ORAL DEPOSITION

BT-15M-12-40

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
' Baldwin County

COETTTA

S

VS,

I,

Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama,
{In Equity)

COMPLAINANT

RESPONDENT

as Register and Commissioner

have called and caused to come before me

1

at the office of

194 =

Bay Hinette

SR

in

es
, Alabama, and having first sworn said witness

to speak the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, the said

doth depose and say as follows:

Iy neme is Werthe Sims. 1T am a resldent of Felrhope, in léwin County,
Alabeme, znd over btwenty—one rears ol 25c.

e Lespor sims, is over tweaty—ome vesrs of &ge enc & resleent
of Zairhope, in Llobrng.

, the Mﬂswonueﬂb, Reloh Siws, snc I wers merried on Jenuary 7, 1936, in
Pensscole, Florida. “ie were &% that time bobth residencs ol 3sldwin County, Llebena,

and heve been coutlnuousl until Thals tims.

ihe Respondsnt snd I lived bogebher os husband and ﬁife, in Bsldwin County,
Elsbane, vntil on, to~wit, September 1, 1940, The Zespoudent is o man of terrible
temper. on Sepbember 1, 1840 and et meny Cimes prior *%cvﬁuo the Hespondent, Helph
$ims ecursed, threatered and rbused me snd on several ocessions did actusl wiolenes
to my psrson by striking me. Sone time just befors I wes Torced to leave the Ies-
pozd ent, he cams in and sbruck me abovt the ody end in the Jace with hig Iist.
The bWOW wes of sui'fieient force Lo cause me to see stars. this wes merely & re-

sone on several Limes berore. The

such to render

currance of vwnilt ned
and nis abuses were of

£

conduct of ths
it sbsolutely imoossible £

Hzspondent
vo live with

)
me

ble

or

him &8s his wifss His conduct wes such 2§ ©o causg me every resgone apprenension
to believe -nd I &id achbuslly “eslieve that if & continued to 112 with his, as his
wife, he would cerry out his threals snd conbinuve to do violence To my person which
would necesserily endenger my life end nealth. 2
'he Respondent worked very little whiie we lived fogether zs husband end
wife, ghd weey bimes L wes foresd oy hia to give hlnm spending money enc elso provide
i srnd zlso his Lobacco and obher minor neﬂSSS"“wes

He have ons ohildé, & minor, now Ffive yvears old, Cherles ilvin iims, wuo
ig now and hoe szen =il of ais iife with me. T heve necesserily, in wvelw of the
faet thet the Respondent did nct worl, had to work end support mysell anc the childs
The Hespondent is & men 34 Vears of'age and hes no property enc no home
of his owm. dHe is entirely ¢ wdent upon ais deily lebor, snd coes very 1 *"le off
that. T feel thet I em capably snd able to support the chlld =ud sm willing end




ORAL EXAMINATION | | BT-5M-12-40

w3 Dot sr . ! = - .
I, Frances Srautley as Register and Commissioner hereby certify

that the foregoing deposition on Oral Examination was taken down in writing by me in the words of

-1 ge * 1- - - .
the witness-5_ and read over to — S2€M  and . E88Y  signed the same in the presence of my-

gelf a.nd e, Tmiherd . Hell

at the time and place herein mentioned; that I have personal knowledge of personal identity of said

witness—=&8 or had proof made before me of the identity of said witness®8...; that I am not of
counsgel or of kin to any of the parties to said cause, or any manner interested in the result thereof.

I enclose the said Oral Examination in an envelope to the Register of said Court.

Given under my hand and seal, this—25t2.__ day of Senbomber 194 1

(L. S)
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'

and have assumed the responsibility of caring =nd providing for him.

“he Respondent has no home and no bPlzce to take care of t e child =nd is
not a suitable or cepably vsiscn or heving the cers, support and rearing of said

miner ehild.

u

g [

¢ fairhope, in Bsldwin Couanty, Alsbima.
pondent, Lerthe Sims, and the vcaplainant,
£ €en or twenty vyears. Thile the
; vife, I had
ledge that the szig
z ] s geneza“lv kenown
in the community thet he shused her and often did violence to her person, wiaich would
necessarily endenger her life znc health. :

iy mame is Lee farier. 1 1i
U am personally apguainted with the Re
Relph Bims, and have known them for th
Complainent end the Respondent were 1i ;
ccassior to sse and observe then end I lmow of my OVIL. pe
Relpn fims often abusod =nd mistreatsd & 8l

thet 1% was absolutely impossible

I ¥now of my own personsl e
i n 5ims, @5 his wife.

Tor the seid dertha %ims to live wi
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CoURT OF

BALPH BIMS,

Jomplainent,

¥ DOUNTY, ALABANA,
V8o

RS N S S e

WYY L Gy P T
MARTHA 215, BT AL.,

e e

,..OS'DO_?.G.ELIL'SO -
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The Hespondent — {ross Complainant, Merthe Sims, hevin, thils day viled

her spplication in wriling to have the testimony teken orally of Marthe Sims and

Lee Parker who reside 20 ¥airhope, in Haldwin County, Alsbora, within

whtnesses oe eremined orelly belove

Belowia Jounty , Alsbeme, sfter Shree dayvs

o

nocice of ths time and plece of : domplainent -

seme nes heen plven Lhe

T M,

Cross Despondent, Ralph Lims, by reccording on the order agol oo vhs

o

vin Counvy, Alaben

iy
g

Cour , s
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Cormpleinent,

ot
]
o
®
LN

T

SO
T ab.,

T

LTesnonde;

notiee thelt the Iespondent—{ross Complaineat,

this day filed en applicetion to have examined crallw

v K
&

complasiener appointed by Lthis courdt, the following nemsd wit

whom reside alt Falrhope, in deldwin County, Alnoean

Lee Perver; and fupther theb sn order hap this day

Paldwin Cownby, Al




BELYE %ﬁi&ﬁsg i OTHE SIROVIT QOURT s&}
- tiovplainenk,
_ BERLIIN CUNETY, &&%ﬁﬁ f’iﬁ,@

Wi

""‘%aa‘&’ 3 i.:i:”g?ﬁgz BE &Layg i ﬁ?ﬁiﬁ‘fﬁ'%

menpoadentae

| The Dospondent - &%‘@ a8 ﬁm@mﬁ.ﬁﬁu‘% ?%&f‘%%sa Wy heving this é&:g filed
her sppliestion in writing bo have *“h% %ﬁﬁiﬁaﬁg %; T mm},i:g of Hurthe ia:mzﬁ sasd
Les Parker who reside ok ?ﬁm@ﬁ?@; in 'Z_E‘?%%ggﬁ%ﬁ Counby, hloteme, within 00 niles
of Bay Winetbe, Alebum sud seld Respendent = Cross Genplainsst Su swid spplicetien
nonionted E?";x*ameﬂa Trentley to Lk suoh nollnuay o provided by laws It im
prdersd vy the Recistor thed salid wi "a‘;;u%ﬁﬁ% be o mmm@% orelly 3@;. ere miﬁ
;‘:s-mmiﬁgﬁﬁmy in i.s& Dot ?;%ﬁz;% o' m&mi«m -ﬁ-@m-%;;s; ﬁiﬁ%ﬁﬁi@i# a%@y i;m@w s:%sws
notifoy '&f he tine and ploey of febloe sene hos boon ggi*@z*azz. g 'ﬁ@f@f@lﬁiﬁﬁmﬁ i

Oross ﬁﬁ@@&@ﬁ%@%' Palph f imﬂg 3&3? ?@ﬂm&fm : om bhie @K*ﬁ%&i" took of the Hegistor of |

ﬁm@ﬁﬁ imumy,? ﬁi&%’ﬁm&&

,ﬁ-"
witrieas sy hond ‘Yhie. / 2z ﬁ&y o ﬁﬁ%ﬁsﬁ%@m 194%.

e

Teg gieter of Bodwin ﬁ@i@%ﬁs y, %iﬁ%&ﬁ%u .




RELVE STHE,
I THY GIROUIT COURT oF

Qompledoant, _ _ '

o BALIWEN OOUNTY, ALARAI,
MARIHA SDM8, ¥T Ale, o
I¥ EQUITYs

Foepondonta.

fake noties thet the Respondent-fross Uompleinent, Mesths Hims, has
this duy filed su applicabion to hive enunined ﬁmfl?;ig? before Frances Srantiey,

amﬁg@issmﬁw agpointed by this emet, the following vewed witnesses, all of

whaom &?%sﬁiﬁﬁ- af Yalrhope, in Daldwin ﬁm*’@'& Alebonm, Bowwibs Hartho Sims apd
les Parkery end forther thed en order hes thie duny boun npede ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁ@iﬁg Bhe sald
sxaminabion of the said vilnessss ap epnodisd fir, end thet the some w1l Yo hed
in the office of the Register in Chancery in the Court House in Bay Winetbo,
Beldwin &&zm%?y,, Blebman, *ﬁ%}% BEEL iy iﬁfg.ﬁ?@mﬁﬁ@?% R84k, wt 2380 Py e You
way #ttend 1 you wish o de wow

Witness my bond thte - dey ef Septoxber, 19461e




LR 8TME, COMPLATIANT-CROSS RESPOUDERT, 1§ THE CIRCUIT COUET OF

WIE COUNTY, %ﬁ%ﬁ&;
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RTEA BIVS, BT AL, RESPONDEND=CROSS OOUPLALNANT.

v now oomen bhe Respondsni-Uross aammﬁaw ok,

o e

s The name ¥ Frances

Alehmma, o8 o sulbebls

5834 Wilnossete
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CILCUIT ol OF

RATPE SINS, COMPLALNANT-CROES REEPLELE

COURTY, ALLEBA A,

And now comes the Ziespondeat-Cross Complainent,
& Hall, her solicitors of rescord, end makes application to the Reglster of

said Court to issus a commisslon to teke the testimony of said cesuse in orel

|

exemination of the followine witnessss, who reside at feirhope, in Beldwin
o) > i bl

Couwnty, Alebama, to-wit; Ierthe Lims and Lee Perker.

the Iesvnondent~lross Jom 'ests the neme of Frances

Bratley, who resides at win County, Alebana, =s a suibtable

person te be eppointed commissioner Lo take tae testimony of selc witnegsses.

Iy

This the llth day of Sesbemver, 1E4l.

Mq \M

Solicitors For lespondent—Clross Lomplainant
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MOORE PRINTING CO., BAY MINETTE, ALA.

8581, NOTE OF TESTIMONYV

THE STATE OF ALABAMA
Baldwin County

Comoleinent, Grosg—

vs. .\
IN EQUITY
TARTRA STRE, Kespordent, Cross— Circnis (Court of Baldwiﬂ Cgunty

Gowmpleinant .

This cause ig submitted in behalf of
end Crogs 2311, decrse pro confesso on

gross—Comnlaingunt, upon the [

personal service agalnst the Complainant, Cross-lespondent, leguest for taking

tostimony and fppointrant of Lormission, fDomemission issned fio ¥varees Sreodlews,
wotice of Time of Leking

NEfd

Register.




REQUEST FOR DECREE IN VACATIOI"I ~ Printed by The Baldwin Times

State of Alabama, |
Baldwin County. }NO'WMM TERM, 194 .

Complamant—
grogs~Respondent .
Vi,
_;¢LJl 105 EJIES’
Respondent—.
TO R. 5. DUCK, REGISTER:
Ty U vy 1t ST =0 Ty - ti;:,_‘--ij: ,‘;1
In the above stated cause a DedaEn FRO 0 OF PO BE .

N - - . R N [ . R
sraingt the Ooaplsinant, Crogs-iospendent
& !

having been
and evidence having. been taken, and the cause being ready for submission for final decree, and

o 2 BAT T
s ]

no defense having been interposed, the complainant—, by - I
Solicitor£-- of record, now files with the Register of this Court this written request to deliver the
papers in this cause to the Judge for final decree in vacation.

%—U_JL_Q v NYde e .

Solicitor-=. for Complaintant—.




8600 Motion for Decree Pro Confesso on Personal Service, 3107 Code.-

The State Of Alabama’ No.. 798 CIRCUIT COURT IN EQUITY..

BALDWIN COUNTY.

RALPH SINS, T Cpoas~Resondent & c ,
sttt femmennn omplainant_.__

5.

. . - . T X B
Motion is hereby made for a Decree Pro Confesso against Ra:lPl.S:LﬁﬁiaQngla_in&ﬁt;-_--

and Cross-Respondent, - Befemmst

Cross Biil
in the above stated cause, on the ground that more than thirty days have elapsed since service of summums upon said

Respondent, ' Respondent
Defendast, . ; and that said summons was duly se:lwel:l'accorc[mg to law, and that said ]laf.e.nda.uf ........ ha.g.... failed

ross
to demur, plead toc or answer tlu?/Bill of Complaint in this cause to this date.

.

This ....SLh day of .. September, 1941. 102

l% R R~ Solicitoy.



CIRC,:EJIT COURT C(;)MPLAINT LS S " Trinted By Baldwin Times, Bay Minette, Ala.

ey

Ralpu Sims, Gross-ﬁeseonﬂent ) 1 . . )
| C In the Circuit Court.

; : & Complameng,

Vs. f |

_Mertha Sims & C. A. Bownan, " In Equity No.igﬁ_-—.
i Respondent &

Cross-Complalinant

DECREE PRO CONFESSO ON PERSONAL SE4VICE.

‘ ' Cross=-
In this cause, it appears to the Reg1ster tha’c service was had on the ERespondent

Ralph Sims

Answer & Cross-Bill filed and co)y%?e Ralph Sims, April 22, 1941,
by the Sherif{ of County, on the

day of

3

. o~
194 A BB

And it further appears to the Register, that the said

Ralph Sims,

CrimesRespondent—, having to the date hereof,

Cross
tailed to plead, demur to or answer the/ Bill of Compiaint f11ed_ in this cause, it is now, therefore,

on motion of Beebe & Hpll, by M, M. Hall,

Solicitors

for Complainant, ordered, and decreed by the Register that the Bill of Complaint in this cause be,

and it hereby is, in all things taken as confessed against the . said

Ralph Sims,

Thisl._day of W - — 194/

f//‘wp

Reglster.-




ﬂ:@}i}) %

No.

The State of Alabama

~ BALDWIN COUNTY

IN EQUITY
Circuit Court of Baldwin County

Va.

NOTE OF TESTIMONY

Fitled in Open Court this 3#

day of LeZy 1934’;,[_

REGISTER

HOORE PRINTING ©G., BAY MIREYTE, ARA.



STATE OF ALABAMA,
Baldwin County.

CIRCUIT COURT, IN EQUITY.

MOTION FOR DECREE PRO
CONFESSO ON PERSONAL SERVICE
N 1

Filed _ .. .CH4

............. D 7 S R

- Register,

‘Baldwin Times Print, Bay Mineatte,
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NO.

A

Complainant. .

VS,

Respondent—-.

Bequest For Decree In Vacation

Filed Metitone E__ 194

St

/ v
Register.
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HaLPH 31IM3, :

Complainant. IX THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Ve BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.
MARTHA SIM3, ET AL, IN BQUITY |

Respondents. :

Comeg Richerd J. Demeree, Attorney for Comp
ant and moves the court that his name be withdrawn
Attorney of record in the above styled cause.

1.-:
m m
e
=
]

ST i
o Lot
34



SUMMONS—ORIGHNALL P B T S Pimes—T-40—500

Th.e State Of ﬁlabama

Bcﬂdwm Coum'y

} Czrcuxi Court cf Bcﬂdwm Coumy In Equity.

To Rny Shemﬁi of the Stcz'te of Alabam&-—_GREETINGS

jWE COMM AND YOU, That you summon ;z»iﬂﬁrlm Ca.i.luf‘}; .&Tr Ge Aa B_Qﬁﬁ‘ﬁ‘-@ﬂ\]:

i

e

asn A
1

of = T UWf in — County, to be and appear before the Judge of the Circuit
Court of Baldwm County, exermsmg Chancery 1unschctmn within tmrty days after the service of

Summans and there to aﬂswer plead or demur, Wltnqut oath, to a Bill of Complamt lately exhibited

I !

b}* | N : Fﬁ)j—;“ C;Tl S‘\

oig MARTHA SINS AWD C. A, BOWHAN

against s

and further to do and perform what said Judge shall order and direct 1n that oo nd this the
said Defendant shall in no wise omit, under penalty, etc. And we further command that you returd
this writ with your endorsement thereon, to our s_aid Court immediately upon the execution thereof.

WITNESS, R. S. Duck, Regiser of said Circuit Court, this — #E . 3lst day of

Hgreh . 1941

: ®
X ES M : , Register

N. B.—Any party defendant is entitled to a copy of the bill upon applicétion to the Register.
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RALPH SIMS, T THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
Complainant,
BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA,
VS

MARTHA BIMS, ET ALe., IN BQUITY.

Bttt Wt e e s’ erse? S e N

Respondents.

And now come the Respondents, seperately end severally, end for answer
to the Complainent's complaint and Yo each count thereof, separately aud severally,'
88y

FIRET:

That 'hhéy deny each snd every allegetion therein contained not herein
specifiocally admitted and demend s'i:ric"rt:' proof of the seme.

| SECOND:

They admit thet the Compléinén‘b- ies & merried men, over the age of twenty-
cne yesars, and tﬁaﬁ the Respondents are over the age of twenty-one years, and that
all. are residents of Beldwin County, Alabams.

THIRD:

They deny thé,t the Compleinent provided or does now pr.ﬁvide 8 home for
his wife and has éffered_to maintein end support her; they sdmit that there was
horn to the Gomplainanb, Ralph 8ims, and the Respondent, ‘Martha Sims, e child, |
Charles Alvin Sims, who is now four years old. |

FCURTH:

They deny the sllegetions contained in Paragraph Three and demsnd strict
proof of the same.

. AND FOR FURTHER ANSWER TO THE COMPLAINANY'S BILL OF CO&E’MII@_T, and prey-
ing thet this may be teken a&s her cross bvill, the Reslﬁondent, Marthe Sims, rsrspect— -
-:f‘ully represents and shows unto your Honor and this Honorgble Court as follows:

A: That she and the Complainant, Ralph Sims, ®re both over the age of
twenty-one yeafs and residents of Baldwin County, Alebema. ‘

| Bz- Thet the ssid Ralph Sims and Marthe Sims are husbané end wife, having
married on Jermary Tth, 1935, and 1iv:ed together as busband and wife, in Baldwin
County, Alabama. |

C: Thet oz‘z.to—wit, September lst, 1940, the said Ralph Sims cursed,

threatened and sbused her and did actual violence to her persen by striking her

 ‘seversl times; that on several occasions prior to said date, the said Relph Sims



threatened and abusea her end did vielence to her person by striking her; thet the
conduct of the said Relph Sims is such as to ceuse her to have every reeasonable
apprehension to believe and she does sctuslly belleve that if she conbtinues to live
with him, he will do further %iolence *to her person, which will necessserily sandanger
her 1ifs end health; that he has failed snd refused %o support her snd their minor
child.

D: There was bornto said marrisge between her and the Complainant, Ralph
Sims, one child, & minor four years old: Charles Alvin Sims, who is now and has been
all of his life with her, end she has been cal led upon to support herself end said
minor, and, for the past years theisaiﬁ_ﬁalph Sims hes contributed very little, if
anything, ?Gward her support and the support of the seid minor child, but to the con—
trary hasffailsd to support them and he has, upon the refusal of her to furnish him
with spending money, threatened, abused snd done violence to her, which necessarily
endangered her life énd health.

E: That she hes no means of support for herself and her minor child, ex—
cort by her deily labor; that the ssid Ralph Sims is an sble-bedied man,Kable and
capeble of supporting her sand ﬁhe said child; that hs is not a suiteble, fit or
proper person to haverthe.carg, custody and control of said minor; that she is ready,
able, willing snd capable of éaring for and éupporting said child. ‘

WBEREFGRE, the premises congidered, the said,Maftha Sims praysthat this
mey be taken as her crossqbill, end tgat the seid Ralph Sims be made a perty respond-
ent hereto sad required to plead, answer or demur to the same within the times and
under the penslbles preseribed by lesw'and the practice of this Honorable Court; thab
your Honor will order a reference to determine e reasonsble slimony, pendente lite,
to be paid by the said Ralph.Sims to her and also a reasonable attorney's fee Lo be
paid to her by the said Ralph Sims.

The Respondent and Cross-Complainant, Martha Sims, further prays thet upon
e final heering hereof, this Honorasble Court will eward to her a divorce, forever bar-
ring the bonds of matrimony existing between her end the said Ralph Sims; that a
further decree be made awarding to her such permsnent slimony as to your Honor may
ssem mote and proper, and also the care, custody.and control of said mincr ehild:
Charles Alvin Sims, be awarded her; that this Honoreble Court will give and grant
unto her such other, further, different or general relief as she mey be in équity

end good consclence entitled to receive, and as in duty bound she will ever pray.

Snlicitorse For Respondent .
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of Complaint on behall of the Complad

ageinst the Coaplainant snd togtimony 8

ant, and the court after dus gonsidersbion is
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. not entitled to the relicl prayed for 1 ths

the Jdompleineas 1
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ntrimony heretofore exisbing
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is forever divorced {ron

1 Bhet the Lhésoon

of the cosbs in
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after this date, and thet 10

shall not ap
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in this causc.
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Detod et conrceville,

1 ) ; ;
Judge of Gircull Court, Baldwin

4 R B o Ty
County, Alebome.
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