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South Baldwinite is a True Pioneer-- by Jo Ann Flirt
published in The Foley Onlooker about 1958

Almost from the time she arrived in Baldwin County by covefed
wagon, Mrs. Laura Wolbrink has been involved in some remarkable ¥firsts."

" She was Foley{g first photographer, the town's first and only
woman postmastér and in 1908, she and her husband were the first couple
to be married in the frontier town.

She and her family came from Council Eluffs, Iowa with five wagons
and teams. Mrs. Wolbrink, then 13 drove one of the teams. It took seventeen
months and 13 days to make the trip.

In Mégnolia'Springs where the family camped, they traded their
best horse to the local store owner for 15 acres of land on Magnolia River.
Later, they traded a team and wagon to the Swift Lumber Co. at Bon Secour for
lumber with which to build & story and a half house. Still'another team snd
wagon was traded for. groceries.

Mrs. Wolbrink's mother was a milliner before her health caused

the family to move south and so it was not altogether unusual that she and her

two daughters would begin to make hats in Baldwin County. But the material they

chose-~dish cloth gourds, paiméito strips and gum balls was a hovelty.

They opened up the diSh cloth gourd, so called because the
spongy substance was actually uéed for dish cloths,.removed’the seeds and
water inside and then washed the meatly parlt on a rub board. : The result was a
spongey lacy material which was used foprthe hat base. The base was then
trimmed with finely braided palmetto strips and dried gum balls.

" The hats were beautiful, " recalls Mrs. Wolbrink, " and we made

mgye
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South Baldwinite 2 Flirt SN

overt$1QOO selling them to tourists at Magnolia Springs and customers all over
the coﬁntry. We even shipped them to France and England."
. While the hat business was booming, Mrs. Wolbrink's father, W.H.
iggz Monteith 1earnéd that a spur of the I&N railroad would be built from Bay

Minette to the present site. He correctly assumed that a town would be built

at the railroad end and that it would need a post office. He applied to

Washington, D.C. for the job and was accepted and told to "give the town a name." So

here.

i
* %zg he replied " Foley" because J.B. Foley's land company owned most of the land
W

"At that time the only house in Foley was a log cabin, " said Mrs.
Wolbrink. "Dad pitched a tent for the post office and later built a wooden
building which beécame Foley's first store. In 1915, Mr. Monteith  moved to

California and Mrs. Wolbrink became the postmistress.

Shortly after Mr. Monteith's store was completed, Mrs. Wolbrink became
interested in photography. She took a year's éourse at Evergreen and returned
to Foley where her father built a studio for her. "Photography in those days
was more complicated than it is now." she’said as she described the glass plated
and largewbellowed camers she used. Not only did shé make portraits, but also
thousands of picture post cards showing early sceﬁes of Foley. - She now
has: the town's most complete collection df'early pictures including those of
the first store, post office, hotel; school bank, church, depot and other
buildings and early settlers at Magnolia Springs, Marlow and Bear Point. Laura
taught for a year at the Creole school She had to’row down the river to the
old log landing, and walk about & mile to the school, which was in session only
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From Pol‘J,01‘ r‘ Ala. May 6, 1896,

Edltor of;the Tlmes You mlssed a treat not belng present at the may

I
Prcnxc held by Brook Cedron , and P01nt Clear Union m;ssxon Sunday

Schools . at the old Pearce place on frlday last

Brook Cedron school under the drrectzon of mlss Irene Brgant mrs Fannle
Slocum and n mrs Will Dorgan, . |
ﬁmlSS Corrlne Henderson queen. o ' A,

7'EPornt Clear school under the dlrectlon of mrs Chas. Magley,;mrs Se N.

TjAdwood and mrs Nary A. Mc Donnel mlss Estelle Nelson queen, o sg, i

met on the grounds and proceded to carry out the exerc1ses, whlch .
conszsted of songs ,recrtatlons by members of ‘the flower conventlon.dlb

May pole dance ect. ect,The Organ & hew feature at the picnics

- was in chazge of-mlss me Dowell ‘and was & great help to the chlldren‘?‘:’f
,,slnglng, Superlntendent Lamar of Point Clear school escorted by

T;u mlsses Annle Corrlne and Hary Veacich and miss Marlnre Martln carrylng

' banners and two natlonal flags and sznglng hold the fort for we are é‘f

e

fi‘?commlng . made the score of the day , : "1fr;‘€s~ f;é'; -

“dinner was announced just when all were hungry ,and you nay be sure ? ‘

i B BT
T g Y

the good'thinos‘dlssapeared very,rapprdly, but there‘was enougt:and ;!
to spare} ; | | - - | | ‘f
Mr Chas. Joseph was on hand and from the manner inwhich he circulated
among the VOters , was putting an anchor to windward, preparlng ‘for the

august Stornm, thls part of the cal cable is all right,

R

S
v

. Rev. H P.~Hanson and H. W. Mc Donnel were also present , and gave the
children a talk, both seemed to enjoy themselves, and if they had

‘caten all that was offerd them doctors would have been in demand,

the good.gentl:fn who ran the race to the Spring for the amusement of
I

the children, was on the beach last Sun. looking it is said for the



~

Lady fﬁﬁh@;gﬁve hlmthe pedofpeper, 1 amvery Sorry you were not 'Withi;ué




By Kay Nuzum

sm“ April is Teaohlng co-

reer Month, lat's think a bit

about what the earliest known

school, not only in Baldwin

County, but -in Alabama, Was

ke,
This early ‘school, known as

the “‘Blab’’ School, where stu=
dents studied and recited aloud, -
was established in 1799 by John

Plerce, a Connecticut Yankee,
20 - years  Dbefore = Alabama
became ‘a state, and was still

. chool was located atthe
Boat Yard on the Tensaw Rive
_within sight

of Red Eagle, the Indlan Chief
. 'Weatherford; the aristocratic

“Linders, 'whose . father and

mother had come from Switzer-
land; the colorful McGillivrays
and wealthy Mims; the Talts,
Durarits .and McQueens, - Lan-
guage-wise, the school had a

perfect setup for a ‘‘language

Students who came to thls‘,;
“scheol to learn to read, write .
and do sums, were the children

4Sootch, English and Inoian la,n-,

ages were spokens -
Probably the only books used

'were owned by the teacher -a

Webster’s Spelling Book, a geo=
graphy, anarithemetic,and per-
haps.a Colonial New: England
Primer -and  the Bay Psalm
Books AS & consequence, the
method of teaching was by word

‘of mouth, or “blab/?

The schoolhouse was acrude
log . cabin with puncheon floors,
no windows, only square holes
closed by wooden shutters, The

4

es surely - must have oauseq‘
~much squirming and .

-dangling, There were noblack .
' boards and no crayonss Also}«

no. Title 1, II, or 11l monles, na

accreditation standards, no - .
guidelines, and no new math} -

A regular term at the Boat
Yard School was unheard ofi

Classes were held at odd times,

~Sometimes the older children

had to stay out to work. on
days school was in session, il
was attended from eight to 12
and one to four,

a part of the Mississipp Ter=.

ritory

lege ho have Exchange Student
Hein Wittenaar and his Ameri-

can mother,Mrs.Maleolm Fos- -

berg at the meetings Heln gave
- an informative talk on hishome
~land *The Netherlan s, and

then of hi;

Exchange

Aale High, a resident of Silver-

: hill, a citizen of BaldwinCounty,

md a family member in the

- nome of Mr, and Mrs.Fosberg,

+.Delicious refreshments

. were served in the church par- -

- iors, at. which Hme the busi-

“ ness  meeting was called to

. order by the presldent, Mrs.
seorge Lundberge -

The following members were .
sresent: Vice-president, Mrs, -

ieribah Vandenhuerk (Foley

“ireen Acres); secretary, Mrs, -

“unice Ness (Fairhope); treas=
Ter, Mrs, Mabel  Griffith
“oley), ‘past president, Mrs.,

“aelma Blake (Montrose), Dis= "
uct 1 President, Mr. and Mrs, °
. Clements (Brewton),trom :

'“bope were Mrs. G, Curry,

- Luecille Lloyd, Mrs. Dora

g
Bay Minette Miss.

“*hew; from Stock="
~ Eilpatrick; from

i A s S sl

“People . attended from other
- munities also. ‘Guest speaker

‘enjoyed a most interesting and .-
~informative evening on Friday
“night * when * visiting friends,

- teresting talk on personal ex-
‘Horn not only brought before -

the ‘people the horrors of war.:
-‘and -a -suffering people, but the

all .who have fallen victims of 5
“a traglc situation. Mrs, Horn -

‘Mrs. Walter Gustatson, who -

1ab"  since French, Spanish, ‘hard to-sit-on rough logbench=

chcey Class Tours Bank,

This is one section of Economics 201 atYancey State College whi e s
. last week. The classes are taught by David Lindsey. Conducting th P e e
F. Byrne, There are 24 students in the above section. L s

Distractions, in this priml--!l .

G iasian 0 ovenant !
‘Church had a wonderful day on.
last Sunday with the Dedication
of their new. education building,.

churches ~and = other: com- .

was Rev. Paul Anderson,Cove=
nant Chairman of America, - -
Chicago. A deliclous Fellow=

ship Dinner was servedatnoons
* % %

The BapHist Congregation

Major and ~Mrs. G, 0. Horn‘.. 5
and - children showed moving g
plctures .and gave a very. in=-

periences in Vietnam, Major .

natural beauty of landscape,
the freedom-loving people, the :
delightful children and -youth,

is - the . daughter —of ~Mr,: and "
enjoyed immensely - the visit

of - their daughter, son-in-law,
and -delightful “grand-children,
i : .
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BALDWIN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
2600-A NORTH HAND AVENUE
BAY MINETTE, ALABAMA 36507
PHONE (251) 937-0306
FAX (251) 937-0318

DR. FARON L. HOLLINGER, SUPERINTENDENT

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

Rl Whifiek] " fariet Dutlew

COMPANTY: DATE:

ghae/os
FAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. OF PAGE!INCLUDING COVER:
PHONE NUMB SENDER’S REFERENCE NUMBER:

RE:K?OJ,” 7L C/ea r &h 00/ YOUR REFERENCE NUMBER:

O urGENT [OFORREVIEW [JPLEASE COMMENT [IPLEASE REPLY L[ PLEASE RECYCLE

. NOTES/COMMENTS:

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: The information contained in this facsimile is legally privileged and confidential
information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this telecopy is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this telecopy in error, please immediately notify us by telephone and
return the original message to us at the address via U.S. Postal Service. Thank you for your cooperation.

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:

DENISE SCHMIDT, PRESIDENT TRACY ROBERTS
ROBERT CALLAHAN, JR, V-PRES. NORM MOORE
MARGARET C. LONG ROBERT A. WILLS

ELMER MCDANIEL
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