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History of Robertsdale School

Robertsdale was founded by the Southern Plantation Development Company of Chicago, Illinois in
the vear 1903, after the L & N railroad began the building of its branch line from Bay Minette to Fort
Morgan. The name Robertsdale was a compliment to an officer of the company, Dr. B. F. Roberts. This
company built the first school which was a two story frame structure. The first floor of this building was
finished rather crudely and was divided into two rooms by a flimsy board partition. The front room was
the hallway as well as classroom as there was only one entrance. The primary grades used this room.

They had one square yard of blackboard, a few double desks, some tables and chairs. Other equipment and
materials depended entirely upon the ingenuity of the teacher. Both rooms had water buckets and dippers,
a pitcher pump in the yard with a long drainage ditch where the younger children made mud pies. Each
room had a long iron heater in which great logs were burned. The fuel was gathered about the school yard.
This supply was not entirely exhausted until 1910.

During the hurricane of 1906 the building was damaged by the high winds. Later the building was
straightened and braced with four tall pines, one at each corner giving the building a somewhat grotesque
appearance. A local wit always referred to them as flying buttresses.

As far as we have been able to ascertain the first session of school was in 1907-1908 with an
enrollment of thirty-five pupils ranging from the first grade through the eighth. Miss Rose Clisby of
Montgomery was the teacher. Some of the pupils in this group are: Harry Wilters, the present post master,
Walter Hammond 2nd, Mrs. Alice Wilters Maynard, Leonard Neese, and Mrs. Hazel Low Walker of Bear
Point. Miss Clisby continued as principal through 1910 and Miss Ruth Wadsworth was appointed to assist
her in 1908-09. In 1909-10 Miss Leatha Bryars of Stockton replaced Miss Wadsworth. In the year of
1910-11 Mr. A. F. Moseley was the principal and Miss Lila Poos was his assistant. The enrollment had
grown to sixty or more pupils as the ninth grade had been added. From 1911 to 1914 Mr. G. A. Strong was
the principal, and Miss Lila Poos continued as teacher of the primary grades. Mr. Strong taught on
whatever level lie found his pupils. Latin, algebra, and English history were among some of the courses
offered. Previously, advanced pupils were sent to Silverhill.

Enrollment continued to increase, and the old building and equipment were in very poor condition;
therefore the School Improvement Society was organized for the purpose of erecting a new building. There
was much discussion as to the size of the building. One group thought two large rooms would be sufficient
for all time while the opposing group held out for three rooms. After a very heated discussion the vote was
cast in favor of the larger building. Every one bowed to the majority vote and cooperated in every wayv in
the raising of funds. The old building was razed and the new building erected on the same site. The
contractor as Mr. J.B. Adams of Michigan, who had moved to Baldwin County in 1509. The cement for
the blocks was mixed in a small cement mixer powered by a gasoline engine.

The principal for year 1914-15 was Mr. Curtis (from a northern state), and Miss Edna Armistead
was the primary teacher. This was a good year, for the School Improvement Society continued working on
the interior of the new building. The county Board of Education was supplying equipment, and a piano
was purchased which was a great asset to the entire community. Mrs. George Lacey from Loxley began a
music class, and she was also very generous in using her talent for the benefit of the school.
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Because of ill health Mr. Curtis moved away at the end of the year, and Mr. G. A. Strong once
more became principal, remaining from 1915 until spring of 1919 when lie resigned to go into government
service. His assistant teachers were: Miss Edna Armistead (cousin of Edna Armistead) became the
principal on Mr. Strong's resignation and completed the school year 1918. The increased enrollment
necessitated using the auditorium. (The old familiar theme-war, teacher shortage, increased enrollment.)
Miss Florence Burns served as principal from 1919 to 1920. Miss Mabel Kerridge and Miss Edna
Armistead were her assistants. Expansion continued during this period as Baldwin County was having a
land boom, and shipping of truck crops to northern markets had begun in earnest.

In 1920 Mr. C.F. Taylor of Ohio became principal and coincident with his arrival a need was felt
for a much larger facilityto accommodate an ever increasing population. The old school, now the
Robertsdale City Hall, was gradually enlarged to its present size, and in 1927-28 the high school was
moved into a new modern building at our present location. The building site often acres was a gift from
Mrs. Stoddaard, and the Board of Education on subsequently purchased additional acreage, ultimately
increasing the acreage to fifty seven. Prior to this transition, school was held in the Methodist and
Cliristian churches, Masonic Hall, an apartment house, and the regular school plant.

Under the leadership of Mr. Taylor our plant has now become one of the four largest in the county.
On the present faculty of twenty eight, there are seven teachers who attended Robertsdale School, viz. Mrs.
Eura Lee Harding, Miss Kathryn Snider, Mr. Virgil Buck, Miss Iva Blackburn, Mr. Jerry O'Donnell, Mrs.
Wilda Mahoney, and Mrs. Bertie Gilbert. The first five of the above mentioned graduated under the
present senior sponsor, Mrs. Inez Lilles, who is the oldest faculty member in point of service with the
exception of the principal. To the teachers both past and present who have served, over the years much
credit is due for their effort to develop a philosophy of life and a discriminating sense of values in boys and
girls.

School people have experienced the heights as well as the depths over the years, but it is gratifying
to look about us to see the results of the school. Our former pupils represent all walks of life and form a
well balanced citizenry which is encouraging and supporting the school in which they were educated.

Faculty 7252-53
C.F. Taylor Wilda Mahoney Kathryn Snider Olen Fuller
Mabel Buck Iva Blackburn Ethel Monk T.V. Bishop
Ruby Gearhart Inez Hiles Lillie Belle Emmons Edward Bankester
Lucille Smider Joyce Meredith Maude K. Cooper Mildred Lee
Donald N. Ekerhoim  Kate Hooks Prescilla Blackbum Jerry O'Donnell
Eura Lee Harding Virgil Buck Ruby Jo Bishop Frances Novak
Agnes Utter Saidye D'Olive G. W. Meredith Bertie Gilbert

Lucile Marker

histRHS1
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Historic School Documentary

10-21-05

Robertsdale School

Interviews:

1. Jane Willis Knight, student

a.

b.

Student memories — 1% through 12 grade, her 1 grade teacher taught 5
members of her family, Principle was Mr. Taylor

Native of Robertsdale, cheerleader her senior year, secretary of the
Robertsdale High Alumni, Chairman of the Scholarship Program
Humorous events — black pepper on heater as prank, dead opossum in
desk drawer

Lived in San Antonio for 30 years but never forgot home, moved back and
became active in school once again

2. Bobby N. Farris, teacher for 9 years beginning in 1960, Assistant Principle for 6
years, Principle for 12 years

a.

Came to Gulf Shores in 1960 for a vacation while student at Southern
Miss., came back after graduation because he loved community at first

sight

3. Inez Springer, student, secretary for 31 years

a.

B @me oo

Graduated in 1943, 49 students in her senior class, graduation ceremony in
auditorium

Stood to watch football games, no seating

Outside bathrooms when first began school

Student during WWII, draft of boys in 1943

Senior banquet in old gym

No one traveled much due to gas rationing and not many people had cars
Humorous events — man hooked car battery to fence around football field,
shocked people when they touched it .

Days as school secretary — initially ran snack shop, then in charge of book
room, when worked for Mr. Farris had her own office

4. Jimmy Gilbert, student 2™ grade through 12%, graduated in 1938

a.

Football team story — 1935, Mr. Taylor Principle received football
uniforms from his brother who was Athletic Director at Ohio State, red
shirts and Home Ec. Girls dyed pants red, best looking uniforms in the
county :
Days as a student — mother was a teacher, taught 6™ grade, worked on
school newspaper and played football 10™ through 12™ grade

Several Europeans in school at that time, barely spoke English, wide
variety of people both in ethnic and cultural background
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Elsie Spearman, Home Ec. Teacher responsible for Visitin;g students in
their home — his job was to drive her to each students home because she
had no car, did so on Saturdays

Senior Class Party — at Restaurant in Spanish Fort, got into trouble for
sneaking off to night club with date and other couple

Principle Taylor — whistled as he walked the hall to warn students he was
coming — also taught students how to play soccer which was rare in the
South at that time

5. Mary Sue Cooper (Sue Cooper), Vice Principle

a.

Days at school — Assistant Principle — school was K-12 then K-8 and then
K-6 campus

Her office initially in school auditorium, very small

When school was K-12 there were classrooms in the auditorium

Called Robertsdale a “Norman Rockwell” school, clean appearance, large
school but maintained very well

Interesting or humorous story — hiding of communication radio, hid in
trash can and played Christmas music all day

Initial impression of school was tremendous size, she took self guided tour
to familiarize with the site — always fun to be at school

6. Ed Bankester, student

a.

b.

SO

1* grade 1937, graduated May 1949 — 5 children in family had the same
2°4 grade teacher

Lunches — received lunches from family who prepared them daily, school
didn’t provide lunch

While in 5™ grade a mother kidnapped a child from campus — child located
and brought back, afterwards the child’s father had someone with the child
at all times

Bathrooms — outside, bad smell — great day for school when indoor
bathrooms built

Taught business classes at school

Graduation — held in the auditorium

WWII — came back to finish school, had 3-4 in his class that left and then
finished, they were older than Bankester and his classmates



supplements individual classes, grade levels and special pro-
jects such as the math and science lab. The Pelican's Nest
Science Lab received several grants and awards in 2000,
including Best Community Environmental Education Project,
Environmental Education Association of Alabama and
Citizen Scientist Award and the Sea World/Busch Gardens
Environmental Excellence Award Center for Marine
Conservation.

(Central Daldwin Countg |
Area Fublic 5&10015

ROBERTSDALE HIGH SFHTBL

A wooden two-story structure built in 1905 was the first

./ home of Robertsdale High “School. Six years later, it was

replaced by a more permanent block building that taught

’,‘J grades one through eight. Students in grades nine through 12

,f attended classes in Bay Minetre. In 1928, a building was

- erected and housed students in grades one thirough 12. This

is the present site of Robertsdale Elementary School. In 1992,
Robertsdale High School opened on Highway 59.

. Simated along the campus’ 50 acres are 58 mstructional

. tooms, a media center and gymnasium, along with a football

*\field house, football and band practice fields, and softhall and

baseball facilities.

GENTRAL BALBWIN MIBDLE SCHGOL

Located on Highway 59 between the towns of Loxley and
Robertsdale, Central Baldwin Middle School joined the
Baldwin County Public School family in 1994. Its formation
opened many doors, helping to bring the children of the out-
lying Loxley, Robertsdale, Silverhill and Summerdale com-
munities, together to learn under one roof. The plants incor-
poration also enhances the opportunities for those students
who plan to attend Robertsdzle High School.

BE00106.48

LOXLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Located on Chicago Street, Loxley Junior High School for
grades 1-9 opened its doors in 1927. Mrs. Bertie Gilbert func-
tioned as the site's earliest principal. In addition, successors
W. Chandler McGowen, Leslie Smith and A, R.McVay also
served terms as superintendent over the county's school
board.

Fifty years later, a new junior high facility was constructed
on County Road 49 to serve grades 7-. The former junior
high building became Loxley
Elementary School and had classes for grades K-6.

In 1995, Central Baldwin Middle School was built north of
Robertsdale, and students attending the former Jjunior high
were moved to CBMS, while the former junior high became
the teaching site for grades 4 and 5 in the
Loxley area.

Construction of a new wing at Loxley Elementary in 1997
provided 21 classrooms, a computer lab, library and gym.

Currently, the school maintains educational, creative and
‘extracurricular programs for about 350 K-6

students.

ROBERTSBALE ELEMENTARY SCHEOL

5In 1905, Southern Plantation Development Company of
Chicago, Illinois founded Robertsdale, Alabama. This same
dompany also built Robertsdale Flementary School, a two-

sstory frame structure. The schools 35 students eagerly

attended the grades 1 through 8 classes. In 1914, the School
Improvement Society voted to build a three-room school.
Additions were made until 1920, when a larger facility was
needed.

In 1927, students moved into the larger building, which
remains on the current site. It consisted of a main building,
auditorium and agricultural building, which also housed 2
shop used for vocational classes. The present gymnasium was
constructed in the 1960s, and in 1986, a science wing and
cafeteria adjoined the facility,

SILVERHILL ELEMENTARY SCHOGL

Founded in 1902 in of all places a Land Company office,
Silverhill Elementary Schoo! housed the state’ first “paid”
teacher. A class of 25 students, of Swedish and

- Czechoslovakian descent, occupied the small office space,

now the Silverhill Public Library. With an increase in enroll-
ment, a new two-story building was dedicated in 1907 at the
corner of Fourth and Eighth avenues. To better accommodate
the eager students, the school decided to further divide the
grades. Children in the Sth through 8th grades attended
momings, while priraary up to 4th grade classes met in the
afternoon.

In 1928, a new school was budlt, a brick building with six
classrooms, an auditorium, kitchen and office. A fire that
destroyed the building in 1955, gave the school a chance to
expand its complex. By the next year, a new structure con-
sisting of six classrooms, two restrooms, an office and boiler
room, was added. In 1981, the current cafeteria was built,
and in 1986, the kindergarten and middle school wings (now
2nd and 3rd grade classes) were created. The most recent
addition include grade rooms 4 and 5, and the library wing.

TR ek
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Brief history of Robertsdale Schools. Information gathered by
Mrs. Bertie Gilbert and Mr. R. L. Smith.

The date of the first school in the:Robertsdale area is
not fully documented. The Families who were here at the time give
‘the date as 1870. These families, Creaumer, Ard, Gulledge, etc. |
built the school themselves because of an interest in education that
has become a fradition for Baldwin County. Some 3rd and 4th
generations of students from these families are still attending the
gchools of the Robertsdale area. The old school building was still
in use at least until 1901--1904 and iss$till standing on the Poos farm.
By 1905 the Southern Plantation Development Co. of Chicago had large
areas of land under option. This company built the first school in
Robertsdale during this year. This was a two story wood étructure;
only the first floor was used. It was devided into twc rooms. In
September 1906, a severe hurricane damaged the building. The school
patrons cut four tall pines and propped the old building on each corner.
This building site is where the town hall is today.

The furnishings in the school consisted of double desks,
one square yard of blackboard, water buckets and dippers and wood
burming stoves. The fuel, pine knots, were gathered by the older
boys with a wheel barrow and an axe. The day was from 8:00 a.m. until
4:00 p.m, :

Some of the early teachers were:

1905--1908 - Ruth Wadsworth
Leatha Bryars
:1908--1910 - Rose Clisby
FON0-——1091 105 =l A P Mageley
Lila Poos Strong
1911--1912 - George A. Strong

Lila Poos Strong

In 1913 the Birmingham News carried an article by the
State Superintendent commending teachers and patrons on a good school
with high achievement. :
: Some other teachers during the following years were:

1914--1915 -~ >A. Curtis

dna Armistead ; ;
the salaries at this time were

$50.00 for a teacher and $100.00
for the principal)
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1915--1918 - Bertie Poos Gilbert
Edna Armistead
Earl Armistead

L : . 1918--1919 - Florénce Burns . ; A
| . - Mabel Kerridge
| : ; Edna ArmisteadA
I

1920 * Gl = N O R Taylor was added to the:
faculty.

| ; : By 49125 the populatlons had inoreasad to the point ‘where |
the old building would no longer hold them. It was also considered
unsafe because of the earlier hurricane damage. The patrons met and
organized "Phe School Improvement Society" for the purpose of building
a school There were same great discpssions wher held and dec1sions
were reached. The people built the school themselves, \It consisted
of two rooms and an auditorium. Concrete blocks were used fof the

. ' construction. The concrete was all mixed by hand_and'made (one at

a time) 'in a-gésoline driven engine, The state contributed $800.00
for this project. Enrollment at this time was at least fifty. Some
~of“the older students returned to school when the new building was
completed.

o By 1920, enrollment had increased and additions were made
and continued to be made through the 1920's. The State and County
appropriated money for these additions.

In the middle 1920's, plans were made to move to a new
location where there would be sufficient acreage to meet specifiéations
for vocational agriculture and home ecomomics departments. Twenty
acres were obtained and was a part of the Stoddard Farm. '

. The members of the Building Committee for the new school
: were: :
. : - R. 'G. Pearson
T W. C. Hammond

\F e W. P, Baldw1n
Ao : On May. 1, 1928, the ‘contract was let to Sandbrook and
¢~ . ‘Waldrop for erection of a Vocational Buiding at Robertsdale to plans
- furnished the State Board of Education for the sum of $8, 317.00 to
-be built of brick and hollow tile. Mr. H.H. Starnes was employed &
as the first vocational Ag. teacher. He was paid‘$2,000 per year 5 E
with $400 for expenses and $150 maintenance fund. Blance Williams =
was hired for the home economics teacher at $140 per month for nine
-, months. | ; f_-g
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The main building as it is today waé completed for the
1927--28 school year. The high schdol moved in, leaving the
elementary students in the old building.
The vocational teachers for Robertsdade through the years
have been: : |
'Agriculture: ;
Mr. H. H. Starnes
Mr. Catney
Mr. Benford

Mr. B. V. Bishop
Mr. Eddie Creamer

Home Economics:

Blance Williems

FElsie D'live

Mamie Reid

Fanny Alexander
Frances Pulliam Novak
Lucille Marker

. Other information concerning the 1927-=28 school year is

as follows: '
9 month school term beginning September iy 5924 S “Chasd sitmars
holidays were from December 235rd to January 2nd.

High school teachers for the year were C. F. Taylor,
principal (taught 1/2 time) $183.3% per month for
12 months,
L.-M. McEherson
Jane Hepler
Mary R.: Sailor
Gladys Miller
Inez Smith
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Elementary Teacher%.

Holen Mims & 0 i
Susie A. Dahlbegg 3
Bathier Buzbee " il ol

Lucille Snyder il i s
Kathryn Snider (new teacher.
Hellen Iundberg. « « .. , «
Sallie Mae Herrington. S ehe
koaline Buzbee o . o, i
Trustees:

Ric:. G, Pearson

Walter Hammond

Mrs. G. W. Wylie

Bus drivers with contract:

Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade

'Grade

$80.00
80.00
70.00
65i.00
40.00
75.08
85 .00
70: 00

per
per
per

per‘
per

per

per

E. B. Patterson - Rosinton to Robertsdale $9O (a]2}

D. W. Fields - Loxley to Robertsdale 90.00
David Foresman - Silverhill to Robertsdale 55.00
H. H. @@iggins - Brewton School to R'dale 110.00

month
month
month
month
month
month
month
month

 Sometime later the elementary school changed from an 8-4

to a 6-3-3 with 6th grade competency tests.

were [iss Locke, Miss Hayes, Miss Cofield.
During the era from the 30's on the Baldwin County qohool

Some of the superviso

system was judged to be one of the best ten systems in the United

The facully drew high praise from the evaluators.

~ States. Robertsdale School was used for most of the demonstrations.
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