© BENTON BLAMD, COMPLAINANT IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
5 | '

7S, . | BAIDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA,
MELLIA PATE BLAND, RESPONDENT. IN EQUITY.

This cause coming on to be heard is submitted
fPor final deerse upon the original Bill of Complalnt, ans-
wer and walver of the Respondent, and testimony of BENTON
BLAND and MRZ. OLLIE LEE. ]

The Court is of the opinien that the Complainant
is entitled to the relief préyeé for.

Tt is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed thatb
the marriage between the Complainant, BENTON BLAND, and the
Respondent MELLIQ PATE BLAND, be and it 1s hereby annulled,
anﬁ the Complainant 1s ferever released and discharged from
any and all obligatlions and dubies arising from sald marriage.

Tt is§ further ordered that the Complainant pay the
gogts of this proceeding for whieh execubion may lssue.

Done at Monroeville, loaroe Gounty, Alabama, this

the Z { day of January, 194.3. :
nﬁZT:?E?ZZ7@4;zzLAz____?

Judge of 21lst Judielal Cireult
of Alabama.




Commission TQ Take D&pﬁSiiEODS- Printed by The Baldwin Times, Bay Minette.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, }

. CIRCUIT COURT
Baldwin County -

TO {Mrs) Virginia Keel

KWNOW YE: That we, having full faith in your prudence and competency, have appointed you Commis-

sioner, and by these presents do authorize you, at such time and place &5 you may appoint, to call before

yvou and examine - —_

Benton Bland and Mrs, Cliie Lee

as witnesses in behalf of Lomnlainantg in a cause pending in our Circuit

Court of Baldwin County, of said State, wherein

Benton Bland

Complainant... .

and Mellia Pate Bland
Defendant,
on oath to be by you administered, upon
to take and certify the depositiocn——- of the witness——- - and return the same to our Court, with all Con-
venient speed, under your hand.
Witness 23xd day of —danuary N\ 19 43
REGISTER

Commissioner's Fee $

Wiiness' Fees, §
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My neme if Benton Blands VI am over 21 yearé of age
and é resident of Baldwin County, Alabames

The regpondent ¥Mellle Pate Bland is over 21 years
of sge and & resident of Baldwin founty, Alabame, however,
st the present time staying in lobile, Alabamz.

The respondent and I wére merried st Pascsgoula,
Mississippi on Sunday November 1, 1942. The sald merriage
was never legelly consumated, for the resson thet et the
time the respondent and I were so drunk that we did not
wnow What we were doinge I had known the respondent for
only & short fime and on the sald Sunday we were riding
around with frisnds snd begen drinking esrly in the daye
The friends celled it & joke, cerried us down Lo Easeag&ula
and made all arrangements for The marriage.

e czme on back to Mobile in the afternoon snd heve
not lived together, the respondent and I, as husband and wife,
- Tie were so much under the influences of liguor that we did not
realize that we had merried until later when told by our
friendse The respondent and I had never discussed narriage
and in facf, neither of us had ever enbtertained duch ldess.
The marrisge wes snd is absolutely impossible and we cannot
live together, as husband end wife. We do not know and have

never eecognized the mArriapgs.

. "Frs. Ollie Lee, & witness for the complainant, being first
duly eworn diposes and says:; My name is Mrs. Ollie Lees I live
in Mobile, Alabemm. 1 was & mﬂmber of the party that went with
Benton Bland and lsllie Pete bo Pascapgoula, Mississippi on Sundeay
Vovember 1, 1942, T sm & sister of the respondent «

We all cot Logether early Sunday and began drinking, tﬁa
canplsinsnt and respondent drinking fo cxcesss Scmc member of the
party suggested that the complainent and the respondent marry suds
that 2t thet time being so much under the influsnce of ligquor as

to searcsly know what they were dolig, consenteds e all rushed

L e



then to Pascagoula where # form of ceremcny ﬁms pone Lhroughe
The Gom?laimnt and the Respondent, at that time wWas in gush

« wondition, that they did nob know what they were doings T
immedistely returned to ﬁobile snd the Compleinent went %o his
nome and the respondent W_ent %o her home snd they have never
liveé ogether. The mErrisge weas never consumsted. The parties
upon being told of what they had done, denied it =nd have never

considered themselves as man and wife.

o
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STATE OF ALABAMA
BALDWIN COUNTY
00 ANY SHERIFF OF TUE STATE OF ALABAMA- GREETING:

WE COMMAID YOU, That you summon MELLIA PATHE BLAND to be and
appear before the Judge ol the Gircuit Court of Baldwin County,
exercising Chancery Jjuriadiction within thirty days after the ser-
vice of summons, and there to answer, nlead or Gemur, without oath,
o a Bill of Complaint lately exhibited by BETON BLAND against the
said MEILIA PATE BLAND, and further to do and perform what sald Judge
shall order and direct in that behalf, and this the Respondent shall
in no wise omit, under penalty, ete. And we futhier command that you
return this writ with your endorsgement thereon, %o our said Court
immediately upon the execniblon thereof.

WITNESS, K. S. UUCK, Reslster of said Cirecuit Court, this
the 523 day of January, 1943.

BEWTON BLAND, COMPLATLANT, T TR CIRCUIT GOURT OF
78, | BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA,
MELLIA PATE BLAND, RESPONDENT. I ROUTTT.

PO HONORADLE F. W. HARE, JUDGE OF THE GIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
ALABAMA, IN EQUITY:

Wow comes your Complainant, BENTON BLAND, and humbly com-
plaining against the Réspo&ﬁent, MELLIA PATH BLAKND, respsctfully
represents and shows unto your Hopnoer and this Honorable Court as
follows:

:‘._' l.

That your Complainani and Respondent are both bona fide

residents of Baldwin County and over the age of twenty-one years.
2.

That on to~wit: November 1, 1942 at Pageagoula, Mississippi,
the Complalnant and the Respondent went through a marriage ceremony;
‘that at the said time both the Complainant and the Respondent were
arunk snd aid not know what they were doing; that said marriage was,
in fact never sonsumnated and that they have not gonsidered themselves

as man and wife and have never lived together as man and wife,



PRAYER FOR PROCESD
| Wherefore, the premises eonsi@ered, your Tomplainant
prays that the saild MELLIA PATE BLAND by proper process be made
party hereto and be reguired tQ-plea&, answer or demur %o the
same within the time and under the penalties preseribed by law and
the practise of this Honorable Court.
Complainant further prays that upon a final hearing that
gaid mérriagé may be annulled, and that Complainant be forever re-
leased and discharged from any and a1l obligations and duties arising

from said marrisse and from all other proper reliel’,

BREBE & HALL

Byt

golicitors ror Complainant.




Printed by The Baldwin! Times:

8550 REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACATION

'STAT;E; OF ALAR AMA Y CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.
| ‘:_.BA_L'DWIN COI.;TNTY - } “N'OJ : : :

Term, 19§_~_—

Tenbon Bland

, Complainant—

Mellia Pate Plaind ' Defendant.

To Rg Se Due-lcc

, Register

In the above stated cause a Decree Pro Confesso having been taken against the Defendant, and

evidence having been taken, and the cause being ready for submission for final decree, and no

defense having been interposed, ‘the Complainant, by Beebe & Hall

Solicitors of record, now files with the Register of this

Court this written request to deliver the papers in this cause to the Judge for final decree in vaca-

‘Q'_‘ w@ﬁ&ﬁcimr for Complainant.




8581, NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Moore Printing Co.

SO

‘Benton Bland

VS,

Mellia Pate Bland

P

b

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
' BALDWIN COUNTY '

IN EQUITY

CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

This cause is submitted in behalf of Complainant upon the original Bill of Complaint, -

— Answer and waiver of the Resg pondent, and i-,@»s'h"imnny af Benteon Rland

and in behalf of Deferndant upon

({WAX [‘// AN Register.



BENTON BLAND TN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN

)

VS 3 COUNTY, ALATAMA.
MELLIE PATE BLAND )
)

IN BQUITY

And now comes the Réspond&nt, M@llie Pate Bland, in
her own proper persou, and accepts service of the sumpmong in’
complaint of this cause and denies emch and allegation contrined
in the com@laiﬁt and demands striet proof of zame. |
The respondsnt waivwslhotice of the tims of baking test—
imony on behalf of the Complainant; the rignt to cross—examine
ltha complainant and stipulates and agrees that thisucause be

submitted for final decree without further nobice.

o) Fdh s 529/ 5" RESPONDENT

WITHESSES
/‘ L o e , v
,ziﬁ”,/f«/1>if' N .
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RECORDED _ 8/22

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
-~ Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT

Complainant

- V8.

Defendant

Commission To Take Deposition

COMMISSIONER:

Witnegses:
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Fxnruted // 3 1 1"/ 3

by savving copy of th‘h:n Summeons and
-Complaint on

V% M 130 a S

e

M ‘%727&‘* (}“f-‘!'iff

By ‘ Depir, o il

KECORDED

BENTON BLAKD,
Complainant,
vs

MELLTA PATE BLAND,

Respondent,
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The State. of‘.ﬁlﬂ’bama,

Baldwm County _
CIRCUIT €OURT, IN EQUITY

o Vs

REQUEST FOR DECREE IN
©. VACATION |

Filed Q'ﬂ/ﬁ/ 23 a3

[

Register.

: Recorded in — Re:;:ord

. Vol— = :Page

Register.
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The State of Alabama, -

BALDWIN COUNTY

IN EQUITY
CIRCUTT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY

VS,

NOTE OF TESTIMONY

S
Register,

Moore Printing Co,



