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THE STATE OF ALABAMA, BALDWIN CCUNTY

CIRCUIT COURT. IN EQUITY

, Compiainant

, Respondent

f Complaint, Decree Pro Cenfesso on

and Testimbny 2s noted by the Register, and upon ¢on-
sideration thereof, the Court is of the opinion that the Complainant is entitled to the relief prayved for in
said hill, .

it is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony heretofore

existing between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby, dissolved, and that the said

mma Loulse Bethez

1s forever divorced from the

ethez

.. for and en account of

5TUTIITYIT T

5 T 7 e 3 4% . - "
1S nereny awarded the control

wwe mwiner children, Jackie louis Vivian

it is further ordered, adjudged and decrecd that neither party to this suit shall again marry except

to each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is teken within sixty

days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said appeal.

It Is further ordered that the Complainant and Respondent be, and they are hereby permitted to

again coutract marriage upon the payment of the cost of this suir.

It is farther ordered that

——Day the cost herein to be taxed, for which execution may issue,

day fd E;-—"»A-«-tdz.a?/ ) 192__,’_'34

- P e
Stided ST )Ty

e Judge CITTE oA, I Bguity) s

. Register of the Cireunit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the fore-
going is a correct copy of the original decree rencered by the Judge
of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said decree
s on file and enrolled in my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the dayv

s 19.___

Register of Circuit Court, In Equity.
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PHE STALT O ALABAMA

BALDWIN COUNTY

In Circuit Court, ln Equity |

FMEA LOUTSE ARTHEA

Complainant
V.

. .,“_.__:‘:\h

LOUIS JAYES BETIRA

Respondent

DIVORCE DECREE
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8581, NOTE OF TESTIMONY'

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
Baldwin County

vs. -

1]

Louis James Delthes :

IN EQUITY

: SR — - Circuit Coturt of Baldwin Couniy

’

This cause is submrhted in behalf of Complamt upon the ongmal Bill of Complama,
“testimony of BEmma loulse Rethea-and Carrie-Williams-

AL Ao

i S o ’!c=
L b A A
Register,




THE STATE OF ALABAMA
- Baldwin Couniy

IN EQUITY
Circuit Court of Baldwin County

Itmera Louise Bethea

© s

Louis dames Pethea

'NOTE OF TESTIMONY

‘j,« A*ﬁzﬁ{j‘ . 5

Filed .in' Open Counrt t_his -

Reglster

Printed bs the llqldwlgr"l‘lmos




| SUMMONS Form 1531-3 MeQuiddy Printing Co., Nashville, Tenn.

The State of Aiabama, Z@WM;.._-_-COHHW

IN CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

: To any Shenﬁ of the State of AIabama——Greehng.

: You are hereby '3

manded‘to su

‘to aPpear and answer, plead, or demur; within thirty days trom the service kereof, to 2 Bill of Com-
plamt filed in 5& Clrcmt Court, in eq yr said County of said %‘,

-again;gt %M»—% P K et R, /cg;}-/ UL

Witness this ..., 4.%! . day of “’77@-—-‘ o ,18.9745
: Jf/"/&d—z '*?M , Register.

.(Defendant is ent;tled to a copy of the bill or application to Register.) Code 1922-652826529 |




COMMISSION TO TAXE DEPOSITIONS

THE STATE OF ALABAMA.

Baldwin County. CIRCUIT COURT

TO: ~velyn Tatiz

KNOW YE: that, x‘fve, having full faith 1n your prudence and compé’tency, have appointed you

Commissioner, and by these presents do authorize you, at such time and place as you may appoint,

=1

. sz Toed Rathaa F1gpmmsm 3773 8 ma
to call before you and examine mmE Loulse EBeinea and Carrie Williams

1

as witnesses in behalf of ~ O 2L NANT in a cause pending in our

~

Circuit Court in Baldwin County, of said State, wherein

= - - )
Luma Lowvlise metnea

, Complainant__

]

and __Louls James Rethea

Respondent__

- pea oy

roma Tonise Pothes snd Oaveis Williamg

on oath, to be by you ‘administered, upon
to take and certify the deposition S of the witness€E and return the same to our Court, with all

convenient speed, under your hand.

[ ;?‘5';_ 6{/’e
Witness M day of . :“iv: /’/E/ r e oa—— e —— 195“’*5' .
No-o
aka 5\51 s A
/ k Register.

Commissioner’s Fee, §

Witness' Fees, $




No

pu———

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
Baldwin County '

puarmaa————

CIRCUIT COURT

[ e e e

Timma Touise Dethea

. kwma jouise PELISS o

Complainant— ;

VS,

PR

Defendant—

I ———

COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION

St i

COMMISSIONER

Ity

WITNESSES:

Louis James Pethea =~



ORAL DEPOSITION

Printed by Moore Printing Ce.

The State of Alabama,

Baldwin County.
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“Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama
(In Equity)
Bethea

Louise Complainant

Tethea

Evelyn g

Respondent
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ORAL EXAMINATION

Tvelvn Yath . . .
I, LVeLTn LaS , a5 Register and Commissioner hereby certify
that the foregoing depositionS..on Oral Examination was taken down by me in writing in the words

of the witnessES ___and read over to._ %€M __and_.__thEY _signed the same in the presence of myself

and Harry . Jitars T

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of personal identity of said wit-

kin to any of the parties to said cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof.

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court.

. . - 1 :
Given under my hand and seal, this_. 2% ______ day of ZECTUATY , 1824 |
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 SUMMONS . _ Form 15313 McQuiddy Printing Co., Nashville, Tenn.

The State of Alabama,.. _ @W.---Goanw

IN GIRGUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

: To any Shen& of the State of AEaBama—Greetmg :

You are heretz?manded to s

‘to-appear and answer, plead, or demur, within thirty days trom the service hereof, to a Bili of Com-"

_-Plalnt filed in said Circuit Court, in eguity, for said County of said State ‘ﬂg ;
S W% &%W W =Y N
‘against A I b Oat” B, P

EHerem £ail not. Due retum make of this writ as the law directs.
‘Witness this .. A %‘--_._ . day of LY e Dot . , 19577

_/‘(/éﬁ-—z...ﬁ\ ’M, Regisfer.

.;(Defgnda'nt- is entitled to a copy of the bill on application toit egister.) Code 1929-6528-6529
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EMA LOUISE EETEEL i
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LEWIS JAVES EETHEA {
Ty ﬁ'\ ‘}’
RESPCID 4

5 HOWORAELE H. M. HALL, Judge of the Circuit Court of Baldwin County,

respectfully revresents and

shows unte Your Fonor:

That your Complainant is over the zge of tweniy-one years and is a

nzs Teen a bhona fide resident

jo R
”S

resident citizen of said Stzte ard County, and
citizen of said state for more than one vear next wreceding the filing of

this bill of complaint; that Lewis James Bethea is over the age of twenty-

one year next precedin
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That your Complainant and Resvondent were lawiully married on o

r aboul
te-wit: March 12, 1949, at Lucedale, Kississipoi,
3.
cur Complainant avers and cha id en
or about 13th day of September, knife

and many times pricr therebto assax alted,
beat, hit aznd siruck youwr Complainant; that said Fespondent hag commited
zetual viclence on her nerson atiended with canger to her health and 1ife.
The Complainant avers and charges that the Reshondent has made numercus
threats of cdoing her physical harm and from his manner and conduct toward

ber she 1s reasonably convinced that he,willucommitwan%actua1~vioience~upon

her persen, attended with danger %o her 1life and health,

Your Complainant further revresenis and shows wnto your Honor that

there was bern to the uwnien of

74

Pethea, a2 gir] three years old

cld; that your Comnlainznt has

two children all of their lives

which time the Resnondent dig oy trickery obtzin pessession of Jackie Lovise

Bethea by telling your Comnlzinant he wanted 4 have the child
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e T

for 2 week end at Flomaton, Alzbama, The Aespondent has not teo this day
returned the child to its mether's home.

g
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7

hat your Complzinant further revresents unte Your

L

ig a Tit and proper person te have the care, control and custody of these

S ftwo IEROT: P"'“arenywwnan Sheis-residing with-her mothery Ca

Fy

of Loxley, Alabama, and that this is a suitable and it home in which a

I.J

6hr1 tian twos here prevails; that your Cojplainant is bolh physical
and financizlly able to meinteain the children herein invelved.

6.

Your Complsinant further reoresents and shows unto four Hener that

the Resoondent is not & it and oroper person to have the care, control
zrd custedy of these children; that he has meny times left the children

in the cusiody of your Complainant for Lnusua?lv cng pericds of time

ané thet his contributions tc the surpert and minteneance of these

e moves aboub from place te place

To the end that equity may be had in the premises your Complainant
orays that Lewls James Eethea be made a pariy Respondent oto this bill
of complaint and that service be verfected cn him ané that he e reguired

ead, answer or cemux to the within 2111 of complaint within the time

and under the penalties orescribed by the laws and rules of this honcrable

FRAYER TOR RELIEFT

] 1

Premises considered, your Complainant zsrays that on a2 final hearing
of this cause that Your Honor will meke and enter 2 decres forever c*vc“clnr_
ﬁér from the said lewis James Bethea for an on accouﬁt of his cruelty and
that she will be awarced 2 full and absclule diverce. Your Complzinant
prays that Your Honor award the care, contrel and custody of the minor

— -

hildren, Jackie Louise Zethea and Vivian Lecuise EBether, itc her; Com

Q

plainant prays for all other, Further and different reliel to which sh

- -

may be entitled, vremises considered,

e ), 075,
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Received in Eherijl’s Cffice
this/.,.,,day of(//“/’y, 1055
TAYLOR WILKIEZ, Shonff

u"/?i'\ ol _@ ”_Qﬂ‘fzi‘)f/"\

s bennd ooy county wiicr Dlcon gonye
"
Yoo f

gy ap op i, o
i SRITAG R L H 0 SR 18
¥

O W

- T
N S Bepuey Shenf

] oo o 3 .
< e ) 4hv“Wﬁf57""~/fz;{q

| EMVATLOUISE BETHEA

COMPLATNANT

(&)
W

IEVIS JANES BETHEA

RESPONDENT
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EMMA LOUISE BETHRA
COMPLA THAHT
VS
LEWIS JANES BETHEA

RES PONDENT
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RECORDED
CENMA I,OUISIE}_ BETHRA
COMPLAINANT

Vs

LEGLS JAMES PETHEA

RESPONDENT

ORDER OF PUBLICATION DY
THE REGLSTER .




8601. Motion For Decree Pro Confesso on Publication. B.T.-10-46-200

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, CIRCUIT COURT IN EQUITY

Baldwin County No. , Term, 19—

Zmma _Louise Rethea

Complainant —
Vs.
Louls James Bethea Defendant;__
-.Motion is-hereby made for_ a Decree Pro Confesso against =
louis dJames Rethea Defendant.

in the annexed stated cause, on the ground that more than thirty days have elapsed since the perfec-
tion of publication was made under the order of this Court; and it having been shown by due proof to
the Court that said Defendant is a non-resident of the State of Alabama, and has failed to answer,

plead or demur to the Bill in this cause, to the date hereof

This m——j-u’//—-———-- day of /;‘//%’—"7 QlL__

746 Code = /'M :) / LL «m” N . Solicitor.
= a4




Page

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY :

CIRCUIT, QWA TN EQUITY

Fmma Jouise Bethe

Complainant.

Vs.

ILouis Yames Bethea

Defendant

Motion for Decree Pro Confesso
On Publication

I}
Filed — 2 =/ 7

, 198247

C . '
Ay do w/\/ A fogt. C!’ﬁ{;

/ ) Register,
: .
Recorded in Record
Vol. Page
Register.

The Baldwin Times, Bay Mlnette, Ala.




Decree Pro Confesso of Publication.

THE STATE OF-ALABAMA,} CIRCUIT CQOURT, IN EQUITY
BALDWIN COUNTY
No. , Term, 19—
Emma Louise Bethesz Complainant—--
Vs,
Louis Jdames Bethea

In this cause it appears to the Register

Defendant
ce J, Duck
heretofore made in this cause,

that the order of publication

Deceamber
day of x> =

was published for four consecutive weeks, commencing on the SLtn
.19 5L . in the- Balé’:‘rin Tq“ﬂes : a newspaper published
in Bay Minette , Alabama, that a copy of said order was posted atthe Court House door
in Faldwin County. on the L7th day of Dec. 195k
and
And it now further appearing to the Register siice J. uck . that the said
Louls James Bethea

having, to the date hereof, failed to demur. plezd to, or answer the Biil of Complaint in this cause, itis

now, therefore, on motion of Complainant— ., ordered and decreed by the Register

Aiice
Jao Thiok that the Bill of Complaint in this cause be, and it hereby is in all things taken as
confessed against the said Louis James Bethea
> . .
This— &9 7o day of 583{'%?‘-” 1954
A = /! //
N N~ .
f"' af//,/’f% __('L";jﬁ/? L A/O: kS REQ[S&EI’.
- iy
{ e
N




T

Nok—-—wﬁw_—- Page——

The State of Alabama,

BALDWIN COUNTY

Louls dJdames Bethea

Decrée. Pro Confesso of Publication

Issued —. 19474

219
—— ‘é/ ﬁ«:*é;:
/

i’n,ﬂ/iwﬁ,‘,{",»m%ﬁr

Register.
[
Recorded in Record
Yol Page
Registér.

{ Moore I'rinling Co. Bay Minastte, Aln.




EMMA LOUISE BETHEA -
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
COMPLA TNAKT
BALIGIN COUNTY, ILSBAMA,
Vs
IN EQUITY
1EWIS JAMES BETHEA

W RN AT AT RO

HESPOMDENT
O OTHE HONORAELE H; ¥. HALL, Judge of the Cireuit Court of Baldwin County,
Alabame, Sitting in Bquityr

Your ﬁemglainént, Tmma Louise Bethea, respectfully represents and
shows unto Your Honor: -
1e-

That your Complainant is over the age of twenty~one years and is a
resident citizen of said State and Coiinty, and has Peen a bona fide residént
aitizéﬁ_af said state for more than one year next preceding the filing of
this bill of eompléint; that Lewis James Bethea is over the age of twenty-
one yéars and a resident citizen of the State of Alabama, for mere than
ong year next preceding the Liling of the hill of c@mplaintt

2q

That your Complainant and Respohdent were lawfully mrried on or abonut

tow-wit: March 12, 1949, at Lucedele, Mississippi.
Se

Your Complainant avers and charges that the said Respeondent did on
or aboub 18th day of September, 1993, threatensd to kill her with z knife
which he had :r_a his hand and dpened, Hnd many times prior thereto assaulbed,
béét, hit and struck your Complainanty that said Bespondent has commited
actual viclence on her person atbtended with danger to her health and 1ife,
The ﬂomplainant avers and charges tlai the Heshendent has mude numsrous
threats of doing her physical harm and from his wamner and conduct toward
her she is reasonably convinced that he will eommit an actual violence upon
her persen, attended with danger to her 1ife and healtlh,

L.

Your Gomplainant further represents and shows untoc your Honer that
there was born to the union of this marriage two children; Jackie Loulse
Bethea, a gir] three years nld and Vivian Louise Rethea, a girl one wvear
old; that your Complainant has had the custody, contrel and care of these
twe children all of their lives until on to-wit, September 10, 1953, at
which time the Respondenmt did by trickery obtain possession of Jackie Louise

Bethea by telliing your Complainant he wanted to have the child visit him



Y
P

for a week end at Flomaten, Alabama. The Hespendent hag nob to this day
returned the chiid to its metherts home.
5

That your Complainant further represents mbio Your Homor that she
is & fit and proper person bo have the care, contrel and custody of these
two miner children; that t.he is residing with her mother, Carrie Williams
of Loxley, Alabama, and that this is a suitable and it howe in which a
G&Erlstaan atmﬁsahﬁra prevails; that jﬁhr Cofpiainant is both physical

(‘d

aid financially able te maintain the ®hildren herein invelved,
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= fﬁur G@m@lalnami further reprage its and shows unic curlﬂbﬁer:thaﬂ?

the Qgﬁwa;éerﬁ‘lsd;ot a fit and proaer nerson to have the nara, cuntr&i
e i Qp T
and custcdy'o¢ these children; that he has many-tlmes left the chzlarsn

in thé‘custady of yeur Complainant for unusually long periods og&timﬁ"

and that his contributioms o the support and maintenanee eﬁ these
ehildren has been negligible; that he moves aboul from.placé %o placs
and dees not keep a job for more than 2 few days at a bHime,
PRAYER FOR PHODESS
To the end that egquity may be had in the prewmises your Complainant
prays thal lewis James Bethea be made a pariy Respondent obo this bill
of complaint and that éerviae be perfected on him and that he be reguired
to plead, snswer or demwr to the within b1l of complaint within the tinme
ang under the penaliies preseribed by the laws and rules of this Honcrable
Court, | ‘
PHAYER FOR RELIEF
Premises considered, your Compiainanit prays that on 2 final hearing
of this cause that Your Hener will make and enler a deaﬁee forever diveorsing
her from the said Lewis James Eethea for an on sccount of his cruelty and
that she will be awarded a full and absaluﬁ& divorce, Your Complainant
prays that Youwr Honor award the cars, cantrgl and custody of the miner
children, Jackie loulse Bethea and Vivien Louise Bether, to her; Come
plainant prays for all other, further and different relief %o which she
may be enititled, premises considered.

WILTERS & EBEANTLE
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¥ Eespondent - ]
- Done: in office, th:s 1411’1 du}‘ of Dec [
J2953: -

TIMMY FAULENER
PUBLISHER

EWE : HEA bst
In* 'Ehe ercuzt ‘Court."of Baldwin' County,
.- Algbama, o Eequi

. quity
' ORDER QF: PUBLICATION BY THE )

- REGISTER 1.0

| In ﬁus cause, it appearing {o the Re-'
“gigter’ from the- afhdmn “of» Emma - Louise:
i that the Tesi-

“Bethed,. thd Compl
dence’ und’pos% office: addrass of the Hes-
pnnden’: Lowis 'Jarhes- Betheq, ore un-
known  cnd - fusther -thai ir . iHe belief

ed' by ~the Registér-that pubxcc:tlon e

‘co:-rlplcm‘.t in this, canse by the
"gy D'f Icmuury, 1953 on,.m defatlt

ALIGE I Df CIC
’ Register .
Wﬂie:s & '.Brmﬂery :

‘ sohcxtors for. Complcunant o ’ 48—4tc

 of “the: gffiant! the- Respondent is-over iHe.
cge Of twenty-ong, it is therefore Order.

‘tade ofce o wesk “for. four consecmwe.
{ weeks in The- Baldwin Times, ' a- news:
] ] s Buldwm Count'y' Ao

" BAY MINET

E;"ALABAMA

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

SETATE OF ALABAMA,
BALDWIN COUNTY.

R G N » = L being duly sworn, depeses and says

that he is memcﬁ THE BALDWIN TIMES, a Weckly Newspaper pub-
lished at Bay dwin County, Alabama; that the notice hereto attached of

Loy SJL_,MAJ BoTlhe.

COST STATEMENT f 4

L 97
/42  wWomrDS @ 6 Pcents.. . g /7

¥

I hereby certify this it carrect, due and unpald (paidy.

AL %mm%ﬁ

Pgié IT ]

was published in said newspaper for s consecuiive weeks in the following issues:

/@-’Vc_, - / 7
AR . 2 ©
JAFEI 5 /

Date of 1st publication .

195_3 Vol.b U Nolt ¢

Date of 2nd puhlication 1953 Vol b ¢ No. 7

1053 Vol b ¥ Nosb o

Date of 3rd publication

Daté of 4th publication

195 Vol.ip¢ No_h\g_/

3

Subscribed and sworn before the undersigned thisiday ef% 195_ %<

Lo g Zpey  Iracte

2 //%W%/

) , iy
Wotary Public, Ba&l)ﬂwm County.
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