DIVORCE DECEEE " Printed by The Baldwin Times, Bay Mizetts, Ala.

The State Of Alabama, Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY

LAURA BELLE HORTON

)

(>

JOHN BUNYAN HORTON Repondent

Complainant

£
foF

- It.ds therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the ‘Court that the bonds of matrimony here-
tofore existing' belween the Complainant and Defendant be, and the same are hereby, disolved,

anid that thesaid Lawgy a B.e ] Ig'-l._.e _Horiton
is forever divorced from the said :

JOHN Bu a_y;g;ﬁ Hortaon

.if'Or'é and o_rj.x_ ei_écéfmf of-adulfery

any reasonable daylight hour.
It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that neither party to this suit shali again 'marry
except to cach other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is taken

within sixty days, neither party shall again marry except to eacn other during the pendency of said
appeal.

It is further ordered that-—.Roth parties

be, and—ape-~-hereby permitted to again contract marriage upon the payment of the cost of
this suit. . :

It is further ordered that

—pay the cost herein to be téxed, for which execution may issue.

19043,

_ Juage direuit Court, in Equity., .

L AR o beg 4t 8 . Buwock. : S , Register of the Circuit
Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree rendered by the

Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said
decree is on file and enrolled in my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the day

BEeptembe.rx 1933,

Register of Circuit Court, in Equity.
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8581, NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Maoore Printing Co,

.

Laura Bells Hortone

| THE STATE OF ALABAMA,

BALEPWIN COUNTY

VA,

Jdohn Funyan Horhone

IN EQUITY

> CIRCUIT COURT OF BAILDWIN COUNTY

This canse is submitteg in hehalf of Co

mplainant npon fhe original Bill of.Compiaint, —_

-_gad_tgmg%w Horton.

and in behali of Defendant npon

I

Anaswer asnd walver,

m ‘.,\l R/ A Register.




To the
HOWORABLE F. W, HARE, |
JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
IN EQUITY: ,

Gomes;LAﬁRA BRELLE HDRrGﬁ, and by this her Bill of
Complaint yresented agalnbt JOHN BUQYAﬂ E@RTQE shows:

PIRST: That she and the defendant abovs named are over the
agé of twenty-one ysars and sre now and have besn for their life-
times, bona fide residents of Beldwin County. That they were mae-
ried in Bay Minette on or about May 2nd, 1928 and have lived to-
gether as husband and wife in or near Fairhope up to within a
few months prier to the filing of this bill. |
| SECOND: That &8ixzchildren were ﬁﬁrﬁ of this mairiage of
whom five are now living, Mery Rebecca, aged elsven years, John
Bunyan, Jr, nine, Gavelle, eight, Anne Harise, fouf, all of
these now living with and cared for ‘hy thair father end an in-
fant daughter, Beverly Beth April Gaines Horton, now with Com-
plainant who is now living apar* from aeienéant in Mc¢bile.

THIRD: That within the past seven or eight months, and
poseibly prior to that time, the Dafendant hae been committing
scts of adultery,but with whom, where and when Complainant does

not know of her own knowledge, though she she has suspected

_ this for some time. Confirmation of her suspicions and the

ability to prove same is only recent, and since she has this,

she has not condoned said acts in any way bub is now living

‘separate and apart from Defendant. She now charges Defendant

. with adultery committed with women unknown to her at various

pleces mlong the vicinity of Fish River, East of Fairhope in
the months of December, January and February last, but the ex-
sact times and places She does not know of her own kncwleége,
THE PREMISES CONSIDERED, Complainant praye that seid
John Bunyan Horton be mede Defendant te this bill and by proper

‘notlce be required tp snswer same within the time prescribed by

.laﬁ &
COMPLAINANT FURTHER PRAYS, that on the hearing of thie

cause a decree be rendered, forever divorcing her from the sald

- -~

- -



John H, Horton, granting her the right to marry again should she
g0 desire, the sols custody of the infant davghter, Beverly Beth
April Gaines Sorton, the right to see and be visited by the four

older children and such other, further or different relief as to

Belicitor for Complainanst. 7 X

egqulty may ssem meet}



LAURSA BELLE HORTON

Gomplsinant
FEQUITY

vE. _ ' IE THE CIRCUIT QOURT

OF
JOHN BUNYAK HORTCHN

-BALDYIE COUNTY, ALA B
Defendant. : S

Comer JOEN BUNYAFE HORTON, Recpondent in the abovs
etyled cause, and for anewer %o the Bill of Complaint save he

denies each and every allegation of same.

Respondent hereby waives ser%ics and aétiee of
demand for oral examination of @empl&in&nﬁ*s.ﬁitnesses; of the
issue of commission %o take teetimony: of the time and Place set
for taking seme and of the right te introduce evidence in his
own behalf. He further agress that this cause may be sabmittgd
for finel dscres a2t any time on the pleading and Complainant's

evidence as noted by the Register.

;2%%922%5cxx4u1552¢’

Bespondant.

Before me, the undersigned Wotary, personally appearad
JOHK BUNYAN FORTON, who acknowlsdged that he exscuted the
foregoing answer voluntarily with knowledge of its contents.

Witness my hand and official seal this the 29%h day of

JE}.Ys 18435.

Notary Public,Paldwin County,Alabams.




LAUPA BELLZ HOHTOX, E 4Q U I T ¥.
Complainant,
: CIRCUIT QOURT OF
va

o : BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA
JOHN BUNYAY HORTOW, | o
Respondent.

LEUEA BELLE HORTON, J. E. BRADFCRD and
OR '

 DEFCSITICES
I \ OOMPLAINAFT.

] CF

WILLARD LAY, WITRESSES,

The said witnesses, being by me firet dily sworn, upon examina-—

tion by.the Solicitor for Complainant, testified ag follows:
LAURA EELLE EORTON,

I am the Complainant in this cmumss Both my husband and I are
over the age of twentv-one vears and natives of Baldwin County.
< am now working in Hobile but my husband 8t11l lives in Fairhope
where the four oldest children live with him. The voungest child,
an infant of three months, is with me, Ye were marrisd at Bay
Kinette on ApriT-80,T93D but bave lived in Fairhope up to last Febe
ruary when I left him and went to ¥obile, or rather Prichard, just
north of Hobile where I now lif¥e with some of my people.

For the last year my husband and I bave not gottsn on weil
together. We parted ssveral times and then went back together. This
last time I left him in Pebrusry 1943 and we have been apart ever
gince. It is omly recently that I have been able to gecure evidence
of my busbsnd's infidelity. ehich, however, I had strongly suspecihed
but since I have this I have not condoned this in any way. As may
be supposed, I do not know of this of my own knowledge but do not
hesitate to charge him with this on information and pelief.

To our marriege was born six children, the first of whom
dled in infancy. The children living are #¥ery Rebecca, aged eleven;
John Bunyan Jr, nine, Gabel ., eight, Ann Harie, four and the baby,
now with me, Beverly Beth 4pril Gaines Horton. I have agresed for my
husband to keep and care for the four older children, but want to
keep the baby with me and to have the right fo have the other chil-
dren with me when I want them for vieits. T am nos going back to my
husband but anm #illing for hiwm to have hinm ksepr and care for the
;older children. :

Wie Lara ol T



T O RTHA T [ S
£+ «E.fﬁi??‘&:ﬁz.

L I am & resident of Fairhope and have known J. B. Horton for

~a long time. I do not know anvibing of my own knowledge of his im-.

- FTober relations with women but I do know that several timss last
winter, about six or seven wmonths a2go, I bave sSsen him with a moman

- who 1g known teo be of loose character and ¥1th whom he was spparent-
1y on the best of terms. I have ssen him walking with her late in
‘thes evenings in lonely places and sseversl times saw he with him in
8 car on-a country side road seversl miles east of Fairhope a% night.
They were alone in the car ani apparently much interested in-sach'
other. I do not know what thev wers up te but have stronz suspicions

e A ,
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WILLARD LAY,

.1 1live nesr Fairhope and have known J.8B.Horton & long time.
‘#We  have been guite intimate together and have gone out tozeter
2 lot. We have gone with the same pirls and had some Pretty good
‘times together. Several times in the esarly part of the vear he
and I took a couple of girle out %o Fish River in a car. ¥e hag
a quiet place to go and when we would get there ons pair of us
would stay in the car and the other pair go down the river a 1it-
tle wave and stay & while, ther weuld come Bz=ck to the car for a
while. This was at night. Sonetimewm we would have something to
eal when we were back together again. The girls we took were two
widows and neither of them wes any too prudish. ¥e would have a
good tine and get back home abeut twelve or one o'clock that night.
¥hiles I do not know of my own knowlege that J.B, would have any
sexual intercourse with the gitl he want into the woode with, I
know that wes mhat we tock the girls there for and what they expect-
ed and do not think that they were dissppoinged. I have Xnown of hig
taking other gzirle out at night ip his car sand they would he girle
who wers out for a good time and who generally managed to get it.

Lopttnd Fg-

* L

I, Joseph Pose, acting as Commissioner by agreement of
parties in the sbove styled cause, hereby certify that I caused Lewra
B Horton,J.E.EBradford and Willard Lay, witnesses for Complainant to come
before this day in the Town of Fairhope, where: afier being au}y
geworn to tell the truth, upon exanmination by Gemp}ain&nt‘g Selic~
itor, they testified as is above written; that théér testimony,
after being reduced to writing, was read over and signed by fthem.
' - I further certify that I am not of counsel or of kin to
eilther party to the cause or in anvwise interested in the resunlt
thereotf, a L
' WITHZBE my hand and seal as Commissioner thi sixth &

of July, 1943. <j;21w4tey/ -
: Sommissioner,




No. 890, =

The State of Alabama,

BALDWIN COUNTY

IN EQUITY
CIRCUIT CQURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

_Laura Bells Horton,

V3.

LY

John Bunvan Horton.

NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Filed in Open Court this Gth

day of Sﬁg)tz T 1943
YRS

Mocre Printing Co.

Register,
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