ORAT, DEPOSITION | BT-1M-12-40

THE STATE QF ALAEAMA Circuii Courf of Balc?.win County, ‘Alabama,
Baldwin County (In Equiiy)
Tillie Belle Wawd COMPLAINANT
V8.
J. H. Ward . RESFPONDENT
1 R. S. Duck
as Register and Commissioner
have cailed and caused to come before me Tillsie Belle Wavrd and G, .J. Waprd

named in the requirement for Oral Examination, on the 90 ED day of September

witness
104 % . at the office of R.. S. Duck, Register
in Bay Minette . Alabama, and having first sworn said witness @8 . to speak the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said — iillie Be:;le Ward

and G. J. Ward doth depose and say as follows: .
TRSTIMONY OF IELLIE BELL& WARD.

My name is Tillie Belle Ward. I 2m tle complainant in
this cause for divorce £gainst J. H. Ward, the respondedt. I
am over the age of twenity-one years and am now and have been for
more than one year next preceding the filing of this my bill of
complaint & bona fide resident of the State of Alabama, now
residing in Prichard, Mobile County, Alabama.  The respondent,
J. H., Ward, is over the age of twenty-one years and resides in
Bay Minette, Baldwin County, Alabama.

I and the s=2id respondent were lawfully married on June

30, 1941, at Monrogville, Alabama, and lived together as man and
wife until the 17th day of July, 1941, when we separated for the
reasone hereinafter stated. We have not lived together as man
and wife since July 17, 1941. We have and have had only one
" ¢child, Clara Belle Ward, born to vs and she is now five years

of age. I am a suvuitable and proper person to have the care,
cugtody and control of ocur child as T am and will be able to
‘support her and give her proper relighous and educational
training.

On the date of July 17, 1941, the respondent commitied:
actual vioclence on W@y person attended with danger to my life of
health. On this last date he struck me, cursed me and threatened
to kill me. He is 2 man of ungovernable temper and there is
reasonable apprehension of further acts of such viclence. On
one occasion about three weeks before I finally left him, his
father had to pull him off of me as he wes beating me, and I
know he would have seriously injured me further if he had not
done so. For my health and safety, I was forced to go to the
home of friends bto live. Our separation occurred in Bay Minette,

Baldwin County, Alabama. _
:Ef%/xj\@ﬁ/j v s an A




ORAL EXAMINATION ‘ BT-15M-12-40

I, WM as Register and Commissioner hereby certify

that the foregoing deposition on Oral Examination was taken down in writing by me in the words of

the Wltness—_-— and :read. OVET 10 Lahsns — —~—-—— signed the same in the presence of my-

.-

qelf and

at the t:Lme and place herem mentloned that I have personal knowledge of personalldentlty of said

-w1tness or had proof made before me of the 1den1:1ty of said witness—; that I am not of

counsel or of kin to any “of the perties to said cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof.

'- :I,_e:nelpse‘ the said Oral Examination in an eg.velope to the Register of said Court.
" Given under my hand and seal, thls—mL day o _19a]
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TESTIMONY OF G. J. WARD,

I hzve heard and read the testimony of Iillie Belle

?ar& and know that it is all true. About the first of July,1941,

I saw my son, the respondent, strike and beat the complainant,
‘and in fact pulled him off of and away from her. I do not
consider it safe for her %o live further W1fh him as they cannot
-get along together a2t all. .

I think and am of the opinion tbat Iillie Belle Ward
is the proper person to have the custody and cars of the child,
Clara Belle Ward, as I know she will see that it gets the proper

educatlonal and rellglous treining. /%%5% é%%:




LILLIk BELLE WARD,
Gomplainant,
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN
vs
: COUNTY, ALABAMA. 1IN EQUITY.
Jg. H. Ward,
Respondent.

St g Tl N st Womia™ B

ANSWER OF RESPONDENT.

Now comes J. H. Ward, respondent in the foregoing
cause sand accepts service znd waives all further notlice of
the filing of the bill of complesing in this cause.

And fTor answer to the bill of complaint filed.
herein respondent denles each and every allegation thereof
and demands strict proof thersof.

Respondent further wailves all further notice of
taking of testimony snd submission of seild ceause for final

decree .
Ry

Hespondeet.




TC THE HONORABLE F. W. BARE, JUDGE OF TEE CIRCUIT COURT CF
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA, SITTING IN EQUITY:

. Comes Lillie Belle Ward, as your complainant, and
brings this her bill of complaint agsinst J. H. Ward, &s res-
pondent, and respectfully alleges and represents unte your
Honor and the Courit as follows: :

‘ : 1. Complainant is over the age of twenty-one years
and is now and ‘has been for more than one year next preceding
. the £iling of this her bill of complaint, a bona fide resident
- of the State of Alabams, residing now in the City or Town of
Prichard in Mobile County, Alabsma. The respondent, J. H.
Ward, 1s over the age of twenty-one years and resides in Bay
Minette, Baldwin Gounty, Alabama,.

‘ 2.Complainant and respondent were lawfully married on
June 30, 1934, at Monroeville, Alabama, and lived together 2s
man and wife until, bto-wit: the 17th day of July, 1941, when
they sepsrated for the reasons hereinafter set out, and they
have not 1lived together 23 man and wife or othe rwise since said
iast dgte. One child, Clara Belle Ward, was born to complainant
and respondent, the said child now being of the age of five "
years. Complainant 1s & suitable and proper person to have the
custody and control of the ssid Clara Belle Ward and will give
her the proper religious and educational training.

- 3« On said date of to-wit: July 17, 1941, the res-
pondent committed actuszl violence on the person of complainant
attended with denger to her 1life or health. The respondent on
gaid last date siruck complainant, cursed her and threatened to
kill her, and complsinant alleges that from his conduct there
1s reascnable apprehenslion of further acts of such violence.

On numerous occasion® prior to ssid last date, respondent had
struck and abused compleinant. Complainant was forced for her

- health . and safety to go to the homs of friends to live. The
said separation oceurred in Bay Minette, Baldwin County, Ale-
bama, where complainant and respondent were living at said time.

WHEREFORE, the premlses conzidered, complaineant PrEys
that the salid J. H. Ward be made 2 party respondent to this her
bill of complaint and that due process of law Forthwith issue
for service upon him, the said J. H. Ward. :

, And complainant further prays that upon the finel hear-
ing of this cause your Honor and the GCourt will be pleased Lo
give and grant to her a decree of absolute divorce from the res-
pondent, with permission to complainant to agein marry should
'she see fit so to do. And complainsnt further prays that upon
the final hearing heresof your Honor will give and grant to her,
- the sald Iillle Belle Ward the care, custody and control of the
said Clara Belle Ward, s minor child. And complainent prgys
for such other, further and general relief as she may be enti-

tled to, the premises considered. _
: - A
ﬁMpe. BLL <110 nAd

Complainant

— R p—
e . Tt
Solicitor for compiainent




BIVORCE DECEEE ) Printed Ly The Baldwin _ffimes, -Be‘:{ Minelte, AIo,

The State Of Alabama Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURL, IN EQUITY

LILLIE BELLE WARD, - lainant
omplainan

V3
Jd. He WARD,

Respozlde:nt

h1) o
i

_ fer in sald b111

It is therefor’e ordered adjudged and decreed by the Court that the bonds of matrimony l'ver'e-
tofore ex1st1ng between tne Complainant and Detendant be, and the same are hereby, disoived,
5 hed ¥ : : .
orid that the Sald J.JJ_.L.L:I B .LJLJ 3 £iu.u,
s forever dlvorced from the: sa1d

cruelbys

for.and ofi atcount of

URIEER

comnl&iﬂ&ntg LILLIE BELLE WARD,. have h} ra, custody and contro

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed thal nelther party to this suit shall again marry
except 10 each other until sixty days after the rendition of this cecree, and tnat if appeal is taken
within sixty days, neither party shail again marry except 1o eacn other ciurmg the pendency of said
appeal

WARD and J. . ¥ERD,

are .
: hereby permitted to again comiract marriage upon the payment of the cost of
- this suitl : o

Lie WAHD,

is. further ordered that—— <.

YO 1 3 | - ! - . .
"_‘e spondent pay the cost herein to be taxed, for which execution may issue.

Thi's._%. day of ~sapkarae¥x  October 19 41

WMMM .

.Iudge Circuit Court, in Equity.

the

b

, Register of the Circuit

Court of Baldwm County, Alabama, do hereby certifly that the
foregoing is a correct copy of the original decree rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Cour{ in the above stated cause, which said
decree is on file and enrolled in my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the : day

» 19

Register of Cireuit Court, in Equity.




DIVORCK DECRIN R ) . © Printed by The Eaidwin Thnos, Hay RMizetie, Als.

The S'tate Of Alabama Baldwm County

C}:Rceirr; couar; IN mww

Complainant

‘Respondent -

".for i s d:blll :

It is theref" e ordered adgudged_ and. aecreed by the Court that the bonds of matrlmopy here-
tefore eXlStan‘ between the (,omplamant and Detendan*’ be and-the sarie are hereby, dlsolved

and that 'the sald_ :
is forever dlvorced from the sald

tor 'a'ﬁ_d on aiecounfc of

It is further ordered; adJudged. and decreed that neither party to this suit shall again marry
except fo each other until sixty days after the rendition of this decree, and that if appeal is taken
within sixty days, neither party shall again marry except to each otner durmg The peldency of said
appeal.

It is further ordered that

e _
be, and—L33F  hereby permitted to again contract marriage upon the payment of the cost of
. this suit. p

It is further ordered tha

1.111; CE}urt’ 1];1 qu:ﬂty R

Reg1s s,er of the .Cll‘Clht

: Court of BaldWm County, Alabama do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a correct copy .of the orlgmal decree rendered by the
Judge of the Circuit Court in the above stated cause, which said

“decree ison ‘file-and enrolled in-my office.

Witness my hand and seal this the—— . day.

September . - | 1941

Register .of Circuit Court, in Equitj‘?.




;EEQQRDED

answer of Respondent

il
Filed )ef‘i‘tember 30 ol
* J..‘-" ]
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| '_ The StateOf Alabama |

* Baldwin County

“ InClrcthourt, In Equlty

o WARD
Resp_on_'dent. i

~ DIVORCE DECREE




'lhe .atc:te Of Alabama
Baldwm County

In Circuit Court, In Equity

Respondent

'DIVORCE DECREE
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RECORDED

BILL OF COMPLATLT,

Eillie Belle Ward,

Ju

Complainant,
Vs,

2 WARD,
: Respondent.

Piled September 30,1641

)f;féﬁlumﬁ Clk /?;*M;z:;ﬁ



8581. NOTE OF TESTIMONY MCORE PRINTING €O., BAY MINETTE, ALA.

Lillle Belle Ward THE STATE OF ALABAMA
Baldwin County
- vs. _‘ : \
J. H. Ward .' | IN EQUITY

Circuit Court of Baldwin County

This .canse is sﬁiﬁ};ﬁitted in behalf of Complainant upon the original Bill of Jomplaint,

answer of rospondent and pral depositlon of Complasinant
G. J. Ward, witnessss in behalf of complainsnt |

None

atid in behelf of Defendant uposn

Register.



BEQUEST FOR DECHEE IN VACATION ' . Printed by The Baldwln Times

State of Alabama, _ N
Baldwin County. }NO'_—_“_ — TERM, 194

Tillie RBelle Ward

Corniplainant—.

VS.
J. H. Ward

Respondent—.

TO R. S. DUCK, REGISTER:

In the above stated cause a N anawey &1’1(1 Wai ver Of ﬂGti [+15]

having been filed by J. H. Ward the Respondent—,
and evidence having been taken, and the cause being ready for submission for final d.écree, and
no defense having been interposed, the complainant—, by H. E. Smith .

Solicitor-— of record, now files with the Register of this Court this Written'request to delivér the
papers in this cause to the Judge for final decree in vacation. '

- - LA
,ﬁw{z’_‘ \S:‘W:x _f

Solicitor— for Complaintant.—,




Complainant

VS.

Respondent—,

Bequest For Decree In Vacation

Filed - ri{fm 5«0// 194) | '.

A5 fed

Register.




RECORD L)

Mo.

The State of Alabama

~ BALDWIN COUNTY

IN EQUITY

Circuit Court of Baldwin County -

V8.

NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Filed in Open Couit this 5

.day- of é%“w’b"-’ 19;?& ,f :

/t'./f. /A

MOGRE FRINTING 0., BAY RINETYE, Ak

. REGISTER

|
i .



