DIVORCE DECREE " Printed by The Baldwin Times, RBay Diisetie, Alg.

The State Of Alabama, Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

FANNIE WERCHANT

(‘o%riplainanf
V3
JIM MERCHANT

Respondent

This cause coming on to be heard was submitted upon Bill of Complaint, Decress Pro Confesso

_on..enswer end waiver of Respondent ... id Testimorny as noted by the Register,and upon
* congsideration thereof, the Court is of the opiniot the Complainant is'entitled to the relief prayed
for tsald BHL e S e R R e s
Itis theréfof_é cﬁ:dered, adjudged and decreed byff..the; Court that the bonds of matrimony here-
tofore jexisting between the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby, disolved,
and that the said— FANNIE MERCHANT
is foreveri.- divorced from the said

SIM KMERCEANT

for and on account of cruelty

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry
except to each other until sixty days after the rendifion of this decree, and that if appeal is taken
within sixty days, neither party shall again marry except to each other during the pendency of said
appeal.

It is further ordered that-Fenpie Merghen:

be, andibeg are hereby permitted to again contract marriage upon the payment of the cost of
this suit.

It is further ordered that Jim Merchant

the B88 pondant

pay the cost herein to be taxed, for which execution may issue.

This 5 day of 4N z
v 7

Judge Ccu?t Co

, Register of the Circuit

Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said
deeree is on file and enrolled in my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the.
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The State Of Alabama |
' Baldwin County @ - %

| In t.oﬂ.: Oosz_w_,_ In NQ&QW

Respondent, ”..

~DIVORCE DECREE.




FANNIE MEZBCHANT
‘ COMPLAINANT - - IN THE CIRTCULT COURT OF

R BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
IN EQUITY.

- JIM WERCHANTj,

| “BESPONDENT

gt it S NP St Vb bl Mgt Tt W’

And now comes théjmespondent, Jim.Merchant, in his
own, proper perscn snd eccepts service of the summons and complaint
in this ceuses. |

The Respondent denies each end every allegetion contﬁined
in Complainantts bill of complaiﬁt, and demends strict proof of seme.
| The Eespondent weives notice of the time of teking testimony
cn behalf of Complainent, the right to oross axamine Complainant’s
witnesses, end agrees that this_causerbe sﬁhmitted forthwith for

finel decree, without further notica.

WETNESS :

Eriice. 2.0
|

—
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STATE OF ALABAMAE
BALDWIN COUHTY.

T0 ANY SHERIFF OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA -~ GREETING:

WE COMMAND YOU, thet you summon JIM MERCHANT to be end eppeer
‘before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Beldwin County, Alsbame, exerclsing
Chancery Jurisdicticn within sixty deys after the service of»the summons, and
there to answer, plead or demur without cath to = bill of Complaint, lately ex=
hibited by FANNIE MERCHANT egainst the seid Jim Merchsnt, and Further to do end-
perform what the sald Judge shell order esnd direct in that behalf, and this the
Bespondent shall in no wise omit, under- penalty, eto. And we further command
thet you retarn this writ with your execution thereon, to our said Court immediately
upon the execution thereof. .

WITNESS, B. 5. DUCK, Begister of said Cirouit Court, this(j_c+’ day

of Sepbember, 1943, (M

Replater.

FANNIE MERCHANT
IN THE CITRCUIT COURT OF

)
COMPLATNANT )
) BALDWIN COUNTY, Alabama
VS ) :

) IN EQUITY.

JIM MERCHANT )
;}: .
7/

RESPONDENT.

TC HWORABLE ¥. W, HARE, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT fGO@T OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA,
IV EQUITY:

Now comes your Complainent, FANNIE MERCHANT, and humbly compleining
ageinst the Respondent, Jim Merchant, respse‘t-full;r represents snd shows unto your
Henor snd this Hororeble Court as followss

| ile

Thet your Compleinent and the Eeapondeni; are both over twenf.y cie
years of age, énd ere bone fide residents of Baldwin County, Alebems, end have been for
more than three s,reare next preceding the filing of this bill of Compleint;

| Ze |

_Ths;t they were marri-ed. at Bey Minette, in Baldwin County, Alabeme,
on Mereh 15th, 1922, and lived tegether as hgsbanci and wife in Beldwin c"‘omlty,
Alebama, until in Januery, 1943.

3
Thet on, to-wit, Janwery l0th, 1843, and at various ﬁimes prior therete,

L .

the Respondent cui'sed, threstened, and sbused the Complainent end often threatened to

s ———



1

do viclence to her person which wowld nééess&rily endanper her life and health;
that the conduet of The respondent wes such as to give the Complsinant evary _
reaéonable apprehensionto believe, end she did sctually believe, that if she
eontinued te live with him.hE‘ﬁauld do furﬁher‘viclence ﬁo'her porson which would

necessarily eadanger her life end héalth.
PRAYER FOR PROCESS,

- Wherefore, the premises gansiderad, your Compleinant prafs
that your Honor will, by proper process, meke the said Jim Merchent perty
respondent to this Bill of Compleint, reqﬁiring him to pleed, snswer or demur
to the seme within the time end under the pemalties presecribed by lew and the
practics of this Honorable Court.

Complainant further preys thet upon & final heering hereéf
your Honor will give end grant unto hér en ebsolute decree of diverce, forever
barring the bonds of metrimony existing betwaeﬁ her and the Fespondant, srd
thet your Honor will glve and grsnt unte herlsuch othér, farther, different
end generel relief es she may be in.equiﬁy agd good sonsciencs entitled to -

- recgelve, and as in duby bound she ﬁill ever ﬁray. |

BEEEE & BALL

Soliecitors for Complainente
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REGORDL
FANNIE MERCHANT
COMPLAINANT
B

JIM MERCHANT,
RESPONDENT

ANSWER AND WAIVER OF RESPONDENT
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RECORDED

BANNIE MERCHANT :
. COMPLAINANT

Vs

JIM MERCHANT
RESPONDENT «
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ORAL DEPOSITION BT-15M-12-40

THE STATE OF ELABAMA Circuit Court of Balc;lwin County. Alabama,
Baldwin County (In Equity)
FANNIE MERCHANT COMPLAINANT
VEB.
JT MER T RESPONDENT
I, Bernice 8. Reid

as Register #nd Comumissioner

" pannie Merchant and Alice Reckerd

have ealled and caused to come before me

witness28 _ named in the requirement for Oral Examination, on the 4th_ day of September

Beecbe & Hall

1949 , at the office of
in __ Bay Minette, . Alabama, and having first sworn said witness—€8_ fo speak the

g _Fernie Merchant end hlice

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the sai

Reckerd : doth depose and say as follows:

My neme is Femnie Merchant. I live et Loxley, in Baldwin
County, Alabeme, and sm over twenty one years of age. I heve lived in Baldwin
County, Alebeme, for more then three years next preceding the filing of this bill
of compleint, in this cause. ST
The Respondent end I were married at Bay Minette, on Merch 15%th,
1922, and lived togehter es husband end wife in Beldwin County, slebems, until, on to-wit
January 10th, 1943. : :

’ Thet on, to-wit, Jenvery 10, 1943, the Respondent cursed, threatened
and ebused me, end often threetened to do violence to my person which would necessarily
endanger my life end health; that on one occasion the Respondent committed ectual
violence to me by hitting me with an ox-whip.

The conduct of the Bespondent is such as to render it ebsoluteliy
impossible for me to live with him &s his wife, and I have every reasonable apprehension
to believe, from his conduct thet he will carry out his threets and do further vioclence
to my person, which would necesserily endanger my life end hsalth.

We heve no children and no property, either real or personal.

_ Mlice Beckerd, a witness for Complainent, being first duly sworn,
deposes and seys; My nsme is Alice Rackerd. ‘T live st Bay Minette, Beldwin
County, &lebeme, snd I em personally scqueintéd with the Compleinent and the Respondent
in this cause. T have known them both Ffor more then twenty yeers, and heve had occasion
to be arbund them from time to time while they weére living together es husband end wife,
I know of my own personel knowledge that theéy could never get slong and that the
Respondent wes all the time cursing end abusing the Compleipint end on seversl occesions
when I have been with them he has tbrefitened to do violence to her which would necessarily
endanger her life sn@ heelth. I know of my own knowledge that the conditions were such
as to render it absolutely impossible for them te live together ss husbend and wife.
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CRAL EXAMINATION ‘ | BT-1%M-12-40

I, __Bernice 8. Reid as Register and Commissioner hereby certify

=1

that the foregoing deposition on Oral Examination was taken down in writing by me in the words of

the witness®€S  and read over to — PROM  ang they signed the same in the presence of my-

self and — H. M. Hall

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of personal identity‘:'.of_ said
witness €8 or had proof made before me of the identity of said witness €8 ; that I am not of
counsel or of kin to any of the parties to said cause, or any manner interested in the resulf thereof.

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court.

Given under my hand and seal, this—4th _ day ofSeptember 194 8
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. REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACATION l . . Frinted by The Baldwin Times

State of Alabama, ‘ |
Baldwin County. }NO'_— ' = TERM, 194

FANNIE MERCEANT

Complainant—

V5.

JIM MERCHANT

Respondent—.

TO R. 5. DUCK, REGISTER:

In the above stated cause a— 2nswer and waiver

having been —filed by the Respondent, the Respondent—,

and evidence having been taken, and the cause being ready for submission for final decree, and

ne defense having been interposed, the complainant—, by Beebe & Hall ,

Solicitorf— of record, now files with the Register of this Court this written request to deliver the
papers in this cause to the Judge for final decree in vacation. ~ BEEBE & HALL

BY .;(4«.;44&—

Solicitor— for Complaintant—.




__FANNIE MERCHANT

Complainant—.

V8.

JIM MERCHANT

Respondent- .

. Bequest For Decree In Vacation

. Filed M Le —er 104>

: Register

[.
i
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§581. NOTE OF TESTIMONY _ _ Moors Printing Co.

FANNTE MERCHANT

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,

COMPLATNANT e
- ; : BALDWIN COUNTY
VS. ' ,
‘ IN EQUITY
JIM MERCHANT
' RESPONDENT ' CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complainant upon the or1g1nal Bili of Complaint,

snswer end waiver of fespondent, and testimony of complainent's witnesses,

and in behalf of Defendant upon

Register.
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RECOR i

No.g?i

The State of Alabama,

BAILDWIN COUNTY

IN EQUITY

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

FANNIE MERCHANT

COMPTAIRANT.

VS.

JIM MERCHANT

RESPONDENT .

NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Filed iilﬁ()(pZiour‘t this (5? ot/ :
Iy P .
day of-> M 1947

A4

Register,

Moore Printing Co.



