EQUITY. NUMBER

o e s  paa P T

Regpondent.

FINAL DECREE
This cause coming om to be heard on this daté is submity

for Finsl Decree on the original Bill of Complaint, Answer, Stip-

ulation between partles an& Tesgtimony as nvted bv'ﬁhe Hegister, apon

consideration of all of whlch the Court is of the oplnlen that the
Complainant is entitied to the relief prayed for in his saild Bill
Qf‘Gomplaiﬁt, WHEREHEBN, it is Ordered, Adjudged eand Decreed by
the Courf as follows:

1. That the bonds of matrimony heretofore existing be-
tween the Camplainaﬁt and the Reséondént be and fhe seme are hereby
dissolved and the Oem@lainant is forever divorced from the Réspondw
ent on the ground of abdndonment |

e That the Ccmplalﬁant ‘be and he is hereby granted
the permanent custoéy and csnﬁrol of the mlnor chlldren. Otto‘
Jal1us.ﬂenry Topp unﬁf%1ldrﬂd Fanny Topp subgpet however 0 +he
right of the Peapondent to viegit Then on reaqanable occasions.

3. That the said parties SBall not marry except to each
‘Jother until sixty days after this date, and if an a@peal is taken
within sixty days, they Shall not agsin marrylexéept to sach other
during the pendency of the sald appesl.

4, That the costs of this cause 0e and they are hereby
taxedlagainst the Complainant, for which execution may issue.

ORDERED, ADJUDBED AND DECREED at Monroeville, Al abama,

on tnis-uua$k7fzéay of March, 1944.

Judge.




HENRY 0. TOPP,

Complainant, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

| Vs,

PRANCES BELLE TOPP,

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN EQUITY. = NUMBER

S el TS, M I A oD (i e

Respondent.

ANSWER
Now comes the Respondent named in the sbove entitled
cauce and for Answer to the Bill of Complaint filed against her
herein says:
o 1. She accepts service in said csuse and walves
I 211 other and further notice thereof.
8. In the event 'a ¢givoree is granted.in this cause
the Respondent ad_mits that the Complainant, Henry O. Topp, 18 :_Ln
all respects a fit end proper ersol to.have the custody and control
of the minor children mentioned in the Bill of Complaint filed 111
this cause énd consents and agrees that 1T a divorcs is granted
$n this, csuse that the permanent custody and control of the gald
children be granted.to hlm |
%, Respondent waive all formalities snd requirement
of law in connectic;n with the taking of testimony ."’Lh this -caus;,e and.
waives notice of the teaking of the seid tkstimony and consents
that the sald cause be sutmitted for finsl decrée without notice %o
ner, all of which Is hereby expressly walved. 7
The Respondent denies each and all other allegations

of the Bill of Complaint and denands gtriet proof of same.

Sworn to and subseribed before me
on this the 27 day of March, 1944.

L 70 TS Lot lisrne

% ary Public




ORAL DEPOSITION Baldwin Times 10-27-39 $M

THE STATE OF ALABAMA } Circuit Couri of Baldwin Couniy. Alabama,

Baldwin County (In Equity)
HENRY Q. TOPP COMPLAINANT
VS.
FRANCES BELLE TOPP RESPONDENT

I ra 8. Nelson

as Feirgsrxami Commissioner.

have called and caused to come before me—EenT¥—0+—To

=y
=g

witness— named in the Requirement for Oral Examinatjon, on the _27th day of-March

1944 _ at the office of J. B. Blackburn

-

in —Bay Minette — Alabama, and having first sworn said witness— to speak the truth,

the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said — Eenry 0. ToDD

doth depose and say as follows:

' My name is Henry O. Topp. I em over twenty-one years of age and am
4 bona Tide resident citizen of Baldwin Counfy, Alabema where I have
resided continuously since 1926. The Respondent, Frances Belle Topp,
is over twenty-one years of age and a residemt of Pensacola, Florida.

T was lawfully married to the Respondent at Pensacola, Floride and we
lived together as man and wife until during the month of February,
194%, at which time the Respondent voluntarily abandoned me and left

the home wheTe we were 1iving. We have not lived together as man and
wife since the sald date. : :

T am the father and the Respondent, Framces Belle Topp, is the mother of
Otto Julius Henry Topp, a boy eight years of age and the Respondent is
the mother of Mildred Fanny Topp, & girl thirteen years of age, both

of vwhom are now residing with your Orator at Foley, in Baldwin County,
Al abams. Your Orator is in all respects a fit and proper person %o

have the custody and control of the said minor children.




ODRAL EXAMINATION

I, Org S. Nelson , a5 Besiumrzsd Commissioner hereby certify
that the foregoing deposition— on Oral Examination was taken down in writing by me in the

words of the witness— andread overto 1im _and _0€  signed the same in the presence

of myself anéd J. B. Biackburn

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of personal identity of
said witness— or had proof made before me of the identity of said witness —; that I am not of
counsel or of kin to any of the parties to said cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof.

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court.

Given under my hand and seal, this— &7t _ gay of ._March

Qoo o Thetoor) s

No'fycé;&é )
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STIPUL ATION

HENRY 0. TOPP,
Complainant,

vs. |

FRANCES BELLE TOPP,

Respondent.

IN THE CIRCULT CQURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.
IN EQUITY.

KQQQESQN * QAAﬂkigk’7f“?9%L
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KOTE OF TESTIMONY

HINRY 0, TOPP,
Gomplainant,

VS.

FRANCES BELLE TOPP,

ResPOHdent.

IN THE CIRCULT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA,
IN EQUITY.

7 /Q‘#Ff
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bry
HENRY 0. TOPP, L

Complainant,

V.
FRANCES BELLE TOPP,

Respondent,

IN THE CIRCUIT CQURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.

IN EQUITY,
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o
HENRY 0. TopP, |
Com@lainant,
VS. |
FRANCES BELLE TOPE,
| | | Respondent.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.

AN EQUITY.
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RECORDEL
BILL OF COMPLATNT

HENRY 0. TOPP,
Complainant ,

Vs.

- FRANCES BELLE TOPP, _

Respondent.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT oF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALARAMA,
IN EQUITY.
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