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ESTELLE MCDONALD IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
COMPLAINANT
BALDWIN COUNTY, ATABAMA
S
<AMES W. MCDONALD Ik EQUITY
RESPOHDENT

FINAL  DECREE

This cause coming on to be heard was submitied upon the original
bill of compleint, Auswer and Walver of the Respondent, and agreement
entered into by and between the Complainant, and Respondent and Cora
Lee Payme, as to the custody, cars andoconirol of the minor child born
Yo the marriage between the Complainant and the Respondent.

The Court after considering the matier is of the opinion that the
Complainant is entitled to a2 divorce from the Respondent, and that Cora
Lee Payne, the maternal gramimother of James Kemneth McDonald, & minor
appreximately two years old is a suitable, fit and proper person to have
the care, custody and control of the said minor and that it is to the
best interest of the said minor child that he be placed in the custody
" of the seid Cora Lee Payne; that the parties have entered into z written
agreement that the sald Cora lee Payme have the custody, care and control
- of the said child, subject to visitation by the Complainant and the
Hespondent.

IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, by the Court, that
the bonds of matrimony heretofore existing between the Complainant and
the Respondent be, and the same are hereby, dissolved, and that the said

Estelle McDonald is forever divoerced from the said James W. McDonald for

“rzndUen aceount of crn@lﬁy.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECRESD that the minor child,
James Xenneth McDonald, be and hei'is hereby placed in the custedy of Cora
lee Payne subject to the further orders and decrees of this Court.

IT IS FURTHER CRDERED, ADJUDGED AXD DECREED that neither party to
£his sult shall agdin marry except to each other wmtil sixty days after

the rendition of this decree, and that if an appeal is taken within sixty




days neither party shall again marry except %o each other during the
pendency of said appeal.

IT IS FURTEER ORDERED that the Complainant and the Respondent be, and
tney are hereby permitted to combtract marriage upon the payment of the costs
of this suit.

IT IS FURTHER CRDERED that the Eespondent, James W. McDonald, pay the
~rceé£:hérein t0 be taxed, for which execution may issue.

This the 3rd day of August, 1950.

Telfair J. Mashburn, Jr.

Judge pf the Circuli Court of
Balduin County, Alabama, in Equity.

I, Alice J. Duck, Register of the Circuit Court of Baldwin County,
Alabama, de hereby certify that ihe foregoing is a correct copy of the
original decree rendered by the Judge of the Cireuit Court in the zbove
-stavea cause, which said decree is on file and enrolled in mg office.

Witness my hand and seal this the day of , 19

Eegister of Circuit Court, in Bouity
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RES PONDENT

This ceuse coming on te be hesrd was submitied upon the original
bill of Complaint, answer and “aiver of the Respondent, and asreement

entered inte by and between the Complainent, the Hespondent and Cora

Lee Payne, as Lo the custody., care and control ofthe mino 11¢ born
to the merriage belween the Complainant énd the‘uespondent.
The Ccurt after comsicdering the matier is of the cpinion that the
 Complainant is entitled to a divorce from the Respondent, and that Cora

Lee Payne, the malernal grandmother of James Xenneth McDonzld, a minor
thecare, custody and control of the said minor and that it is to the
best interest of the said minor child that he be placed in the custody

T the said Cora Lee Payne; that the parties have entered into a written

Q

agreement that the said Cora Lee Payne have the custody, care and control
of the said child, subject to visitatiom by *the Complainant and th

IT IS THEREFORE, CRDEEXD, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, by the Cowxi:, that
vhe bonds of matrimony heretofore existing between the Complainant and
the Responcent be, and the same are hereby, dissolved, and that the said

Estelle ¥cDonald is forever divorced from the said James ¥. ¥Yelonald
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for and on account of crueliy.
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Eermeth. licDonaid, be and he is hereby placed in the custody of Cora Lee

Payme subject fo the further orders and decrees of this court.

IT IS TURTHER ORDERED, ADJULGED ANDDECREED that neither party teo this
sult shall again marry except ¢ each other mniil sixty days afier the
rendition of this decree, and that if an appesl is itaken withih sixty davs

the pendency
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D, ADJULGED AND IECREED that the minor child, James



IS FURTHZR CRDZRED that the Complainant and the Respondent be,
. . .

and they are hereby permitied to contract marriage upon the payment

cf the custs of tnis suiil.

1T IS FURTHER C(RDERED thalt the Respondent, James W. McDonald, pay
the cest herein to he 1 i Thich Dion ma; ue.

cuit Ccarv of Soicmird
in Bouity.

Alice J. Duck, Register of the Citecuit Court of BaldwinCounty,
43s bawa, do hereby cer ‘fg that the foregoing is a correct copy of the
original decree rendered by the Judge of the Circuil Court in the above
stated cause, which said decree is on file and enrcliled in my office.
TWitness my hand and seal this th ey of S
125C.
Register of Lircuit Cour?, iIn fguity
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Estelle ielonzld -

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
Bcddwm County

Jarfhs ', jicDons . ' 5 :
SN R | IN EQUITY
' Circuit Court of Baldwin County

Thls cause is submltted in behalf of Complaint upon the original Bill of Complaint,

TTERSWer and waiver, _agreement bebtieen Istelle NeDondld, Jomes W, UcDonald
and Cora Lee Pa;;ne : Lestimony of Fstelle lelonald and Cora lee Payme .
and in behalf of Defendant upon “greement between Zstedle licTonald and Cora
lee Payne
i \ ~ 4 ~ ‘=
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RECORDED

NO. i I

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
- Baldwin County

IN EQUITY

~ Estelle McDonald .

\ Evs:':

Jdames W Melonald .

'NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Filed-‘.il.l Open Co':u:rt thkb I T T A

day-of i, 194

[H&hﬁ?

. JUN 2;;3 1850 Regist_ér.
A[H:EO I, “Ul;f}ir Rgg;s{;e, :

C’iréﬁit Court of Baldwin Cbuntj_ |




ORAL DEPOSITION Printed by the Baldwin Times, Bay Minette, Alabama,

THE STATE OF ALABAMA- } Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama

Baldwin County. {In Equity)

Tstelle el 3 .
Sstelle Melonald Complainant
VS,
James W, MeDonald Respondent
I Evelyn Watis
¥
as Hegistér and Commissioner
have called and caused to come before me Estelle Fc“onald and Cora Lee Payme

witness.£5 named in the Requirement for Oral Examination, on the 27 day of __June
194 50, at the office of Hubert I, Hall
in _Bay Minette, Ala,

_ , Alabama, and having first sworn said Witness
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said _ &stelle kcPonald
ané Corz Lee Payme

to speak the

doth depose and say as follows:

My name is Hstelle McDonald. I am the Complzinant in +he above
styled cause., I am a bonz fide resident of Baldwin County, Alabama,
and over eighteen years of zge.

The Respondent, James W, licDonald is av bona Fide resident of
Baldwin County, Alabama »_and over twenty-one years of age.

The Respondent and I married at Robertsdale, Alabama, on Sepbember
7, 19LT7. e lived together as hushond and wife in 2alcwin Coumnty,

Alabama, until September L, 199,

The Respondent on September L, 3949, and on various occasions
prior thereto threatened and abtused me and often threatened to do actual
viclence to my person which would necessarily endanger my life and health. -
The conduct of the Respondent was suck as to give me every reascnsble
apprehension to believe and I &id actually believe that if I continued
te live with him he would carry out his threats and do zactusl violence
to my person-which would necessarily endanger my 1ife and healih.

The Respondent and I have one child, Yames Kenneth lelonald, who
was born on September 8§, 19L8, The child has since the Responcdent and
I separated, been with my mother, Cora Lee Payne, and she has cared and
provided for him. Iy mother, Cora Lee Payme, is the suitable, fit and
proper person ic have the care, custody and control of the minor child
and the ‘Resporndent and I have agreed and entered into & written agree-
ment, a copy of which is secured nerewith, that my mother, Ccra Lee Payne,
shall have the custody, care and conizol of the minor child. : -
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Corz Lee Payne, 2 witness for the Complainant, being first auly sworn
deposes and says® f_ : o ' : E

My name is Cora Lee Payme. I am the mother of Estelle lcDonalg and
the grandmother of the minor child, James Xermeth lcDonald, :

The Complainant and the Respondent have lived near me practically

I i § CheTtimesince they were married. —I-imow- from my-own-personal . knowe .. -
ledge that conditioms are such that the Complainant and the Respondent
camnot live together as husband and wife and deem it highly advisable
that they be granted 2 divorce.

I an perfectly willing to assume the responsib
providing for the minor child, James Lenmeth McDoma
see £it to permit me %o have his cusiody.

-

113ty of caring, and
1d, sheuld the courd
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ORAL EXAMINATION.

I Eve _}7’1 Watis

2

, as Register and Commissioner hereby certify that
the foregoing deposition®.on' Oral Examination was taken down by me in-writing in the words

of the Witness_eﬁ_ﬁand read overto __Lhem  and  thev

signed the same in the presence of
myself _and fubery M, Haig '

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of personal identity of

said.witnessfs__or had proom made before me of the 1dent1ty of said witness £s . i that Tam not of
counsel or of kzn to any of the partles to said cause, or any manner mterested in the result thereof

. I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Reglster of said Court,.

Civen under my hand and seal, this _ 2? . day of . Jume 194 50
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COMMISSION -TO TAKE DEPOSITIONS

| THE STATE OF ALABAMA

L Circuit Court
Baldwin County :
. ""‘ el Ty L
TO: Bvelyn Watts
TRNOW YE: that we, having full faith in your prudence and égmpe'téﬁéy,”havé” appdint.eci. jmu o

Commissioner, and by these presents do authorize you, at such time and place as you may appoint,

. Estelle Melonsd nd 3 hut
to call before you and examine __ 25 c8=1€ Meronzld and Cora lee Pajme

- - e s VAT - - - -
as witnesses in behalf of Lstelle Nelonald in a cause pending in our

. - - . . - Lot~ O S A e Y A
Circuit Court in Baldwin County, of said State, wherein S5TEL 48 S LGORAZS

. Complainant....

" and James. MNeDonald
Respondent.__
- s T wmn ot
on oath, to be by you administered, upon SVeLI A2TTS

to take and certify the depositiohs_ of the witness_£%and return the same to our Court, with all

convenient speed, under your hand.

o, }n,"‘.b{\ ‘/\ /;\‘
Witness _A_L_f 1= day of Qﬁ{’a/’/\/‘ £ 1987
o e AL LT Bt e et s s s YR S ; -~ R - _’;}‘ . : e "
AL tr o~ 4 Dot 7 _
s Register.
[/
s

Commissioner’s Fee, §

Witness' Fees, $
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA
- Baldwin County o

CIRCUIT COURT

Ii.fsteflle YeDonald |

Complainant__
Vs, ' :

Jares W, Melonald

Defendantm;

COMMISSION TO TAKE DEPOSITION |

COMMISSIONER:
Evelyniiatts

Ww‘%
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TC ANY SHERIFF OF THE STATE OF ALABSMAs

4 W. MCDCONALD, 1o appear
znd plead, answer or Qeﬁﬂf‘“*ﬁt¢r tq*rtv'c”“ frem the service hereof,
e the BII1 of complaint filed in the Circuit GCowrt of Baldwin vou;tyg
Alabama, in ¥ Cquy, by Estelle lcDonald, as Complainant and against

s

MeDona, 1&.

Hames W, U

s,

WITHESS my hand this the _/ 74 day of Jume, 1950.

———a_.——.—m———————-.-——-»--—..-_-——.n-u

ESTYLLE .MCJOM D ¢

TN CTTATTM AMTTIm o
IN THE CIRmCUIT CCURT CF
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BAED iI0 COUNTY iy A 1a%2 }1?,'&3
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W. MODOH ey
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RESFCEDENT i

stelle lclonald, respectiully represents and

this Honorable Court a2z failows:

(-f

shows untc your Honer an

Alabame and over eighteen years of age; that the Respondent is = bona

fide resident of Balcwin Sounty, Ale oama, and over twenty-cne wears of

That your Comslainant and the Respondent married at Ro:e_uuca¢es
Alabama, on Septermber 7, 19L7. and lived together ss husband and
2 2 > o

m&umidnwmwu,Lw.

. ;.

The Zespendent on September I, 19L9, and or varicus ccassions Prior
theretec threatened and abused your Complainant, and threatened to de actusl
viclence to her perscn which would necessarilvw endanger her 1ife and health:
that the conduct of theRespondent was such as o give your Complainant
every reascnable apprehemsion %o believe and she did actually helieve

that if she continue

threats and do actuzl viclence e her person which would neces sarilwy
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12t there was born to the merriage

T

between your Complainant and

the Respondent one child, James Kemneth ¥elonald; that your Complainant

-

Cit end proper persen to have the care, custody an
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control of said chiigd.

woHemor will, by proper process make the said James W ¥cDonald, party
Respendent fc this bill of compl int, reguiring hinm to please, answer or

“derir to the Same, within the time and under the penaliies presciibed
by law, and the vractice of this Honorable Court,

Complainant further prays that your Honor will upon a finel heaxing.

hereof, will give and grant wnto your Complainant = decree of diverce

i

-

Torever barring the bonds of matirimony existing between the Complainan

b )

and the Respondent; that she be awarded the care, custody ahd control of

1, a

uames Le““eun ¢CJOEE;G‘ 4

at she be granted such cU%c*

further and different or general relief as she wav be in ecudly and good

R £ +3 T
Sclicitor for the Complainant
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| ) CORPLATIANT
VS o

JALES W. NCDONAID

RESPINDIUT.

BILL OF COHPPLATHT,
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COMPLATIANT
s

JAVES V. MCDCHALD

Nowr éomés’ the Respondent and accents
complaint in this cauze.

TheR lespondent -
marri

age, but denies

comolaint, and dem proof of the same.

0.;.

The Respondent

on behalf of the Complainant

witnesses: and asrezes ih

o

i

a / ,
A e S A Iy

admits the allegations as to ages,

allegations cenmbain

+ this cause be submitted for iy

ToATET
V\J-m.

T COURT OF

service of the sumrons and

r esidences, and

nec in he bill of
taliing of testimony

exarine Complainant®s

o3

12l decree

-

. Ca i
fepn o 4 & r”tv»-:,r}«»{f*- -
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2 et sty

s & Hotary Public, in

e

uounty, in sald State, hereby certify tnat James W. MeDonzl .Y Eocse -.a*:u,
.LS signed to the foregoing imstrument, and who is known %o ne, acknowledged
before me on this day that being informed of the contenis of sad inetrument
he execuled the same volwntarily on ‘he day the dame bears date,
Given under my hand and -seal on this theg~ /day of June, 1950,
¢ ot
Nota:';r b}.,a_c,.é Zalidwin Comnty, Ala.
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| | Complainant
o
James W, MeDonald

Respondent

Answer and waiver
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between the Tirst and second parties that the custody, care and conirol

BATDYTE COUNTY

wrgr ATL MEN BY THESE FRESENTS, That this agreement made and entered

L

into by and between Estelle HeDonald, first party, James W, Yelonald,

_J-

Second party and Cora Lee Payne third party, WITNESSETH:

TIEREAS the first and second pariles are hnshand and wife and have
concluded that it ié irmossitle for them te longer live together as
husband and wife; and

TIEREAS the seid Tirst and second parties have one child, James
Kenneth lcDopald born September 3, 19485 and

FIERELS the first and second pariles have agreed that it is advisable

to secure a divorce so thai each may g0 his own way; and

TEEREAS the said first and second parties have no commmunity property,

TIRREAS the First and second paritles have agreed that the third
party, the maternal grandrme oither of the said minor child, James Kemnelh
¥eDonald, is the sultadle, £i1 ané proper person te have the care, custody
and control of the sald minor,

oW, THEREFCORE, 1% is acreed by and between the parties as follows:
1. That the third parby shall have and she is hereby given the
exclusive custedy, care and control of the wminor child, James Kennebh

YeDonalds

2, That the first

[N
ot
3]
ja
[N
o
(1]
5
ct
oy

arty shall have the right to vis

e

the said minor child at reazcnable Times;

3. That the second party shall have ihe rizht to visit and be with

L)

he said mincr child abt reasonable times;

. That the ihird pariy assums 211 respeonsibility of caring and
providing for the sald chiid.

i1t shall be incorporabted in any decree Or procee ing

of the szid minor child shall be awarded to the third party.

{



decreed made and enbered by the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama,

in Squity, as respects the custody, care and control of the said minor

~y
B
L

ct
(5
(D,
iy
3
e
aa

the varties hereto have hereunto cet

anc seals, in triplicate, on this the JL7 day of June, 1950,
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STATE CF ALABATR

BAIDWIN COTNTZ
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TaAdyde e — 2 Howvary fublic, in and for said County,
in said wtate, hereby certify tnat Zstelle McDonald, James W. MeDonzld
and Cora Lee i’a;me, whcse nemes are signed to the foregeing instrument
and vwhe are lnomm o ne, acknowledged befere me on this czy thaty being
informed of the contents of said instrument, they executed the sane

] -4 - o R oorfm oy B 4 T a4 P
sroivnarily onthe-day the same- bears date;

: o] * - - LY G~ el -
Given under my hand and seal on *his the o /darr of dume, 1950C.

o L

f’w e T S
Notary fublic, Baldwin County, Alia,
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Estelle ilelonalq
A{,‘om};).la.}‘.nani
Vs
James i/, licDonsld

Resvondent

Agreement
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