Pivorce Decree ) : Printed by The Baldwin Times, Bay Minette,

The State Of Alabama, Baldwin County
CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

Frankis Wae Smith _— _ _Cofnplainant

Vs
Otls Smith

Respondent

Th1s cause coming on to be heard was Submltued upcm Bﬂl of Complamt 2

Mﬂd@nt g Testzmony 28 tioted by the Reglster and’ upon-.'

" ponsideration: thereof, the Court is. of the' opmlon that the Complamant is entitled to the relief prayed.
G for in said blﬂ :

It is therefore ordered, adgudged and decreed by the Coura, that the bonds of matrimony here~- -
: -.tefore _existing between the Complainant and ‘Defendant be, and the same are hereby, disoived,

_and that the said_ F‘mneie Hae Smitn

s forever dzvorced from the said

Otis Smith

“for and on’ aceount of cruelty.

neme of eomplainant E‘renkie I?[ae Gilbrrt be.} enfi 'i:he same

hereb};’ is, reetored to Her."

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry
except to each other until sixly days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is taken
within sixty days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said
appeal.

It is further ordered that complainant, reﬁk:ie Mae Smith,

_ be andis—hereby permitted to again contract marriage upon the payment of the cost of
" thig suit.

It is further ordered that .. complaeinant, Fronkie Mee Smith,

' This.l_"day of o Detobher

: ._ﬁm:sr q_ pay the cost herein to be taxed, for which execution may issue.

= -;j‘ﬁ'age?ci_reun Court in Eqﬁity.

, Register of" the Circuit -

Court of Baldwin. County, Alabama, do hercby certify that the -
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, Whlch said
decree is on file ‘and enrolled in my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the day

GGtOb&'}}" ' , 1943 )

Register of Circuit Court, in Equity.

"G oors 1is




The State Of Alabama.

" Baldwin County

In Circuit Court, In Equity

: <m OoEEmEmE..




STATE OF ATLABAMA ) . ) _
BAIDWIN COUNTY. ) IN THE CIRCUIT COURT., IN EBQUITY.

TC AXY SHERIFPF OF THE STA1E OF ALABAMA:

7 You are hereby come=
manded to summon Otis Smith to appear within thirty days
sfter service hersof, in the Clrcult Court, in Houlty, of
gsid County and State, then and there bto answer, plead or
demur to the attached bill of complaint against him filed in
this court by Frenkie ¥ae Smith.

WITNESS MY HAND this 7th day of October, 1943.

¥ 3. &p/w/o/?

" Heglidter.

T . . T T R T N I T I B

Frankie Mee 3mith,
Complainant,
o IN ©HE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAWA
IW BQUITY.

va

Otis Smith, :
Resporndent.

T Eat N I W Vs P P Nt

TQ THE HONORABLE P. W. HARE, JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Comes your Complainafit, Frankle Mse Smith, and brings
this her bill of complaint apgainst Otis 8mith, the respond=-
ent, end alleges unto your Honor as follows:

1. She ig now, and has been for more than one year
next preceding the filing of the bill of complaint in this
cause, & bona fide resident of Baldwin County, Alabama, and
the respondent is also a resident of Baldwin County, Alabama.:
Complainant 1s over the age of eighteen yesrs, and regpondent
ig over the age of twenty-one years.

2. Complainant and vrespondent were lawfully married to
each othsr on June 17, 1043, by a:Justice of the Peace st
Tucedsale, Mississippi, and lived together as man ‘and wife
until September 4, 1843.

3, On said last date of éﬂgg 4, 1943, respondent com=
hitted sctusl violencs on the person of complainant atitended
with danger to her life or health by sitrliking her with his
hand and threatening and abusing her, and thers belng reason-
able apprenension of further acts of such violence, complaine
ant for her safety refused to live further with him. Several
other sebs of such violence hmd previously occured end the
regpondent being a man of ungovernable Temper complainant
feared for her 1ife apd health. Complainant and respondent
have not lived together as man and wife or otherwise since
said last date. .

WHEREFORE, the premises consiaered, complalnant prays
that proper procsss lasue for serv}ce upon the said respond-
ent. Complainant further prays that upon the hearing hereof
your Honor and the Court willl be ppeased to give and grant to
her a degree of absolute divorce from the seld resvondent, wiih
permission to complainant to againWmarry, 1f she should see
£1t so to do. And compleinant prays for such other, further
and dlfferent and decrees as she may be snbtitled to recelve,
the premises considered. Complainant further prays that the
court will restore to her her maiden nasme of Prankie Mse Gilbert.

Facclip. oy
Solicitor for Complainant.




rankie kMae oGmiih,

b

IN THZ CIRCUIY COURT OF
BALDWIN COUNDY, ALABAIS
TN ELUILY

Cemplainant,
ve

Ofis  Smith,

Regpoudent.

ANGHER OF RESPONDENT

Now somed Otis smith, the respondent in the sbove

i3

sntitled eause, and for anewsr to the eomplaint filed againet

"

and demends striet and itagal gproof thsreof.,

Phe gsii xa&péﬁ&enﬁ hersby waives sll service of notlice
of the filing ef the bLll of eomplaint in said eause and
gervies on him of a2 ¢opy of ¥mid bill_éf complaint, andg farther'
wajves all neftice ol the taking of testimony in gai4d gause and
of the submission of saié canse for final decrea.

HeBpondent.

osworn te and subscribed to before e fhia_,?k&faay of

0 tobar, 1945.
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Frankie Mae Smith
..qm
. 0tls Smith
TN THE CIRCUIT CORT OF

BALDWIN COUNTY, ALARAMA
IN BQUITY R

ANSWER OF RESPONDENE
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Frankie Mae Smith
V8
Otis Smith
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

BALOWIN COUNTY, ALABAWMA
IN EQUITY

BILL OF (COMPLAINT




Printed -by The Baldwin: Times

8550 REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACATION

- o ~ CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.
~ STATE OF ALABAMA. } SR !
Lo -B.AL:DWIB? coqurTY B  No. Term, 194
Frankie Mae Smith o E . Complainant—
. - VS. :

Otis Smi't}l.,_ :_, Defendant

To R. 8. Duck

, Register

In the above stated cause gBerer P onle Xl R HIpRITH

evidence having been taken, and the cause being ready for submission for final decree, and no

H. E. Smith

defense having been interposed, the Complainant, by

Solicitors of record, now files with the Register of this

Court this written request to deliver the papers in this cause to the Judge for final decree in vaca-

tion.

Solicitor for Complainant.




8581. NO’I‘E OF TESTIMONY . Moorse Printing Co,
¥

| THE STATE OF ALABAMA,

- g Sn t
FPrankis Mse Smith BALDWIN COUNTY

V3.

Otis Swith IN EQUITY )

> CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

T'his cause is submitted in behalf of Complainant upon the ‘ariginal Bill of Complaint,
answer and walver of respondent, and oral depositions of

witnesses on behalf of complainant, nemely: Frankie Maze Smith

and Dalsy ¥ae Gllberi.

and in behalf of Defendant upon answer and waiver,

<~ A *\ _ Register,



Printed .by The Baldwin' Tiraes

8550 REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACATION

~ STATE OF ALABAM Al ~ CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.
- BALDWIN COUNTY Mo - |

Term, 194__—

Frankie Vae Smith

, Complainan?c
Vs .

0tls Smith.

j., Defendant—— -

T R. 8. Duek ! , Register

In the above stated cause grewrrs Pra o xie XX R AR IREH

evidence having been taken, and the cause being ready for submission for final decree, and no

H. E. Bmith

defense having been interposed, the Complainant, by

Solicitors of record, now files with the Register of this
Coourt this written request to deliver the papers in this cause to the Judge for final decree in vaca-
tion.

" Solicitor for Complainant.




8581, NOTE OF TESTII&&ONY . . Moors Printing Co.
- - 5

| THE STATE OF ALABAMA,

s - - m t
Frenkie Wee. Smi }fl - BALDWIN COUNTY

VS,

Otiszsmith IN EQUITY .

¢ CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

This cause is submitted in behalf of Coﬁlplainant upon the original Bill of Complaint,
answer and walver of respondent, snd oral depositions of

witnesses on behalf of complainant, nsmely: Frankie ¥Mae Smith

and Dalsy Mae (Gilbsrt.

and in behalf of Defendant upon answer and walver.

-PQU/&:CQJJL&J
<- *\__ Register.



QRAL DEPOSITION BT-15M-12-40

'THE STATE OF ALABAMA Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama,
Baldwin County ‘ (In Equity)
Prenkde Hae Smith ‘ COMPLAINANT
VS,
Otis Smith RESPONDENT
R. 3. Duck

L

as Register and Commissioner

Frankie Mae Smith snd Dalsy Mae

have called and caused to come before me

Gilbert

7th October

witness-©2_ named in the requirement for Oral Examination, on the— == day of
194 2 , at the office of myse?!.f
in B2y Minette , Alabama, and having first sworn said witness—£8 {o speak the

4 Frenkie Mse Smith

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the sai

doth depose and say as follows:

¥y name is Frankie Mee Smith and I am the complainant in this cause
-for divorce agsinst Otis Smith.. T am now and have been for more
than cne yearr next preceding the filing of the ®11l of complaind in
this cause & bona fide resident of Raldwin County, Alabama, and the
respondent is alsc a resident of Baldwin County, Alabema. T am over
the age of eighteen years and the respondent 1s over the age of
twenty-one years.

T and the respondent were lawfully married %o each other on June 17,
1043, by-a Justice of the Pezce at Iucedale, Mississippl, and 1lived

" togebther as men and wife until September 4, 1943.

on said last date of September 4, 1943, the respondent commitigd
actual violence on my person atbtended with denger to my life or
hedlth by striking me with his hand or f£fist and threatening and
abusing me, and there being reasonable apprehension of further acts

of such violence, I for my safety refused to live further with him.
Several other acts of such vidlence had previously occurred and he
being & man of ungovernable temper I feared for my life or health.

T 2nd the respondent have not lived together as men and wife or other-
wise since said date of September 4, 1945. . , .

After our marriage the respondent drank beer and intoxicating ligquors
very frequently and often and continually quarreled at and threatened
me. He 2lso ren around with other women and men and did not stay

&t home with me much. I couldn't say anything %o him about it for

1f T did he became violently angry. I put up with it a2s long as I
could and when the above last occasion occurred I had To go home to
my mother and father and have not 1ived with him since, as I am afraid

1Mo, ‘ ‘ :
§§ ggidén name was Prankie Mae Gilbert and I would like %o have it

restored to me. _ f . ' '




ORAL EXAMINATION BT-16M-12-40

I R. S. Duck as Register and Commissioner hereby certify

E

that the foregoing deposition on Oral Examination was taken down in writing by me in the words of

the witness €8 and read over to Ch&m_ and —they  signed the same in the presence of my-
H. E. Smith, Solicitor for Complainant

self and

at the'tims and place here_n mentmned that I have personaL Knowledge of personal 1dent1ty of said

‘ -~

Witnessﬂ or had. proof made before me of the 1dent1ty of sa1d. Wltness es that I am, not of

counsel or. o:E km to any of the partles to sald cause, or any manner .mterested 111 the result thereof

'I enclose th'e said O'ral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court.

. Given undermy" hand and: seal, thig~- . day of OctOber = 194 3.
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And Deisy Mae Gilbert, after having been first by me duly
sworn, testified, as a witness in behalf of complainan®, in
substance as follows:

: My neme is Daisy Mze Gilbert. T am over the age of twenty-

one years, am a resident of Bay Minette, Baldwin County, Alabamsa,
ard sm the mother of the complainent, Frenkie Mae Smith. T have
resd over the testimony of the complaineant and kmow that it is
211 substentially true.  They have not lived together as man and
wife or otherwise since September 4, 1943, as she came back to
our houge to live.

T know that the respondent drank -intoxicating liguor to
excess and made @ hablt of that for I have seen him drunk. He
ran around a great deal with other men and women and did not
treat her in any way as a dubtiful husband should. They stayed
a2t my house for about three weeks during August of this year and
1t was nearly always one or two o'clock in the morning before he
- would come. He was always very quarrelsome and .threatening when
" hs did come. After this they moved %o themselves and he
continued to mistreat. All of this injured her health bto a great
extent, and after September 4, 1043, we were afrald for her to
go back around him as we apprehended that he would either seriously
hurt her or that she would be & nervous TIPS CKa :

, ‘ dig;éﬁij.hw}ta iﬁxgﬁé&bﬁz?’
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